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Godfrey's $4,500,000 Billings Pull 


Starting Aug. 30, when he pickg up two more sponsors for an 
additional half-hour morning cross-the-board ride on CBS, Arthur 
yodfrey will, single-handedly, account for $4,500,000 of the net- 


work’s gross billings. 


That makes him the No. 1 boxoffice pull 


among personalities on the four webs, with Godfrey himself pock- 
eting close to $500,000 as his share of the take. 


Godfrey's Monday night Lipton 


Tea “Talent Scouts” show brings 


in $700,000 in annual gross billings to the web. His half-hour, five- 
times-a-week Chesterfield program accounts for another $2,000,000 


gross. 


In August National Biscuit Co. and Goldseed Glass Wax are 


plunking for $900,000 each for 15-minute segments, in the 10:30-11 
morning stretch. Chesterfields has 11 to 11:30. 





Dems Study Radio-Tele ‘Bugs of GOP 
To Give Facelift to Own Convention 





By HERMAN LOWE + 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Republican National Convention 
here proved a test tube to teach 
both video and radio how to do 
better aext time at this kind of 
a show. Not only the networks 
were interested in catching “‘bugs” 
in the operation for correction 
later on. The Democratic National 
Committee kept the GOP show 
under constant watch, to see what 
could be improved for their own 
big shindig which opens July 12 
in Philly. Jack Redding, publicity 
director of the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee, and Ken Fry, the 
committee’s radio-tele expert, were 
on hand to watch developments in 
both radio and video. 

One thing they discovered was 
the necessity for timing the con- 
vention better, providing better 
staging and eliminating chimsy 
timegaps and general sloppiness 
showman-wise on the platform. 
They say inexperience here re- 
sulted in some poor impressions 
going out via _ television. The 
Democrats are anxious to correct 
these as much as possible. The Re- 
publican National Committee sent 
out information sheets to its del- 

(Continued on page 38) 


‘Slice of 802’s Record 
Fund to Finance N. Y. 
Musical Therapy Test 


An experimental month-long 
program of musical therapy will 
be launclied July 7 by New York 
Local 802, American Federation of 
Musicians, in association with the 
N. Y. Department of Hospitals, to 
aid children and adult psychiatric 
patients at the Kings County Hos- 
pital. Projqct will be financed, ac- 
cording to 802, by AFM record 
and transcription royalties. 

Under its free music program, 
local’s members have performed 
for a number of charitable and 
civic institutions. However, this is 
the first time psychiatric patients 
wiil receive such benefits. Jazz 
will be played for the juvenile in- 
mates and semi-classics for adults. 
Concerts are expected to provide a 
basis for studying music’s influ- 
ence on various types of mental 
and emotional conditions. _ 





Leatrice Joy Returns 


To Pix After 20 Years 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Leatrice Joy, married and in re- 
tirement for 20 years, resumed her 
film acting in “Red Stallion of the 
Rockies” at Eagle Lion. 

As a star of silent pictures, Miss 
Joy’s last appearance was in “The 
Bellamy Trial” at Metro in 1928. 


507% Tix-Buyers 
Influenced By 
Film Reviewers 


Nearly 50% of all film audiences 
are influenced for or against see- 
ing a picture by newspaper review- 
ers. That estimate was given this 
week by researcher Albert E. Sind- 
linger as a revision of a figure of 
8%, which caused something of a 
tumult in newspaper and picture 
industry circles when it was re- 
leased two years ago. 5; 

Entire question of what makes 
people see some films and not 
others is reopened by Sindlinger’s 
reversal. The critics’ low estate has 
been harped on ever since film 


(Continued on page 55) 


CANTOR SIGNS MOPPET 
AS AIR-SHOW REGULAR 


Toni Harper, nine-year-old Ne- 
gro youngster whose. recording 
(Columbia Records) of “Candy 
Store. Blues” has become a 
CRC bestseller, has. been signed 
to a three-year contract by Eddie 
»Cantor. Comedian will use the 
youngster on ‘his Pabst radio show 
when it resumes in the fall. 

Cantor was one of the discov- 
erers of the moppet. She worked 
with him and Bob Hope on a broad- 
cast last Xmas. Just about that 
time she was brought to the at- 
tention of Columbia Records and 
the “Candy” song, owned by Leeds 
Music, was cut before the AFM’s 











disk ban went into effect. 








OUTH-FOX PLANS 
FOR VIDEO CHAIN 


The $10,000,000 gate for major 
prize fights seems now a more im- 
mediate realization. Following the 
successful demonstration of its 
full-screen theatre television at the 
Fox theatre, Philadelphia, Friday 
(25) night, 20th-Fox is making def- 
inite plans to install similar TV 
projection in its affiliated theatres 
throughout the country. In Philly 
the Fox théatre televised the 
Louis-Walcott fight Friday to set 
the pace for its expansion plan 
(details of fight on page 2). 

Although no 20th exec would 
permit an official quotation, some 
admitted privately their conviction 
that the time is ripe to establish 
a tele network of their theatres, 
through which as many as 1,000 
houses could transmit top sports 
events simultaneously. Question 
remains, of course, of building 
enough equipment to service the 
theatres and to connect them. 
While 20th’s large-screen system 
was developed in collaboration 
with RCA and Warners, RCA’s tre- 
mendous manufacturing plant will 
be available to speed up the 
process. 

Houses would be connected, for 
the most part, via microwave relay 
units, which were used successfully 
Friday night by 20th in picking up 
the fight. First interlocking sys- 
tem will probably be set up in Los 
Angeles, where 20th owns more 
than 200 theatres in the metropoli- 
tan area via its Fox-West Coast 
subsidiary. 

As the 20th execs put it, a string 

(Continued on page 55) 


All-Time High 
Rating for Fight 


NBC’s telecast of the Louis-Wol- 
cott fight last Friday night (26) 
racked up the greatest Hooperat- 
ing, for either radio or video, in 
history. Special check made by 
Hooper in the N. Y. metropolitan 
area gave the heavyweight bout an 
86.7, topping by 7.6 the record 
Hooper of 79.0 clocked by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's radio message to 
the people on Dec. 9, 1941, car- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Jessel’s Video Exit 
Linked to 20th-Fox Nix 


George Jessel cancelled out of 
the July. 6 stanza of the Texaco 
Star Theatre over NBC-TV. Rea- 
son ascribed to withdrawal is 
orders to report back to the 20th- 
Fox lot. 

However, it’s been known that 
20th-Fox, along with other major 
studios, has forbidden its talent to 
appear on television. While Jessel 
is a 20th-Fox producer, it’s be- 
lieved the overall order would ap- 
ply to him also. 











000-THEATRE CIRCUIT FOR TELE 


WW's Scallions for Britain Seen 
Too Odorous for Lever Sponsorship 





Lahr Explains 


Bert Lahr explained in New 
York last week why he hasn't 
had many film parts recently: 

“I’ve heen typed ever since 
I played the Timid Lion in 
‘The Wizard of Oz’ for Metro 
in 1939. And you know how 
few Timid Lion parts there 
are in films these days.” 


U. S. to Learn 
Dialers’ Wants 
Dallas, June 29. 

Red Skelion is here on a cross- 
country personal survey, 
out what the people want, whether 
his program, in whole or part, is 
offensive in any way, and jotting 
down suggestions for improve- 
ments. Next season when he goes 
on the air for Procter & Gamble, 


listeners will get what they want 
as near as he can give it to them. 

Traveling leisurely in a station 
wagon, equipped for sleeping if 
desired, he is accompanied by Lou 
Borzage. 

This is the first time an actor 
or radio star has made such a trip 
so far as He knows, said Skelton. 
They’re too lazy or too contented 
to stay home by the swimming 
pool, he avers. 


“That’s the trouble With show 
business today,” stated Skelon. 
“They've thrown away their little 
black books. We used to keep ’em 
when I was in minstrels and tab 
shows. Every town we played was 
listed with the names of the lead- 
ing druggist, merchant, doctor, 
lawyer, banker and various of- 
ficials, their hobbies and how 


(Continued on page 55) 


$1,500,000 FOR BERLIN 
LIKELY VIA ‘PARADE’ 


Songwriter Irving Berlin stands 
to make about $1,500,000 for his 
musie and co-production stint on 
Metro’s “Easter Parade.” In addi- 
tion to the $600,000 flat sum he 
received, Berlin will get 1242% of 
the gross. Metro expects “Parade” 
to gross at least $5,000,000 in the 
domestic market alone. 


Film is getting the biggest ex- 
ploitation campaign of any Metro 
picture since “Gone With the 
Wind.” Berlin has already ap- 
peared on more than 20 top radio 
and television shows, in tieins. on 
his 60th birthday and 40th anni- 
versary in show biz, and he also 
plugs “Parade” at every oppor- 
tunity. 
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The possibility that Lever Bros. 
may latch on to sponsorship of 
Walter Winchell when the latter 
parts company with Jergens next 
Jan. 1 is something that particu- 
larly intrigues the trade. Although 
ABC network execs acknowledge 
that the Lever outfit is interested 
in picking up the Winchell tab 
(which would give it the coveted 
Sunday at 9 slot), others believe 
the WW-Lever parlay is one of 
those things that cannot take 
place, at least under existing cir- 
cumstances. 


They point to the almost violent 
anti-British attitude Winchell has 
assumed on his Sunday night 
broadcasts and say, in effect, how 
can you reconcile that with the 
fact that Lever Bros. is a British 
operation? 


While Charles Luckman, the LB 
as a sharp i 
man may fully appreciate the 
Hooper payoff from such a deal, 
it’s pointed out that Luckman 
would never get an okay from the 
ritish bosses. 


Who gets Winchell and for how 
much may known soon after 
July 1, when ABC says it be 
ready to talk terms. 

Lever, it’s reported, has 
had experience with the accentua- 
tion of the Anglo le in this 
country, via its Lux 
Monday night show on CBS. 
the few occasions when Lux The:- 
tre has chosen a British pix adap- 
tation or starred British personali- 
ties, letters of protest have been 
received, it’s claimed, asking “how 
come?” when there is so much 
—_— product and talent avail- 
able. 


H’ wood Brings Inflation 
In Nigeria Wife-Buying; 
Teaches Value of Love 


‘The cost of buying a wife in 
Nigeria has gone up from £10 to 
more than £50—and American 
films are to blame. That's the re- 
port of the Rev. Peter Moore, mis- 
sionary priest, who arrived in New 
York last week from the African 
colony. 


Inflation in the price of a mate 
has been brought about by Holly- 
wood’s implantation of the idea 
that love can be all-important in 
choice of a husband. Before 
Nigerian women found out about 
that angle, according to Father 
Moore, the only thing that mat- 
tered was the size of the sum the. 
prospective groom offered the 
femme’s father. 

Since the advent of Clark Gable, 
Lana Turner, et al., the gals are 
demanding a voice in selection of 
their mates, Father Moore said. 
Mere coin paid to their fathers is 
no longer the sole factor—until it 
gets into the big money (£50 to 
£70) category, when apparently 
love is overruled by the gal’s old 
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Louis-Walcott Both Bow to Punch 
Of Theatres Televising Title Fight 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Fears expressed by fight pro- 
moters on what theatre television 
might do to their gate have plenty 
of basis, judging from results of 
the Louis-Walcott title go on the 
screen of the Paramount theatre, 


N. Y.. last Friday (25) night. Re- | 


ception was nigh perfect and, with 
the fighters in full scale on the 
theatre’s regular 20x24 ft. screen, 
there wasn’t even a subtle grimace 


of their faces missed. Undoubtedly, | 


anyone beyond the sixth row at 
the Yankee Stadium saw no de- 
tails to compare with what was 
visible to the Paramount audience. 

Seeing the battle, such as it was, 
fn the theatre had its advantages 





o————————— 


The Paramount System 
Here’s how the Paramount 
intermediate film system of 
theatre television works, as 
demonstrated in a pickup of 
the Leuis-Walcott fight on the 
screen of the Broadway Para- 
‘mount last Friday (25) night: 

Images are recorded on film 
off the face of a cathode-ray 
receiving -tube through means 
of a specially-developed cam- 
era. Film is then fe@ through 
a rapid developing and print- 
jng process. From there it is 
fed directly inte the theatre’s 
standard 35m projectors and 
flashed on the full theatre 
sereen. System utilizes a 
sound-on-film technique, so 
that both sight and sound are 
recorded simultaneously. Ac- 
cording to Par execs, the com- 
plete time lag from the mo- 
ment the first images are 
recorded until the finished 
product hits the screen is 
about 66 seconds. 

Par engineers developed the 
camera. Because tele runs at 
the rate of 30 frames per sec- 
ond and 35m film at 24 frames, 
the camera must “drop” six 
frames every second without 
showing a flicker. Through 
the use of a film  inter- 
mediary between tele and the 
theatre screen, Par can store 
the film and use it at a later 
time if the TV show interferes 
with the regular theatre pro- 
gram. It’s also possible to 
edit the film, something which 
can’t be done, of course, with 
simultaneous direct projection. 





not only over being in the park 


-ftself, but over seeing it on home 


television. First advantage was the 
ebvious one of size. There was 
no eyestrain, no effort. It was as 
easy as seeing a standard feature. 
Second advantage was that Par 
did not take the fight off the air, 
but piped it into the house from the 
stadium via coaxial cable, so there 
was no distortion whatsoever. This 
was made possible through a deal 
with NBC, Gillette, the video. and 
radio sponser; and the 20th Cen- 
tury Sporting Club, which pro- 
moted the bout. Par’s projection 
the previous night of presidential- 
nominee Thomas E. Dewey’s ac- 
ceptance speech at the Philadel- 
phia convention was likewise piped 
in by coaxial. That was via an 
arrangement Par had with WPIX, 
the N. Y. Daily News station. 
Although Par’s deal to carry the 
fight had been set for more than 
a week, according to Paul Rai- 


(Continued on page 21) 


UJA FETES MAYER 
FOR PHILANTHROPIES 


Louis B. Mayer, production chief 
for Metro, was presented last night 
(Tues.) with an illuminated scroll 
in appreciation of his public serv- 
ice and philanthropic activities and 
in recognition of his film leader- 
ship. Laurels were handed Mayer 
at a fund-raising testimonial din- 
ner tendered by the United Jew- 
ish Appeal at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 

Affair was attended by over 1,000 
show business, sports and finance 
teppers. Mayer was introduced by 
Eric Johnston, prez of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America. Other 
speakers were Bert Lytell, Louis 
Nizer and Major Reuven Dafni of 
the Israeli army. 

Ted Gamble, head of the Thea- 
tre Owners of America, emceed the 
dinner. It was sponsored jointly 
by Barney Balaban, Paramount 

xy; Si Fabian, circuit head, and 
il Friedlander, board chairman 
of Dazian’s. 





By BOB STAHL 


_ Philadelphia, June 29. 
If home television gives fight 
\fans a better action view than a 
ringside seat, then the best pos- 
| sible seat is in a theatre equipped 
|with full-screen projection tele. 
| That fact was proved conclusive- 
ly here Friday (25) night, when 
|the Fox theatre helped make TV 
| history by bringing the twice-post- 
| poned Louis-Walcott heavyweight 
championship fight to a packed 
|house of screaming enthusiasts. 
Reception of the tele images, re- 
produced on a specially-processed 
15x20-ft. screen, was remarkably 
good, with clarity and definition 
equal to practically any home tele. 

Most important consideration of 
Friday’s demonstration is the fact 
that this was the first large-screen 
intercity telecast. Success of the 
showing proved it’s possible—and 
possible right now—for a chain of 
theatres throughout the country to 
offer a major sports event on their 
ihn atre sereens simultaneously. 
(Twenti*th-Fox already has ambi- 
tious plans along those lines. See 
istory on Page 1.) 

Second most important feature 
of the showing was the audience 
jreaction. Demonstration was wit- 








The 20th-Fox System 
Philadelphia, June 29. 

Here’s how the 20th-Fox 
theatre television projection 
system works, as demonstrated 
in a pickup of the Louis-Wal- 
cott fight on the screen of 
the Fox theatre here. 

System incorporates prob- 
ably the largest Schmidt re- 
flective optical system ever 
built. (Schmidt optical system 
is the same as that used in 
home tele sets.) Theatre pro- 
cess has a 42-inch spherical 
mirror and a 36-inch aspheri- 
cal correcting lens. A regu- 
lar cathode-ray receiving tube 
is installed in the unit back- 
wards, with its face pointing 
away from the screen. Mirror 
is set up behind the tube, re- 
flecting the images forward. 

Images are then reflected off 
the mirror through the cor- 
recting lens, where they’re 
blewn up te full-screen size 
and projected on the theatre 
screen. According to 20th en- 
gineers, the controls can be 
handled by one man in the 
booth. Regular tele sound is 
hooked into the _§theatre’s 
sound system, giving ample 
ceverage of the entire audi- 
torinm. 

System is thus direct pro- 
jection, meaning the images 
are transmitted onto the thea- 
tre screen simultaneously with 
their actual occurrence. 





nessed by more than 2,300 paying 
patrons, and it didn’t take ‘em 
long to get used to tele. After the 
first round or so, they acted as 
though they were actually sitting 
at the ringside, applauding their 
‘favorites and yelling advice. When 
Louis opened his barrage in the 
fateful 11th round, the audience 
to a man jumped to their feet, 
streaming wildly. That means that 
the audience will accept theatre 
tele if it’s technically as good as 
this and if the event holds suffi- 
cient interest. That, in turn, means 
the field is wide open for profitable 
expansion. 

Twentieth originally planned to 
present the fight to a specially- 
invited audience, including Repub- 
lican party delegates, both Wednes- 
day (23) and Thursday. Permis- 
sion had already been obtained 
from both NBC and promoter Mike 
Jacobs’ 20th Century Sporting Club 
te pick up the telecast without 
cost. Following the two postpone- 
ments, however, the theatre man- 
agement threw its doors open to 
the public Friday, running the 
fight in with its regular show. As 
a result, 20th was forced to pay 
an undisclosed sum for the rights 
to Jacobs and Gillette, which spon- 
sored both the radio and regular 
tele airings. 

_ Fight was projected via a new 
direct system developed jointly by 
the 20th-Fox engineering depart- 
ment, under the supervision of 
Earl I. Sponable; RCA and War- 
ners. Pictures were sent via NBC- 
Philco’s microwave relay from 


(Continued on page 21) 
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“314th WEEK! 
| KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
Now Playing Nationatiy 
“BILL AND COO” 


Speciai Academy Award Winner 


$400,000 to Pix 











Washington, June 29. 





President Truman 
| $6,000,000,000 foreign economic aid 
| bill yesterday (Monday), out of 


| which the film and publishing in- 
dustries will profit to the extent of 
$10,000,000. Measure provides that 
the Government will reimburse the 
industries to that extent for coin 
frozen abroad. 

It is expected that film producers 
will get about $4,000,000 of the 
money. It is designed to encourage 
them to send their product into 
countries out of which they* can 
get no coin, but with which the 


vantageous to keep familiar with 
the American way of life. Pro 
ducers cannot be reimbursed be- 
yond their actual out-of-pocket ex- 
penses for sending pix into the 
countries. 


DENIES B’WAY PALACE 
WILL AGAIN GO VAUDE 


“You don’t try to walk on your 
head when it is easier to walk on 
your feet.” 

That was the answer this week 
by Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO the- 
atres topper, to repeated reports 
that the Palace on Broadway would 
return to two-a-day vaude. Kings- 
berg was emphatic that no changes 
in the Palace’s double-feature 
grind policy were contemplated. 
Also that no switches in manage- 
ment or ownership were in the 
wind. 

It had been reported that the 
Brandts were endeavoring to make 
a deal with RKO by which they 
would take over operation of the 
Palace for two-a-day in return for 
giving control of the Mayfair and 
Globe on Broadway to RKO. 
Kingsberg said no such proposition 
had been presented. 


Services for Earl Carroll 


Hollywood, June 29. 
Final serviees for Earl Carroll, 
who died last week in a Pennsyi- 
vanian plane wreck, were held 
yesterday (Mon.) at the Church of 
the Recessional in Forest Lawn. 
His remains were cremated and 
laid to rest in an urn beside that 
of actress Beryl Wallace, who was 
killed in the same cresh. 


N. Y. Memorial 











dozen friends met in the offices of 
agent Miles Ingalls in the Astor 
hotel for an informal Earl Carroll 
memorial service. In addition to 
Dr. Louis Wolfe, Carroll’s personal 
physician in N. Y., and Ingalls, 
those present included Herbert 
Adams, Emil Friedlander, James 
Stroock, Lou Walters, Abe Olman, 
Samuel Reiter, Ed MeGowan, Joe 
Flamm, Jack Pulaski and Chris 
Scaife. 


N. Y. to Europe 
Jack Benny 
Maurice A. Bergman 
Alice Faye 
Greta Gynt 
Phil Harris 
Cy Howard 
Henry King 
Hedy Lamarr 
Lt. Audie Murphy 
Mary Livingstone 
William A. Scully 











Two Alternative Plans Bringing 
One-Union Idea Closer Into Bemg 


+ 





Greta Gynt to Hollywood 


Greta Gynt, British actress, has 





State Dept. feels it would be ad-| 


« - @ * into widespread 
Via ere lems from the standpoint of both 
sex and brutality. 


been inked to a five-year pact by 
indie producer Robert Siodmak, 
who is slated to roll with her first 
U. S. pie in November. Miss 


: Gynt’s ticket permits her to make 


one film a year in England. 

Actress planed to England Mon- 
day (28) but will return to the 
U. S. in August. 


‘British ‘Orchids’ Gets 
WA Brusheroo as Toe 
Censorable for U. S. 


United Artists, which had been 
considering “No Orchids for Miss 
Blandish” for U. S. distribution, 
has given up the idea. It considers 
the British film too likely to run 

censorship prob- 


Picture is the British idea of an 





In New York Thursday (24), a 


Ameriéan gangster film, with all 


signed the | the cliches of the hot-gun era. It 


has \become something of a cause 
celebre in Britain, with great criti- 
cism voiced of it in Parliament and 
by the press. It has been a surprise 
b.o. smash, however. . 


While UA, which has been 
recently, is passing it by, it is be- 
lieved very likely that an indie 


can release. According to a UA 
exec, “The picture is all right for 
a distributo who wants to book it 
into houses which don’t worry 
about their relationship with the 
Johnston office.” 


Pic, in the manner of the Hum- 
phrey Bogart-James Cagney-Fd- 


in heavily for gunplay and bru- 
tality that no longer meets with 
current interpretations of the in- 
dustry’s production code, in addi- 
tion to its sex angles, in UA’s 
opinion. It was made and is being 
released in England by Renown 
Productions. Jack LaRue and 
Hugh McDermott are starred. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Neil Agnew 
Fred Ahern 
Lucille Bannister 
Wallace Beery 
Don Belding 
Joseph Bernhard 
John Bertiro 
Scott Brady 
Carol Brandt 
George Burns . 
Bruce Cabot 
Eddie Cantor 
Buddy Clark 
Jerry Colonna 
Dennis Day 
Howard Dietz 
sames Dillon 
Jeff Donnell 

Al Freeman ° 
Edward Golden 
Lee Graham 
Toni Harper 
Nancy Hawkes 
Henry King 
Milton Krims 
Cal Kuhl ., 
Frances Langford 
Sonya Levien 
Viveca Lindfors 
Harold Lloyd 
Joan Lorring 
Louis B. Mayer 
Adolphe Menjou 
R. H. McCullough 
Joseph Nadel 
William Nassour 
Larry Parks 
Ralph G. Pollock 


Charles P. Skouras 
Jo Stafford 

Jack L. Warner 
Rhys Williams 





Europe to N.Y. 


Leonard Bernstein 
Victor Borge 

Jack Buchanan 
Samuel Chotzinoff 
Samuel Dushkin 
Clifford C. Fischer 
Abel Green 

Jack La Rue 
Nathan Milstein 
Pierre Monteaux 
Waiter “Chief” Palumbo 
Natalie Sehafer 





Arthur Hays Sulzberger 


screening “Blandish” for its execs | 


distrib will pick it up for Ameri- | 


ward G. Robinson tradition, goes | 


* Amalgamation of all performer 


unions into a one-card setup was 
several notches nearer realization 
as a result of the five-day confer- 
| ence last week at the Roosevelt ho- 
tel, N. Y., when delegates of the 
| various components of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica adopted two alternative plans 
to put the one-big-union idea into 
effect. 

The conference worked out a 
plan to achieve the amalgamation 
on a regional basis and another on 
a national basis. The national plan 
calls for the creation of a board of 
25 representatives from all the 4A 
components, with national head- 
quarters in New York. ‘There would 
be subsidiary regional boards in 
New York, Los Angeles and Chi- 
cago which can institute legislation 
, for national consideration. 


Under the regional plan, boards 
in the three major areas would be 
elected with membership in those 
boards based on the per-capita 
strength of each union. Under the 
regional setup there would be a 
national board cf 25 from elected 
regional members to pass on all 
legislation. 

Under both plans there would be 
a central treasury, uniform basic 
agreements and uniform collec- 
tions. Dues would. be based on the 
earnings of individual performers. 
Central housing would ultimately 
take place. 


Initiation Fee Setup 


On the question of inijiation 
fees, conference decided that once 
the highest initiation fee of $150 
was paid, a performer would be 
able to work in all fields. Under 
| present arrangements, initiation 

fees vary. The American Guild of 
' Variety Artists has a $50 scale; Ac- 
tors Equity, $100, and Screen Ac- 
tors Guild, $150. An AGVA mem- 
ber getting work in Equity would 
,; pay $50 additional, which would 
_ permit him to work in both fields 
| at any time. When he got screen 
| work, he’d pay an additional $50 
|}and thus -would be permitted to 

work in any 4A field. 

It’s planned to have a referen- 
dum of the board of the various 
unions select the plan to be put 
/into operation. The adoption of a 
| central constitution will also be 
put up to the board. 


| The major consideration for 
amalgamation purposes was the 
Taft-Hartley Law, which forbade 
members of one 4A group from 
coming to the aid of another in the 
event of a strike. Under the T-H 
legislation, such action would come 
under the category of a secondary 
boycott. Thus, if Equity members 
were called out, it would be illegal 
for SAG, AFRA or SAG members 
to provide Equity with help. 

However, underlying the confab 
was the essential realization that 
television ‘under the present set- 
up might bring about a battle- 
royal for the jurisdiction of that 
medium. 





Truman Picks Capra 


As UNESCO Delegate 


’ Washington, June 29. 

Film director Frank Capra has 
been given a recess appointment 
by President Truman as an alter- 
nate delegate to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization meeting to be held 
Oct. 18-Nov. 10. The meeting place 
has not been set. 

The President sent Capra’s nom- 
ination as UNESCO delegate too 
late for Senate confirmation, and 
therefore gave him the interim 
commission. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Ed Begley 
Arthur Bergh 
Jack Cohn 
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The Strike Threat 


The current contract between the Screen Actors Guild and the 


major studios expires July 31. 


Negotiations between the two groups 


for a renewal have been frequently desultory and indecisive. The 


threat of a strike hangs over = industry. 


not happen. 


That's a strike that must 


Reasons are many and obvious why a walkout in any industry is 


unfortunate. 


There’s a pervading reason applying to films at this 


time, however, that both the producers and actors should keep 


strongly in mind as they go about 


their negotiating. That’s the na- 


tion's present low esteem of Hollywood public relations-wise. * 


A strike by actors, with accompanying picketing, is the most ob- 


vious possible news copy. 


It will be played up in millions of words 


and thousands of photographs by the press and radio of the world. 
And every word and every picture will be another black eye for the 


American film industry. 


The black eyes of the past—previous labor troubles, the Thomas 
committee allegations of communism, the questionable moral con- 
duct of some Hollywood names, and a host of other items—are al- 


ready being felt at the boxoffice. 


A highly-publicized walkout of 


actors now could only add to the decline in grosses. 


The picture industry is already faced with severe economic hard- 
ships through actions, such as that of the British government, which 


it cannot control. It should avoid, 


it can control. 


at all cost, harmful actions which 


A strike at this time can do only cumulative harm to 


the pocketbooks of the actors themselves, the producers and the 
more than 200,000 other persons in the United States whose liveli- 


hood t depends on films. 





UA’s British Theatre Circuit Pro} ject 
Must First Lick Pix Supply Hurdles 





Two complications are holding + 


up United Artists’ decision to go 
ahead in its endeavor to build a 
fourth national ‘theatre circuit in 
Britain. If present exploration 
shows these can be licked, UA 
will give the green light to Sidney 
Bernstein and other British ex- 
hibs who have signified intent to 
go along with the scheme. 

First of the headaches is ascer- 
taining that enough British-made 
independent product will be avail- 
able to the new circuit to permit 
it to comply with the 45% quota. 
Latter means that a minimum of 
24 pix a year would be needed— 
which is more.than British pro- 
ducers outside the J. Arthur 
Rank and Sir Alexander Korda 
folds can turn out. 

Second complications is getting 
assurance from American com- 
panies that they will provide suf- 
ficient product to keep the houses 
supplied with first-run pix the 
other 28 weeks of each year. 

In light of the stringent restric- 
tions being imposed by Rank on 
playing time for Yank pix in his 
Odeon and Gaumont-British cir- 
cuit, that second complication 
seems easy of disposal. It’s not 
quite that simple, however. For 
one thing, the American com- 
panies which do business with the 
Rank circuits (20th-Fox, RKO, 
Paramount, Universal and Eagle 
Lion) are chary of making guaran- 

(Continued on page 6) 


Schlaifer Resigns AMPA 
In Protest of Youngstein 
Rap at Industry P.R. 


The fuse lit recently by Max E. 
Youngstein, pub-ad veepee of 
Eagle Lion, in a maiden speech 
before the Associated Motion Pic- 
ture Advertisers as its incoming 
prexy has exploded into an open 
feud over the industry’s public re- 
lations. In an exchange of com- 
munications stemming from 
Youngstein’s bombardment over 
the way the film biz is being sold 
to the public, Charles Schlaifer, 
ad-pub topper for 20th-Fox, 
slapped AMPA in a curt note this 
week when he resigned from the 
organization. 

Schlaifer, erstwhile chairman of 
the eastern committee of publicity 
heads formed last year to push 
public relations, addressed his res- 
ignation to Evelyn Kay Koleman, 
AMPA secretary. 

“While I am not questioning the 
right of any group or person to 
speak out on any subject, I am re- 
signing because it was my under- 
standing that it was not the func- 
tion of AMPA to engage in attacks 
upon the motion picture industry,” 








(Continued on page 21) 


Natalie Schafer’s Par 
Pic; London Legit Mebbe 


Natalie Schafer, who went to 
Europe on a theoretical two-week 
holiday with writer Katherine 
Brash but stayed two months, 
heads for the Coast next week on 
a Paramount assignment. 

Miss Schafer, who got in to N. Y. 
yesterday (Tues.) on the Queen 
Elizabeth, is reading a play which 
Emile Littler wants her to do in 
London. 


Indie Producers 
Shaky as 20th-Fox 
Execs Meet in L.A. 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Indie producers making “B’s” 
for 20th-Fox release may not be 
reoptioned when renewal dates ar- 
rive. Studio instead may take over 
production itself. Also a possibility 
is that the program may be 
dropped entirely. 

With eastern execs here this 
week, confabs on subject are ex- 
pected to get underway although 
no decision is due at this time. The 
studio is dissatisfied with general 
product indies have been making 
though this doesn’t apply to every 
picture. Execs hope something can 
be worked out for continuance of 
“B’s” from one source or other, 
which may mean retaining certain 
indies and dropping others. 

Eastern group, headed by Spyros 
Skouras, meets Joe Schenck and 

Continued on page 52) 


MATTY FOX NAMED U.S. 
REP FOR INDONESIA 


Matty Fox, veepee of Universal 
Pictures and board chairman of 
U’s wholly-owned subsid, United 
World Films, has taken on an im- 
portant non-film biz job. Fox is 
now U.S. purchasing agent for the 
Republic of Indonesia. As such, 
he is handling millions of dollars 
worth of American commodities 
grooved to that newly-formed suc- 
cessor to the Dutch East Indies. 

Purchasing chores are in addi- 
tion to Fox's duties at U. He is 
also directing hand of Vitavision, 
Ine., manufacturer of photographic 
materials for tri-dimensional pic- 
tures. At various times Fox has 
been interested in such diverse 
things as Bubaloon, plastic bal- 
loons, and World Wide Import Co., 
an export-import firm. 











YANKS EMBARGO PLAN VS. RA 


WOULD BE LEVER 
ON 457% QUOTA 


Arthur Kank, who has an- 
Pee as his aim the restriction 
of American pictures to less than 
40% of available playing time on 
his vast English circuits, may soon 
find himself with no U. S. product 
at all. Principal plan being dis- 
cussed by Yank industry toppers 
to counter Rank’s recent moves 
calls for an embargo on sales to 
him. 

Plan envisions putting the 
squeeze on the Briton’s 560 houses 
by selling around him and provid- 
ing product only to independent 
theatres and the Associated Brit- 
ish Circuit. Rank’s Odeon and 
Gaumont-Brit.sh chains would thus 
be pushed into an almost impos- 
sible competitive situation. 

Being discussed as a method of 
accomplishing the lever on Rank— 
which, it is thought, might also 
cause the British government to 
relent on:the new 45% quota—is 
establishment of a single organiza- 
tion through which the product of 
all Yank companies would be sold 
and distributed in England. New 
outfit would be similar to the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. or might 
be a subsidiary of it. 

Aim of the setup would be to 
gain power for the American in- 
dustry by giving it centralized con- 
trol of all product. It would thus 
be able to choose its customers in 
Britain without fear that its posi- 
tion would be weakened by one 
or more companies breaking the 
embargo by selling to Rank or any 


(Continued on page 27) 


Rocky Mountain Allied 
Thinks It’s Good Biz 
To Be Good to Worker 


Denver, June 29, 
Be kind to the workingman. 
That's the advice given to its thea- 
tre-owner members this week by 
Rocky Mountain Allied. No altru- 
ism is involved. It’s just good 
business, according to a bulletin 
sent out by the organization, be- 
cause, while “the owner of the 
local mill is more apt to be found 
at the country club,” his em- 

ployees are frequent filmgoers. 
The two major principles of 
unionism—“more pay and fewer 
hours” — “are right down our 
alley,” Allied states. “First be- 
cause movies are entertainment 


(Continued on page 25) 














Record No. of Unreleased Pix Finds 
Some Studios Shuttering for Summer 





Researchers Go for Baby 
Talk in Juve Pix Poll 


In the first systematic attempt to 
discover what are the needs and 
wants of the juve trade, the Na- 
tional Children’s Film _ Library 
committee is launching a research 
project among kids eight to 12 
years old on their reaction to so- 
called “recommended” films. 

Committee, composed of promi- 
nent women’s clubs, parent-teach- 
er associations and preview groups, 
will withhold all suggestions to 
producers until ‘authoriative in- 
formation is available.” 


Other Changes 
Due at UA As 
Lazarus Ups 


Further top-echelon exec changes 
at United Artists are expected to 
follow the promotion this week of 
Paul N. Lazarus, Jr., publicity-ad- 
vertising chief, tc the newly-creat- 
ed post of executive assistant to 
prexy Grad Sears. Howard Le- 
Sieur, assistant pub-ad director, 
has been upped to Lazarus’ former 
post, 

With lLazarus’s promotion de- 
signed to relieve Sears of some 
of his duties in connection with 
supervision of sales, the new spot 
may well lead to changes in that 
department, it is understood. 

Upping of the pub-ad topper to 
the new post was not unexpected. 
He has worked closely with Sears 


(Continued on page 21) 


RKO GOES HOLLYWOOD 
FOR STOCKHOLDER MEET 


Hollywood, June 29. 
For first time in its corporate 
history, RKO will hold a directors 
meeting here. Session, slated for 
July 10, indicates that under new 








‘|management, the Gower street lot 


really is going Hollywood. 

Next stockholders’ meeting is 
due in about six weeks, when rep- 
resentative of Howard Hughes, the 
new controlling owner, will be 





elected to the board. 





National Boxoffice Survey 
Heat Sloughs Biz in Many Keys—‘Waltz,’ ‘Apache,’ 


‘Regards,’ ‘Seas,’ 


Torrid weather, first of year in 
several sectors, is wilting the box- 
office generally this stanza, but is 
not holding back many of the big 
pictures. “Emperor Waltz” (Par) is 


taking a commanding lead as No. 
1 boxoffice champ this week, sup- 
planting “Homecoming” (M-G) in 
first place after the Turner-Gable 
starrer had held top position for 
four weeks in succession. “Fort 
Apache” (RKO), which had lagged 
in recent sessions, pushed ahead 
to cop second spot. 

“Waltz” not only is grabbing 
top coin but hit a new high in 
Denver, is sock in N. Y. for sec- 
ond week at Music Hall, smash in 
San Francisco, big in St. Louis, 
solid in Philadelphia and okay in 
fifth L. A. round. 


Third place goes to “Give My 
Regards to Broadway” (20th) large- 
ly via the weight of numerous 
playdates. But it is strong to great 
in only a few keys. “Romance on 
High Seas” (WB) is climbing into 
fourth position although not par- 
ticularly big. “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col) continues fine to land fifth 
place while “Pirate” (M-G) will 
wind up in sixth groove. 

Remainder of biz is widely split 
up, with “On Merry Way” (UA), 
“Best Years” (RKO), “Silver Riv- 





‘Fuller’ Set Pace 


er’ (WB) and “Up In Central 
Park” (U) heading the runners-up. 

Two reissues are doing smart 
biz. Best is “Bring ‘Em Back 
Alive” (RKO), which is faring bet- 
ter than many of new pix in run- 
ner-up category. This oldie adven- 
ture thriller is strong in Boston, 
sock in Cincinnati, great in Buf- 
falo, nice in Providence and okay 
in Cleveland. “Crusades” (Par), 
the other, is solid in Chicago and 
good in Detroit. 

“Years” shapes big in Cincy 
and Denver, playing at pop scale. 
Film also is sock in Baltimore and 
neat in St. Louis. 

“Street of No Name” (20th) is 
rated great in L. A. preem, being 
the outstanding new picture. “So 
This Is New York” (UA) shapes 
disappointing in Philadelphia and 
average in Baltimore. 

“Summer Holiday” (M-G) con- 
tinues light currently. “Father 
Dunne’ (RKO) also looks mild. 
“Green Grass” (20th) is disap- 
pointing this round. 

“Bill and Coo” (Rep) is doing 
solidly in Chi. “Hazard’’ (Par) 
looks modest in Washington and 
mild in Louisville. “Duel in Sun” 
(SRO) is torrid in Portland. “Old 
Los Angeles” (Rep) shapes okay 
in Cleveland and Indianapolis. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 13-15) 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Virtual shutdown of a number of 
major company studios during the 
summer and a sharp decrease in 
the number of pix to go before the 
cameras in others is regarded here 
as the inevitable result of a rec- 
ord number of unreleased pix in 
company vaults. Production is 
therefore expected to dip to a rec- 
ord low for the months of July, 
August and September. 

Universal, now gunning seven 
pix through the lot, for one, will 
shutter Aug. 1 for six-to-eight 
weeks. RKO has only two films 
being lensed at the current time 
and plans only one starter in the 
next eight weeks. Other com- 
panies with peak backlogs are 
thinking along the same lines. 

The fact that product is backing 
up at a fast pace is the chief reason 
for tapering production, and pos- 
sibility of a strike by the Screen 
Actors Guild, which could catch 
some films half-made before the 
cameras, is also a factor in red- 
lighting studio activities. SAG 
pact expires July 31 and there is 
no telling at the present time 

(Continued on page 25) 


‘In the Doghouse, 
But Mary Pickford 
Sees UA Emerging OK 


Current outlook for United 
Artists as well as the entire in- 
dustry isn’t particularly favorable, 
according to UA’s co-owner, Mary 
Pickford, who sailed from New 
York for Europe last week abeard 
the America accompanied by her 
husband, Charles (Buddy) Rogers. 
“We're all in the doghouse,” she 
said. 

As far as UA is concerned, Miss 
Pickford pointed out that the 
company will be 30 years old next 
January and in its existence had 
survived many illnesses. She ex- 
pressed confidence that it would 
continue to weather its problems. 

In a two-month European trip 

(Continued on page 21) 
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A new Giant takes : eek SS | Je. "3 Fey 
its place among the | i so i 
screen’s all-time Great! 
Irving Berlin’s 

“Faster Parade” is a 
sensation in its first 
engagement. Marking 
an innovation in 
Broadway presentations, 
Loew’s State Theatre has 2 
heen honored with the a ‘ol o 
World Premiere of M-G-M’s ¥ ie 


remarkable musical. t. 
Already previewed by the press A 4 
and the trade, it is acclaimed SS 


the greatest attraction p ¥ 
of its kind ever made. R EF 
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PETER LAWFORD - ANN MILLER 


coor x Technicolor 


Screen Play by Sidney Sheldon, Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 
Original Story by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett 


Lyrics and Music by Musical Numbers Directed by 
IRVING BERLIN . ROBERT ALTON 


Directed by CHARLES WALTERS ¢ Produced by ARTHUR FREED 
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Group on UA Board Would Sue 
Rank for Denying Playing Tim 


United Artists is listening to the + 


urging of a militant section of its 
board of directors, which wants 
the company to start legal action 
in England against J. Arthur Rank. 
UA feels that the British film ty- 
coon has not given it a fair shake 
in denying it playing time on the 
Odeon circuit, of which it is part 
owner. 

UA exee v.p. Arthur W. Kelly, 
who recently returned to the U.S. 
from London, refused this week to 
divulge the company’s plans re- 


garding Rank. However, British 
counsel with whom Kelly con- 
ferred in London feel that UA, 


while not having an open-and-shut 
case against Rank, at least has an 
even chance of winning. 

British law differs from that of 
the U. S. in giving minority stock- 
holders very little rights. UA’s 
position, however, is that it is not 
a minority stockholder in Odeon, 
but a 50% partner, although Rank 
hclds the casting vote. The catch 
is that UA’s ownership is not in 
the Odeon cireuit operating com- 
pany itself (Oleon Theatres, Ltd.) 
but in a helding corporation, 
Odeon Cinema Holdings Ce., Ltd. 

UA and Rank each owns half 
of the holding company steck. In 
turn, chief assets. of the latter are 
something over 2,000,060 shares 
(controlling interest) in Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd. It is this techni- 
cality of indirect ownership in the 
circuit operating company that 

(Continued on page 23) 


Dollar-Payment Deal 
Still Being Negotiated 
By UA on Italo Distrib 


A recent proposal of Artisti As- 
sociati, United Artists current 
Italian releasing agency, to make 
some or possibly all of its payments 
to UA in dollars is still in the nego- 
tiation stage, aecording to Amerigo 
Benefieco, American representative 
of Comm. Caramelli, who heads 
AA. Back from huddies in Rome 
with Caramelli, Benefico said in 
New York last week that the Ital- 
jan agency is sending over its gen- 
eral director to confer on the situa- 
tion with UA foreign topper Arthur 
W. Kelly. 

Negotiations between UA and its 
Italian franchise-holder have been 
going on since early April as an 
aftermath to an offer Monty Banks 
made to the American company 
whereby he would make all pay- 
ments on Italian distribution in 
dollars in return for the franchise 
there. Banks claimed he would 
back up his dollar deal by placing 
$50,000 in escrow in a New York 
bank as a guarantee of dollar pay- 
ment in this country. 

However, under Banks’ arrange- 
ment he would merely be a middle- 
man and expects to farm out UA’s 
films to existing Italian distribs. 
When AA followed with a dollar 
offer to UA similar to that sub- 
mitted by Banks, the American 
firm deeided to give the Italian dis- 
trib time to work out a deal, since 
it was anxious to retain the serv- 
ices of Caramelli’s releasing setup. 


CINECOLOR, CLIFT GIVE 
UP ON BRITISH TINT LAB 


Negotiations between Cinecolor 
and Sir Sidney Clift, British exhib, 
are continuing on the prospect of 
setting up a new distribution com- 
pany in England to handle Film 
Classics product. Cinecolor and 
Clift, however, have all but given 
up their idea of establishing a lab 
for the tint process in Britain in 
the near future. 

FC, which is a_ wholly-owned 
subsid of Cinecolor, has no distrib 
in England currently. With a 
schedule of 37 new pictures com- 
ing up next year, instead of re- 
stricting itself to reissues, as it did 
in the past, the company is in need 
of a British setup. 

Thus Joseph Bernhard, prez of 
both Cinecolor and FC, has been 
having long-distance discussions 
with Clift on the prospect of. his 
heading a British-financed outfit to 
build the lab and distribute FC 
pix. Difficulties of getting con- 
struction materials in England 
now, with severe governmental re- 
strictions in force, has caused the 
virtual abandonment of hope that 
the lab can be built within the 
next few years. 














Scully, Bergman To 


England on Rank Biz 


William A. Scully, distribution 
veepee of Universal, and Maurice 
Bergman, eastern ad-pub head, sail 
for England today (Wed.) aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth. The duo are 
making the crossing to talk plans 
for long-range publicity buildups 
on J. Arthur Rank product which 
U is distributing in the U. S. Final 
releasing and promotion program 
for Rank’s “Hamlet” will also be 
on the agenda. 

Scully-Bergman trek is similar to 
that completed recently by Wil- 
liam J. Heineman, distribution 
veepee for Eagle Lion, and Max 
Youngstein, ad-pub v.p. As an 
aftermath of Rank’s product being 
divided between U and EL, Brit- 
isher has asked for intensive bally- 
ing to precede release of his new 
product. 


Envoy Douglas 
Protesting 457, 


British Quota 


Washington, June 29. 


State Dept. insiders warned this 
week that no quick action should 
be expected on the protest against 
the new British 45% quota. With 
developments in Berlin creating 
something of a Russian crisis and 
much activity growing out of 
President Truman’s signature of 
the new foreign economic aid bill, 
the State Dept. is up to its ears in 
work, beside which the film protest 
is considefed almost trivial. 


Ambassador Lewis Deuglas is re- 
ported taking up with top British 
government officials the squawk 
filed with the State Dept. by the 
Ameriean industry. No word has 
been received from him yet, how- 
ever. 


B.0. SLIDE REFLECTED 
IN APRIL TAX RETURN 


Washington, June 29. 

The boxoffice falloff. causing 
many exhibitors to claim that their 
business is down to pre-war levels, 
is reflected in the latest tax return 
figures issued by the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue. 

April biz brought Uncle Sam 
$28,309,290 from all sources pay- 
ing the 20% admissions tax—the- 
atres, sports, carnivals, dance halls, 
swimming pools, ete. Nearly 80° 
of the total is figured to come 
from pictures. The Government 
take is $3,000,000 below the same 








month of 1947, and nearly $3,000.- | 


000 below the previous month of 
1948. 

The 20% bite on nitery tabs was 
also on the skids. Here the tax 
collector got only $3,712,000, off 
$1,000,000 from a year ago, and 
nearly $1,000,000 under the pre- 


vious month of this year. ° | 


The Broadway sector did no bet- 
ter than the nation as a whole. Ad- 
missions taxes amounted to $5,- 
399,867, off about $400,000 from 
the previous month, and down sub- 
stantially from the big $6,764,000 
of April, 1947. 





Bankers to Europe 


For Film Onceover 

Alex Ardrey, v.p. in charge of 
film loans for the Bankers Trust 
Co., N. Y., left last week for Eu- 
rope. Likewise abroad is Giovanni 
Pagnamenta, who handles most of 
the loans to indie producers for the 
bank. 

They will gander the situation as 
regards films in England and on 
the Continent, as well as handling 
other business of Bankers Trust 
abroad. There's a possibility of 
Ardrey’s making arrangements 
with the British government to per- 
mit advances being made against 
future unremittable funds for pro- 
duction in England by U. S. com- 
panies. These advances would be 
made by Bankers’ London branch. 

Pagnamenta is due back next 
month and Ardrey in August. 
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UA's Brit. Circuit 
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‘tees elsewhere, living in the hope 
that they may yet make a favor- 
‘able deal for playing time with 
| the Odeon and G-B chief. The 
Rank houses in general would 
| provide more film rental than an 
indie circuit could. Columbia, 
with nothing to lose, would, of 
'course, be almost certain to go 
, along with UA. 

A further complication to 
| guarantees of product by U. S. 
| eompanies is that the British films 
lact prohibits any contracts for 
| pictures beyond six months ahead. 
| Possibility is seen, however, by 
| Arthur W. Kelly, UA exec vV.p., 
| who has been pushing the fourth- 
lcireuit idea, that a compact might 
‘be made by the companies under 
U. S. law. 

‘Only Pessible Solution’ 

The fourth chain is seen by 
, Kelly as the only possible solu- 
| tion to the present impasse, which 
i finds UA and Columbia with no 
‘promise of playing time by Rank, 
and other companies with very 
‘limited guarantees. Rank is going 
beyond the official 45% quota of 
| British-made pix which he must 
| play. He’ll exceed that figure as 
'much as he ean with his promised 
inerease in output and generous 
use of reissues. Each Ameriean 
| company he deals with is reported 
lonly getting about five playdates 
‘(except EL, which will get two) 
|for the rest of this year. 
| Third major British circuit is 
Associated British, in whieh War- 
ner Bros. is part owner. It plays 
| WB and Metro product, so those 
‘companies would not be involved 
‘in the fourth circuit plans. 
| Fourth web, as Kelly has 
| worked it out with indie circuit 
|owners in Britain, would not en- 
| tail any pooling of ownership. 
| Each of the chains would keep its 
[name and independent ownership 
| but, overall, would be imposed an 
administrative and boeking com- 

ine. 
| This would be incorperated with 
| nominal capital of perhaps £1,000 
l!and would be supported by pro 
|rata assessment on the members. 
| Latter would guarantee playing 
|time for the British indie and 
| American pix in return for the 
| Guarantees made to them. 
|; One of the difficulties, as 
/pointed out above, is that such 
| guarantees can be legally made for 
_onky six months ahead. This is a 
problem to the circuit owners, 
| since they’d have to shift their 


whole operation from the subse- 
quent runs that they generally 
play now to first-run. Establishing 
the changeover might well take 
six months, by which time their 
guarantee of first-run product 
would have expired. Naturally, 
they don’t want either the trouble 
or embarrassment of having to 
switch back to subsequents. 

Bernstein is the leader of the 
group %f indie circuit operators 
with whom Kelly has been speak- 
ing during his recent trips to 
London. It is believed that Bern- 
stein is only awaiting word from 
the UA exec. before - pressing 
| vigorously ahead on the circuit 
plan. His own chain of about 35 
houses would be its nub, along 
with the approximately 40 thea- 
tres of the Shipman & King in- 
terests. Also involved in the ven- 
ture, it is reported, is Sir Sidney 
Clift, who owns the most impor- 
tant Scottish circuit. 


KORDA, SELZNICK ADD 
OTH PIC TO BRIT. DEAL 


; London, June 29. 

Sir Alexander Korda and David 
O. Selznick have added another 
| picture to the agreement made last 
month for combined production of 
four films in England. Fifth pie, 
which will go into production next 
| year, will be “Gone the Earth,” 
from the story by Mary Webb. 
Starred in it will be Joseph Cot- 
por Jennifer Jones and David Far- 
rar. 

First picture, “Tess 
D'Urbervilles,” is set for a Septem- 
ber or October start. Script is cur- 
rently being prepared at the Selz- 
nick studios in the U. S. Miss 
Jones will be starred. 

Korda’s similar production deal 
with Samuel Goldwyn will see Da- 
vid Niven arriving here about Aug. 
1 to start work in “The Scarlet 
Pimpernel.” Script is being pre- 
pared here and will be sent to 
Goldwyn for his approval about 
July 15. ° 
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him at their recent Isle of Man 
Exhibs are doubly up in arms 


that the British distrib is setting 
law forcing them to show a huge 
prices to milk them of maximu 


Plenty of fireworks is expected 


fulfill quotas in the past. 


London, June 29. 


With both sides impatient to hurl charges faee to face, J. Arthur. 
Rank and the Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. have moved up to 
Thursday (1) their set-to, originally scheduled for mid-July. The 
British film topper accepted an invitation to address CEA members 
and answer their questions following their strong condemnation of 


eonvention. 
over the new 45% quota, whieh 


they think was put through largely at Rank’s urging, and the faet 


new rental terms of 35% to 55, 


sliding scale on all films. They claim he helped push through the 


quantity of his six and then upped 
m rental. 
when the theatre-men face Rank, 


and likewise when he starts fingerpointing at those who failed to 














Assoc. Brit. ’47 Net 


London, June 29. 

Net profits of Associated British 
Pictures in 1947 dwindled to $3.- 
$24,696, almost a 50% dive from 
the $6,293,220, which the combined 
producing and theatre outfit cor- 
ralled the year before. The dip 
affects Warner Bros., which owns 
a 3712°% 
common stock outstanding. That 
interest is estimated at $8,164,826. 

Announcement of profits was 
coupled with that of a dividend of 
2212° on par value of outstanding 
stock, compared to a 30 divvy 
last year. Par on common is fixed 
at five shillings ($1), so that the 
company is distributing 22!2c per 
share. 


Film Labor Chief 
In Britain Backs 
Yanks on 


London, June 29. 
Fears of U. S. preducers that 
they received the short end in re- 
cent Anglo-American dealings have 
been seconded by Tom O’Brien, 
general secretary of the National 
Assn. of Theatrical and Kinemato- 
graph Employees, who told Brit- 
ishers this week that “Americans 

hold the sticky end of the stick.” 
Americans bowed to the dollar 
crisis and agreed to earn less and 
be told how to spend their smaller 
earnings in Britain. “That is a 
great gesture,’ O’Brien stated in a 
bylined article in the London Star. 





‘ 


cannot produce enough British 
films yet to fill our 45% of the 
program in the new Quota Act.” 
O’Brien, however, supports the 
Quota Act as a needed stimulus to 
British film-makers. Harking back 
to the first Quota Act of 1928, 
O’Brien warned the British indus- 
try _ against turning out tawdry 
“quickies” as a means of filling 
playing time with British pix. In 
1928, he said,. such fix, when 
shown alongside of first - class 
American films, created a terrific 
hostility against the home product. 
“That must not happen again,” 
O’Brien emphasized. 
_Britain’s film labor chief pre- 
dicts that the new act cannot be 
‘Continued on page 23) 


Yates to Europe For 
Frozen-Com Onceover 


Republic Pictures prexy Herbert 
J. Yates sailed last week for Eu- 
rope to study the frozen coin situa- 
tion in various continental ecoun- 
tries and make a first hand on-the- 
scene analysis of Re ic” 
blocked remittances. ape 

Republie chief said that although 
the company has frozen rental 
money in most European countries, 
the organization has no immediate 
production plans either on the 
continent or in Britain. Company, 
he revealed, doesn't contemplate 
acquiring any British-made prod- 
uct for U. S. distribution even 
though there’s a strong link to 
British Lion. 


Chi RKO Cuts Prices 


Chicago, June 29. 
RKO Loop theatres, Palace and 











Takes 50% Tobeggan| 


interest in the company’s | 


“She is entitled to object that we | 


Lords OK Quota: 
Doubt Fulfillment 


London, June 29. 

House of Lords today (Tuesday) 
approved the 45% quota on first 
features and 25% on seeond fea- 
itures, starting Oct 10. Lord Swin- 
ton, former president of the Board 
lof Trade, who was responsible for 
the 1928 Quota Act, said he thought 
the 45° quota physically impos- 
sible to fulfill. He declared he ap- 
preciated that exhibitors failing to 
ijmeet the queta could be excused 
|\by the Board of Trade, but felt 
lthat very unsatisfactery. 
| if the quota is fixed so high that 
nearly every exhibitor claimed ex- 
|cusal, it would put heavy onus on 
|Harold Wilson, Board of Trade 
|prexy, Swinton added. The inten- 
‘tion of Parliament was that* ex- 
lemptions should be the exception, 
| not the rule, he said. 
Lord Strabolgi asked what guar- 
lantee there was that there would 
|be a sufficient number of suitable 
films to fill the quota. Lord Chor- 
\ley, replying fer the Gevernment, 
isaid the quota was fixed realis- 
itieally on the basis of what was 
\thought could be done. There is 
|m@ reason to suppese there would 
|be wholesale exceptions, he stated 
in urging the Lords to have eon- 
fidence in the British film industry. 
|He declared that small hails, re- 
|quiring 200 films annually, would 
|have to be excused. 


\Rank Says Brit. Needs 
‘Good American Films’ 
To Bind Anglo-U.S. Ties 


Tilting at reperts to the con- 
trary, J. Arthur Rank believes 
Britain needs “good American 
films to bring us closer together.” 
Rank makes the assertion in a 
cable which he despatched to eight 
Boston newspaper critics yester- 
day (Tues.) informing them that 
his film “Hamlet” will have its 
U. S. preem at the Astor theatre, 
Boston, August 18. 

“To me here in England, I feel 
that your enthusiasm for this Brit- 
ish film demonstrates my conten- 
tion that the finest British pictures 
should always play in the U. S. 
and the finest American pictures 
should always play in Britain,” 
Rank declared. 

“I frequently read erronegus re- 
ports which might indicate that we 
here in England feel otherwise.” 
Rank continued. “This is far from 
the fact. We want the finest 
Hollywood pictures always for our 
public as we hope you will always 
want ours.” 

In .support, Rank cited the big 
reception given Samuel Goldwyn’s 
“Best Years” in Britain. His cable 
confirmed a promise made by him 
to Boston newspapermen earlier 
this year that the Hub would get 
“Hamlet” first. 


STOCKHOLDERS BACK 
_ RANK ON POOLING 


London, June 29. 

While ‘his American partners, 
United Artists and 20th-Fox, didn't 
‘like it a bit, J. Arthur Rank ap- 
| parently had no trouble lining up 
his British shareholders behind 
him in pooling of the Gaumont- 
British and Odeon cricuits. The 
‘stamp of approval put on Rank’s 

















Grand, as predicted, slashed their action by the stockholders last 
matinee prices to conform with week places the 564 houses of his 
Balaban & Katz downtown theatres. twe cireuits under centralized con- 
Price before 1 p.m. is 50c.; before | trol. 
5, 65¢e. Previous b.o. was 67c. to 5 | Odeon proxies in favor of the 
o'clock. move exceeded 95%. GB proxies 
Essaness houses, Woods and were voted for 3,500,000 shares, 
‘Oriental, still are 98c. straight. {with only 1,724 negative. 
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Nat'l Allied May Hang Up Gloves 


As NCA-Fox Peace 


West End, N. J., June 29. 

What may prove to be a spec- 
tacular about-face by National 
Allied, the perennial dissident in 
exhib-distrib relations, is strongly 
indicated here at the annual con- 
vention of New Jersey Allied. 
Nationwide adoption by Allied 
units of the conciliation plan put 
through in Minneapolis by Bennie 
Berger, prez of North Central Al- 
lied, and Andy Smith, sales chief 
for 20th-Fox, 
works. Such a move could augur 
the end of name-calling and court 
visits in favor of an inclusive arbi- 
tration system for the industry. 

It is obvious here that the Ber- 
ger-Smith accord has received a 
favorable reception from Allied 
members. Edward Lachman, re- 
tiring prexy of this local unit, in 
his year’s report, intimated that 


his group will seek to put through | 


a parallel system. He also backed 
an extension of conciliation to 
every Allied unit in the country. 
Since William Ainsworth, Na- 
tional Allied’s new prexy, is at- 
tending the convention, it is likely 
that Lachman is voicing the for- 
mer’s views. At any rate, a closed 


meeting of Allied members which | 


winds up the business end of the 
convention temorrow (Wed.) will 
iake up the question. Regional 
huddle will also talk about the 
innovation. 

The Berger-Smith plan, 
contined to Minneapolis on dis- 
putes between Allied exhibs and 
20th, provides for creation of a 
six-man board made up of Allied 
members appointed by Berger. 
They are to consider any question 
which is“not purely personal, and 


make recommendations to appro-_ 


priate officials of 20th. Latter 
binds itself to give fair weight to 
recommendations and make every 
effort te rectify abuses. 

Some 250 exhibs are at hand at 
the Hollywood hotel which houses 
the convention. Besides Lachman, 
these exhibs have also been briefed 
on television by Paul Raibourn, 
Paramount veepee who heads his 
company’s video activities. 

Raibourn, appearing yesterday 
(Mon.), struck an optimistic chord 
on tele. He discounted the widely 
held fear that television will cut 
sharply into theatre grosses. Rai- 
bourn maintained that video will 
help theatre returns rather than 
cripple them. Exhibs were urged 
by him to cooperate with the new 
medium rather than fight it. 


‘Miracle’ Title NG 
For B.0., Bogeaus 





is apparently in the J 


now | 


Plan Gains Support 
| Jolin 3. Joenee Genivaes 
Screen Gaild Quitting 


{ 
| Hollywood, June 29. 
John J. Jones announced his 
resignation as Screen Guild Prexy, 
confirming Varirry story of a2 
month ago. which was denied at 
the time. He’s bowing out to devote 
all his time to requirements of his 
outside business interests. 
Robert L. Lippert, exec veepee, 
succeeds him, with second veepee 
Arthur Lockwood moving into Lip- 





of directors. He’s been prexy two 
and a half years. 
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20th-Fex, NCA 
» 
Work Out Trial 
Mediation Pi 
Minneapolis, June 29. 

Members of North Central Allied 
will hold off on threatened suits 
against 20th-Fox, and _ probably 
| against all other distributors, pend- 
ing the tryout of a “Minneapolis 
mediation plan” conceived by Ben- 
nie Berger. the organization’s pres- 
|ident. with 20th-Fox. 

Designed to eliminate friction 
and bring peace within the industry 
and to halt the present and 
threatened flood of litigation, the 
plan calls for a North Central 
Allied grievance committee to 
conciliate exhibitor-distributor dis- 
putes around the conference table. 

Here last week to work out the 
plan with Berger, Andy W. Smith, 
20th-Fox general sales manager, 
said that if the plan succeeds he 
and Berger hope to prove a pattern 
for adoption by the rest of the 
industry. It will be given a fair 
trial and, if found practical and 
proved successful, will be estab- 
lished on a permanent basis, Smith 
and Berger announced. 

The mediation plan is non-parti- 
san in its application, it was ex- 
plained. The grievance committee 
will meet at scheduled periods to 
hear any complaints which any ex- 
hibitor in the Minneapolis territory 
may have in his relations with 20th- 
Fox. “Only such complaints as the 

(Continued on page 18) 








Change Ups Biz 
Effect of a picture’s M4 on its MAJORS SETTLE SUIT 


b.o. draw was perhaps never more 
clearly demonstrated than in the 
case of Benedict Bogeaus’ “On Our 
Merry Way.” formerly labeled “A 
Miracle Can Happen.” Pic, being 
distributed by United Artists, had 
three openings under the old tag. 
It did fairish biz in Detroit, but 
flopped miserably in New York and 
Philly. Producer and distrib, as a 
result, decided to pull it while they 
figured out the reason, since it 
had plenty of name marquee value 
—Paulette Goddard, Burgess Mere- 
dith. James Stewart, Henry Fonda, 
Dorothy Lamour, Fred MacMurray 
and Victor Moore, in addition to. 
a flock of secondary players. 

It was decided that the title must | 
be at fault, that the word “miracie” 
was probably confusing people. 
They didn’t know whether-it was 
a religious picture, or whai. 
one UA exec declared: “The word | 
‘miracle’ in a title is like building 
a fence around the theatre.” 


That was apparently the answer. 


for the film has had about 15 dates | and 


AS | erator 


WITH THEATCO IN SF. 


San Francisco. June 29. 

Pushing its strategy to cut down 
as much as possible on costly anti- 
trust trials, which involve lengthy 
court appearances by film execs 
and lawyers. the majors have 
settled the $1,200,000 treble-dam- 
age action brought here by Theat- 
co. Inc. While exact terms of 
settlement have not been revealed, 
| understood Theatco was paid a cash 
sum. Questions of run, clearance 
and availability of product will be 
jtabled until the statutory court 
rules on the main Government ac- 








tion. with that decision determin- | 


ing those points. 

| Case, filed in 1945, was to be 
tried before Federal Judge Michael 
|.J. Roache next week. Theatco, op- 
of the Empire theatre. 
charged illegal refusal to sell that 
hos first-run pix. 


Ii demanded an order requiring | 
Fox-West Coast to sell its El Rey 


Parkside theatres and be 


under the new tag since June 9 barred from buying any other 


and has done much better. 
still not extra-special, but the film 
looks like it might gross around 
$1.600.000 domestic, 


$600.000 it was headed for under 
-xaign has been others, 
~2* as when re- 


the old tag. Ad « 
virtually the s r 
leased the first time. 


Biz is ‘houses west of Twin Peaks. Settle- 


ment recognized that those ques- 


tions would be decided in the. 
against the Government action. 
Named as defendants, among 


Universal, Warner Bros., Metro 
‘and Columbia. 





pert’s post. Jones, head of Jones, 
Linick & Schaefer theatre chain | 
Chicago, keeps his SG franchise | 


hoidings in Chicago and indianap- | 
olis and also remains on the board | 








TOTAL CLAIM 
OF TRUST SUITS 


New crop of anti-trust suits filed 
against the eight majors in the past 
few weeks has brought the total of 
potential damages up to figure of 
$47,500,000. At the same time, 
legaliies who expected a deluge of 
treble-damage actions brought by 
exhibs immediately following the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision, now 
believe theatre operators are lay- 





Delay Goldman Hearing 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Hearing on William Gold- 
man’s motion for an order di- 
vesting Warner Bros. and 
other major companies of their 
theatres in the Philly area has 
been postponed until the fall. 

This course was agreed upon 
after a discussion in Federal 
Judge William H. Kaérkpatrick’s 
chambers today (Tues.) be- 
tween William A. Gray, Gold- 
man’s lawyer, and Morris 
Wolf, repping for the defend- 
ants. 








ing back to await the final word of 
the statutory court. 

In all, eight majors have plunked 
out $6,500,000 to date in damages 
from those suits already tried or 
settled. That is in addition to in- 
junctive relief obtained on clear- 
ance and run, with the most dra- 
matic of that type handed down 
in Chicago on the Jackson Park 
suit. 

Picture for distribs is not alto- 
gether a dark one. Recent devel- 
opments in working out defenses 
have brought about raising of 
counterclaims, wherever possible, 
for percentage-chiseling on film 
rentals. One of the most recent 
settiements—that in the anti-trust 
action brought by B. R. McLendon 
in Dallas—won not only a dismiss- 
al for the majors but also payment 
of $5,000 on counterclaims. 

Four actions were filed within 
the past week. Most important 
was brought in Philadelphia by 

(Continued on page 23) 


Texas Allied Rule 
Dallas. June 29. 

Moving to abdicate what he 
termed his “one-man” rule of Al- 
lied Theatre Owners of Texas, Col. 
H. A. Cole has informed the unit's 
directors that he would not serve 
as head of the exhib organization 
after the next annual convention 
Nov. 1-2. Cole said the present 
setup of Texas Allied has left many 
members cold and urged greater 
participation of directors and mem- 
ber in the outfit’s activities. He 
offered to continue as Texas rep 


on National Allied matters and 
help both the national and local 
boards 





Inaugurating a new election pro- 
cedure, Texas Allied officers will 
be named by directors who will be 
elected as heads of districts. Prepa- 
rations for the November conclave 
were begun with the naming of 
Phil Isley to be chairman of in- 
terim activities and to preside at | 
the convention. Rubin Frels was 
appointed finance chairman and 
C. D. Leon. entertainment chair- 
man. 


Janet Blair Winner In 
Billing Brush on ‘Fuller’ 


Hollywood, June 29. 
Federal Judge Paul McCormick 





issued a restraining order enjoin-| 


ing Columbia Pictures and Eddie 


Man,” 
appears in the same size type as 
Red Skelton’s. 





were 20th-Fox, Paramount, | 


| suit brought by the actress against 
| Columbia and Small last week. 


Small from putting out further ad- | 
| publicity material on “Fuller Brush | 
unless Janet Blair's name | 


Move is pending trial of $250,000 





McDonald Named 
Aide to Thompson 


Charles McDonald, RKO division 
manager in New York, has been 
named assistant to Major Leslie 
Thompson, labor relations exec for 
the RKO theatre circuit. 

Theatres formerly in McDonald's 
charge will be taken over by other 
N. Y. division managers. 


CBS Pushes Plan 


To Sell Scripts To 
Pix as NBC Blows 


CBS is continuing its efforts to 
sell Hollywood the rights to seme 
of the thousands of radio scripts 
it owns. while NBC has all but 
dropped a similar project. Neither 
net has sold anything to pictures 
since the large-scale combing of 
their properties for that purpose 
was begun. 

Figuring that picture sales could 
best be made on the Coast, rather 
than via major companies’ New 
York story departments, CBS re- 
cently hired Harold (Het) Man- 
heim as its: Hollywood sales rep. 
Manheim formerly handled the 
peddling of literary properties to 
films for the William Morris 
agency in New York. 

Nathan L. Halpern, assistant to 
the prez of CBS and in charge of 
the project, has been putting the 
scripts into the most palatable pos- 
sible form for films. He has a 
staff headed by Arthur Heineman, 
formerly assistant story ed of 
Columbia Pictures. choosing the 
most likely yarns from the stock- 
,pile and doing what almost 
amounts to film treatments of 
them. 


Peter Martin, who was to head 
up a similar operation at NBC, has 
left the company to become an as- 
sociate script editor at ABC. He 
was formerly eastern story editor 
of Universal. 


Martin had drawn up plans for 
a staff of about 15 people to cull 





preliminary film translations of 
them, but there has been no ac- 
tivity on the project recently. 

CBS staff, as well as looking into 
picture possibilities, is considering 
suitability of the old scripts for 
video adaptation. It’s believed 
likely that NBC will follow suit on 
that score, even if it doesn't go 
rahead with film plans. 


REPUBLIC IN STUDIO 
DEAL WITH WELCH 


Second deal has been closed by 
Republic for use by an indie pro- 
ducer of its studio space and lab- 
oratory facilities. New agreemen! 
is with Howard Welch, who will 
|make “Montana Belle” in Reps 
| Trucolor process. 
| Welch's arrangement is similar 
‘to that recently made by Hunt 
Stromberg, except that “Belle” will 
be released by Republic. Strom- 
| berg’s pic. “Too Late for Tears.” 
will be distributed by United Art- 
ists. 

Deals are identical in that they 
call for deferment by Rep of 
charges for the use of the studio 
and for lab work. which includes 
processing of daily shooting as 
well as release prints. Rep will 
‘have no financial participation in 
either film beyond payment to it 
,of its fees. which it gets after the 
producers have paid off their bank 
loans. Studio and lab charges will 
amount to between $150,000 to 
$200,000 on each film. 
| Rep’s aim in the deals is to 
bring down studio overhead by | 











the NBC properties and prepare. 





\Last Unorganized Outpost of Pix 
Capitulates as Salesmen Win Election 


7% 
. 


The last important unorganized 
sector of the film industry—the 
1,000 film salesmen operating in 
the nation’s 32 exchange areas— 
have come into the union fold as 
the Colosseum of Film Salesmen 
won hands down in bargaining 
elections at all of the major com- 
panies last Friday (25). Challeng- 
ing 12 film companies before the 
National Labor Relations Board, 
Colosseum was nixed only by 
salesmen at National Screen Serv- 
ice, who voted 32 to 19 to reject 
the guiid. 

Buttressed by a powerful show 
of support in the majors, Colos- 
seum execs are preparing to hit 
the industry with a sweeping se- 
ries of demands when contract ne- 
gotiations are begun. Talks are 
slated to open in about a month, 
since the NLRB Washington office 
has to certify the election results 
in a procedure that takes three to 
four weeks. 

Major gripe of the salesmen is 
the level of their take-home pay. 
According to allegations made by 
Colosseum members, salesmen’s 
salaries have remained virtually 
static during the past 10 years 
despite the wartime and postwar 
inflationary movement. Average 
wages of salesmen, it’s claimed, 
range between $75-$80, with little 
or no chances of promotion to 
better-paying posts. 

Running a close second to salary 
beefs is the question of seniority 
rights. During the economy wave 
which was set in motion last sum- 
mer, salesmen burned over the 
fact that many vet pix peddlers 
were chopped off company pay- 
rolls. Colosseum will demand ‘a 
strict procedure whereby layoffs 
are to be made from the bottom 
of the years-in-service list. 

Colosseum sprung up in the mid- 
west two years ago in the first stir- 
rings of film salesmen towards 
union organization. <A. A. Van 
Dyke, 20th-Fox division manager 
in Chicago. is prexy of the outfit 
and N. Provencher, in central 
headquarters in Milwaukee, is exec 
secretary 

Balloting in favor of Colosseum 
at the various companies was as 
follows: 20th-Fox, 76 to 8; Para- 
mount, 66 to 15; Columbia, 81 to 
19; United Artists, 61 to 10; Uni- 
versal, 79 to 7; Metro, 43 to 30; 
Warner Bros., 80 to 8; RKO, 81 
to 18; Republic, 61 to 0; Eagle 


Lion, 45 to 13; and Monogram, 11 


to 1. In addition, there were 
several disputed ballots which will 
not affect the results. 


Schaefer in Switch 
As Exclusive Ent Rep 
To General Indie Sales 


George J. Schaefer, v.p. in 
charge of sales for Enterprise, is 
switching from exclusive rep in the 
east for the unit to general indie 
sales representation. With only 
one more picture to be delivered 
by Ent under its releasing deal 
with United Artists, Schaefer is 
looking toward taking over eastern 
representation of other indies. 

Ent’s new distribution arrange- 
ment with Metro does not give the 
unit the right to approve all ex- 
hibition contracts, as does the UA 
deal. Therefore, the services of 
Schaefer's organization will no 
longer be required. Schaefer will 
continue, however, to supervise 
liquidation of Ent’s UA pix. 

Whole eastern organization set 
up by Enterprise will stick together 
as an independent unit in handling 
other producers when the Ent deal 
is finished, Schaefer said. This in- 
cludes Herman J. Lorber, who 
moved over from Paramount about 
a year ago to become Ent sales- 
manager, and Fred Polangin, Ent’s 
eastern publicity rep. 

Schaefer's deal with the David 
Loew-Charles Kinfeld unit calls for 
him to get 3° of the gross for 
supervising sales. Under the new 
deal, William F. Rodgers, Metro’s 
v.p. in charge of distribution, will 





keeping space occupied to the re the last word on sale of Ent 
pix 
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Beep Waters 
Hollywood, June 25. 


Mih-Fox release of Samuel G. Engel pro- 
@uction. Stars Dana Andrews, Jean Peters; 
features Cesar Romero, Dean _ Stockwell, 
Anne Revere, Ed Begley. Directed by 
Henry King. Screenplay, Richard Murphy, 
based on novel, ‘“‘Spoonhandle,’’ by Ruth 
Moore: camera, Joseph La Shelle; editor, 
Barbara McLean. Tradeshown in Holly- 
wood June 25, 48. Running time, 86 MINS. 
Hod Stillwell Dana Andrews 
Ann Freeman Jean Peters 
JOO SaNGOr. ... ccckissccesooves Cesar Romero 
Danny Mitchell Dean Stockwell 
Mary Mcivay Anne Revere 
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“Deep Waters” will get by on 
strength of Dana Andrews’ name 
and exploitation possibilities of its 
juvenile-delinquency theme, but 
will need pairing with a strong sup- 
port on double bill. As pure enter- 
tainment film is too sombre-toned, 
and subject as presented doesn’t 
always lend itself to more than 
average appeal. 

Story is set against lobster-fish- 
ing background of Maine, where 
Henry King troupe spent month or 
more filming exteriors. It is here 
that Dean Stockwell, a “state boy” 
—an orphan taken over by state of 
Maine—is sent by juve authorities 
to home of Anne Revere, a hard- 
bitten but tender-hearted woman, 
as chore-boy. Story follows him as 
he gets into trouble for stealing a 
camera and selling it to a second- 
hand store, and efforts of Dana An- 
drews, lobsterman, to straighten 
him out and later to adopt him. 

Interesting backgrounds are 
caught by camera, with whole film 
done in sepia, which gives it a par- 
ticularly warm hue. Exciting se- 
quence shows lobster boat driving 
through a storm to rescue of young- 
ster, who is clinging onto over- 
turned launch, with element of sus- 
pense entering as Andrews and 
Cesar Romero, his partner, nearly 
crash onto rocks after boy is picked 
up. Locations are fresh and new 
to movie-going public. 

Subject has been presented too 
leisurely. Entiré cast turns in 
workmanlike jobs, but fault lies in 
there being few highlights. What- 
ever acting honors there may be 
should go to young Stockwell. An- 
drews offers a straightforward per- 
formance, and so does Jean Peters, 
his co-star, although her part 
doesn’t entirely ring true. Romero 
is excellent as a Portuguese fisher- 
man, and Miss Revere, as usual, is 
persuasive. Ed Begley is good in 
smaller role. 

Samuel G. Engel gave film appro- 
priate physical values as producer, 
and King handled direction with 
eye to best effects, but both were 
somewhat stymied by wes 

it. 


Tap Reots 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, June 27. 


Thiversal release of Walter Wanger pro- 
@uction. Stars Van Heflin, Susan Hayward; 
features Boris Karloff, Julie London, Ward 
Bond, Richard Long, Whitfield Connor. Di- 
rected ly George Marshall. Screenplay, 
Alan LeMay; added dialog, Lionel Wig- 
gam; from novel by James Street; camera 
(Technicolor), Lionel Lindon, Winton C. 
Hoch; editor,.Milton Carruth; music, Frank 
Skinner. Previewed in Hollywood June 22, 
*48. Running time, 108 MINS, 
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There’; enough swash and buckle 
about “Tap Roots” to rate it good 
boxoffice in general situations. It 
never reaches epic proportions, is 
too long, and not always put to- 
gether smoothly. However, the 

lot's high romance, the color 
ensing of the Civil War costumes, 
sex implications and broad action 
are salable values that will give it 
ticket-window attention to a good 
degree. 

The George Marshall production 
for Walter Wanger Pictures, Inc.. 
spins a iact-fiction tale of a Missis- 
Sippi vailey family that tried to 
stand against the south and the 
north at the beginning of the war 
between the . states. Marshall's 
direction points up the pulp-fiction 
quality of the narrative, giving 
Sweep to the mass-action battle 
scenes. Characters are colorful, if 
unbelievable, and are generally 
well played, with a few exceptions. 

Script by Alan LeMay is based 
on James Street’s novel of the 
same title, and has necessarily, 
waterei down some of the book's 
more salty moments. Plot deals 
with the Dabney family and its 
efforts to maintain a neutral val- 
ley in the south when the Civil 
War comes. No Union soldiers ride 
through the footage, battle action 
taking place between the diehard 
recruits of the Dabneys and the 
wearers of the grey. 

Romantic conflict springs from 
characters of Van Heflin and Susan 
Hayward. Latter, fiery daug) ter 


of the Dabney tribe, gets her first 
emotional shakeup when Heflin, 
newspaper editor, decides she’s the 
girl for him. There’s plenty of 
smoldering sex in their scenes to- 
gether—just about as much as the 
screen allows. That fact lends it- 
self to exploitation, as does her 
sacrifice scene, when she goes to 
spend the night with a former 
fiance to give the Dabneys more 
time to draw their battle lines. 
Miss Hayward benefits from a 
well-drawn character and plays it 
to the hilt. Heflin’s ability over- 
comes difficulty of a role not 
clearly defined. Boris Karloff is 
excellent as an Indian friend of the 
family. Ward Bond misses on in- 
terpretation of the Dabney family 
head, and a number of his scenes 
should be cut entirely. Julie Lon- 
don, amorous younger sister who 
steals Whitfield Connor, Miss Hay- 
ward’s fiance; Connor, Richard 
Long, Arthur Shields, Ruby Dan- 
dridge and Russell Simpson are 
among others who are capable. 
Smoky Mountains location in 
North Carolina and Tennessee, 
where the Mississippi story was 
filmed, -lends itself magnificently 
to the color lensing of Lionel Lin- 
don’and Winton C. Hoch. Scenic 
beauty makes for standout produc- 
tion dress. Brog. 


Abhott & Costello Meet 
Frankenstein 
Hollywood, June 26. 


Universal release of Robert Arthur pro- 
duction. Stars Bud Abbott, Lou Costello; 


features lon Chaney, Bela J.ugosi, Glenn 
Strange, Lenore Aubert, Jane Randolph. 
Directed by Charles T. Barton. Screenplay, 
Robert Lees, Frederic I. Rinaldo, John 
Grant; camera, Charles Van Enger; editor, 
Frank Groges; music, Frank Skinner. Pre- 
viewed in Hollywood June 25, ‘48 Run- 
ning time, 82 MINS, 
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Charles Bradstreet 


“Abbott & Costello Meet Frank- 
enstein” is a happy combination 
both for chills and laughs. The 
comedy team battles it out with the 
studio’s roster of bogeymen in a 
rambunctious fracas that is funny 
and, at the same time, spine-tin- 
gling. Returns should please. 

Stalking. through the piece to 
add menace are such characters of 
horror as the Frankenstein Mon- 
ster, the Wolf Man and Dracula. 
Their presence is a_ boxoffice 
perker, exploitation-wise. Produc- 
tion is showmanly shaped to take 
advantage of ballyhoo angles, and 
selling should be easy in general 
situations. 

Loosely-knit script depicts a 
Monster growing weak. His master, 
Dracula, decides to transfer Cos- 
tello’s brain to the Frankenstein 
creation. As a lure, the batman 
uses wiles of Lenore Aubert to 
soften the fat man and maneuver 
him into proper setup. The dimwit 
finally catches on and, with expect- 
ed heroics, does in the heavies in a 
hilarious chase finale. Through it 
all runs the Wolf Man as a sym- 
pathetic character who tries to 
warn the heroes against the plot 
but, unfortunately, proves a bit of 
menace himself whenever the moon 
rises and changes him into a killer. 

Abbott and Costello work with 

less of their standard routines than 
usual, but keep the fun at high 
level. Bela Lugosi as Dracula; 
Glenn Strange, the Monster, and 
Lon Chaney, the Wolf Man, bul- 
wark the chilis and thrills. Miss 
Aubert, Dracula’s tool; Jane Ran- 
dolph, an insurance investigator; 
Frank Ferguson, operator of a hor- 
ror museum, and Charles Brad- 
street, a doctor, round out capable 
casting. 
The Robert Arthur production is 
neatly tied together by Charles T. 
Barton’s direction. Latter realizes 
on all the fun possible and misses 
no bets in sharpening blood-cur- 
dling sequences. Lensing, editing 
and other technical credits are 
good. Brog. 





Oliver Twist 
(BRITISH) 


London, June 23. 

Arthur Rank-Cineguild 
Ronald Neame production. Stars Robert 
Newton; features Alec Guinness, Kay 
Walsh, Francis L. Sullivan, Henry Stephen- 
son. Directed by David Lean. Screenplay 
by Lean, Stanley Haynes, from Charles 
Dickens’ novel. Editor, Jack Harris; music, 
Sir Arnold Bax; camera, Guy Green, Os- 


GED release of J. 


wald Morris. At Odeon, London, June 22, 
‘48. Running time, 116 MINS, 
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From every angle this is a 
superb achievement. Dickens’ de- 
votees may object to condensing of 
the story and omission of some of 





the minor characters. But what is 


ny, i ore — 


Miniature Reviews 


“Deep Waters” (20th). Som- 
bre juve-delinquency film will 
need strong selling. 

“Tap Roots” (U) 
Romantic costumer that 
swashbuckles through Civil 
War days in the South. Gen- 
eral appeal good and b.o. out- 
look okay.- 

“Abbott & Costello Meet 
Frankenstein” (U). Comedy 
team battles Frankenstein's 
Monster, the Wolf Man, and 


(Color). 


Dracula. Good b.o. 
“Oliver Twist” (GFD). 
Grade-A British version of 


Dickens’ novel. 

“The Black Arrow” (Col.) 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s ad- 
venture novel is an entertain- 
ing blood and _ thunder-ro- 
mance. 

“The Timber Trail” (Rep) 
(Songs-Color). Average Monte 
Hale oatuner for horse opera 
circuit. 

“Northwest Stampede” (Col- 
or) (EL). Joan Leslie, James 
Craig, Jackie Oakie in colorful 
western; okay biz. 

“The Twisted Road” (RKO) 
Somber story of hopeless 
young love. Excellently done 
but no marquee values in title 
or cast names. 

“The Betrayal” (Astor). All- 
Negro film is an_ overlong, 
naive drama, with limited 
audience appeal. 








left still runs close to two hours, 
to hold the interest and satisfy. 
This one will win honors all 
around. 

One of its merits is the absence 
of considerable unnecessary dialog, 
the child Oliver having the fewest 
lines ever allotted to so prominent 
a character. He has the wistful 
air of the typical Dickens waif and 
heads almost faultless casting for 
this second of Cineguild’s Dickens 
screenings. 

Camera work is on an exception- 
ally high level. Opening shots of 
a storm-swept sky and _ heavy 
clouds give an eerie quality that 
immediately grips the imagination. 
Josephine Stuart’s delineation of 
a woman in labor pains, dragging 
herself across rain-sodden fields to 
a distant light that spells sanctu- 
ary, is unparalleled in its poignant 
realism. 

_Story is straightforward depic- 
tion of the foundling’s life from his 
nameless birth in the workhouse, 
apprenticeship to a mortician, es- 
cape to London, corruption in the 
thieves’ kitchen, rescue from the 
magistrate’s court by his unknown 
grandfather, to his forcible return 
to Fagin’s gang and subsequent 
rescue when Bill Sikes is run to 
earth for the murder of Nancy. 

Alec Guinness gives a_ revolt- 
ingly faithful portrait of Fagin and 
Kay Walsh extracts just the right 
amount of viciousness overcome by 
pity in her delineation of Nancy. 
Robert Newton is a natural for 
the brutish Sikes and gets every 
ounce out of his opportunities. 
Henry Stephenson makes a gracious 
figure of Mr. Brownlow, who un- 
wittingly befriends his own grand- 
son. Francis L. Sullivan is suit- 
ably obnoxious as the Beadle and 
all other characters reveal dis- 
criminating judgment in casting. 

Highlights of the production are 
the opening and closing shots, the 
dramatic ending showing the 
masses of citizens and a squad of 
police tracking down the murderer, 
being led to his hideout by his dog. 
And, of course, the famous “ask- 
ing for more” scene when the poor 
mite goes up with his bowl for a 
second helping of gruel. Clem. 


The Black Arrew 


Columbia release of Edward Sma , 
Whytock) production. Stars oie Thane 
ward, Janet Blair: features George Mac- 
ready, Fdgar Buchanan, Rhys Williams 
Walter Kingsford, Lowell Gilrhore. Halli. 
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rhomas; editor, Jerome Thoms. Pre- 
viewed in N. Y., June 28, °48, Runoing 
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Using Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
‘The Black Arrow” for the takeoff, 
Columbia has made an action-filled 
cloak - and- dagger romance that 
should hold the customers for dual 
bills and secondary solos. The pic- 
ture is virtually a western of lethal 
combat, hard riding, intrigue and 
deep-dyed villainy —all in when- 
knighthood - was - in - flower terms. 
Maybe it isn’t exactly art, but it is 
good entertainment. 





course, the romantic angle 
has been accented heavily in the 





translation from Stevenson's dis- 
passionate narrative. The red- 
blooded hero returns from the 30 
Years War to learn that his uncle 
has murdered his father to seize 
the House of York and has had the 
neighboring Lord of the House of 
Lancaster executed for the crime. 
And he understandably tumbles 
hard for the nifty Lancaster 
daughter. : 

The script properly emphasizes 
the dual elements of turbulence 
and love. The contending noble- 
men and their henchmen battle 
with bow-and-arrow, crossbow, 
lance, battleaxe, sword and dagger. 
They scramble through secret pas- 
sages, over battlements and 
through forests. They push their 
horses to the limit of sweat-flecked 
flank. They match scheme with 
counter-scheme and boldness with 
brawn. And although the scoundrel 
tries to force the heroine to marry 
him to save her father from death, 
even he dies without a whimper 
when his plot backfires. Naturally, 
there’s a proper clinch for the 
fadeout. : 

The production, direction and 
performances combine to carry out 
the double intention. Louis Hay- 
ward is rightly vigorous as the 
hero, while Janet Blair is the nec- 
essary eyeful as the maiden-in- 
distress. George Macready, Rhys 
Williams, Walter Kingsford and 
Ray Teal are convincing knaves, 
with. Paul Cavanaugh and Edgar 
Buchanan as rebels against in- 
justice. Hobe. 


The Timber Trail 


(SONGS—COLOR) 
Republic release of Melville Tucker pro- 
duction. Stars Monte Hale, Lynne Roberts; 


features Foy Willing. Directed by Whilip 
Ford. Screenplay, Bob Williams; songs. 
Tim Spencer, Ned Washington, Phil Ohman; 
eamera (Trucolor), Reggie Lanning; editor, 
Tony Martinelli; musical director, Mort 
Glickman. Tradeshown N. Y., June 24, °48. 
Running time, 67 MINS. 


Ne PP ier ees ty eee Monte Hale 
Alice Baker...cecsccssccece: Lynne Roberts 
BOG TIGR . 0 o's veetegdt veecvecwes James Burke 
ts FPP err Roy Barcroft 
PEON TOMO. ck cccccdecesyce Francis Ford 
Jordon Weatherbee..Robert Emmett Keane 
ee. REET TT ee eee a 
PENNIES ch dbs's ceseeet cts ekeakes Fred Graham 
_ SAAR ale 6 kee © oe Wade Crosby 
Telegraph Operator..........-. Eddie Acuff 
Themselves: Foy Willing and the Riders of 


the Purple Sage 





“The Timber Trail” is average 
fare for the oatuner circuit. Pic 
has been cut from the same Tru- 
colored cloth used for its numer- 
ous predetessors in the Monte 
Hale series. It’s filled with the 
usual brace of hoof-beating, six- 
shooting, knuckle-scraping and 
mustang-vocalizing, all encased in 
a corny yarn. This item will 
neither surprise nor disappoint the 
juve clientele. 

Plot has the formula good guy 
vs. varmint angles, with Hale play- 
ing an itinerant cowboy who stops 
off in a badman’s town to help a 
lady in distress. Latter, played by 
Lynne Roberts, is daughter of a 
stagecoach operator who is being 
driven out of business through a 
conspiracy of the local banker and 
a gang of toughies. Hale, after be- 
ing framed, jailed and slugged to a 
fare-the-well, uncovers the culprits 
in a complicated ruse and delivers 
them slightly bruised to the sheriff. 

Hale walks through his paces in 
standard style, handling both the 
action and crooning spots as a 
cinema cowboy hero should. Miss 
Roberts is adequate for the slight 
romantic byplay, while Robert Em- 
mett Keane and Francis Ford 
make hissable heavies. Foy Will- 
ing and the Riders of the Purple 
Sage contribute a trio of pat 
prairie numbers in highly listen- 
able manner. Herm. 





Northwest Stampede 
(COLOR) 


Eagle Tion release of Albert 8 
production. Stars Joan Leslie, James on 
features Jack Oakie, Chill Wills. Directed 
by Albert S. Rogell. Story end screenplay 
Art Arthur, Lillie Hayward, sugeested by 
Saturday Evening Post Story, “‘Wild Horse 
Roundup,’’ by Jean Muir: camera, John W 
Boyle; editor, Philip Cahn: Cinecolor super- 
visor, Wilton Holm; special effecis R. O 
Ringer. Tradeshown in N. Y. June 25 "*48, 
ree lime, 79 MINS, . ; 
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“Northwest Stampede” is an out- | 


door animal-story thriller, the plot 
revolving around a white stallion 
and a police dog. Despite too 
much attention on these, film ulti- 
mately develops a fairly vivid he- 
man romance. Picture will de- 
light the-youngsters. It has some 
exciting photography of the Cana- 
dian Rockies, done in Cinecolor. 
But, boxoffice-wise, it does not rate 
much above the average western 
because of lack of top names. Ex- 
hibitors will have to lean on Joan 
Leslie, James Craig and Jack 


‘Oakie for marquee decoration, and 


it doesn’t look like it’s enough. 
Photographed on location, for 
the most part, in the Canadian 
Rockies, story concerns a star 
rodeo performer (James Craig) 
who inherits his dad's big ranch 

(Continued on page 18) 


2 Documentaries On 
‘Selling’ America 
Glib But Superficial 


Pair of documentaries, one spon- 
sored by the Motion Picture Assn, 
of America for showing in U. §,. 
theatres, and the other produced 
| under State Dept. contract for ex- 
hibition overseas, were screened in 
New York last week. The pictures 
have much in common in that they 
were both made to “sell” America, 
both are glibly and technically ex- 
cellent and both fail to get be- 
neath the superficial in detecting 
the country’s greatness. 

MPAA-sponsored film is a two- 
reeler labeled “Letter to a Rebel.” 
It was produced by RKO-Pathe as 
one of its “This Is America”’ series. 
It’s being sold at the regular rental 
fee, but can be spot-booked with- 
out buying the series. 

MPAA’s interest does not go be- 
yond having spurred RKO to make 
the short and encouraging theatres 
to play it. It did a similar stint 
with “Power Behind the Nation,” 
two-reel Technicolor subject pro- 
duced by Warner Bros. Latter pic, 
released last Oct. 11, has been 
highly successful for a briefie, hav- 
ing played more than 8,000 dates 
already. ‘ 

“Letter” is an over-simplified 
effort by producer Jay Bonafield to 
sell the free enterprise system by 
cataloging its advantages. This is 
done via a letter by a father to a 
college-hoy son with some radical 
ideas. 

Picture will well serve to convince 
those already sure that free enter- 
prise is the best possible system. 
Otherwise, the film’s prime use- 
fulness is as a public relations 
weapon, a handy item to throw in 
the faces of Rep. Thomas’ Un- 
American Activities committee 
members and others who have‘so 
loosely labeled Hollywood as ‘‘com- 
munistic.” 

Chief tault of the film is its com- 
plete failure to touch on some of 
the seamier sides of American life 
and demonstrate that they, too, are . 
being slowly but surely cured in 
the country’s customary two-steps- 
forward-and-one-step-back manner. 
Presentation of the idealized life of 
America’s “petit bourgeoisie” is no 
convincer to disbelievers who can 
throw up slums, lack of veterans’ 
housing, jimcrowism and a dozen 
other such items as proof that the 
free enterprise system still has a 
way to go before it can claim per- 
fection. 

State Dept.’s film, “Trailer 201,” 
was produced for it by Unity Films, 
Inc., and co-directed by Victor D. 
Solow and Peter Glushanok. The 
story of the American trucking in- 
dustry currently, as telescoped by 
a single trailer-truck, it will be 
translated into 27 languages and 
distributed to State’s missions for 
exhibition, mostly non-theatrical, 
throughout the world. : 

The fiim proves nothing and vet 
proves a lot of things. It demon- 
strates that America (as exempli- 
fied by the trucking industry) is 
highly efficient, that truckdrivers 
_ serious and hardworking, that 
the U. S. landscape is picturesque 
and that America is certainly the 
“have” nation of the world. 

But whether these are the things 
that influence people and win 
friends is another question. As 
for the efficiency of the U. S. and 
its workers, the people of the 
world—either fortunately or un- 
fortunately for themselves, accord- 
ing to the side they were on— 
found that out during the years 
1939 to 1945. And it’s a moot 





‘| point as to the effect of showing 


how it is considered nothing in the 
U. S. to ship a carload of radios 
700 miles, to please a manufac- 
turer. It’s a moot point as to 
whether it can create goodwill or 
envy that could turn to hate. 

In.any case, it would seem that 
there are more basic advantages to 
the American system than that to 
get the peoples of the world to 
emulate it rather than the com- 
, munist way. The four freedoms 
still seem more attractive than a 
speeding truckload of radios, no 
matter how efficiently delivered. 
That such freedoms are part of the 
American way of life should be 
|less subtly suggested in the State 
| Dept.’s output. 

Forty-one minutes of following a 
truck over the landscape, in any 
case, seems an overgenerous help- 
ing of time—and money-——to prove 
whatever point the State Dept. is 
trying to make. Herb. 





Wyman in ‘Serenade’ 
Hollywood, June 29. 

Warners handed Jane Wyman 
the top femme role in “Serenade.” 
previously announced as a starrer 
for Ann Sheridan. 

Picture, based on the James M. 
Cain story, will be produced by 
Jerry Wald and directed by Mi- 
chael Curtiz. 
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now find they have a new load to carry in their attempts to keep 
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boxoffices in the black ink. A rash of open-air auctions is spread- 
ing through northern Jersey, drawing traffic from every main 





The generally rosy view of most 


{ww Wt mwmie 


ser. ¢ 


road webbing the state. 


Public is going for it in heavy numbers 


with a consequent dip in theatre revenues. 


Peculiar, new gimmick being w 


anything they want sold in their 
auctions. 


orked is to invite people to bring 
personal effects to these outdoor 


Since inflation has boosted new goods to unprecedented 


levels, public is avidly shopping among these vendors of the second- 


hand. 


Besides, considerable showmanship is being displayed by 


fast-talking auctioneers, and Jersey families like the give-and-take 


of competitive bidding. 


Auctions are just one more lure in this state to keep people from 


theatres. 


every bar in Jersey. 


Night games of all sorts are an added factor heavily 
concentrated throughout the state. 
comparatively new threat of television, 


Besides which there is the 
installed in _ practically 














U.S. Film Industry 


Likely Czech Deal Despite Red Influence 


the Iron ¢ 


Despite extension of 
Curtain around Czechoslovakia, 
citizens of that country will prob- 
ably go on seeing American films. 
That was the report sent to the 
board of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn: in New York last week 
by Irving Maas, v.p. and general 
manager, who is now in Prague 
negotiating a new agreement with 
the Czech film monopoly. 

The new pact, it is understood, 
will not be so favorable as the one 
which expired last November, but 
industry execs are encouraged by 
the apparent willingness of the 





Encouraged By 





__ Sorrell’s Victory 


Hollywood, June 29. 
Herbert K. Sorrell’s candidates 
won a clean sweep in the annual 


election of officers for Studio 
| Paintets Local 644. 
Winners were Robert Ruck, 


| president: Ernie Hoffman, veepee; 
Vernon Mangold, recording secre- 
tary; Jack “Kistner, financial sec- 


retary, and Elmer Rusk, treasurer. 





push off on a full commercial pro- | 


* parts of the world. 
,a fullscale invasion of the U. 


London, June 29. A Outscores [AM 


If major U. S. film companies r A 
stall much longer before embark- In Techni Election 
Hollywood, June 29. 


ing into commercial production of 
pix for television exclusively, they The International Alliance of 
may find the field pre-empted by Theatrical Stage Employees scored 
their eld rival, J. Arthur. Rank, |2 S¥e*@eme vices over Ge 
ee ‘{ternational Assn. of Machinists at 
After two years of test produc- technicolor in an NLRB election to 
telepix, Rank’s Cinema-;determine who would rep 
Inc., is now ready to, workers. IA 
workers voting for no union. 
There are 58 former IAM mem- 
(bers at the studio, indicating 36 
voted for IA affiliation. 


Chances Brighter 
For Directors To 


Pact with Prods. 


tions of 
Television, 


of this video fare for all 
As a result, 
S. 
market is expected within the next 
12 months. 

With the American producers 
experimenting but not yet ready 
to supply Yank tele stations, Brit- 
ish magnate feels he can get the 
jump in meeting insistent demands 
for a film diet by the nets. He 
is prepared to turn out features, 


gram 





shorts, serials and pix intended 
for children. 
Rank toppers are currently | 


: ot 2 Hollywood, June 29. 
working out two problems which : Rast s shedeat ond : 
should be settled in short order. | Friggin Bye a 
First, whether distribution of tele-| °°. re reg ae wor PRge Phone 
pix will be handled by separate tag eer first an Ps 
units overseas created for that pur- | ‘"¢!! d reako = po ced = ith 
pose or by those orgs channelling | porte an agreeable meeting, with 
his regular theatrical product. a fair chance to settle their prob- 
Second, the old puzzler, whether | /©™s before the deadline. 
to make films specifically aimed | Chief complaint of the directors 


the | 
IA got 108, IAM 22, five | 


lexhibs polled by VARIETY on the 
television question—that it is mere 
\likely to be a digestible tidbit than 
|a bone-in-the-throat is entirely teo 
bright to suit Leo F. Wolcott, 
i|board chairman of Allied-Inde- 
|; pendent Theatre Owners of lowa- 
Nebraska. 
| Wolcott believes “that television 
‘can mean the virtuai destructior 
of motion picture theatres.” To 
this belief he hinges an important 
“if and when it reaches like per- 
fection, and depending on the po- 
sition and action of film producers 
and distributors.” 

“By the position and-action of 
producers and distributors, I mean 





whether they will furnish enter- 
tainment for tele,”’ Wolcott writes. 

“That material can be either 
film or flesh—which is an im- 
|portant point because Hollywood 
icontrols most of the important 


|drawing personalities. If they are 
going to furnish entertainment, 
it will be impossible to compete 
successfully with such television 
programs.” 

Other communications to Va- 
RIETY this week saw tele more 
likely to prove the exhibs’ oyster 
than not. Le Roy Johnson, man- 
ager for the Liberty theatre, Seat- 
tle, believes spot releases of sched- 
uled events shown in theatres via 
a large-screen will help draw folks 
staying at home. Fred Danz of Se- 
attle’s Sterling theatre opines that 
in the long run tele will work out 


stick to the British scene and plot, | inate use of the title “director” on 


Czechs to make any sort of new okay. 


agreement since they came com- 


New Stars 
Danz thinks video will build new . 


rE Sa Pw eo 


pletely under the Russian influ- 
ence during the past winter. 
Neither the quantity of films nor 
the percentage paid for them will 
be as high as in the old agree- 
ment, Maas has informed the 
board. 

The former contract called for 
80 films to be distributed in the 
year ending last November. 
were so popular and received such 
long runs, however, that there are 
still a few new ones being. played 
off. 

Maas has been shuttling back 
and forth to Budapest from Prague 
to complete an agreement with the 
Hungarian film monopoly. He goes 


(Continued on page 27) 





5 Coast Reissue Houses 
Beef on Sale of 38 UA 
Oldies for Televisio 


Exhibitor reaction to the group 


of 38 United Artists oldies bought | 


for television last week by WPIX 
(N. Y. Daily News) erupted as ex- 
pected this week with a protest 
filed by the five Academies-of- 
Proven-Hits reissue theatres in 
Los Angeles. Date was set for a 
July 6 hearing in New York fed- 
eral court, meanwhile, in the pro- 
test. filed by Film Classics against 
Sir Alexander Korda’s London 
Film Productions, which earlier 
had granted exclusive TV rights 
to 24 Korda oldies to WPIX. 

According to James Nicholson, 
co-owner of the Coast reissue 
chain, sale of the pix to tele will 
kill reissue houses. He declared 
that many of the UA pix sold to 
WPIX were played in his theatres 
less than a year ago and still have 
a strong potential gross. Five 
houses. he said, pay $150,000 in 
rentals on reissues. yearly. He 
charged producers with accepting 
a few dollars for TV rights in 
place of long-run money which 
would eventually net them more. 

In the FC action, the distribu- 
tion outfit has obtained a show 
cause order to have Hecuba Corp., 
also an indie distrib, produce the 
original contract between it and 
Korda. That pact was signed July 
3. 1946, giving Hecuba exclusive 
rights to the same 24 Korda pix 
sold to WPIX. Hecuba later signed 
a pact with FC, giving the latter 
firm the theatrical distribution 
rights. According to FC, the Hecu- 
ba-Korda_ contract contained 
clause prohibiting sale of the pix 
to TV within two years after the 
date of the contract, 


| by 


Foreign Pix Put 
On Censor Pan; | 


Clean H'wood Bill 


| While all Hollywood films have 
been given a clean bill of health 
unofficial censorship bodies 
since last Jan. 1, foreign pix have 
been taking their turn on the “C 
rating” hook in increasing num- 


Pix | 


unusually large number of four 
French films and one Swedish film 
have been indexed as “condemned” 
by the Catholic Legion of Decency 
reviewing board. The last U. S. pix 
to get its knuckles rapped by the 
L. of D. was Charles Chaplin's 
‘Monsieur Verdoux,” in 1947. 





Legion of Decency officials have 
been directing closer attention to 
(Continued on page 23) 


U-Projectionist Row 
Still Up in the Air 
As Walsh Won't Ref 


Dispute between projectionists 





number of boothmen to be em- 
ployed in the Park Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., is still hanging fire as Rich- 
ard F. Walsh, prez of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees, declined an invitation 
‘from both sides to act as arbitrator. 
Efforts are currently being made 
by Local 306, IATSE affiliate, and 
the company to arrive at a settle- 
ment through direct negotiations. 
Labor friction arose from the 
company’s proposal to reduce the 
number of Park Avenue operators 
i from seven to four. Pending settle- 
ment of the case union agreed to 
abide by the company’s demand in 
order to keep the theafre open. 


‘TULSA’ BUDGET PROBLEM .- 


Hollywood, June 29. 


Budget problems of the Walter 
Wanger production, “Tulsa,” are 
the subject of hot discussion on the 
Eagle Lion lot, where Robert Ben- 
jamin arrived over the weekend 
for huddles with the producer and 
Arthur Krim, EL prexy. 

Understood the picture threatens 
to break out of its original budget 
of $750,000, and the studio does 
not feel like tossing any more coin 
into the kitty. 








these video films abroad. 


On the distribution poser, no. 
problem is presented in the U. S. | 
since it has already been decided | 
that .United Worid Films, Univer- | 
sal’s subsid, will take on the job. | 
UWF, it is said, has been urging | 


jand that 


rector has the chief responsibility 
for a film, next to the preducer, 
there can be only one 
director. Financially, SDG demands 
a scale of $2,500 for films costing 
up to $50,000, ranging up to $10,- 
000 for a picture with budget of be- 


‘any feel that they are British. 


that Rank give his telepix a thor-| | 
ough international angle to avoid | Yond that budget the salary would 


be subject to individual negotiation 
between the director and the studio. 
On weekly contracts, SDG wants a 





tween $175,000 and $250,000. Be-'! 


bers. Im the last seven months the}. 





Local 306 and Universal over the | 





DEMILLE, ARGOSY, 
ROBERTS IN VIDEO 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Hopping on the video wagon, or 
threatening to hop thereon during 
the last week, were three film 
producers—Cecil B. DeMille, Ar- 
gosy and Roberts Productions. 

DeMille announced a setup for 
making television films apart from 
his motion picture activities at 


Paramount. John Ford and Merian 
Cooper formed Argosy Television 
Corp. Rob Roberts, John Garfield 
and Abraham Polonsky announced 
the formation of a company to 
telecast 26 half-hour subjects, to be 
financed by the profits of the mo- 
tion picture, “Body and Soul.” 


Levathes Defends Fox 
Reels as Distinct Units 


Twentieth-Fox hasn't lost a 
single exhibitor account for its the- 


atrical nevsreel because of its tele- 
vision newsreel, according to 20th 
shorts sales manager Peter Lev- 
athes, who’s in charge of newsreel 
sales. His statement is a direct 
refutation of recent industry re- 
ports that many exhibs, angered at 
what they considered unfair com- 
petition, were canceling their 20th 
contracts and switching over to 
other reels. 

Referring to Variety’s story last 
week to the effect that exhibs gen- 
erally not only aren’t fearful of 
video but want to get in on the 
newest phase of show biz, Levathes 
declared that most theatre opera- 
tors recognize that TV is a “coming 
thing.” They recognize, he de- 
clared, that 20th’s two reels are 
two separate and distinct services 
which aren’t in competition with 
each other. 








Other television news on 





pages 30-31. 








minimum of $750. Another de- 
mand is the right to approve or 
reject loanouts to other studios. 

SDG contract with the majors 
expired last March 12 and has been 
continuing under an interim agree- 
ment based on the old pact signed 
in 1939. 


Tele Study Sounds 


Optimistic Note In 
Actor-Studio Tiff 


Hollywood, June 29. 


First move to break the deadlock 
between the Screen Actors Guild 
and the film producers was the ap- 
pointmént of a joint sub-committee 
to study the problems of television 
in relation to film production. Ac- 
tors are represented on the commit- 
tee by Ronald Reagan, Walter Pid- 
geon, Boris Karloff, Laurence Beil- 
ensen, Pat Somerset and John 
Dales, Jr. Producer reps are Y. 
Frank Freeman, L. K. Sidney, Hal 
Roach, Jr., Anthony O’Rouke and 
Charles Boren. 

Separation of the television issue 
from the other negotiations was a 
partial victory for the actors. One 
of the causes of the break in nego- 
tiations last April was the refusal 
of the producers to accept the 
guild’s proposal that sub-commit- 
tees be appointed by each side to 
explore the issues involved. 

First meeting ended with a prom- 
ising note of optimism and indi- 
cated at least a hope that a new 
contract may be signed without re- 
sorting to a strike. 


SIEGEL’S CENTURY AD POST 

Myron Siegel will take over as 
ad-pub director of Century circuit 
from Edward Schreiber when the 
latter steps out tomorrow (1). 
Siegel formerly held the top ad- 
pub post but vacated it to act as 
aide to Fred Schwartz, Century's 
exec veepee, in various industry 
projects. 

Schreiber, who has held the job 
for the past two years, is going into 
business cut of the film industry. 








stars and find new talent—thus les- 
sening top name values. Tele wilt 
stimulate personal appearances, he 
avers, while its detrimental impact 
will fade as the public becomes 
used to the innovation. 

Ralph D. Goldberg, head of the 
Goldberg circuit in Omaha, holds 
to the middle ground that “tele 
isn’t going to ruin us, but # isn’t 
a benefactor by any means,” 

“Television has some weakness- 


(Continued on page 23) 


New Theatre Tele 


Screen Applicable 
To Film Projection 


A new and improved theatre 
screen developed by 20th-Fox en- 
gineers for theatre television is 
also revealed as app e to-reg- 
ular motion picture projection. 
Through directiofal - lighting, the 
screen has a light intensity twice 
that of the average screen now in 
use, meaning that theatres install- 
ing bh: rage will be able to 
cu eir electric wer and light 
bills almost in hak” 

Screen was devised under the 
supervision of 20th engineering 
chief Earl 1. Sponable. He declared 
that it represents a development of 
experimental work carried out by 
the German film industry before 
the war. Sponable declined to esti- 
mate what the cost to theatres 
would be, declaring that would de- 
pend on the methods used for pro- 
duction. It’s believed, however, 
that the raw materials involved 
cost only a fraction of those used 
for the standard theatre screens. 

Screen is composed of a material 
with minute ‘nodules spaced in 
both vertical and horizontal rows.” 
Nodules reflect the light in a di- 








| rectional beam back into the thea- 


tre auditorium, so that very little 
of the light intensity is lost. Ac- 
cording to Sponable, it was pos- 
sible to confine the angle of re- 
flection on the theatre tele screen 
installed last week in the Fox thea- 
tre, Philadelphia, to 30-degrees 
horizontally and 60-degrees ver- 
tically. Reflection is of sufficient 
width, however, to provide for uni- 
form vision from all parts of a 
theatre auditorium. 

Twentieth to date has no plans 
to put the screen into mass pro- 
duction for sale to theatres. It’s be- 
lieved that the company will turn 
them out first for its own use in 
expanding its theatre tele cover- 
age. 
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"Smash Boxotfice Thriller’ Street!” 


— Hollywood Reporter 
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Fuller’-Vaude Chi Clean-Up, $65,000: 
Ranchero -Stage Oke 406, Blandings 
Builds Neat $23,080, ‘4 Faces’ 106 


Chicago, June 29. 
Whether it was cutting of Bala- 
ban & Katz matinee prices, the re- 
turn of stageshows to the Chicago 
or the seven new films, this week 


rs 





v 
! 


j 


sees biz soaring upward. Biggest | 


thing on the street is the great 


business that Chicago is doing at | 


reduced scale with Billy DeWolfe 
heading stage fare and “Fuller 
Brush Man.” Shapes to loud $65,- 
000. Also on the strong side is 
“Mr. Blandings” with neat $23,000 
in tirst week at State-Lake. Duo 
bill of “Bill and Coo” and “Cage 
of Nightingales” at World is head- 
ing for sock $5,000. 

Oriental should do average $40.- 
000 with “Gay Ranchero” and Tex 
Williams and George Givot top- 

ing stagebill. 
‘Wallflowecr” looks medium $17.- 
000. Apolle with 
West” also is fairish at $10,000. 
Garrick has “Big Punch” and 
“Whispering City,” with okay 
$8.000 looming. “Arch of Tri- 
umph” at the Woods, in third 
week, shapes solid at $20,000. 
Second weekers are light except- 
ing “Crusades” at United Artists 
on reissue, which will hit an excel- 
lent $17,000. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apolio (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— 
“Four Faces West” (UA). 
$10,000. Last week, 
renina” (20th) (2d wk), light $8,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) with 
Billy DeWolfe on stage. Smash 
$65,000 in eight days. Last week, 
“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk), $23,000. 


Garrick (B&K) (50-85) — “Big 
Punch” (WB) and “Whispering | 
City” (EL). Okay $8,000. 


$6,000. 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 


“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO)|“Emperor Waltz” *(Par). 
Light $7,500. Last week, | $34,000 or near. 


(2d wk). 
$12,500. 


Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— | ! s (Par) ( 
“Gay Ranchero” (Rep) with Tex, “Paradine Case” (SRO) (2d wk). 
Williams and George Givot head-| Good $15,000. 
Average $40,000. | $22,500. 


lining vaude. 
Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 
plus Louis Jordan orch on stage 
(4th wk!, big $41,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,700; 50-98)— 
“All My Sons” (U) (2d wk). Mild 
$14,000. Last week, $19,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Wallflower”. (WB). So-so $17,000. 
Last week, “Seudda Hoo” (20th) 
(2d wk', $11,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Blandings” (SRO). Neat $23,- 
000. 
ing” (WB) with Henny Youngman 
and Rose Murphy (2d wk), stage 
$23,000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- | 
98)—"Crusades” (Par) (reissue) (2d | 


wk). Fine $17,000. Last week, 
i 20,000. 
: Sarre (Indie) (1,037; 98)—‘Arch 
of Triumph” (UA) (3d wk). Solid 
$20,000. Last week, sock $26,000. 
World (indie) (587-77 \—“Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) and “Cage Nightin- 
gales” (Indie). Grand $5,000. Last 
week, “Father’s House” (Indie) 


(4th wk), $2,900. 


‘River’ Fast $7,500, Omaha 


Omaha, gy 29. 
Open air spots are clipping 
i for most theatres, the 
Brandeis with “Silver River be- 





ion via fancy tak- | 
ing the exception v y /ing to $10,000. Last week, “Give 


Orpheum is only fair with 
Reshhess" plus the Ray Mc- 
band and the Modern- 


ings, 
“Mr. 
Kinley 
airres. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65 )— 
“Silver River” (WB) and “Trapped 
by Boston Blackie” (Col). _Fine 
$7,500 or near. Last week, “Tar- 
gan Mermaids” (RKO) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col), $6,800. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
80)—“Mr. Reckless” (Par) and Ray 
McKinley orch on stage and Mod- 
ernairres. Nice $18,000. Last week, 
“Smart Woman” (Mono plus Shep 
Fields orch with Vivian Blaine, 
0,000. 
pg Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65\—“Green Grass” (20th). Fair 
$11,000. Last week, “Give Reperds 
to Broadway” (20th), okay $11,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—*Regards Broadway” (20th) 
(m.o.). 
“<< wn” (Mast) and “The Kan- 
ey (reissues), trim $8,000. 


q "od 0 | 
SaiState (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Furnace Creek” (20th) and ““Two 


Mugs From Brooklyn” (Indie) (2d 
wk) Neat $3,000. Last week, $4,500. 





Four Faces | session being registered by “Em- 


Fair | 
“Anna Ka- |} 


Last’ week, “Winter Meet- 


Light $8,500. Last week, | 


' 
' 


Roosevelt with 


| 
} 
' 
| 
{ 


j 





EL __, Last | “The Pirate” (M-G). Trim $21,000. 
week, “Will It Happen Again” (In- |Last week, “Give Regards Broad- 
die) and “Argyle Secrets” (FC),| way” (20th) (2d wk), 3 days, oke 


| 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..... $64—)00 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year .........$663,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 








Waltz’ Smooth 


“Coroner Creek” 


| “Pirate” CMI-G) (m.o.). 


$34,000 in Frisco 


San Francisco June 29. 
Big news here this week is sock 


peror Waltz’ at Paramount, Bing 
Crosby being a special favorite in 
city. Louis-Walcott fight pictures 
are helping lift the Golden Gate 
back into solid money, “Tarzan and 
Mermaids” and “So Well Remem- 
bered” being the dual combo there. 
is getting no 
place at the Orpheum but “Letter 
from Unknown Woman” looks 
strong at United Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 
$1)\—“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) 
and “So Well Remembered” (RKO) 
plus fight pix. Okay $16,000. Last 
week, “Berlin Express” (RKO), dis- 
appointing $14,000. . é 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—“‘Sil- 
ver River’ (WB) (2d wk). Nice 
$12,500. Last week, oke $23,500. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 


$7,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
Smash 
Last week, “Raw 
Deal” (EL) (2d wk), $12,500. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 50-85)— 


‘ALIVE’ BRINGS EM IN- 
IN PROV., NICE $15,000 


Providence, June 29. 

Jupe Pluvius made his usual re- 
turn engagement to give this spot 
another in a long series of rainy 
Sundays and kept would-be motor- 
ists at home. Biz is levelling off 
with Loew’s State getting the big- 
gest take with “On Merry Way” 
but strongest showing is being 
made by “Bring "Em Back Alive” 
at the Albee on reissue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Bring’ "Em Back Alive” (RKO) 
(reissue) and “Heart of Virginia” 


(RKO). Also Leuis-Walcott fight 
pics. Nice $15,000. Last «week, 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and 


“Docks New Orleans” (RKO), same. 

Cariton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Ruthless” (WB) and “Close-Up” 
(WB). Good $6,500. Last week, 
“Broadway” (U) and “Flame of 
New Orleans” (U) (reisstres), fair 


$5,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and 
“Assigned to Danger’ (EL) (2d 


wk). Oke $5,000 after hitting nice 
$7,000 in first session. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Black Bart’ (U) and “Are You 
With It” (20th). Steady $15,000. 
Last week, “Green Grass” (20th) 
and “Counterfeiters” (20th), nice 
$17,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—“On 
Merry Way” (UA) and “Jassy” 


(UA). Barely good $17,500. Last 
week, “Homecoming” (M-G) (2d 
wk), good $14,000. 


Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—“Emperor Waltz” ¢Par). Opened 
Monday (28). Last week, “Cru- 
sades” (Par) (reissue), good $10,000. 


‘Arch’ Triumphs 
In Mild Mpls., 136 


* Minneapolis, June 29. 

Major newcomers are few in num- 
ber and not calculated to overcome 
the apathy current here. “Arch of 
Triumph” is showing some _ box- 
office strength, but response to 
“Romance on the High Seas” and 
“Another Part of the Forest” is 
very disappointing. Holdovers are 








Last week, sock 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85)—“‘Coroner Creek” (Col). 
Drab $12,000 or near. Last week, 


“On Merry Way” (UA) (2d wk), fair 


$11,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207;° 55-85)—“‘Letter Unknown 
Woman” (U). Strong $9,000 or 


(Continued on page 25) 


Heat Wave Hits Cleve.; 
Forest’ Droopy $10,000, 
‘Holiday’ Light $15,000 


Cieveland, June 29. 

Everything is nosediving here 
during first terrific heat spell. 
“Summer Holiday” is going very 
slowly at State while “Another 
Part of the Forest’ pushed Hipp 
into the cellar. Reissues of “Flow- 
ing Gold” and “God’s Country and 
Woman” are not deing too badly 
for Palace, with, help via Walcott- 
Louis fight films. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“Bring "Em Back Alive” (RKO) 
(reissue). Fairly satisfactory, -$10,- 
000. Last week, “Fuller Brush 
Man” (Col) (3d wk), excellent $13,- 
500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U). Wilt- 





Regards to Broadway” (20th), oke 
$15,500. 

Lake (Warner) (800; 55-70)—“Re- 
gards to Broadway” (20th) (m.o.). 
Mild $2,500. Last week, “Coroner 
Creek” (Col) (m.o.), pleasant $3,500. 

Lower Mall (Community) (570; 
55-70) —‘Man of Evil” (UA). Unex- 
pectedly nice $4,000. Last week, 


“Children of Paradise” (Tricolor), | sho 


mild $2,500. 

Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Old- Los Angeles” (Rep). Not too 
breezy at $6,000. Last week, “All 
My Sons“ (U) (m.o.), $7,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) and <“‘God’s 


Country and Woman” (WB) (re- 
issues). Moderate $15,000. Last 
week, “Wallflower” (WB) plus 


Jack Benny and radio troupe on 
stage, colossal $70,000 at $1.10 top, 
and new record. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G). Light 
$15,000. Last week, “Pirate” (M- 
G), $18,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)—- 
Extra nice 

“Hazard” 


$10,000. Last week, 


paced by “Fuller Brush Man,” in 
second week, and still big. Cool, 
rainy weather continues and is 
helping some. 
for This Week 
Centyry (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 


{m.o.). Fair $6,000. Last week, 
“Green Grass” (20th) (2d wk), 
$4,500. 


Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44) — “Un- 
der California Stars” (Rep) and 
“Little Tough Guys” (Indie) (re- 
issue). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
“Polo Joe” (Indie) and “Way Out 
| West” (Indie) (reissues), $2,800. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,500; 50- 
70)-—‘‘Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Winds up what's a good run for this 
legitimate roadshow house. Satis- 
factory $7,000 in prospect after 
about same second week. 

Lyric (Bar) (1,000; 50-70)—‘Mat- 
ing of Millie” (Col) (m.o.). Tepid 
$4,000 in sight. Last week, “Haz- 
ard” (Par) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Romance on High Seas” (WB). 
Moderate $14,000 despite being 
well liked. Last week, “‘Regards to 
Broadway” (20th), $14,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)—‘‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d 
wk). Has come through amazingly 
well, being great $13,000 currently 
after socko $16,000 initial ‘canto. 
Louis-Walcott fight pictures added 
this week. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600: 50-70)— 
“Another Part Forest’ (U). Lots of 
praise from crix but rush of cus- 
tomers is missing. Only moderate 
at $8,000. Last week, “Son of 
Dracula” (U) and “Ghost of Frank- 
enstein” (U) (reissues), slow $6,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“Arch 
of Triumph” (UA). Fancy sion 
looms. Last week, “Mating of 
lie” (Col), fair $8,500. 

U (Par) (1,000; 4 
“Sitting Pretty” cas og 


“Miracle a Fe (UA “Stent 
$3,500. A as 
World (Mann) (350; .50-85)— 
sp Surrenders” (U). Medium 
Pretty” 


$2,000. Last week, “Sitting 
(20th) (5th wk), fine $2,500. 


The parenthetic admission 
rices, however, as indicated, 





(Par), 25.600. 
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End of school term, with release 
of thousands of youngsters, plus 
the influx of out-of-towners are 
giving many Broadway deluxers a 
real boost this week. Summer heat 
arrived with a wallop during the 
past seven days, and managers now 
are seeking means of overcoming 
this seasonal factor. However, it 
was the number of visitors in town, 
either for the Louis-Walcott fight, 
up frem the Philly GOP convention 
or on vacation, that gave business a 
push, especially at combo houses. 


All theatres felt the competition 
of having radio and video listeners 
tuned in on the fight last Friday 
(25) night. Paramount was helped 
by additional patrons who were at- 
tracted to full-screen TV of heavy- 
weight title bout. Par flagship gave 
this as an added attraction to the 
regular show. 

Outstanding new bill is at Roxy, 
where the Andrews Sisters, plus 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis head- 
ing stageshow and launching of ice- 
show are pushing “Give My Re- 
gards to Broadway” to great $125,- 
000. Capitol is not far behind at 
smash $116,000 with ‘Fort Apache” 
and a solid boost from Lena Horne 
oe Skinnay Ennis topping stage- 

ill. ° 

Distinctly disappointing is the 
Strand with “Romance on High 
Seas” plus Bob Crosby heading 
stageshow. It does not look over 
$48,000. Another big disappointer 
is “Fighting Father Dunne,” which 
looks very light $15,000 at Victoria, 
which means only two weeks. 

Still in the blue chips is the 
Music Hall with “Emperor Waltz” 
and big ce pre Day stage- 
show. Hall will be terrific $153,000 
in second week ending today 
(Wed.) after new non-holiday week 
high of ee opening stanza. 
“Dream Girl,” despite fine assist 
from Phil Spitalny’s all-girl band, 
is slipping to barely okay $55.099 
at Paramount in second week. 
“Foreign Affair,” with Jo Stafiord, 
Sam Donahue band heading stage- 
bill, opens there today (Wed.). 


Most straight-film houses are 
straggling along, which may be the 
tip-off on what vacationeers are 


Palace, which is being helped by 
the fight films. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor ‘(City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—“Melody Time” (RKO) (5th wk). 
Present stanza endirig today (Wed.) 
perking up to $24,000 afier nice 
$22,000 lest week. Start of schoo] 
vacations helping this film which 
has special juvenile appeal. Con- 
tinues. 

(City Inv.) (650; 85-$1.50) 
—“Citi Saint” (Indie) (5th wk). 
Down to mild $2,500, and may not 
stay long after today tWed.): fourth 
week was okay $4,000. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.80) 
—‘“Fort Apache” (RKO) with Lena 
Horne, Skinnay Ennis orch, Paul 
Winchell, others, onstage. First 
week ending today (Wed.) looks 
great $116,000. Naturally is hold- 
ing. Upped scales giving this a 
big assist. Last week, “Bride Goes 
walt jesding™ angen” at 
° eading stage ( ), 
$49,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1.700; 70- 
$1.85)— “Lady From Shanghai” 
(Col) (4th-final wk). 


week's okay $17,000. 
(EL) is due in July 8. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
—“Areh of Triumph” (UA) (11th 
wk). Tenth stanza completed last 
Monday (28) night was down to 
$13,000 after 

ninth week. Fury 
Creek” (20th) opens July 
” Mayfair (Bran@t) (1.736; $0-$1.80) 
ie satel aenmeg on semen 

up 

; ) looks to Jand fine $5000 
_far from last week's 000. | 
35-80)— 


(RKO) (1,700; 

Express” (RKO) and 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) (2d runs) plus 
Louis-Waicott fight pix (started last 
- Interest in fight films 
helping this to solid $12,000. In 
“Iron Curtain” (20th) (2d 


: 


’ 


(ist run) with Zale-Graziano films 
was $10,000, below hopes. 
Parameunt (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 


“Dream Girl” (Par) and Phil 
Spitalny orch heading  stagebill, 


buying in N. Y. An exception is the | 


“Tender Years” (20th) | $3 


Visitors Boost B'way; Regards Plus 
‘Andrews Sis-Martin & Lewis-Iceshow 
Wow 1256, ‘Apache’-Horne Sock 1166 


vised on screen last Friday; first 
week was nice $68,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 80-$2.40)—‘“Emperor 
Waltz” (Par) with Independence 
Day stageshow (2d wk). Still ho!d- 
ing up remarkably well at $153,000, 
great, after new al!-time high for 
non-holiday week at $161,000 open- 
ing session. Stays on indef. Getting 
big share of out-of-town visitors. 
With long July 4 holiday weekend 
to help the third week, this looks 
good for five or six stanzas. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Tower of London” (FC) and “Man 
Who Reclaimed Head” (FC) (reis- 
sues) (2d wk). Still big draw at 
$10,000, after fine $13.600 opener. 
Holds again. 

‘Rivoli (OAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Lulu Belle” (Col) (2d wk). Off 
to slim $11,000, and not staying 
much longer. First was just pass- 
able at $17,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
with iceshow featuring Carol Lynne 
plus Andrews Sisters, Dean Martin 
& Jerry Lewis, others, onstage (2d 
wk). First week ended last (Tues.) 
night went to great $125,000, inno- 
vation of ice revue here plus strong 
stage layout boosting to this figure. 
Also helped by slight tilt of scale 
all alo line, with $1.80 top for 
weekends. In ahead, 6 days of sec- 
ond week of “Green Grass” (20th) 
plus Harry Richman heading 
stagebill, 000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G). Opens 
today (Wed.)) with world preem 
bally and upped scale. Last week, 
final 4 days of third stanza for 
“Summer Holiday’ (M-G) was 
down to $7,500 at 55-$1.25 scale, 
after okay $16,000 in second ses- 
sion. 

Strand (WB) 2,756; 70-$1.50)— 
—*“Romance on High Seas” (WB) 
plus Bob Crosby orch heading 
stagebill. First week ending to- 
morrow (Thurs.) proving big dis- 
appointment at $48,000, barely 
okay. Last week, second for “Wall- 
flower” (WB) and Ed “Archie” 
Gardner and “Duffy’s Tavern” 
radio group, plus Jane Russell, 
heading stagebill, was $38,000. 

Vicioria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50) —“Fighting Father Dunne” 
(RKO). First week ending today 
(Wed.) a disappointer at $15,000, 
after nice opening. Stays two 
only. Addition of Louis-Walcott 
fight pix starting last Saturday af- 
fernoon helping some. In ahead, 
second round of “Design for 
Death” (RKO), was only $10,000. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)—“Bad Sister” -(U) (3d-final 
wk). Down to mere $5,000 in final 
five days after $8,500 for second. 
Wound up run last Monday (28) 
with house being readied for preem 
of “Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 








| ‘Back Alive’ Fat $15,000, 


, 
. ee t 

Buff.; ‘On Way’ Okay 146 

”? 5 
Buffalo, June 29. 

Biz is way off here currently, but 
“Merry Way” is . It is tak- 
ing “Bring "Em Alive” to stir 
up excitement, and up the top 
gross in town despite *a re- 
issue. 

Estimates for This Week 
thy aha SA a at 
“é erry itd oney 
Madness” FO). Not so merry $14,- 
000. Last week, “Give Regards to 
Broadway” (20th) and “Waterfront 
Midnight” (Par), $15 ; 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
—* Grass” (20th) and 
$8,500 Last sali Pheat a 
1 S, te” (M-G 
and “Who Killed ‘Doc’ Robbin” 
(UA) (2d wk), mild $8,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—“Give 
Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 
“Waterfront Midnight” (Par) (m.o.). 
Big $8,000. Last week, “Smugglers” 
(EL) and “Web of Danger” (Rep), 
about same. 

Teek (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Pi- 
rate” (M-G) and “Who Killed ‘Doc’ 
Robbin” (UA) (m.o.). Routine $3,000 
or less. Last week, “Man from 
Texas” (EL) and “Bel Ami” (UA), 


,000. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “Jassy” (U). 
Mild $12,000. Last “Letter 


You With It” (U), $12,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent) (3,000; 
40-70)—“Bring "Em Back Alive” 
(RKO) (reissue) and “Angel’s Alley” 
(Mono) plus fight pix. Sock $15,000 





just okay $55,000, being helped by 
preview of “Affair” last (Tues.) 





include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


night and Louis-Walcott fight tele- 


or over. Last week, “Berlin Ex- 
' press” (RKO) and “Flame” (Rep), 
‘thin $9,000. 


~ 
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Screen Play by Richard Brooks and John Huston 
Based on the Play by MAXWELL ANDERSON 

As Produced on the Spoken Stage, by the 
Playwrights Company + Music by Max Steimer 
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Heat Bops Hub, but ‘Pirate’ $38,000: 
‘Alive’ 19G, ‘B’way’ 28G, Both Strong 


Boston, June 29. +4 


With run of real summer 
weather and along stretch of night 
baseball, Hub biz is sagging. Only 
three houses are dong much of 
anything, Keith Memorial, with 
“Give My Regards to Broadway” 
and State and Orpheum with “The 
Pirate” being standout. 
*Em Back Alive” also is strong at 
the RKO Boston. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycocks) (1,300; 40-80)— 
“Search” (M-G.) (3rd wk). Fair 
$5,500 after okay $6,500 last week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-80)— 
“Bring ’Em Back Alive” (RKO) 
and “Open Secret” (EL). Strong 
$19.000. Last week, “River Lady” 
(U) and “Whispering City” (EL), 
trim $16,500. 


Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75— 
“Jassy” (U). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, “State of Union” (M-G), 
$3,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Moderate $6,000. 


Last week, “Flowing Gold” (WB) 
and “God’s Country and Woman” 
(WB) ( reissues), $3,600. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Give Regards to Broadway” 
(20th) and “Cobra Strikes” (EL). 
Strong $28,000. Last week, “On 
Our Merry Way” (UA), $15,000 in 
6 days. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40- 
80)—"‘The Crusades” (Para) (re- 
issue) and “Secret Service In- 
vestigator’” (Rep). 
Last week, “Smart Woman?” 
(Mono) and “Wallflower” (WB), 
weak $14,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and “Blondie’s 
Reward” (Col). Neat $22,000 Last 
week, “Homecoming” (M-G) (2d 
wk), fair $15,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80) 
-—‘“‘Christmas Eve” (UA) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Okay $9,000 Last 
week, “Flowing Gold” (WB) and 
“God’s Country” (WB) (reissues), 
average $9,300. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80)— 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and Blondie’s 
Reward” (Col). Nice $16,000. Last 
week. “Homecoming” (M-G), mild 
$9,000. 


L’ ville Listless; ‘B’ way’ 
Gets Regards at $13,000 
But ‘Daughter’ Lean 116 


Louisville, June 29. 
Boxoffice pace at downtown 
houses is listless this week. With 
one or two exceptions, looks to be 


dullest stanza of year to date. Hot 
weather of last few days is keeping 
femmes home, and first runs are 
missing them. In spite of this sag. 
Rialto is drawing fairly good coin 
with “Give Regards Broadway.” 
“B:F.’s Daughter” is getting no 
place at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65)—“Hazard” (Par) and “Mr. 
Reckless” (Par) (2d wk). Light 
$3,000 or near. Last week, “Noose 
Hangs High” (EL) and “Green For 
Danger” (EL) (m.o.), $4,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
“Winter Meeting” (WB). Fairish 
$2,800. Last week, “Bishop’s Wife 
(RKO) and “Big Clock” (Par), about 
same. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
45-65)—"‘Mating of Millie” (Col). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Wall- 
flower” (WB), neat $6,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 





65) —"Racketeers” (SG) and “Call | 


It Murder” (SG) (reissues). Modest 
$4,000. Last week, “Buffalo Bill 
Rides Again” (EL) with Mills Bros. 
Kathy Moore, Joe Venuti Orch. on 
stage, strong $15,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Give 
Regards Broadway” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th). Looks best 
bet in town, good $13,000. Last 
week, “Hazard” (Par) and “Mr. 
Reckless” (Par), moderate $11,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“B.F.’s Daughter” (M -G) and 
“Trapped Boston Blackie (Col). 
Slowish $11,000. Last week, Bride 
Goes Wild” (M-G) and “Port Said 
(Col), excellent $15,000. a. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45- — “I, 
Jane Doe” (Rep) and “Heart of Vir- 
inia” (Rep). Shapes slow but 
‘ouis-Walcott fight films opening 
today may help. Flimsy $3,500 is 
outlook. Last week, “Bring Em 
Back Alive” (RKO) and “Arizona 
Ranger” (RKO) (reissues), satis- 
factory $5,000. 


“Bring t 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,591,000 





(Based on 22 cities, 206 
theatres, chiefly first ruins, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 

Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year .....«..; $2,737,000 

(Based on 21 cities, 207 
theatresq. 








Fair $19,000. |« 





‘New York Preem 


In Philly Dull 186 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Perfect outdoor weather and an 
oversupply of holdovers are proving 
too much for biz this session. Tag- 
end of GOP convention also was no 
help. ‘So This Is New York,” with 
an added -assist from personal by 
Henry Morgan, one of stars of 
film, is a major disappointment at 
the Earle on world preem week. 
“State of Union” and “Summer 
Holiday” are both very dull. 

“Give My Regards to Broadway” 
is off sharply in second week partly 
because the Fox, where playing, 
was used for television shows two 
nights in past week and not open 
to the public. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) (2d wk). Mild 
$9,000 after great $15,300 opener. 

Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Silver River’ (WB). Muddy at 
$3,800. Last week, “Arch of Tri- 
umfh” (UA), $3,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘Let- 
ter Unknown Woman” (U) (3d wk). 
Only $14,000 likely. Last week, 
mild $16,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-94)—“This 
Is New York” (UA). A real dis- 
appointment after fanfare and 
Henry Morgan personal appearance 
with $18,000, very mild. Last week, 
“All My Sons” (U) (4th wk), $15,- 
500. . . 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Re- 
gards to Broadway” (20th). Dropped 
sharply to $17,000. Closed Wed. 
and Thurs. nights. Last week, nice 
$25,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 
94)—‘‘Island With You” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Fine $21,000. Last week, nifty 
$28,000 world preem. 


Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘Summer Holiday” (M-G). Very 
(Continued on page 25) 


WASH. STILL SLIPPING; 
‘UP IN PARK’ $11,000 


Washington, June 29. 

Town’s main sector is still reel- 
ing from double sock of GOP con- 
vention and the twice postponed 
heavyweight bout. Dull weekend 
indicated’ the long sessions with 
radio and tele had left natives in 
no mood for a downtown trek to 
the theatres. Some houses, like 
Loew’s Capitol, complain of worst 
take since before the war. Second- 
run of “Fuller Brush Man” at 
Metropolitan and reissue of “Blood 
and Sand” at Columbia doing com- 
paratively better than the firstruns 
at the big houses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“Big City” (M-G) with vaude. Thin 
$16,000 despite nice stage show. 
Last week, “Summer Holiday” 
(M-G), plus vaude, hefty $27,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—“*Blood and Sand” (20th) (re- 





issue). Fine $8,000. Last week, 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (2d run), 
Okay $7,500. 


Dupont (F. W. Mann) (400; 50-85) 
—‘“Farrebique” (Siritsky) (2d wk). 
Fairish $2,500 after nice $3,500 last 
week. f 

Keith’s (1,939; 44-74)—‘“Up in 
Central Park” (U). Not so hot $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Fighting Father 
Dunne” (RKO), so-so $10,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—‘“‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d 
run). Smooth $9,500. Last week, 
“Big Punch” (WB), very slim $5,500 
for firstrun, and lowest in months 
for house. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“All My Sons” (U). Very mild $12,- 
000, although crix went for it. Last 
week, “Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d 
wk), okay $11,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74— 
“Hazard” (Par). Modest $12,000. 
Last week, “Letter Unknown 


Woman” (U), fair $11,000. 





VARIETY 


River’ Swift $14,000, 
K.C.; ‘Crusades’ Oke 116 


Kansas City, June 29. 
Biz is in mild groove this week. 
Out in front is “Silver River” at 
the Orpheum, with “River Lady” 
also okay at Tower-Uptown-Fair- 
way. Also mild is “On Our Merry 
Way” at Midland. Rainy weather 
most of week did not hurt trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65) — “Drums Along Mohawk” 
(20th) and “Mark of Zorro” (20th) 
(reissues). Pleasing $4,000. Last 
week, “Tobacco Road” (20th) and 
“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) (re- 

issues), rousing $6,500 in 9 days. 


Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“On Merry Way” (UA) and “Jassy” 
(U). Mild $12,000. Last week, 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and “Blondie’s 
Reward” (Col), fine $18,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Silver River’ (WB) and “Linda 
Be Good” (EL) with Louis-Walcott 
films thrown in Sunday (27). Nice 
$14,000, and may hold. Last week, 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and “So 
Well Remembered” (RKO), over 
average at $11,000. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue). Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Noose Hangs 
High” (EL), first time for Abbott- 
Costello in this house, $12,000. 

Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Rocky” (Mono) and “Tnacy Meets 
Gruesome” (RKO). Oke, $3,500. 
Last week, “Wouldn’t Be in Your 
Shoes” (Mono) and “French Leave” 
(Mono), same. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043, 700; 45-65) 
— “River Lady” (U). Moderate, 
$13,000 is about all. Last week, 
“Give Regards to Broadway” 
(20th), solid $18,000 in 8 days. 





Up in Park’ Tops 


Det. at $20,000 


Detroit, June 29. 
New films are not doing much 


Romance’ High $50,000 in Brisk L.A.; 
‘Street’ Torrid $83,000, ‘Pirate’ 476; 


‘Park’ 286, ‘Castle’ 236, Both Mild 


Los Angeles, June 29. 

Five new bil] here this week are 
giving the overall gross outlook an 
upswing currently although ll 
newcomers are not sock. Pacing 
the field is “Street of No Name,” 
which looks great $83,000 in five 
theatres. “Romance on High SeaS” 
shapes well above average at $50,- 
000 in three situations. 

“The Pirate” shapes to land okay 
$47,000 in three spots, being off 
downtown but strong in Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills. “Up in Central 
Park” is very disappointing at 
$28,000 in five houses. ‘Hatter’s 
Castle” also looks medium at $23,- 
000 in. five locations. 

Holdovers are dominated by 
‘Fuller Brush Man,” which is big 
$49,000 in second frame, two spots. 


Estimates for This Week 
Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 


“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and | 
“French Leave” (Mono). Slim 
$2,500. Last week, ‘“‘Anna Kare- 


nina” (20th) and “Campus Sleuth” 
(Mono), $2,500. 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1) — “On 
Merry Way” (UA) (3d wk). Near 
$3,500. Last week, good $4,600. 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 
$1)—“Street With No Name” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA). 
Nifty $10,000 or over. Last week, 
“Regards Broadway” (20th) and 
“Winner’s Circle” (20th) (4 days) 
(m.o.), $1,800. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—‘‘Street No Name” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA). 
Solid $18,000. Last week, “Re- 
gards Broadway” (20th) and “‘Win- 
ner’s Circle” (20th) (2d wk-10 
days), $13,300. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and “French 
Leave” (Mono). Mild $3,500. . Last 
week, “Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono), slim 


to bolster biz here except with | $2,500 


few exceptions. Ideal summer 
weather is not helping either. “Up 
in Central Park” .at the Michigan 
is doing top coin but is not sock. 
Second stanza of “Homecomin®” at 
Fox looks mild. “Another Part of 
Forest” shapes only fair at United 
Artists. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 
—‘Letter Unknown Woman” (UI) 
and “Bad Sister” (U). So-so $7,000. 
Last week, “Summer Holiday” 
(M-G) (3d wk), $8,000. 

Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60- 
90) — “Father’s House” (Indie). 
Excellent $5,000. Last week, “Die 
Fledermaus” (Indie) (2d wk), good 


$3,000. 
Broadway - Capitol (United - De- 


troit) (3,300; 70-95) — “Green 
Grass” (20th) and “Anna Kare- 
nina” (20th). Average $12,000. 


Last week, “Lost Horizon” (Col) 
(Continued on page 25) 


St. Loo Limping Albeit 
Pirate’ Loud at $19,000, 
‘Waltz’ Smooth $18,000 


St. Louis, June 29. 

With a nod from crix and a big 
ad campaign, “The Pirate” at 
Loew’s shapes solid this week. Biz 
at big cinemas is limping slowly 
along currently for most part. “The 
Emperor Waltz” is a good draw at 
Ambassador. “Best Years” is doing 
okay at pop prices in the Shubert. 

Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—“‘Emperor Waltz” (Par) and 
“Shaggy” (Par). Big $18,000. Last 
week, “Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB), $15,000. ‘a 3 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
mance on High Seas” Wie pn 
“The Hunted” (Mono). 
000. Last week, “Hazard” (Par? 
“Big Town Scandal” (WB),-$18,000, 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; , 50-75)—- 
“The Pirate” ~(M-G) an ere 
Comes Trouble’ (UA). Solid $19,- 
000. Last week, ‘All My Sons” (U) 
and “Are You With It” (U) $17,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
(m.o.). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
“Ruthless” (RL) and “The Noose 
Hangs High” (EL) (m.o.), $9,000. 

‘ Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 

“All My Sons” (U) and “Are You 
With It” (U) (nvo.). Good $7,000. 
Last week, “Black Bart” (U) and 
“Big City” (M-G) (m.o.), $6,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 40-60)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). Neat 
$7,000 after swell $9,000 second 
stanza. 
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} ley” (Mono) (11 days), $5,300. 
-\* Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85) — 








“Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB). Brisk 
$20,000. Last week, “Arch 
Triumph” (UA) (2d wk), mild 
$9,700. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1)—“Merry Way” 
(UA) (43d wk). Light $6,000. Last 
week, fair $7,600. 


Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Pirates” (M-G). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 
(3d wk), okay $6,800. 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)—“Hat- 
ter’s Castle’ (Par) and “French 
Leave” (Mono). Fair $3,500. Last 
week, “Anna Karenina” (20th) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono), $3,900. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘“Corridor Mirrors” (U) (3d wk). 
hy near $2,000. Last week, 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 


(20th) and “Campus Sleuth” 
(Mono), slow $7,600. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunder Hoof” (Col) (2d wk). 
Solid $24,000. Last week, socko 
$31,600. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) 
— “Emperor Waltz” (Par) (5th wk). 
Finales at $10,000. Last week, fair 


$11,900. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—‘Emperor Waltz” 


(Par) (5th wk). -Good $8,000. Last 
week, fancy $12,400. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- 
80)—‘“‘Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Thunder Hoof’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Stout $25,000 or over. Last week, 
great $33,200. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—"Cen- 
tral Park” (U) and “Devil’s Cargo” 
(FC). Modest $7,000 or over. Last 
week, “Another Part Forest” (U) 
and ‘“Angel’s Alley” (Mono) (11 
days), mild $10,500. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60- 
$1)—“Central Park” (U) and 
“Devil’s Cargo” (FC). Slim $4,500. 
Last week, “Another Part Forest” 
(U) and “Angel’s Alley” (Mono) 
(11 days), slow $5,400. 

United Artists (UA) (27100; '60- 
$1)—‘“‘Central Park” (U) and 
“Devil's Cargo” (FC). Dull $9,500. 
Last week, “Another Part Forest” 
(U) and “Angel’s Alley” (Mono) 
(11 days), light $12,400. A 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA). Hefty 
$12,000. Last week, “Regards 
Broadway” (20th) and “Winner's 


Cirele’ (20th) (2d wk-10 days), 
slow $8,300 
Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85)— 


“‘Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and “French 
Leave” (Mono), Slow $4,000 or 
less. Last week, “Anna Karenina” 
(20th) and “Campus Sleuth” 
(Mono), mild $3,800. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Pirate” (M-G). Stout $15,000. 
Last week, “Homecoming” (M-G) 
(3d wk), okay $6,300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB). 
Sturdy $15,000. Last week, “Arch 
a — al (UA) (2d wk), light 


Bing Waltzes New High 
In Denver, Wow $24,500 


Denver, June 29. 
“Emperor Waltz” is packing the 
Denham for what appears to be a 
sure new record. “Best Years” 
also is big at Broadway. Rains 
over weekend helped business. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)—~ 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Port Said” (Col) (m.o.) (2d wk). 
Fancy $5,000. Last week, smash 





—“Lost One” (Col) (5th wk-4 days). | $7,500 


Slim $1,700 in 4 days, Last wetk, 
oke $3,000. : 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60-$1)—“Up 
in Central Park’ ’(U) and “Devil's 


week, “Another Part Forest’ (U) 
and “ el’s Alley” (Mono) (11 
$4,700. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—“‘Merry Way” (UA) (3d wk). 
Fair $3,000. Last week, medium 
$3,800. ; 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB). Fan 
$15,000. Last week, “Arch Tri- 
umph” (UA) (2d wk), fair $8,000. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)— “Merry Way” 
(UA) (3d wk). Near $2,500. Last 
week, neat $3,300. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“‘Central 
Park” (U) and “Devil's Cargo” (FC). 
Dull $3,500. Last week, “Another 
Part Forest” (U) and “Angel’s Al- 


Lamour” (Indie) (3d wk). 
$1,500. Last week, $1,900. 
v's State ( ’s-WC) (2,404; 






“Here Comes Trouble” (UA) 
Big $32,000. Last week, “Regards 
Broadway” (20th) and “Winner’s 
Circle” (20th) (2d wk-10 days), oke 
$16,100. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1) — “Pirate” (M-G). Slow 
$19,000. Last week, “Homecoming” 
(M-G) (3d wk), nice $12,200. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 
“Street No Name” (20th) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA). Strong 
$11,000. Last week. “Regards 
Broadway” (20th) and “Winner’s 
Circle” (20th) (2d wk-10 days), neat 
$9,300. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210; 60- 
$1)—“Hatter’s Castle” (Par) and 
“French Leave” (Mono). Fair $9,- 


peers 





500. Last week, “Anna Karenina” 


Only $3,500. Last | ¢ 


Street No Name” (2oth) |e 


Broadway (Cinema) (1 ; 35- 
74)—“Best Years” (RKO). Big 
$14,000, and holds. Last week 
, Outlaw” (UA) (6th wk), good 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—“Emperor Waltz” (Par). Record 
$24,500 at this house for Bing 
Crosby starrer, Holds. Last week, 
“Crusades” (Par), oe $11,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 

Are You With It?” (U), day-date 
with Webber. Fine $17,000. Last 
week, ‘‘Give Re s to Broadway” 
(20th) and “Blonde Ice” (FC), 


$16,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) and 
“Woman in White” (WB), day-date 
with Paramount. Thin 2,000. 
Last week, “Give Regards Broad- 
way” (20th) and “Blonde Ice” 


[FO good $3,500. 


is on eum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “‘Ari- 
Yona Ranger” (RKO) plus Loyis- 
alcott pix. Modest $13,000 or 
ar. Last week, “Bride Goes 
Vild” (M-G) and “Song of Idaho” 
(Col) (2d wk) fair $13,000: 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Winter Meeting” (WB) and 
‘Woman in White” (WB), also Es- 
quire. Fair $10,000. Last week, 
Fugitive” (RKO) and “Fabulous 
Joe” (UA), good $12,000. 
: Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)--“Fugi- 
tive” (RKO) and “Fabulous Joe’ 
(UA) (m.o.). Very mild $3,000. 
Last week, “Green Grass’ (20th) 
and “King of Gamblers” (Rep) 
(m.o.), same. - 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Letter Unknown Woman” (U) and 
“Are You With It?” (U), also Den- 
ver. Dull $2,000. Last 





¢ week 
“Give Regards Broadway” (20th) 
and “Blonde Ice” (FC), ditto. 
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Conads Squawks on US. Pix Outlay; 
Indies Claim Monopoly by Distribs 





Vancouver, June 29. 

While the Canadian film industry 
is viewing the future with rose- 
tinted glasses as a result of pro- 
duction deals with Hollywood, a 
sector of the public is sounding off 
critically at the industry’s opera- 
tions. Agitation is afoot to curb 
the amount of dollars spent on 
U. S. films while such essential 
imports as citrus fruit and vege- 
tables are in short supply. 

Trade Minister C. D. Howe had 
fo quiet the opposition in the House 
of Commons last week by stating 
that the newly formed U. S.-Can- 
adian cooperations project would 
contribute to “a solution of our 
exchange problem, and more specif- 
ically, spread general information 
about Canada and whip up tourist 
interest.” 

Indie exhibs, meanwhile, are 
starting to squawk over the al- 
leged monopolistic practices of the 
major distribs. They claim they 
wre being frozen out of firstrun 
product. Odeon and Famous Play- 
ers circuits, it’s charged, take the 
cream of the pix before they are 
given a chance to bid on product. 


Toho Theatre Workers 
Stage 24-Hour Strike 


Tokyo, June 22. 


Two-month-old Toho. Motion Pic- 
ture Co. labor dispute took a new 
turn this week as workers in 12 
Tokyo and 11 Nagoya theatres in 
the Toho chain went on 24-hour 
strike. 

Closedown was a protest against 
the company’s prolonged. differ- 
ence with the union which began 
when Toho management = an- 
nounced it would lay off 1,000 sur- 
plus studio workers, many of 
whom had leftist inclinations. 


Too Much Sex In 





U.S. Pix, Sez Can. 


Washington, June 29. 





An indie in Victoria alleged he can 
only buy what the major exchanges | 
can’t slough off on the big circuits. 

Only major distributing company | 
without theatre tieups is United 
Artists on whose product J. Arthur 
Rank’s Odeon circuit has first call. 
Indie exhibs are pressing for an 
anti-trust suit along the lines of the 
recent ‘U. S. Supreme Court de- 
cision of theatre divestiture. How- 
ever, there would have to be a 
major investigation before any 
actual governmental steps were 
taken, - 


Music Publishing Angle 
Stirs Up Wide Criticism 
Of French Radio Mgt. 


Paris, June 22. 


Management of Radiodiffusion 
Francaise, France’s government- 
owned, non-commercial radio setup, 
has come in for much criticism 
lately in both the National Assem- 
bly and in the press. Latest volley 
is a charge that management is 
setting up a music publishing house 





music supplied for broadcasts. 


Deputy M. Anxionnax asked 
about the matter in the Assembly 
and got what was regarded as an 
unsatisfactory answer from Pierre 
Abelin, Cabinet member in charge 
of radio. A music publishers 
group, headed by M. Malaxis, is 
pushing the matter further, with 
the press aiding it. 

Business of collecting rights on 
music aired on French radio always 
has been accompanied by ugly ru- 
mors here, and this matter is add- 
ing fuel to the fire. 


PLAYS IN ENGLISH FOR 
PARIS THIS SUMMER 


Paris, June 22. 

Non-French-speaking tourists in 
Paris will be given a chance to go 
to legit plays this summer. The 
Edward VII will be given over to 

rformances of American and 

mglish plays, and also French 
plays done in English. Organiza- 
tion is known as Paris Theatre 
Guild, founded and directed by 
Daphne Dean. 


Initialer of the English-speaking 
Paris season has not been set yet. 
It’s likely to be either Thornton 
Wilder’s “Our Town” or Eugene 
O'Neill’s “Anna Christie.” An 
English adaptation of Jean Marc 
‘Sauvageon’s “Au Petit Bonheur’”’ is 
being prepped, and there is also 
a possibility that “Joan of Arc” will 
be produced this season. 


Hope is to raise enough interest 
here in English-speaking theatre to 
make the venture a permanent one. 


Abdul’s East-Wester 
Hollywood, June 29. 
Abdul Kader, Pakistan film lead- 
er, left for his home in India after 
organizing East-West Productions. 
Company was formed to function 
as a liaison between the two coun- 
tries’ film industries. The Holly- 
wood end will be handled by Has- 








| jectionable 


Board of Censors of Quebec 
Province, Canada, finds most ob- 
in American pictures 
divorce, suicide, infidelity, gang- 
sterism and murder, with the first 
two considered particularly bad, 
reports Nathan D. Golden, chief 
of the Commerce Dept. motion pic- 
ture-photographic branch. In this 
French Catholic area, Golden 
points out the courts normally back 
up the censors when they kayo pix 
for the above reasons. 

Censors in New Brunswick, Can- 
ada, find too much sex in Holly- 
wood films, and complain of a 
tendency to belittle marriage and 
reflect the acceptability of divorce 
as an easy solution for marital dif- 
ficulties. Chairman of the New 
Brunswick board, according to the 
Commerce report, “expressed the 
opinion that recently the trend in 
United States film productions 
seems to be to produce. colossal 
pictures where length is emphasiz- 
ed and that many parents object to 
taking their children to pictures of 
such extreme length. The major 
portion of criticism leading to the 
censorship of films comes from 
church and parent groups.” 


$4,000,000 STUDIO 
MAPPED FOR ISRAEL 


“Palestine is film-crazy and there 
are now dozens of projects to pro- 
duce pictures’ there,” reports 
Meyer Levin, producer of the doc- 
umentary, “The Illegals,” who re- 
cently arrived in the U. S. after 
completing the picture in Haifa. 
Levin said the town of Nathanyah 
in Israel is mapping a $4,000,000 
modern studio to be built as soon 
as the current turmoil ceases. Pal- 
estine has proper climate and suf- 
ficient actors, technicians and coin 
to make a good start, he said. In 
order to pay off, Palestine pix will 
have to eschew propaganda and aim 
for the world market, he said. 

“The Illegals,” which opens at 
the Ambassador, N. Y:, in the mid- 
dle of July, is the story of the 
Jewish migration from Europe to 
Palestine. It was shot by Levin 
under actual conditions suffered by 
one, group of displaced persons. 
Film, which is being presented by 
the Americans for Haganah, is be- 
ing released in the U. S. by Mayer- 
Burstyn. 








Americans in Paris 
‘Paris, June 29. 

The cocktail hour at the fash- 
ionable Hotel George V. this past 
week looked like a blend of the 
Brown Derby, Stork and Savoy 
(London) grill with the following 
show biz personalities here: 

Charles Boyer, Katharine Hep- 
burn, Edward G. Robirfson and 
Doris Lloyd (Mrs. Robinson), Mrs. 
J. C. (Doris) Stein, Jed Harris, 
Gabriel Pascal, Jean Dalrymple, 
Mrs. Quentin Reynolds, Boris 
Morros, Borrah Minevitch, Tony 
Martin and Cyd Charisse (Mrs. 
Martin), the Mack Millars, the 
Charles Marks (Dorothy Holloway, 
of Variery’s Washington bureau, 
now honeymooning abroad), Belita, 
John F. Royal, Clifford C. Fischer 
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Churubusco, Tepeyac 


Merge; Woram Out as Mgr. 
Mexico City, June 29. 
Charles Woram quit as manager 
of the Churubusco studios, oper- 
ated by RKO and Productores Aso- 
ciados Mexicanos, its Mexican part- 
ner. Anhouncement of Woram’s 
resignation coincided with that of 
the merger of Churubusco with the 
Tepeyac studio, which Theodore 
Gildred, U. S. film man, and asso- 
ciates run. ; 
Woram has opened an advertis- 
ing agency here. Richard Tomp- 
kins is rumored here as the new 
chief of Churubuseo-Tepeyac. 


Rank Pushing 
S. Africa Setup 


London, June 29. 


J. Arthur Rank, who has already 
extended his theatre empire into 
South Africa, may shortly follow 
with a production setup there. It 
| would be in charge of producer 
|Michael Balcon, who returned 
‘from Johannesburg last Friday 
(25) for discussions with Rank 
‘concerning the project. 


Baleon held preliminary talks 
‘in South Africa with reps of the 
African Consolidated Theatres, 
which is interested in pushing the 
venture. It’s understood ACT may 
put up a portion of the production 
budgets: 

Film-making there would add 
still further to the woes of the 
American companies, since it 
would give Rank just. that much 
more Empire product for his 
houses. 











Increase in Mex Houses 
Causing Pix Shortage; 
Local Market Bullish 


Washington, June 29. 


Extended efforts to develop the 
Mexican domestic film market have 
been reported by Nathan D. Gald- 
en, chief of thé motion picture- 
photegraphic branch, Dept. of Com- 
merce. End of the war-created 
boom period has brought about con- 
templated moves to protect the in- 
dustry by increased tariff restric- 
tions, the report declared, and the 
planning of additional 35m. and 
16m. theatres. 


There are presently 1,246 motion 
picture theatres in Mexico, with a 
seating capacity of about 1,600,000, 
the report stated. . 

Latest estimates of films shown 
disclose that in 1946 243 U. S. fea- 
ture films were imported and 54 
features produced in Mexico; 420 
newsreels and short subjects were 
imported from this country and 
179 were produced. According to 
the Mexican Producers Assn., 70% 
of the films shown are U. S. pro- 
duced, as compared with 22% for 
domestic productions. 

The report added that the de- 
mand for film is beginning to ex- 
ceed the supply because of the 
rapid increase in new theatres. 
Domestic producers cannot meet 
the increased demand, it stated, 
because only 15 of Mexico’s 63 pro- 
ducers can be considered active, 
and of these only six are strong. 


Current Londen Shows 


London, June 29. 
(Figures show weeks of run) 
“A La Carte.” Savoy (2). 
“All My Sons,” Glebe (2). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty's (35). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (56). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (62). 
“Bob’s Your U .” Sav. (8). 
“Cage Peacock,” and (2). 
“Caribbean Rhap.,” Wales (4). 
*“Carissima,” Palace (16). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (44). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (57). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (16). 
“Giaeonda Smile,” New (4). 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (14). 
“Lady Asks Help,” Garrick (3). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (46). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (12). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wynd. (39). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (52). 
“Oklahoma!” Lane (61). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (33). 
“Paragon,” Fortune (8). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (63). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (22): 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (34). 
“Travellers Joy,” Crit. (4). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (54). 
| “Werms View,” Whitehall (61). 











Argentine Pix Star Pay 


Soars 


Buenos Aires, June 22. 


Argentine pix stars, or other Latin stars under contract to 
Argentine studios, os command much higher salaries per 

i an they di ve years ago. 
sag yori Senisial tor two pix to be made for Cinematografica Inter- 
Americana up to end 1951, will get $75,000 per pic. Arturo de 
Cordova also will get $75,000 per pic, plus a percentage of grosses « 
on distribution in Mexico or U.S. 


Libertad Lamarque, working 


from Mexican studios, as she is 


banned from work in Argentine studios, rates $37,500 per film. 
Hugo del Carril gets $37,500. Nini Marshall, working for Argen- 
tino Sono Film, gets $22,500 and under her Spanish contract, an- 


other $52,500 per pic. Mirtha 


Legrand, Mecha Ortiz, Roberto 


Escalada, Amelia Bence, Pedro Lopez Lagar, and Delia Garcas get 


$17,500 per pic. 


Amedeo Nazzari gets $250 per day from Emelco, which makes 
an aggregate of around $45,000 per pic in Argentina. Imperio 


Argentina get $37,500 a film. 


Directors’ salaries have also spiraled. Lucas Demare gets $27,500 
per pic; Luis Cesar Amadori will receive $22,125 for directing 


Sandrini in “Juan Globo”; Alberto Perojo, ace Spanish director, 


was paid $22,185 by Emelco for “Bride of the Navy,” and Mario 
Soffici, also with Emelco, gets $19,250 for “Tierra del Fuego.” 








Ease on Argentine 


Exchange Rules 


Seen Boon to Foreign Pix Distribs 





Deals in Kir 

Dublin, June 22. 
Refusal of Irish bookers to be 
panicked by dryup of flow of U. S. 
films to British Isles during tax 
stalemate has meant few deals for 
distribs who picked up a flock of 


oldies in the hope of cashing in. 
Most Irish firstruns had a big 


backlog of U. S. pix and were | 


screening product six months and 
more after London release. The 
bottom of the barrel was almost 
reached when the new tax deal 


was set between U. S. and Britain. | 


This left independent distribs who 
visioned fat deals in firstrun situa- 
tions for cheaply-bought oldies 
with their goods still in the can. 
Their only hopes of collecting are 
now in small houses with corre- 
spondingly small coin, with small 
prospects of getting their dough 
back. 

_ Meantime, firstruns are now 
right on top—and sometimes ahead 


—of London dates for U. S. prod- . 


uct. Twentieth-Fox’s “Kiss of 


Death” has already played to big | 


biz at the Theatre Royal. Other 
product already screening includes 
U-I’s “Letter From An Unknown 
Woman,’ “A Double Life,” “Naked 
City” and Par’s “Golden Earrings.” 

Some business for reissues is 
still being done by distribs still 
holding their original pix, These 
include “Boys’ Town,” “Mrs. Min- 
iver” and “Up in Arms.” Cus- 
tomers’ coin, however, is on side 
of new product although overall 
Eire picture shows a drop of more 


than 10% at the boxoffice over the | 


past year. 


SELZNICK PACTS ITALO, 
MEX DISTRIB 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
has inked a percentage deal with 
Comm Carafhelli, prexy of the 
Italian distributing firm of Artisti 
Associati, calling for that com- 
pany to release three of its films 
in the Italian market. Pictures are 
“Spellbound,” “Duel in the Sun” 
and “I'll Be Seeing You.” 

Meanwhile, SRO’s Mexican 
branch will distribute the recently 
completed, Argentine-made ‘“His- 
toria De Una Mala Mujer.” star- 
ring Dolores Del Rio, in that 
area. In partial payment for her 
services, Miss Del Rio acquired 





the Mexican rights from Sono | 


Film, the Argentine producing 
company. Deal with the actress 
was ; inked by Manny Reiner, 
SRO's managing director for Latin 


America, assisted by Alf x 
guin, y redo Hol 





Norse Co.’s Foreign Pix 
; Oslo, June 22. 

Snorre Film has taken on dis- 
tribution of foreign pix in addition 
to its own filmmaking. 

It will introduce Portuguese films 
to the Norwegian market for the 
first mp ya it releases “Inez de 

Firm is also handling imports 
from France, Italy, Denmark and 
Hungary. 


+ Buenos Aires, June 24. 
| 


Foreign distribs in Argentina are 
| considerably encouraged by the 
‘loosening up in Argentine ex- 
,change regulations, announced 
June 23 by the Argentine Central 
Bank, which is taken as a promise 
of prompt unfreezing of funds held 
‘locally since August, 1947, which 


.|it had been impossible to remit 


,abroad. Announcement of the un- 
freezing of dollar holdings came as 
the climax of a fortnight of rumor- 
mongering and considerable un- 
rest in business circles. 

Easing of the situation should 
,result in renewed importation. of 
foreign pix, it’s felt here, but it’s 
still too early to estimate how 
soon this effect may make itself 
felt, as a great deal of red tape 
may have to be cut before ex- 
|change permits are made available 


ifor the new importations. Mean- 
while, the nationalist sections of 
the press are now gunning repeat- 
edly against the present system of 
exploitation, advocating govern- 
|ment measures to break up what 
they term “monopolistic” practices 
by the Hollywood distributors in 
,assuring themselves first-runs in 
jthe more important theatre cir- 
ern 

As though these headaches 
| weren't sufficient for the ‘distribs, 
\there has also been a movement to 
round up the personnel of distrib 
offices, urging them to demand 
higher wages, especially from the 
U. S. distribs. The demand for in- 
creased wages has already been 
set for the latter offices. 


Portugal Nixes ‘Verdoux’ 
On Revise; ‘Outlaw’ Out 








Lisbon, June 22. 


Censors have been busy lately, 
‘nixing “Monsieur Verdoux” (UA), 
“The Outlaw” (UA) and “Fisme of 
Barbary Coast” (Rep). “Verdoux” 
was shown here, then its permit 
suddenly withdrawn. 
| Sonoro Filmes, UA's Portugal 
distrib, had “Verdoux” passed by 
censorship after some cuts were 
made. Release was made simul- 
taneously in Lisbon and Porte. The 
Tivoli, Lisbon-deluxer, took the pic 
‘for an unlimited run and held it 
\for four weeks despite tepid busi- 
_ness. Film ran one week in Porto. 
A few days ago the censor asked to 
see another print of “Verdoux” and 
then notified the distrib that the 
license was withdrawn. 





S. Africa Bans ‘Fugitive’ 
Cape Town, June 22. 


| South African Film Censors 
|Board has banned “They Made Me 
a Fugitive’ (WB) on grounds that 
rough handling of women and 
scenes of crime are depicted. This 
is second film nixed in a week. pre- 
vious one being “Brighton Rock 
(ABP). 

Acting Judge President of Su- 
preme Court, Justice J. E. de Vil- 
liers, has applauded the banning of 
gangster films, holding them to be 
the cause of increase in crime 
among youth, claiming they model 
their careers on screen villains. 


Hubert Marischka’s and Bruno 
Hardt Warden’s operetta, “Luck in 
Monte Carlo,” music by Ludwig 
Schidseder, had successful run in 
Salzburg. . 
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TRADE PRESS 
TOOTIN' TRAD 
" ano0es IT UP FOR RKO'S 
MIGHTY ACTION SHOW! 








Produced by NAT HOLT - 


ae 





Starring 


RANDOLPH SCOTT- ROBERT RYAN 
ANNE JEFFREYS 
GEORGE “cassy’ HAYES 
JACQUELINE WHITE 





Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 
















VARIETY 





Foreign 


Hlellywood, June 29. 

Right now, with foreign states- 
men going in for deep freezing 
and domestic grosses going in for 
reduetion diets, Hollywoed pro- 
ducers are galloping along the old 
canyon trail with more than $40,- 
600.000 worth 
that away in the stagecoach. In 
the next three months the studios 
will sow a tremendous crop of 
oaters. In short, it means: when 
in doubt, shoot a western. 

Most of the coin, about $30,000.- 
ovd will ge into high-budget 
westerns. 

Three recent de luxe hoss films, 
John Ford's “Fort Apache,” Co- 
lumbia’s “Coroner Creek” and 
20th-Fox “Fury at Furnace Creek” 
registered good grosses. AS a re- 
sult every major studio has in- 
structed its story staff to corral 
galloping. yarns. In fact, Metro 
detoured from its metropolitan 
reute and snatched John Ford and 
his fortheoming Death Valley pic- 
ture, “The Three Gedfathers.” 

Seven expensive saddlers are 
currently sheeting, 10 mere are 
slated te start within three months 


and seven are in the studio vaults, 
awaiting release. Walter Wanger | 


went inte work this week with 
“Tulsa” in Oklahema with a 
$1,500,000 bankroll. Two outdoor 
actioners, “Yellow. Sky” and 
“Sand” are shooting at 20th-Fox. 
Warners is galloping with “The 
Younger Brothers,” Universal - In- 
ternational is doing “Black Vel- 
vet,” Republic is winding up “The 
Plunderers” and the King Brothers 
are saddling “The Last of the 
Badmen.” 

Waiting in the corral are Para- 
mount’s “Streets of Laredo,” 
Eagle Lion’s “Red Stallion of tbe 
Rockies,” Universal-International's 
“The Western Story” and “Sam 
Bass,” Argosy’s “Mission Without 
Orders,” Republic’s 
sourians,”’ Pine-Thomas’ “El Paso,” 
Warners’ “Dallas” and “Montana,” 
Fritz Lang’s “Winchester 73” and 
Harry Sherman’s “Tennessee’s 
Partner.” These are apart from 


the steady gallop of low budgeters | 


in the hills adjaeent to San Fer- 
namlo Valley. 


Among the high-budget outdoor 
adventure films ready for distri- 
bution are RKO’s “Station West” 
and “Return of the Badmen”; 
Howard Hawks’ “Red River.” a 
United Artists release; Para- 
mount’s “Whispering Smith”; Re- 
publie’s “Gallant Legion” and 
“Columbia’s “The Walking Hills.” 


20th-NCA 


Continued from page 7, 


committee will consider justifiable 
in whole or in part will then be 
referred to properly designated 
20th-Fox film officials for consid- 
eration,’ the announcement states. 


“As regards the committee’s 
scope,’ the amnouncement con- 
tinues, “North Central Allied and 
20th-Fox are agreed that the com- 
mittee will not hear complaints or 
grievances of a purely private or 
personal nature, nor will it attempt 
in any manner to negotiate con- 
tracts fer any exhibitor. Other- 
wise, it will hear all complaints 
without restriction.” 

It’s emphasized “there is nothing 
coercive in the plan and no ex- 
hibitor is required to forego any 
of the legal rights which he may 
have. “The underlying principle 
agreed upen by both sides is that 
all disputes shall be presented and 
considered in a spirit of fairness 
and open-mindedness, and _ that 
every effort would be made on both 
sides to dispose of them amicably, 
fairly and promptly.” 

Berger worked out and submitted 
the plan, and Smith came to Min- 
neapolis aecompanied by Martin 
Meskowitz, Sam Shain and Jack 
Lorentz, also company sales ex- 
ecutives, who conferred with Ber- 
ger and North Central Allied di- 
reetors. 


Members of the grievance com- 











muitee appointed by Berger are G._ 


A. Peaslee, Stillwater, Minn.; Henry 
Green, Jr., and Ted Mann, Min- 
neapolis, and alternates Jack 
Wright, Red Wing, Minn, and 
George Granstrom, St. Paul. S. D. 
Kane, North Central Allied exec- 
utive director, will serve as counsel 
to the committee, 


Freeze, U.S. Chill Makes Oaters 
Safe Bet; $40,000,000 im Haystack Set 


of budgets riding | 


“The Mis-| 





+ 
? 
{ 
| 


‘Sues for $5,539 


| On Formation of Co. 
| <A suit brought by California at- 
torney Gordon W. Leroy to recover 
' $5,539 from Western Classics, Inc., | 
| distributor of reissues, came to 
light last week in N. Y. supreme 
jcourt whe: his assignee, Mary C. 
|'Monahan, sought summary judg 
iment frem the defendant. On Mon- 


Desi Takes a Walk 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Desi Arnaz pulled a one-man In- 
surrection at Columbia and walked 
off the lot where he was slated: 
for a top role in “Holiday in 
Havana.” ; 

Walkout followed a series” of 
arguments with producer Ted Rich- 
mond over proposed changes In the 
script. 


B.0. BLUES CONTINUE TO 
PLAGUE NEWSREELERS 


Those b.o. blues are still plaguing 
the newsreel houses, according to 








,day (28), however, her motion was | 
adjourned until July 15. Defen-| 
dant company, according to the, 
| complaint, is headed by veteran 
|film exec George A. Hirliman. 

| seroy, the plaintiff assignor, 
| claims he was retained by Western 
|Classics in 1945 and rendered le 
|gal services in forming the com- 
pany. He also charges that he was 
\instrumental in seeuring an option 
agreement which resulted in the 
idefendant obtaining the reissue 
| rights to some 35 Hopalong Cassidy 
jwesterns from Harry Sherman. 


ctiedtesins OK, 


| Avers Sam Marx In 
Nix of Pessimists 


Despite protestations from some 
indie film producers that docu- 
mentary-type films are currently 
dying a slow death, Metro produeer 
Sam Marx, head of the company’s 
reeentiy-formed feature decumen- 
tary unit, diselosed in New York 
that M-G currently has six of that 
type film in various stages of prep- 
aration. 

Marx declined to state how many 
his unit would turn out yearly, or 
what budget would be allocated to 
each one, but declared the number 
would be limited only by a “satura- 
tion point over which the studio 
may not wish to go.” 

Marx came east from the Coast 
itwo weeks ago to scout two stories 
‘on which he may turn out doeu- 
|mentary features and to huddle 
| with M-G’s homeoffice legal depart- 
‘ment on the legal problems in- 








‘volved in shooting such pix. Pro- 
‘ducer James K. McGuinness, re- 
cently assigned to an actual proe- 
ducer berth from his former status 
as exec producer, is to handle the 
first one, he said, on which the 
script has already been completed. 

Marx returned to the Ceast last 
week. 


WALLY FORD, INTERVIEW 
SERIES BY COAST CO. 


Holiywoed, June 29. 

Wally Ford has completed a 30- 
minute audition telepic for Thomas, 
Palmer & Cole Television Produc- 
tions titled “Homicide Squad.” 

Ford has been set by firm to play 
lead in entire series, first of whieh 
was filmed on 35m and reduced to 
16m. Jerry Thomas said telefilm, 
which took 10 hours shooting time, 
is being peddled in New York for 
$7,500 by Philip Palmer and 
Richard Cole. 

Firm has also completed the pilot 
numiber of a breezy interview type 
pregram featuring Hollywood’s tep 
celebrities. Reel was shot at 
Charley Farrell's Racquet Club in 
Palm Springs. Thomas plans to 
eover premieres, parties and other 
Hollywood events. Telefilm series 
will be handled by CBS announcer 
George Fisher. Audition reel, also 
in N. Y., features interviews with 
Sam Goldwyn, Don Budge, Wally 
Ford, Paul Lukas, Diane Lewis and 
Marilyn Nash. Thomas asserted 
that firm has not set a price on this 
series, entitled “Geerge Fisher in 
Hollywood.” ‘ 


Heiress Resumes at Par: 
In Production Spurt 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Production was resumed at Para- 
mount after several days of inae- 
| tivity with the start of “The 
| Heiress,” with Olivia de Havilland, 
| Ralph Richardson, Miriam Hopkirs 
and Montgomery Clift in top roles. 

Slated for starting in July are 
“Streets of Laredo,” a western in 
color, and “One Woman,” an Ala 
Ladd starrer. In preparation for 
early filming are “Easy Does It,” 
“A Mask for Lucretia,” “Samson 
and Delilah” and “Diamond in the 
Haystack.” 














Alfred N. Burger, general manager 
of Telenews Theatres which oper- 
ate some 13 situations in nine 
states. “We thought the bottom 
was reached three years ago when 
the war ended,” he laconically de- 
clared, “but at present it’s hard to 
predict just when attendance will 
beeome stabilized, for business is 
still going down.” 

Television hasn't been a factor 
in cutting grosses in his houses, 
Burger felt, since there are rela- 
tively few receivers in his oper- 
ating area. He added that it’s 
strictly a matter of conjecture 
whether the new medium will hurt 
the b.o. in the long run. 

Norman W. Elson, veepee of 
Trans-Lux Theatres Corp. with 
some seven houses in New York, 
Philadelphia, Washington and Bos- 
ton whose product principally con- 
sists of newsreels reveals t hat 
business in general is not im- 
proving unless something of 
special interest comes up. Then, 
he notes, there’s always an 
upswing when a news event of 
extraordinary importanee arises, 
such as the Zale-Graziano fight. 

As far as competition from video 
is concerned, Elson said “we 
haven't felt it so we could notice.” 


Artkine Denied Injunction 
In N. ¥. on FC Release 


Attempt by Artkino © Pictures, 
U. S. distrib of Soviet-made films, 
to block Film Classics from dis- 
tributing “Will It Happen Again?” 
feature-length compilation of news- 
reels and captured German foot- 
age, lost out yesterday (Tues.) 
when N. Y. supreme court Justice 
Bernard Botein denied a motion 
for a temporary injun¢tion. 

Court. dumped the application 
after holding that Artkino’s 
claimed exclusive rights in the 
U. S. to all footage shot in Rus- 
Sia, so far as “Happen” was con- 
cerned, was not “sufficiently clear” 
to warrant the drastic remedy. 
Shelving the injunction until full 
hearings could be held, Justice 
Botein Said granting of the mo- 
tion now might cause FC “irrepa- 
rable damage.” 

Suit charges FC’s pic with in- 
eluding footage taken in Russia 
and used unauthorizedly. The film, 
while concentrating on Hitler’s 
private life, also takes a poke at 
Stalin. 








Name Berg-Allenberg 


To Agent Runyon Yarns 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Exeeutors of the Damon Runyon 
estate, after holding tight reins on 
the author’s property since his 
death two years ago, have desig- 
nated the Phil Berg-Bert Allenberg 
Coast agency to handle all deals 
involving Runyen's literary works. 
Paul Small, Runyon’s close friend, 
had been agenting for the estate 
until the switch was made last 
week. 

Runyon's yarns, one of the larg- 
est single reservoirs for screen- 
plays over the past 20 years, have 


Paramount is now shooting “Sor- 
rowful Jones,” Bob Hope starrer, 
which is a remake of “Little Miss 
Marker,” in which Shirley Temple 
achieved her initial prominence. 
Four more yarns have been picked 
up by major studios for possible 
production, with 26th-Fox having 
“Bloodhound of Broadway,” Para- 
mount “Money From. Home” and 
“Broadway Financier,” and Metro 
“The Snatching of Bookie Bob.” 

Berg-Allenberg is currently ne 
gotiating a network pact in which 
Runyon’s stories will serve as ba- 
sis for a radio series. Arrange- 
ments are currently being made 
with Lippincott, the publisher, for 
a collected-works editien of Run- 
yon. Lippineott published five 
volumes of the columnist’s yarns, 
with three other books turned out 





by various other firms. 


already been the basis of 16 films. | Th 
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Northwest Stampede 


near Calgary but continues to 
vearn a return to the rodeo arena. 
This brings him into conflict with 
his ranch foreman (Joan Leslie). 
She’s stubborn in the belief that 
he sheuld settle down and make 
the ranch a paying proposition. 





ranch owner striving to capture a 
white stallion, king. of wild horses 
that ranges the mountains, and 


There are some authentic scenes 
of the Calgary Stampede, 


lice deg, Flame, comes close 
stealing the picture. 

Majestic views of the Canadian 
mountains form a backdrop to the 
action. Albert S. Rogell directed 
with maximum of action on_ this 
fairly routine plot, but the dialog 
is a handicap. 

The ranch foreman is neatly 
portrayed by Miss Leslie, who, as 
the former cowgirl-rodeo _ star, 


role. 
passages slow up her fine per- 
formance. Craig is too stilted in 
many seenes. Jack Oakie, as his 
sidekick, adds some droll humor, 
while Chill Wills makes a splendid 
character comedian. 

Camera work represents out- 
standing effort by John W. Boyle, 
not only in following the plot care- 
fully but in his remarkable shots 
of wild horses. Wilton Holm takes 
a bow for his strong Cinecolor 
supervision. Wear. 


La Hosteria Del 
Caballito Biance 
(“White Horse Inn”) 
(ARGENTINA) 
Buenos Aires, June 8. 


EMPA release of Emelo production 
rected by Benito Perulo. Stars Elisa tia 
Juan Carlos Thorry, Tilda Thamar fea- 
tures Heetor Calcagno, Susana Canal Os- 
valdo Miranda. Screenplay, Gerardo Rinal- 
di; adapted by Juan Carlos Muelle; dialeg 
by Veribsky aud Vidalba Welsh Vrusic, 
J. Muller and Leo Benatsky; choreography, 
Margarita Wallinan; camera, Vable Tabver- 
nero. Running time, 90 MINS, 


Di- 


ve, 





This production ran for five 


weeks in firstrun, grossing as well | 
as any o@the most publicized, star- | 
studded Hollywood features, mark- | 
ing a record for an Argentine pro- | 


duction. Filmed at the ‘for these 
parts) unusually high cost of $250,- 


of what major local studios are 
aiming at to substitute for foreign 
productions, now that they can 
count on allout support from the 


Peron government (including loans | 


up to 70° of production cost). 
Coin has been thrown away 
prodigally on lavish (but not taste- 
ful) decor, original costumes, crowd 
scenes with hordes of extras, and 
a galaxy of front-rank talent. Ac- 
cent is on making a big splash. 
Director Benito Perojo is a master 
at megging crowd scenes, but he 
has overplayed here. Need is for 
more action, really bright dialog 
and less pompous pageantry. No 
value here for U. S. market. 
Juan Carlos Thorry, who started 
his career as an orchestra crooner, 
sings several songs, dances and 
monopolizes the best scenes. Elisa 
Galve is beautiful but wooden as 
the femme lead, while Tilde 
Thamar gives a stereotyped version 
of the gold-digging vamp, helped 
out by exotic costumes. Brightest 
spot in this curious mixture is 
Susanita Canales, playing the in- 


genue schoolgirl sister of the 
heroine. 
Plot, based on the old Leo 


Benatzky operetta, with Benatvk 

contributing music, revolves mend 
Thorry, famous singer, who is en- 
listed by impetuous sehoelgirls to 
boost custom at the White Horse 
Inn run by ea sister, Miss Galve. 
orry joes to the inn anonymous! 

and makes a hit, both With pateeen 
and manageress. His ex-girl friend, 
Miss Thamar, arrives une ectedly 
with another boyfriend and creates 
a rift in the lute. After some con- 
fusing adventures all is cleared up, 


the vamp departing and 
united cnet. £ and the lovers 


Continuity is confusi i 
camera pouncing from “a = 
l € I pparently t 
give impression of vivid entioa, 
which entirely misfires. Despite 
all these defects this is a commend- 
able effort on Emeleo’s part and a 
welcome change from the lugu- 
brious melodramas so dear to local 
directors. Hollywood should take 


high in cemparisen to some of the 
not too successful pix exhibited 
here in the last months. The pic- 
ture is now running in nabe thea- 





tres to record grosses. Nid. 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 10 


Offshoot of main plot has the new | 


many times clashing with the girl. | 


with | 
events at this big Calgary rodeo | Mon 
dovetailing into the plot eifectively. 

While much is made of the stallion | 


and attempts to tame him, the po-| 
to | 


lends charm to a rather difficult | 
Only a few inanely-worded | 


000, picture is important as index | 


due note that this picture rates | 









The Twisted Read 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, June 23. 
| RKO release of John Houseman produce 
} tion, Stars Cathy O'Donnell, Farle, 

Howard Da Silva; featuves Jay 


| per, 


| Flippen, Helen Craig, Will Wright Die 
rected by Nicholas Ray, Sereenplay 
Charles Schnee; adaptation, Nichols Hay: 
' from the novel, ‘*Thieves. Like Us,’ by Kae 
| ward Anderson; camera, George EF. Dige 
kant; editor, Sherman Todd; music, leigh 
| Harline; seng, Richard M. Jones, Don Rave 
| Gene dePanul, Tradeshown in ifolly wood, 
| June 23, 48. Running time, 93 MINS, 4 
| HEQOOMED. . . vee censebocepe Cathy O Donnell 
Bow Farley Granger 
(THIOKhAMAW...sccceccecesss Hloward Da Silva 
PaTVUI,. . ccc cccoccceccetecces Jay (. b'lippen 
MAGEO. <4 6 006006060000000068 tHeter, Craig 
Mobley Will Weight 
i} or errrre ry sy Perr se Cr Marie Bryant 
Hiawkins or eweceteesers lan Welfe 
Young Former.....-.. Willieor Phipps 
Hagenheimer.,....-.+e+e Marry H rvey 





Underneath “The Twisted Road” 
is a moving, somber story of hope- 
less young love. Appeal is limited, 
There’s no attempt at sugarcoating 
a happy ending, and yarn moves 
towards its inevitable, tragic climax 

; without compromise. Honesty with 
'which subject is treated, and the 
theme itself, mitigate against 
grosses, although development of 
some exploitable factors may aid. 

A gifted team of young players 

/stands out in making the pertorm- 
;ances thoroughly realistic. Farley 
|G. Ranger and Cathy O’Donnell are 
‘in the lead roles, selling the por- 
‘trayals with a sock. Both should 
|have bright futures. 

| The script by Charles Schnee is 
based on Edward Anderson's nevel, 
i*Thieves Like Us,” and tells the 
‘story of a young escaped cenvict 
iwho falls in love and marries a 
'girl whose circumstances are little 
‘better than his own. 

Nicholas Ray adapted the novel 
and directed, demonstrating a com- 
| plete understanding of the char- 
_acters. It’s a firstrate job of moody 
istorytelling. Howard Da _ Silva 
| clicks as a ruthless, one-eyed bank 
‘robber, and Jay C. Flippen is 
‘equally topnotch for his delinea- 
jtion of a criminal. Helen Craig, 
Will Wright and Ian Wolie give 
capable backing. 
| Production values supplied by 
{John Houseman are in keeping 
| with story background. The film's 
‘title is derived from song of same 
i handle used in a nitery sequence, 
with Marie Bryant doing the vocals, 


Brog. 
The Betrayal 

Astor Pictures release of Oscar Micheaux 
production. Seripted and directed by 
Micheaux. Features Leroy (‘ollins Mvra 
stanton, Verlie Cowan, Harris Gaines, 
Yvonne Machen, Alice B. Russell. Camera, 
N. Spoor. At Manesfleld, N. Y., June 24, 
48. Running time, 183 MINS. 

Ned Washington......... .... Len Vernon 
Nelson Boudreaux.... .. Kdward Fraction 
| Martin Eeden.......s-0.ee00> Lerey Collins 
| ERODE: once a Nas dSES Ec 0 00%> Jessie Johusen 
Jack Stewart....... ...,. William Byrd 
ee erm 
Rire. -“Taaw8Gs . ec iee sss. Frances DeYoung 
Jue Bowles................--Arthur Me-t'oo 
(eS ee ier Vernettics Meore 
Jessie... ...- Barbara lee 


Linda... 2.22. Verlie Cowan 


AGOE MAE ic vc cccecepeeres 


Alice B. Buss ll 


POPPY... ios 50 c0ceveecss desc oe aeemem 
Mrs, Dewey....+-.. -+ee--- Gladys Williams 
EONS: ov kasscanWaodcens Richard Lawrence 
BP. TAR 6c cceovevcesceess cae Harris Gaines 
AWORE 6 ioc sc ccetecsvtececs suunee® David Jones 
Daval. ...ccccccsseccses: Vernon B. Moncan 
GAVER. . ce cccccccesessrsenee Curley EBilison 
PPerMRGIME: oo ccc ccc ccesscuesens Sue Metiriie 
Richards....... otceces cdanean Harold Mers 


| 


| “The Betrayal” has some general 
interest beeause (a) it’s an all- 
| Negro acted-and-produced pic, and 
| (b) because it touches honestly on 
/some provocative racial themes. 
But that’s all. Its amateurishness 
limits its appeal to Negro centers. 

Oscar Michaeux, tripling .as 
scripter - director - producer, has 
turned out an overlong, dull do- 
mestie drama about the tribula- 
tions of a young Negro farmer in 
the northwest. 

Film, cut down from 34 hours 
‘to 183 minutes, is still much too 
long, especially when it constantly 
presents long scemes of sheer 
dialog and no action. The dialog 
is stilted and artifietal. The acting 
is also inhibited. There is none of 
|the natural, leose-swinging acting 
and speech whieh invariably make 
| Negro personalities shine on stage 
or screen. 
| The film performs some service 
‘in discussing—quietly rather than 
| sensationally — such matters aS 
|white and black intermarriage, 
_ caste system between light-skinned 
,and dark Negroes, and economic 
hardships, all from the point of 
view of the Negro. But the sure 
is missing Mm 
bm pe re performance or produc- 
| tion. 

Leroy Collins, as the young 
‘farmer who brings his school- 
|teacher wife to his Dakota farm 
_to share his problems, is person- 
|able, but handicapped by script. 
direction and apparent inexpert- 
‘ence. Verlie Cowan, as the wife 
' who turns on him, and Myra Stan- 
_ton, as the Creole Negro always 
in love. with Collins, are also at- 
i treetive but handicapped by similar 
failings. Bron. 
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_. should be one of the top grossing pictures of all times! 
— BOB O/DONNELL 
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oxy, aVe Y. 

Andrews Sisters (3), Dean Mar- 
tin & Jerry Lewis, Ice Revue with 
Carol Lynne, Arnold Shoda, Line 
(8); Roryettes; H. Leopold Spital- 
ny Chorus, Paul Ash House Orch; 
“Give. My Regards to Broadway” 
(20th), reviewed in Variety May 
26, ‘48. 


The eurrent Roxy entertainment 
is a sapient blend of boxoffice 
values combining a duo of name 
acts and the preem of the thea- 
tre’s iee shows. But, more im- 
portant to the new shew is the re- 
turn of customers to the house. 

It’s been a comparatively long 
time since the upper tiers of this 
huge emporium have been in use 
en week days. There’s much ap- 

lause that can come from a col- 
ection of customers of this magni- 
tude, and the combination of the 
Andrews Sisters, Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis, plus the bow of the 
Roxy’s new ice stage, is just the 
show to bring out the manual pit- 
typats. 

While the major b.o. lure is con- 
tained in the Andrews Sisters 
making their first appearance at 
this house, plus the Broadway 
mob’s interest in Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis, it’s the bow of the 
Roxy’s ice rink that entices the 
major interest, in an academic 
sense, of course. 

This is the first permanent tank 

installation in a vauder, although 
the nearby Center theatre in Radio 
City is the only theatre exelusive- 
ly with an ice policy. The skating 
surfaee’ occupies more than half 
the stage-space- and was installed 
at a.cost of around $75,000. There’s 
sufficient space for a wide sweep 
of motion and colorful presenta- 
tion. Once this poliey is estab- 
lished, the blades section of the 
show will constitute a stronger bid 
for the family trade that frequents 
the Roxy. 
_ The first ice tableau is high- 
lighted by top skaters Carol Lynne 
and Arnold Sheda, beth of whom 
are equipped with picturesque and 
applause-winning routines. Sheda 
has a fine assortment of spins and 
class terping, while Miss Lynne 
wins the house with graeeful glides 
and a pleasing personality. There’s 
an unbilled femme duo to provide 
a mild blend of dancing, and the 
nicely costumed line of four mixed 
eouples carrying out the masked- 
ball motif achieves a colorful ef- 
fect with terps to the “Gaite Pari- 
siene” music. 

The Andrews Sisters follow im- 
mediately with their songs and 
clowning. The trie, a standard 
name on Broadway fer 10 years, 
and firmly established as a singing 
team, have during the past few 
years added comedy routines. This 
addition is sufficient to keep them 
oa top of the heap for perhaps 
another decade. They've chosen a 
likable assortment of tunes high- 
lighted by a reprise of the songs 
they helped popularize. With Patti 
Andrews spar the comedy in- 
rerpiay, they get an encore and a 


goft. 
Martin and Lewis break up the 
house. This duo, doubling from 
the Copacabana, were out for sev- 
eral shows when Martin got laryn- 
gitis. At show caught he 
up on his vocalistics, but the net 
effeet of their comedy is boff. This 
team is able te get aeross their 
aperies even in this huge house. 
heir ever-changing act is of the 
type that never comes off twice 
exactly the same way. They're still 
the freshest comedy note around 
though they exhibited at the near- 
by ne few months back and 
are on a long-term Co 
ment & pa engage- 
‘ith the icer’s installation, Paul 
Ash’s house band has aeaed back 
to the pit. The glass-topped pit 
cover been removed to make 





| 


room for the crew. It’s the most’ 


crowded shelter for any band on 
Broadway. In additien to the musi- 
cians, the H. Leopold Spitainy 
chorus is also housed there. 
There's scarcely enough room for 
Ash to swing his baton, but it 
doesn’t interfere with his ability 
to back a show. Jose. 


Palladium, Londen 

London,, June 2. 
Duke Ellington, Sepia Panorama, 
with Peart Bailey, Ray Davis, Ray 
Nance and Skyrockets Orch; Nicho- 
las Bros. (2), Riber & Dantzer, 
Jimmy James & Co. (3), Freddie 
Sanborn, Len & Bill Lowe, Dorothy 
Gray & Bro. Earl, Vicki & Sashs, 
Tommy Blake & Co., Mariora, 
Woolf Phillips & Orch. 


Deprived of his own band be- 
eause of union regulations, Duke 
Ellington, after strenuous rehears- 
ing with Woolf Phillips and the 
resident Skyrockets Orchestra, put 
on what is probably a shadow of 
his own output. Nevertheless he 
received a warm welcome after 

years absence and his 
won top applause. Kay Davis 
with her vocalizing and Ray 


ance lays energy and skill in 
slick hosting Surprise sensa- 


ailey, who 











| jackpots with her personality and 





ihn wiietinatl MS SO ete 


songs. Lack of rehearsing held her 
to four songs, despite the custom- 
ers’ clamoring for more. 

Show opens with Dorothy Gray & 
Brother, with Earl & Sasha and 
Tommy Burke in a medley of slick 
balancing feats. Len & Bill Lowe 
follow with good patter, song and 
dance routine. Freddie Sanborn, 
making his first appearance here 
since 1937, gets nice reception in 
his panto and xylophone act. 
 Riber & Dantzer, graceful 
daneers, also making a return 
visit, were enthusiastically re- 
ceived. Jimmy James, with his 


Strand, N. Y- 


Bob Crosby with Jerry Gray 
Orch (14), Clark Sisters (4), You- 
man Bros. & Frances, Paul Regan, 
Toy & Wing; “Romance on the 
High Seas” reviewed in VARIETY, 


June 9, 48. 





Bob Crosby's excursion into 
vauders this trip is more in the 
capacity of an emcee and enter- 
tainer rather than as a maestro, a 
characterization recently estab- 
lished on the air. The musical 
items are dished out by Jerry Gray 
of the Club 15 airshow and Crosby 
merely exhibits the family charm, 





two stooges, produces comic touch 


with skit of an inebriated groom | 


on way home to his bride. 


Nicholas Bros. close the first half | 


and raise the reof in audience re- 
sponse to their solid dancing stint. 

Mariora, 
contribs her skilled juggling act, 
followed by Jimmy James and 
partners in brisk comedy routine 
that. registers. 

The Sepia Panorama, comprising 
the colored stars, is slotted in 
closing and proves another sock 
entry for the bill. Ciem. 


Chiecage, Chi 
Chicago, June 24. 
Billy De Wolfe, Georgia Gibbs, 
Betty Bruce, Whitson Bros. (2), 
Henry Brandon's House Orch (13); 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col). 


Return of vaude to the B&K 
flagship after five months of all- 
pic pelicy was weleomed by a full 
house at the opening show and, 
that rare sight in the Loop so far 
this year, a long waiting line at 
noon. First day’s b.o. was a sweet 
$10,000. Sudden upsurge of day- 
time biz comes from a new price 
scale—50e te 1, p.m.; 65c to 5 p.m., 
instead of the fermer straight 
tariff of 98c. 

Show that re-lit stage is satisfy- 
ing on all counts. The Whitson 
Bros. teeeff with comic acro stuff 
that draws laughs and gasps. Pair 
work on a knee-high stand, with 
one seated on the other’s shoe 
soles. Top man skips rope and 
somersaults through a hoop for 
goed returns and, for a y 
closer, flips off a box held aloft on 
his partner’s brogans. 

Betty Bruce, blonde looker in a 
gold-sequimed halter and a billowy 
white skirt, opens with show tune 
chirping for middling results, fol- 
lowed by neat terping that brings 
good response. Dancer’s shew 
routines, stamped with her persen- 
ality, are choice merchandise. Best 
hand went to her tap twirling, with 
light accompaniment. 

Despite kilocycle conditioning 
Georgia Gibbs is strong on giving 
the Ivrics a visual lift. Songstress 
twists archly and uses ample ges- 
tures in sending over a standard 
and two pops. Off to salvos, she 
comes back with a hep version of 
“Ballin’ the Jack” that cinches her 
rew: . 

Billy De Wolfe opens as the 
comic who pines for serious drama. 





After warning seat-holders to stop |’ 


tittering, he kooches, imitates a 
Lon Chaney horror role, and dev- 
astates femmes with takeoffs on 
their mannerisms. Routine in- 
cludes girdle-stretching, high-heel 
mincing, and a walk-around to il- 
lustrate the uncorseted, flat-foot 


sag. f 

Comie satarizés the emcee and 
four-girl line of a third-rate nitery, 
then offs to sustained applause. 
Return has him doing his film 
familiar “Mrs. Murgatroyd” for ad- 
ditional salvos. 

Henry Brandon orch, which 
shifted over from the State-Lake, 
backs well throughout. Bazt. 


Olympia, Miami 
Miami, June 26. 
Marquez Sisters (3), Don Cum- 
mings, 3 Bentons, Harrison, Carroll 
& Ross, Grace Drysdale, Les Rhode 
House Orch; “Saigon” (Par). 


Average assortment of acts gets 
by in fair enough fashion with the 


regulars. 

Strongest in layout is the teeoff 
sesh by the Three Bentons, who 
exhib a flashy assortment of acro 
work for constant reaction from 
stubholders. Lifts, flips and tum- 
bling are deftly routined. 

Cuban imports, the Marquez trio 
are billed as the “Andrews Sisters 
of Cuba.” They're set harmonizers 
who could use more American 
tunes in their stint for more effec- 
tiveness. One Yanqui number, “I 
Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now” 
scores best. 

Don Cummings emcees in slick 
manner and in own slot gets by 
with a hoary routine of comedy: 
Guy has the know-how and timing 
though, getting a goodly share of 





on after intermission, | 


| However, 


affability and ability to entertain. 

It’s a good package for general 
run of theatregoer, but to those 
with long memories, there’s a de- 
gree of disappointment. There’s 
no mention of Crosby’s accomplish- 
ments as head man of the Bob 
Cats, the outfit which sprung num- 
bers such as “Rampart St. Blues” 
‘and “Maxixe.” There are prob- 
ably many who came into the house 
expecting a reprise of these jazz 





classics, and it’s poor showman- 
'ship not to oblige. ; 
there's a_ sufficent 


amount of Crosbyana to compen- 
|sate. There’s no denying the vo- 
|eal resemblance to Der Bingle, a 
| faet which is stressed in his songs 
|and talk. He’s a smooth perferm- 
er, carries a tune with ease, works 
|nieely with band’s vocal group, the 
Clark Sisters (4), and does some 
monology that’s easy te take. -He 
makes an all-around good impres- 
sion. 

The Gray orehestra dishes out a 
good blend of music which is 
highlighted by an arrangement of 
the late Glenn Miller tunes. Gray, 
at one time arranger for that erch, 
runs the crew through its paces in 
a highly competent manner that 
garners applause. 

In the band’s retinue, the Clark 
sisters impress nicely with their 
harmonies. They’re leokers and 
personable. One of them hits a 
nice stride in duets with Crosby, 
especially on “I Put the Penny in 
the Gum Slot.” Another combo 
with the band is Youman Bros. and 
Franees, youthful voeal and in 
strumental trio from radio. While 
there are some gaucheries in their 
presentation, they have okay rou- 
tining and a mitt-winning tune as- 
sortment. The femme fiddler makes 
a good splash with “Hora Staccato” 
while the group in itself does well 
with musical impressions of vari- 
ous maestri. 

The surrounding bill is topped 
with the grade A impressions by 
Paul Regan, who frequently puts 
vitality into standard takeoffs. His 
characterizations have a high de- 
gree of fidelity and his gab has a 
spark of freshness. 

The Oriental dance pair, Toy 
and Wing, click with a good line of 
fast terps. They're a_ nicely 
groomed pair. having plenty know- 
how with audiences. Jose. 


Apeolie, N. Y. 

Sy Oliver Band (15), with Tom- 
my Roberts; Janet Sayer, Lonnie 
Johnson, Bunny Briggs, Lester 
Young Band ‘6), Apus, Estrelita, 
Wiltshire & Williams; “Burning 
Cross” (SG). 








Current all-sepia revue at Har- 


able draw. What would seem an 
unorthodox lineup for a downtown 
vauder is perfect for patrons here. 
Repetition of similar acts might 
pall on downtown audiences, but 
are okay here so tong as they’re 
good. Current bill is in that eate- 
gory and keeps show rolling at a 
merry pace. 

Sy Oliver band, playing a peri- 
-odic repeat at the Apollo, is given 
top billing and measures up to it 
on audience returns. Combo, com- 
prising three rhythm, three trum- 
pets, three trombones and four 
saxes, project slick and tricky ar- 
rangements, on a solid beat, to set 
the mood for remainder of show. 
Teeoff with sizzling version of 
their theme, “Dukin’ With Sy” to 
set things for Tommy Foerts’ 
robust baritoning of “You F.now 
What the Trouble is Baby,” “With- 
out A Song” and “Old Man River” 
for sock reception. Janet Sayer, 
attractive lass in scanty costume, 
gets over nicely in a routine of 
rhythm, ballet taps and acro-con- 
tortion terping. House comics 
Apus, Williams, Estrelita and Wilt- 
shire take over for usual comedy 
skit, this time a satire on mind- 
readers, with Apus and Williams 
heckling from opposite boxes and 
rolling ‘em with blue-tinged stuff 
that always goes big with this type 
audience. 





laughs. With fresh material his 
stint would take on the potency | 
currently lacking. 
. Harrison, Carroll and Ross con- | 
trib standard dance burlesquings. 
Grace Drysdale makes for a neat 
twist in puppeteering, using hands 
for the figurines. : 

Les Rhode and his musickers 
handle accomps in apt style. Lary. | 


PREPS on 


Band gives out on “Estrelita” 
and swing version of Barcarole 
from “Tales of Hoffman” as a pre- 


|lude to Bunny Briggs’ slick hoofing 


session. Youthful lad has person- 
ality and showmanship. Also imag- 
inative tap routines that make him 
seem a younger edition of Bill 
Robinson. Kid will undoubtedly go 
places. 

Lester Young and band, consist- 


lem’s Apollo stacks up as a formid- | P 





ing of three rhythm, guitar, trum- 
pet and the maesiru Of Sax, accen- 
tuates the positive in closing slot 
with a torrid repertory ot solid 
arrangements, including “Lester 
Leaps In,” “How High The Moon ? 
and “Jumpin’ at Woodside,” all to 
boff response. Guitarist Freddie 
Lacy steps down to vocal “What'll 
I Do?” for solid reception. 

Both bands and acts are grouped 
in a fast finale for getaway. Biz 
good, with standees at opening day 
(Friday) when caught. Edba. 





Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, June 26. 


Rudy Cardenas, Sylvia Froos, 
Terry & Ralph Rio. Richard Adair 
Dancers; “Big City” (M-G). 





Fast. attractive summer layout 
here doing little to bolster sagging 
b.o., but payees who show up seem 
to register appreciation of vaude 
bill. Three of acts are faves here. 

Sylvia Froos, headliner, is solid 
stuff with a song. Chantoosey has 
a new routine this trip. Has a 
hefty set of pipes, which she han- 
dles to good effect, with keen sense 
of showmanship helping. Opens 
with “Shine on My Shoes.” goes 
on to a Jerome Kern medley, with 
final tribute to the composer, sung 
to tune of “Old Man River’ impres- 
sing as corny and better omitted. 
“Money, Money, Money,’ the new 
calypso, shows strong appeal as 
does a novelty called “A-Man Can 
Be a Wonderful Thing.” 

Terry & Ralph Rio still get 
laughs for their Baby Snooks rou- 
tine. Male plays straight to his 
rotund frau’s infantics, with a few 
duets between. The act is as old as 
vaude, but this version, which has 
been here before. still gets laughs 
some of the more streamlined 
comics might well envy. 

Surprise of bill is Rudy Carde- 
nas, import from Mexico, who 
raises the curtain with the slickest 
juggling act town has seen here 
and that goes for the Big Top 
variety as well. Lad gives impres- 
sion of terping as he whiris around 
the stage in neat rhythm. Uses 
standard equipment-clubs, balls 
and hats-but gives it all a new 
twist which galleries go for in a 
big way. Standout act on bill. 

The Richard Adair sextette of 
terpers—4 gals and 2 men—offer 
their usually effective act. How- 
ever, format is followed so closely 
from one time around to another, 
with hardly a new step added, that 
customers accept it all pleasantly 
but routinely. Seems that at this 
point something new should be 
added. Lowe. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, June 24. 
Tex Williams’ Orch (11) with 
Deuce Spriggins, Smokey Rogers; 
George Givot, Acromaniacs (3), 
Elly Ardelty, Carl Sands Orch; 
“Gay ero” (Rep). 


With schools closing this week, 
current bill stacks up as perfect 
juve fare. ; 


Acromaniacs are one of the 
strongest acts of their type. Youth- 
ful trio scamper through triple 
inwheels, three-highs and bit of 
jitterbug for heavy hand. 


Elly Ardelty, circus aerialist. is 
unfortunate in following the acro- 
bats as slow paced, difficult work 
on the horizontal bar, while good, 
drags a bit. However, she’s sure- 
fire with audience. 


George Givot, dialect comedian, 
has a new bit to his old 
Greek Ambassador act, which 
should be a larger segment of his 
turn. He displays a fine baritone 
in closing with “Old Man River,” 
= nem with another 

ne. patter is stand- 
ard and wins yocks. ” 

Tex Williams is smart foil for 
joule “Gay = ame ll flicker. He 

es a specia ro lus un- 
usual bandstand, whieh adds to the 
corral effect. Only change from the 
standard orch setup is the substi- 
tution of three guitars for the 
brass section. Rest of the band con- 
sists of three fiddles, accordion, 
drums, bass, Solovox, and piano. 


Western clad musicians o 
with “Miss Molly” and then soe 
through “Three-Way Boogie,” spot- 
lighting the sidemen. 

Smokey Rogers, guitarist. closes 
with comedy on “Slap Her Down 
Again. Pa.” Williams does niftily on 
om mage gn in My Heart,” and 
oliows with a comed 7 
picion” y tune. “Sus- 

Rogers switches to the bani 
fast plunking on “Waiting 9 on 
Robert E. Lee.” Deuce Spriggins 
gives out on “Temptation.” Sprig- 
gins and Rogers then team for 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo.” wWil- 
liams, aided by the duo, finales 
with his latest recording, “Smoke 
Smoke, Smoke.” Harry Nadell does 
a fine job pacing house orch while 
Carl Sands is on vacation. Zabe. 





Capitel, N. Y. 

Lena Horne, Paul Winchell, The 
Dunhills (3), Skinnay Ennis Orch 
(15); “Fort Apache” (RKO). re. 
viewed tn VARIETY March 10, ‘48. 





This new show at the Capito} 
starts out on a rising entertainment 
curve from the opening bell unti] 
Lena Horne’s closing spot, and 
then the eyes have it. From there 
in Miss Horne’s curves are the 
thing, the entertainment curve 
_ being displaced in a nice Way 
| however. Show, slickly lighted 
jand dressed by Allen Zee’s pro- 
| duction crew, wisely is held to ap- 
| proximately 40 minutes. That 





| doesn’t always ‘mean a fast show, 


but in this case a well-paced, fast 
meving production is the result. 


Miss Horne has played this 


| house several times, and on each 


date clicked solidly. This time, 
however, her material is over-ar- 
ranged and delivery over-acted. 
She starts out with “One [ Love.” 
then a blues-type tune titled “I}] 
Wind,” Gypsy In My Soul,” and 
for an eneore that wasn’t too vo- 
ciferously demanded, her best ef- 
fort, her standby “Deed I Do.” 
There’s no _ dissatisfaction, how- 
ever, with the appearance she 
makes; namely in a pale-blue strap- 
less gown that emphasizes her 
classy chassis. 

Paul’ Winchell, ventriloquist 
who works with a dummy named 
Jerry Mahoney, walks off with 
the show. Since the last time he 
worked Broadway, Winchell has be- 
come a more polished ventro and 
he has considerably improved his 
material. It’s full of solid laughs, 
despite the fact that he borrows 
oceasionally from other acts. He 
dees a lot of things in the 20-odd 
minutes he occupies, from excel- 
lent takeoffs, through the dummy, 
of Barry Fitzgerald's “Going My 
Way” dialeg, to ‘“McNamara’s” 
Band,” getting a lot out of ribbing 
I femme hats in the audi- 
ence, ete. He gets the top hand of 
all the show’s doings. 

Dunhills, a trio of nice-looking, 
dinner-jacketed tapsters, open the 
show. They make a nice impres- 
sion with unison, fast and rhythm 
routines, challenge work and a few 
brief aero bits. They could im- 
prove the turn considerably if they 
were to shorten the opening, which 
runs mueh too long, and also if 
they were to rearrange the ac- 
companying music. It’s much too 
loud, very often dragging atten- 
tien from the turn to the band. 
Perhaps the simple expedient of 
muting the heavy brass passages 
would accomplish better results. 
All in all, however, the Dunhills 
do an excellent job. 

Ski Ennis hasn't much to do. 
His eom of six brass, five sax 
and three rhythm open with En- 
nis’ “Angel” theme and then cool 
off with accompaniment assign- 
ments until the break between 
Winchell and Miss Horne. Then 
an arrangement of “I Never Knew” 
comes up. It’s nicely, if uninspir- 
ingly. played and written. Ennis 
can do a lot more than he shows 
here. but time apparently doesn't 
permit. Wood. 


Hippedrome, Halte. 
Baltimore, June 26. 
Ken Griffin, Pat Patrick (Ercil 
Twing), Jack E. Leonard, Emerald 
Sisters (2), Jo Lombardi House 
Orch (12); “So Well Rememnv- 
bered” (RKO). 





Rather good setup plays well 
albeit multiplicity of male turns 
all in suecessive order.’ Only spot 
of femininity is provided by the 
Emerald Sisters, duo of knockabout 
tumblers who supply a flashy get- 
away. Jack E. Leonard takes on 
emcee chores and keeps matters 
moving at a brisk pace to his own 
closing slot of solid comedy. 

Pat Patrick, the Ercil Twing of 
the Edgar Bergen show, gets 4 
ripple of recognition on his en- 
——- and gives out with about five 
minutes of his goofy radio char- 
acter before switching to straight 
gags. Material is fair enough, a bit 
too fly for family audiences but 
pleasing nevertheless. Stint points 
a graphic example of the strength 
of Bergen buildup and feeding 
over the air lanes which adds to 
the laugh-getting possibilities 10- 
herent in the Twing character 
when coupled to expert foiling. On 
his own here, it’s another job. _. 

Ken Griffin is cashing in on his 
recording of “You Can't Be True, 
Dear” and he makes his p.a. count 
with extra strong sesh at the 
electric organ. Gives out with 
series of pops in addition to his 
trade-marked tune with a Di 
wrapped around Jack Benny and a 
concluding spot of boogie-woogle 
nice standouts. : 

Leonard is a smart comic. One 
of the hefty lads of his trade he 
makes his material count above the 
stereotyped references to size an 
handles a vocal well. Closing spot 





of hoofery is a pleasant clincher. 
Biz fair. Burm. 
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Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, June 29. 


Metro lifted its option on Jean 
nette MacDenald for an additional 
film, following her work in the 
recently completed “Sun in the 
Morning”. . Charles Laughten took 
an option on “Proud Voyage,” 
authored by Capt. A. V. Walters. 
tor possible indie film production 

Eagle Lion reported a loss of 
$45,000 through heavy Oklahoma 
rains which washed out sets for the 
Walter Wanger preduction, “Tulsa,” 
built on Gey. Roy Turner’s ranch 


. . .Gail Russell signed to costar 
with Jehn Wayne in “Wake of the 
Red Witch” at Republic... .William 
Moss left for Cedar City, Utah, to 
establish leeations for “The Big 
Cat.” which he will produce for 
Fagte Lion release. 

Dennis O’Keefe and Sonny 
Tufts organized an indie produc- 
tion unit to make “Draw Sabers,” 
a_tale of Indian fighting after the 
Civil War. . Republic bought the 
Sloan Nibley story, “The Far Fron- 
tier.” and turned it over to Edward 
J. White for production as a Rey 
Rogers oater.. Rita Johnson and 
Lorin Baker drew featured roles 
in “Family Honeymoon” at U-I .. 
Lewis D. Cellins will direct ‘“Ken- 
tucky Mansion” and “Ex-Convict.” 
which Martin Mooney will produce 
for Film Classics release... Vina 
Detmar’s “Bad Girl,” filmed 17 
years ago, wil be remade by 20th- 
Fox. with Robert Bassler producing 
and Dan Dailey and Jeanne Crain 
in top roles. 

Pine-Thomas has three screen- 
plays ready for 1948-49 program, 
for Paramount release ... Sir Au- 
brey Smith returns to Metro after 
an absence of two years fer “Little 
Women” Loran Tindell drew a 
feaiured part in Warners’ “Fighter 
Squadron” Leu Gardella form- 
ed indie unit to produce a series 
ot oaters. 


Denis McCarthy shifted from 


Orsen Welles in Edward Small’s 
“The Dark Page”... .Eagle Lion 
will handle German, Italian and 
Japanese distribution of “Make 
Way for Youth,” an Army docu- 
mentary narrated by Melvyn Dou- 
glas.. Edmond Angelo bought 
“The Yellow Door.” authored by 
Morgan Conway, for indie produc- 
tion. 

Robert Florey will direct “Out- 
post in Morocco.” Sam Bischoff 
preduction for UA release Ed- 
gar Ulmer sails for ltaly July 6 
to direct “Boccaccio’s Decameron” 
for Ariete Productions... Carole 
Gallagher drew femme lead in the 
Allan Lage oater, “The Denver 
Kid,” at Republic Selena. Reyle 
spotted for “The Heiress” at Par- 
amount . Paramount borrowed 
Rhonda Fieming from Selznick on 
a three-picture deal, following her 
appearance opposite Bing Cresby 
in “A Connecticut Yankee” Lu- 
cille Baill returns to RKO for the 
top femme role in “Interference,” 
a tale of pro football. Jack Cum- 
mings, producer. and Rey Rewland, 
director of “The Story of Monty 
Stratton,” touring with Chicago 
White Sox to shoot authentic base- 
ball backgrounds and acquire a 
bigleague atmosphere. 

Dan Dailey and Martha Stewart 
draw top spots in “Call Me Mister,” 
to be produced by George Jessel at 
20th-Fox Next cliffhanger at Re- 
public will be “The Ghost of Zor- 
ro.” with Franklin Andreon pro- 
ducing “Loser Take All,” pro- 
duced independently by Richard 
Quine and William Asher, will be 
released by Columbia Gibraltar 
Pictures, headed by Al Regell and 
Manning Posi, will start interiors 
Aug. 1, on “Shadow of Time,” on 
the 20th-Fox Western avenue lot 

Antheny Caruse checked in for 
one of the top roles in “Seng of 
India~ at Columbia Robert Light 
was signed as general manager of 
Northern Film Productions, indie 





Stage to screen for Samuel Geld- 
wyn’s “Enchanted”...Den nis 


outfit, producing ‘Eternal Chains,” 
with a Central American’ back- 


O'Keefe up for a co-star role with | ground. 
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Par’s Theatre Tele 


Z Continued from page 2 








bourn, company’s video chief, the |News format at beginning and end. 


terms provided that the theatre, 


couldn’t announce or advertise the | of the 


fact. It was feared by the 20th. 
Century Club that this would cut 
into the Stadium seat sale. 

As a result, the sole plugging | 
Par’'s showing got, under the, 
agreement, was a soundtruck sta- | 
tioned in front of the house in) 
Times Square for an hour preced- 
ing the start of the bout. That was 
sufficient, however, to fill every 





It started off with newsreel films 
weighing-in ceremony 
Wednesday, breaking from there 
into the pre-fight proceedings in 


| the Stadium ring. 











UA-Lazarus 


Continued from page 3 seem 








ever since he joined UA in 1943 


seat not occupied by the regular | and, during Sears’ confinement to 


audience in the house for “Dream | 


the New York hospital for observa- 


Girt’ (Par) and Phil Spitalny’s jigon the past two weeks, Lazarus 


band on the stage. 


One Commercial 
All but one Gillette commercial | 


has occupied his office and han- 
died some of his functions. 
LeSieur’s post as assistant pub-ad 


were deleted by Par. The one left manager will be eliminated under 
in ‘just a ecard announcing that |the new setup. Francis Winikus 


the airing was sponsored by the | 
razor. manufacturer), Raibourn , 


will contnue as advertising direc- 
tor, Al Tamarin as publicity chief 


said, was a payoff for Par’s use of | and Mori Krushen in charge of 
NBC's video announcer, for which | field operations. 


Gillette footed the bill. Par) 


In the sales department. Fred 


showed plain, printed slides plug- | Jack, southern division manager, 
ging the next film at the house will take over temporarily as west- 


and “Emperor Waltz,” a Par pic- ern salesmanager. 


ture, at Radio City Music Hall, to 
fill the other three between-rounds 
Gillette commercial spots. — 

Raibourn refused to disclose 
how much the company paid for 
theatre video rights. : 

Par used its intermediate film 
system of projection, in contrast to 
the direct projection demonstra- 
tion of the same event by 20th- 
Fox at its Fox theatre in Phily. 
Raibourn estimated there was 
about a 90-second lapse between 
the actual occurrences in the Sta- 
dium and the time the film was 
processed and projected on the 
Par screen. New equipment which 
the company is now constructing 
and whieh will be ready in about 
six weeks, Raibourn said, would 
reduce the interval to 20 seconds. 

Definition throughout was excel- 
lent. but the picture wasn’t quite 
brilliant enough to be 100% satis- 
factory. Another shortcoming was 
that crowd noises were not picked 


He'll replace 
Maury Orr. who has resigned, to 
go into his family’s business. Jack 
has turned down permanent ap- 
pointment to the job, since it 
would entail moving his headquar- 
ters to New York. He prefers to 
stay in Dallas, where he has lived 


all his life. ' 
Lazarus, 35. has been in the film 

industry since 1933, when he 

joined Warner Bros. following 


graduation from Cornell. It was 
at WB he met Sears, who was dis- 
tribution chief. Following 10 years 
with the company, he jeined the 
Buchanan ad agency. He left 
there to go with UA_ following 
Sears’ switch. 

LeSieur, 41, has been with the 
distributing company for 14 years, 
starting as production manager in 
the advertising department. He 
was later sales prémotion man- 
ager and. about three and one-half 
years ago, became advertising 
manager. He was upped from that 





up sufficiently strongly, nor could 
the thud of gloves be heard to 


‘job to assistant pub-ad chief about 
/18 months ago. Prior to joining 


complete the illusion of being on |i). on. was with the Hanff-Metz- 


the scene. That didn’t have much 
effect on the Paramount audience. 
however, beeause they reacted 
completely as though they were 
there. screaming instructions to 
the men in the ring and otherwise 
indicating great enthusiasm. 

As in previous video shows, Pat 
set the fight in the Paramount 


ger (now Buchanan) ad agency, 
'tollowing graduation from Rutgers. 

Sears returned to his desk at the 
homeoffice Monday (28) after the 
hospitalizing. He is expected to 
| head for the Coast in a few weeks 


- to continue discussions on new 


product and other matters. 


Form Telemount Corp 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Telemount Pictures Corp., video 
firm, has been formed by Henry 
Denovan, Harry Redmond, Jr., and 
Walter J. Nelson. Incorporation 
papers filed at Sacramento show 
the new company as being capi- 
talized originally at $1,000,000. 

Donovan, formerly with Para- 
mount’s KTLA, related that com- 
Pany will shove off with a 13-week 
series filmed for juve market. 
Series will be titled “Magic Lady” 
and will feature femme magician 
Gerry Larsen. Telepicts will be 
open-end, running 12 and a half 
minutes and shot on 35m. 

Redmond is a special effects di- 
rector and Nelson was formerly 
with Radiovision Corp. Telemount 
plans to rent studio space and start 
shooting in three weeks. Firm 
hopes to complete first series in 
three weeks. 


French Legislation On 
Yank Pix Pushed Off; 
Fight 657 in Taxes 


Paris, June 29. 

French legislation’ threatening 
continued showing of American 
pictures here has been pushed off 
indefinitely. Instead of dickering 
with the French government on 
the film legislation alone, Gerald 
Mayer, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America foreign chief, who is 
here now, has succeeded in having 
the film negotiations included in 
an ensemble of decisions affecting 
domestic economy far beyond the 
realm of the motion picture in- 
dustry. 

It is-expected that it will be a 
considerable time before the welter 
of prospective legislation is 
thrashed threugh. This means 
that the American industry is in 
the clear for a while and, by the 
time the portions of the measures 
affecting it come up, they may be 
considerably changed. 

Principal measure frightening 
|U. S. distribs is the Gerraud-Jouve 
bill, applying two taxes which 
MPAA chief Eric Johnston a few 
weeks ago estimated would be the 
equivalent of 65°. 
missions and the other, to be paid 
'directly by distribs, puts a foot- 
age levy on foreign films. 

Also involved are French re- 
quests for revision of the film pro- 
visions of the Blum-Byrnes agree- 
ment to up playing time for French 
product from four to seven weeks 
per quarter in local cinemas. Tied 
up with this are efforts of the 
U. S industry to get out about 
$18,000,000 in frozen funds. 


MAD SCURRY ON 
FOR WB DIRECTORS 


Hollywood, June 29. 

All the directors on Warners 
payroll are busy this week for the 
first time this year. Seven are 
working on films actually before 
the cameras and the rest are either 
readying stories or winding up 
production in the cutting rooms. 

Filming are Michael Curtiz, “My 
Dream is Yours;” David Butler, 
“Silver Lining;” Edwin L. Marin, 
“The Younger Brothers;” LeRoy 
Prinz, dance sequences for “Silver 
Lining;” Peter Godfrey, “The Girl 
from Jones Beach; Raoul Walsh, 
“Fighter Squadron,” and Bretaigne 
Windust, “June Bride.” Preparing 
are King Vidor, “The Fountain- 
head;” Henry Koster, “Happy 
Times;”’ Delmar Daves, “Task 
Force,” and Alfred Hitchcock, (in 
England) “Under Capricorn.” 
Working in the editing rooms are 
Delmar Daves, “A Kiss in the 
Dark;” Vincent Sherman, “The Ad- 
ventures of Don Juan,” and Rich- 
ard Bare, “Flaxey Martin.” 











Name Olson Press Rep 


Robert Olson, formerly of the 
20th-Fox foreign publicity depart- 
ment, has been named press rep 
by the Alfred Hitchcoek-Sidney 
Bernstein Transatlantic indie unit. 
Olson leaves New York next Tues- 
day (6) for London, where the 
outfit now has “Under Capricorn,” 
starring Ingrid Bergman and Jo- 
seph Cotten, in production. He'll 
be abroad about four months. 

Olson’s job will be contact with 
U. S. press reps in London and 
the feeding of material to Trans- 
atlantic’: New York rep, Albert 
Margolies, for. planiing in Ameri- 
can publications. David Golding. 
former Korda p.a. in London, was 
recently appointed by the unit to 
handle British publicity. 





One is on ad- | 


Jack Cohn Trust Sells 2,000 Col Shares 
oa ee 


Stock Deals 





$186,000 Film Divvies 


For May, Down from °47 


Washington, June 29. 

Publicly reported cash dividends 
by picture corporations in May 
were $186,000, as compared with 
$217,000 in May, 1947, and $3,941,- 
000 in April of this year, the Dept. 
of Commerce reported last week. 

For the three months ending 
May, announced pic company divi- 
dends totalled $11,704,000, a drop 
of almost $2,000,000 from the 
$13,645,000 for the corresponding 
period in 1947. A department 
spokesman emphasized that the 
steep decline from April does not 
reflect any shift in business condi- 
tions, since May is always a weak 
month for dividend payments, and 
April always strong. 

The slight falling off in dividend 
payments from the 1947 figure was 
caused in part by the failure of 
Loew’s Boston to declare a May di- 
vidend this year, the Commerce 
deciared. 


; 
| Schiaifer 


Schlaifer wrote in his letter of res- 
ignation. “Also, I have been unal- 
terably opposed to the washing of 
intra-industry linen in _ public 
view.” 

Schlaifer’s abrupt departure 
from AMPA brought forth a coun- 
ter-dig from Youngstein. The EL 
biggie despatched a letter to 
Schlaifer, declaring: “We, of 
course, have no choice other than 
to aecept your resignation.” 














ing,” Youngsiein added, “while 
|your resignation is the only one 
| received since my induction as 
| president, we have increased our 
membership by more than 40 new 
members during the same period.” 

In his diatribe, Youngstein had 
characterized the public relations 
job of the industry as “one of the 
worst butchered in history.” “Prop- 
er public relations will, in my 
opinion, never be established by 
eight executives sitting in a room 
and exchanging bromides,” he had 
Gceclared later in his talk. 


Pushing his thesis that the in- 
dustry should use “the brains and 
talents of the men and women who, 
on a day-to-day basis, really make 
the public relations of our indus- 
try,” Youngstein this week lined 
up a meeting with Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of the Theatre Own- 
ers of America. He proposes that 
TOA call on AMPA for help in the 
unit’s present campaign to better 


_ relations with the public. 


In this regard, Youngstein said 
he was making his manpower avail- 
able to TOA and would set up a 
special committee with that target 
-in mind. 


Mary Pickford — 


——ae continued from page 3 oo 


Miss Pickford will look over the 
block-remittances problem both 
for the company itself and its pro- 
ducer members. She revealed that 
Rogers expects to turn out films in 
France utilizing UA’s frozen franes 
via a French-American producing 
organization to be established for 
that purpose. No definite film- 
making has been scheduled as yet 
until the couple examines available 
facilities. 


Miss, Pickford also declared that 
she had a “large portfolio of 
stories” and may dispose of some 
of them in the European market 
although she declined to name 
prospective purchasers. Among 
her properties, she said, are the 
novel, “Dorothy Vernon of Haddon 
Hall,” plus her self-written yarn, 
“The Demi-Didow,” published 
shortly before the war. 

While Rogers recently handled 
an acting stint in “An Innocent 
Affair,” produced by James Nas- 
ser for UA release, he said that 
his return to thesping for that film 
didn’t necessarily mean that he 
planned abandonment of his pro- 
duction activities. It’s possible 
he'll combine them both. Mean- 
while. upon his return to the U. S. 
|about Sept. 1, he'll launch “De- 
| linquent.,” with Jackie Cooper in 
the top role, for UA release. 


























“You may be interested in know- | 


Washington, June 29. 

Security transactions of picture 
company officers and directors 
from April 11 to May 10, as re- 
ported last week by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, were: 

Columbia common—-The Jack 
Cohn trust disposed of 2,000 shares, 
leaving a total of 21,619. His per- 
sonal holdings at the end of the 
period totalled 47,969 shares. Abe 
Montague sold 200 shares and 
acquired 195, for a net loss of five 
shares, leaving his tetal holdings at 
8,027: In six transactions Abraham 
Sehneider disposed of 726 shares, 
lowering his holdings to 11,253. 
Denald S. Stralem increased his 
holdings to 992 shares by the pur- 
chase of 24. 

Montague was also listed as hold- 
ing 10,426 warrants, giving him the 
right to buy an equal number of 
Columbia common shares. 

Monogram $1 common—tThe sale 
of 4,600 shares in six transactions 
was reported by George D. Bur- 
rows, reducing his holdings to 
3,033 shares. 

Paramount $1 common—Duncan 
G. Harris increased his holdings to 
, 2,600 shares through the purchase 
| of 200. Maurice Newton bought 
and then sold 150 shares in March, 
leaving his holdings to 18,605. A 
trust held by. Newton was reported 
as 18,380 shares. 


Trans-Lux $1 common—Harry 
Brandt purchased 1,500 shares, in- 
creasing his holdings to 88,565 
shares. Broadyork, Inc., was re- 
ported as holding 1,000 shares 
Harday Operating Co. 1,400, and 
Brandt's wife, 14,700. 

Universal of Delaware common 
—Danie! M. Sheaffer sold 1.600 
shares in five transactions, reduc- 
ing his holdings to 13,207 shares. 
| Warner Bros. $5 common—Harry 
M. Warner sold 6.250 shares in 
four transactions. His holdings now 
| total 284,350 shares. A trust in his 
{name was reported as 16,000 
| Shares. 
| Radio and television manufactur- 

ing company transactions reported: 

| Farnsworth Television and Radio 
| $1 common—Philo T. Farnsworth 
‘sold 400 shares in March, reducing 
|his holdings to 13,693 shares. 

Magnovox $1 common—Edwin S. 
|Pridham bought one share, in- 
'creasing his holdings to 154 shares. 

RCA common -—— Meade Brunet 
_ bought 100 shares, now holds 200. 
J. V. Heffernan bought 11 shares 
in five transactions, increasing his 
holdings to 892 shares. 

Other show biz 
listed: 

Madison Square Garden capital 
—-W. P. Chrysler, Jr., bought 2,900 
shares in five transactions, and now 
|holds 15,500 shares. 


| 20th Tele 


Continued from page 2 





transactions 








Yankee Stadium to the relay termi- 
nus outside Philly. From there 
they were beamed directly to the 
theatre through a microwave unit 
installed by 20th. 

| Extreme longshots used at times 
‘by the NBC tele cameras were 
n.s.g. on the giant theatre screen, 
but the closeups used during most 
of the action were excellent. Light- 
ing was good enough for the audi- 
ence to distinguish clearly between 
the different body tones of the 
two Negro fighters, and even the 
faces of the ringsiders were clearly 
visible. 

Sereen suffered a slight distor- 
tion on the extreme left. That 
was explained by 20th engineers 
as an “overlapping” of the elec- 
tronic impulses as they traveled 
across the screen which, they 
claimed, is “easy to correct.” 
There were also blurs around the 
bald pate of one of Walcott’s han- 
dlers when the Stadium lights 
were on full. Once the fight was 
underway, though, the pictures 
were bright and clear. 

Since the Fox system is simul- 
taneous and utilized the NBC 
transmission directly, there was ne 
way possible of editing out the 
Gillette commercials, which was 
effected by the Broadway Para- 
mount’s intermediate film method. 
As a result, the commercials, poor- 
ly produced as they were, showed 
with as much clarity on the screen 
as the fight, giving the razor outfit 
tremendous extra coverage for 
|their plugs. Audience accepted the 
a in a kidding manner, 
but showed no objection. 
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~ EDWARD 


presents 


"Solid box office... across- 
the-board customer appeal!" 


“If action’s what audience 
wants, they'll get it here!’ 


“Will pay off largely at box- 
office! Follows T-Men !’’ 


“Hits hard...strong woman’s angle!” 


“A solid item!...Should keep all 
audiences in a state of excitement!” 


“Good music to any exhibitor’s ears!” 


Anothet » "Ss hould clean up! Names will 


his for the 


gill, REINENAN insure good business!” 
Rie! ; 


a 
EDWARD SMALL presents RAW DEAL’ starring DENNIS O’KEEFE - CLAIRE TREVOR: MARSHA HUNT 
with John Ireland * RAYMOND BURR + CURT CONWAY « CHILI WILLIAMS © Directed ty ADITRODINYSAAnENS « Satine kg shaneah ANAS 
end JOHN C. HIGGINS © Suggested by a story by ARNOLD B. ARMSTRONG and AUDREY ASHLEY » A Reliance Picture * An EAGLE LION FILMS Release 
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H 16m Film 
At Admish Pri 
Bi . | iti 
St. John, N. B., June 29. 
Home film shows, 16m, are tak- 
ing epidemic form through ‘the 
inaritinie provinces, 
weeknights as well as Sunday aft- 
ernoons and nights, for admission 
prices and “silver collections.” Al! 
staried with the silver handouts, 
bui the promoters found too many 
couldn't’ penetrate above nickels 


and dimes. hence now only a few 
adhere to the collections. The ad- 


missions range from 25 to 50c, in- 


clusive. 


The only complaints have come | 
from neighbors who fear the fire | 


menace or collapse of houses. with 
floors and beams taxed beyond 
their limits. In many instances as 
many as 300 persons are jammed 
into a couple of rooms ,with many 
smokers among them. Operators 
of the projection and sound equip- 
ment are mostly amateurs and 
semi-pros. What they don’t know 
about the equipment is plenty. 


A deluge of protests from neigh- , 


bors toreed a slowdown at one 


spot. where, on the second fivor of | 


an ancient dwelling house two pro- 
moters had been doing turnaway 
business Sunday afternoons and 


nights, for a single feature bill, at | 
There are two shows at | 


25¢ per. 
night. None of the promoters has 
any previncial tax to contend with. 
Some of the“equipment is owned, 
and in other cases is rented, as 
well as the films. 

The home shows came into cir- 
culation last fall and have been 


expanding in number and attend- | 
Particularly ap- | 


ances ever since. 
pealing are Sunday shows. since 
theatres are shuttered that day and 
the entertainment schedule is al- 
most nil. 


PAR ASKS RESHUFFLE 
IN %-CHISEL SUIT 


Paramount is asking for a shuf- 
fling of defendants in its $573,000 





percentage-chiselling action against | 


Harry Brandt. 165 corporations 
and 96 theatres now pending in the 
New York supreme court. Par has 


filed application to drop eight de- | 


fendants mistakenly included and 
add another seven who had been 
mistakenly excluded. 

Motion requests elimination of 
Moc Goldman, Raymond V. Wepie. 
Andear, Anwell, Mangood. Rogel 
and Richie Amus. companies and 
Lanrec Operating Corp. It asks 


being held | 


PHILLY TENT GETS FARM 
FOR HANDICAPPED KIDS 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Leo Posel, retired indie exhibi- 
tor, denated his 80-acre farm near 
Worcester, Montgomery county, to 
the Variety Club, Tent 13, to be 
used as a summer home for handi- 
capped and needy children. The 
Variety Club plans to begin work 
on camp seon, repairs being made 
out of eharity fund of $40,000. 
| The proposal for a summer camp 
|for the needy, with full medical 
|care while the youngsters are va- 
| cationing, was approved by Tent 13 
|aS a permanent charitable project. 
| Plans also are under way to enlist 
| the aid of the Philadelphia Daily 
| News into annual fund-raising, with 
| the newspaper as co-sponsor. 





Albany. 

Charles A. Smakwitz. acting 
zone manager of Warner theatres, 
|appointed chairman of Albany 
| Variety Club’s Heart Fund com- 
mittee, operating a summer camp. 
Smakwitz, former chief barker, re- 
| places C. J. Latia, who was trans- 
| ferred by WB from here to Eng- 
j land. 





Heidt Coast Dates fer Variety Club 
San Francisco. 

Abe Blumenfeld announced that 
the Variety Club of Northern Cali- 
fornia, Tent 32, which he heads, 
will contribute all proceeds from 
two appearances by Horace Heidt 
‘band to the club's chief  proj- 
ect, building of its new Blind 
Baby’s Nursery. Heidt is slated 
|for July 25 at Civie Auditorium 
| here and Aug. 1 at Oakland Audi- 
| torium Arena. 


2 UA Pix in Middle 
Of B’way Dispute On 
Unien Jurisdiction 


Two United Artists pictures 
|showing on Broadway. “Arch of 
| Triumph” at the Globe and “Time 
'of Your Life” at the Mayfair, are 
|now in the middle of public leaflet 
| barrages set down by two rival 
‘nions contesting control over UA 
white-collarites. Screen Office and 
Professional Employees Guild: 
whose contract 
May 31. 
urging boycott of the two films on 
grounds that the company is carry- 
\ing on a “union-busting” campaign. 
UA refused to sign a new pact 
/with SOPEG because the latter re- 
'fused to file non-Communist af- 
\fidavits under the Taft-Hartley 
law. 

| Paper eannonade from SOPEG’s 
rival, Local H-63. is blowing leaf- 
|lets around the Times Square area 
telling theatre-shoppers it’s okay 
ito see the two UA pix. Signed by 





| 





with UA expired | 
is distributing circulars | 


Ne ir medi: din yey claimed majority of UA office 


workers. leaflet charges SOPHG 
Amus. Corp., Bell Theatres, Tray-| Bees Fe By . 
more Operating Cerp., R & M Op-| With Pape hg ee 
erating Corp. and 62 Delancey nate union not authorized to 


speak for the company employees. 
Street Theatre Corp. ages. . 
Application is set for Monday , Conflicting ctaims of SOPEG 
; - and Lecal H-63. which is affiliated 
(6) hearing. to the International Alliance of 


| Theatrical Stage Employees, will 
MPAA, Producers Team be settled at union shop eleetions 
ito be conducted by the National 
. Labor Relations Board. Arthur | 
Vs. Distribs on Shorts Younger, NLRB director, is calling | 
i icture Assn. of Amer- | 4 meeting of the unions and com- | 
Bee of propaganda shorts -Pany this week to settle a date for 
has collided with its first major | the elections. 
tangle on pelicy—a distrib-produ- | _ SOPEG and Screen Publicists 
cer batile over the number of pix Guild. meanwhile, are girding for 
rich should be released yearly. @ showdown battle with other ma- 
Coast film-makers and the MPAA jor companies. whose contracts 
are holding out for 13 briefies an-— with the two CIO guilds expire 
nually while distribs are insisting Sept. 27. At a joint meeting Mon- 
that the tetal be held down to | day (28), both unions affirmed 
ah their determination not to comply 
- mee of dis- With the Taft-Hartley law despite 
t i . page geeks vende! for industry hints that no negotiations 
13 ‘tela was nixed. It is still for mew pacts will take place un- 
uncertain what further steps will less they do. 
be takert by the MPAA and its 


producer allies 10 Pa tects that | 96 N.Y. RKO Flacks 
one per-month release pace will Get P. ay Increases 


make the publicity program more 
oepistribs voted down the pro-} Following pattern set at other 
posal after noting that producers | ™aJor film companies, 56 peng ten 
had overlooked the fact that it we homeoffice _ RKO —, 

takes 12 months to play off one of | Service Corp., have ay" ved pay 
these shorts. Since that is so, be- hikes ranging — ‘or senior 
fore the year is up, six pix will be | publicists to $5.50 rage — 
in release and circulating through | Fetrenctive to nee" i A > 
the theatres. To up the number ary boosts stem “ge a 
to 13 would mean that a major | between the gg n 
would be distributing more than | Publicists Guild whi was ar- 
one MPAA short at the same time. | bitrated under the guild contract's 


| wage reopening clause. r 
Van Upp’s Fisher Biog Final arbitration case involving 
Hollywood, June 29. 




















ithe SPG is currently taking place 
i i i the Amer- 
‘vginia Van Upp shifted from with Paramount before Am 
Colutabia to D0th-Fox to script ajican Arbitration Assn. a 
musical biography of Fred Fisher, | which is expected to paralle 





conewri ith George Jessel UU 
peudeding. a . jis slated for next week. 


ilts giv - the other companies, | all c 
a © ia | Swedish import. 





Anti-Trust Suits 


Continued from page 7 


William Goldman, Philly exhib, 
who already had won a $375,000 
verdict in a previous suit. Gold- 
man is asking the Federal court to 
compel Warner Bros. and other 
major distribs there to surrender 
ownership of their houses in the 
Philly area. 

Goldman maintains that the 
Supreme Court decision tossing 
out competitive bidding makes 
divorcement the only corrective 
measure in his sector. In the 
alternative, he wants an injunction 
barring the defendants from cross- 
licensing films to each other in 
Philadelphia. 

In the Federal court of Vicks- 
burg. Miss., Joseph Applebaum 
and Bertram FE. Simms, Green- 
ville exhibs, filed against the eight 
majors and others asking $600,000 
triple-damages. Plaintiffs charge 
conspiracy and claim unreasonable 
clearance. They assert their house 
was forced to follow Paramount 
theatre in Greenville by 60-90 days. 

Third action was brought by 
Alma Amus. Co. in the Federal 





court, Brunswick, Ga., for $21,000 | ——— 


and an injunction against alleged 
violations of menopoly laws. Named 
as defendants are Warners, 20th- 
Fox, United Artists, Eagle Lion, 
Republic and Monogram besides 
L. A.°Stein. competitor in Alma, | 
Ga. Suit claims plaintiff was un- 
able to buy better product. Fourth 
was bought for $522.000 in Indian- 
apolis by Central Avenue Theatre 
Corp. ' 


Indpls. Nabe Files Suit 
Vs. Six Major Distribs 
Indianapolis. June 25. 

Central Avenue Theatre Corp., 
operator of Zaring. nortside nabe, 
asks $522,000 damages in anti-trust 
suit field in Federal court here last 
Thursday (24) against six distrib- 
utors and operators of nine 
theatres, charging conspiracy to 
monopolize film releases and fix ad- 
mission prices. Suit attacks clear- 
ance set-up, charging monopoly is 
created by eMelusive  firstruns 
downtown and preterential treat- 
ment of St. Clair and Uptown, 
northside competitors. It charges 
patronage loss of $147.000 since 
April 1, 1947, at Zaring because of | 
situation. 

Distributors named are Loew's, 
20th-Fox, Paramount, Columbia, 
Universal and United Artists. 
Other defendants are Amusement 
Enterprises. Inc., operator of St. 
Clair. Uptown, Strand and Oriental. 
local nabes, and the Fourth Avenue 
Amus. Co., Louisville and Greater 
Indianapolis Amus. Co.. joint op- 
erators of Indiana, Circle, Lyric 
and Keith’s. Loew’s also is listed. 








. = 

Foreign Pix 
Continunett’ from page 
foreign pix since the end of the 
war due to their bookings in nabe 
theatres. Belore the war, when 
foreign pix were confined to a/ 
narrow circuit of arty houses, cen- | 
sorship groups didn’t care one way 
or another how much “realism” 

ey depicted on the screen. 
Showing of these same pix in 
family theatres. however, have 
perked up the guardians of public 
morality. 

Large part of the blame for the 
heavy crackdown on foreign pix 
has been placed on the sensational 
type of advertising used to pro- 
mote them. Lurid and, in most 
cases, false advertising claims have | 
served to completely distort the; 
aim of several noteworthy pix, it’s 
felt. Chief danger of the practice 
of turning a fast dollar by sharp 
advertising is seen in the possibil- 
itv that all foreign pix will be 
judged guilty and be forced to 
prove their innocence first, . 

Indie distribs of foreign _ pix. 
however. are only mildly afraid of 
the censorship raps just so long as 
they have no official status. In 
some cases the raps are welcomed 
as additional lures for their films. 
While bookings of “condemned” 
pictures in nabe houses has fallen 
off as a result, the art houses still 
play them, and exploitation houses 
buy the ones with the most notori- 
ous reputations. 

Pix banned in the last seven 
months by the L. of D. include 
“Passionelle.’” “Volpone,” “The 
Eternal Keturn” and “Fric Frac,” 
French, and “Torment,” the 





| 





N.Y. Indies Won't Cut Admission 
Prices Despite Current B.O. Dip 





Enough Biz for All, 
| Hoblitzelle Warns 


Dallas. June 29. 
According to Karl Hoblitzelle, 
prez of Interstate Theatres Circuit, 
there’s enough biz in exhibition for 
all, and no theatreman need use 


conniving tactics to get his share. | 
Hoblitzelle and R. J. O'Donnell. 


v.p. and general manager of the 
circuit, spoke before a meeting of 
the Dallas Independent Theatre 
Owners. 

“We are going to fight for busi- 
ness, and fight hard, but it will be 
done with clean hands, and we 
want vou exhibitors to fight just as 
hard in the same manner,”. said 
Hoblitzelle. 


Labor Chief 


Contmued from page 6 

















enforced in the first few years due 
to a shortage of British product. 
“The authorities,’ he said, “‘will 
have to turn a blind eye to a num- 


| ber of irregularities if they do not 


want our cinemas to close.” 
Defending the Anglo-U. S. tax 


agreement, O’Brien said that the | 


U. S. embargo during the period of 
the 75% tax was speHing disaster 
for the British industry. When 
the British failed to fill the. gap, 
confidence fell both on the produc- 
tion and exhibition end. As a re- 
sult, O’Brien said, banks and in- 
vestment companies refused to risk 
their money for finance because 
they knew they couldn't recover 
costs of production in Britain 
alone. He disclosed that out of 
10,000 employees in the studios, 
2,060 were laid off. 

O’Brien also put the quietus on 
British beefs over the Anglo-U. S. 
pact to the effect that American 
producers would use frozen funds 
to swamp British production. The 
facts, according to O’Brien, show 
that all the major studios at Den- 
ham, Pinewood, Islington, Elstree 
and Shepperton are controlled by 





i business, 
several independent circuit chiefs 
in the New York metropolitan area 
have emphasized that cuts 
in admission scales definitely 
; would not be resorted to in an ef- 
ifort to stimulate attendance. Ex- 
\hibs in some out-of-town situations 
| were reported to have taken such 
ja step. 

“We wil! try to hold the line on 
admission prices,” declared Walter 
Reade, Jr.. of the Reade chain 
with some 42 houses in New Jersey 
and upstate New York. In face of 
rising costs he frankly siated that 
‘he did not know how prices could 
be cut. “Business in our situa- 
tions,” he said, “Ras levelei off, 
but as yet we have not noticed 
an uptrend.” 

Anaiyzing this year’s grosses to 
date, Reade disclosed that in the 
last six months one week would 
usually be lower than the previous 
‘and ene month would be lower 
than the preceding period, bat now 
the bottom apparently has been 
reached. He opined that televi- 
sion will be a definite factor in 
keeping people away. However, 
the exec added that it’s hard to 
pick out any single theory and 
say, “that’s the reason why they 
| didn’t come.” 

Joseph Springer, general man- 
ager of the 37-house Century loop 
in Brooklyn and Long Island. de- 
clared, “I don’t think that admis- 
sion cuts are the answer to the 
situation. Overhead, rising wage 
scales, among other things, pre- 
vent such a move. Everybody 
knows that business is off and 
when we get some decent pictures 
it will pick up.” 

David Weinstock, prexy of the 
Raybond circuit, with some 16 the- 
atres in Connecticut, New Jersey 
and New York, also feels that costs 
/are too high to warrant any slice 
\in existing prices. An upsurge in 
attendance, he emphasized, would 
|not be felt unless product teok a 
‘sharp improvement im quality. 
| Better pictures are the solution 
| because the public is becoming 
;more and more discriminating in 
“its film tastes.” 








J. Arthur Rank. Sir Alexander | 


Korda and the Associated British 


Britain's studios today are produc- 
ing British films,” O’Brien said, as 
against only one American studio 
in Britain. 














ee Comtinued from page ll 


es.” Goldberg declares, “You can't 
edit television newsreels. If your 
camera is taking the Yale game, 
you can't grab Notre Dame. Filmed 
newsreeis are edited to give you 
the highlights of all the games of 
a particular Saturday and I mean 
that’s important. Television, more- 
over. can never equal 
smoothness. A film can have every 


|flaw ironed out. You take video as 


it comes and it’s bound to come 
badly now and then.” 


Most exhibs in the New Haven 


RIETY'S correspondent there re- 
ports. More considered opinions 
in Connecticut feel video would 
definitely dent grosses under cer- 
tain conditions. but felt that it 
had compensating possibilities in 
educating the public to a wider 
range of entertainment-conscious- 
ness. An example of this line of 
reasoning is the effect of radio on 
concert attendance. It is argued 
that the best music in the world 
is heard over the airwaves but. 
rather*thar being a deterrent. this 


factor has served to boost concert | 


attendance. 
4. Radie Comparison 
“Wolcott doesn’t think the indus- 


Tele’s Effects |. 


films in| 


_ Young America Elects 


Co. “Between 80 and 90° of | 


Klections held last week at the 
/annual stockholders and directors 


‘search and production. 
| Company is one of the larger 
producers and distributors of edu- 
cational pictures. Other officers 
‘reelected at the conclave are: 
| Stuart Seheftel, prexy: 


if 
| Vanderbilt, chairman of the beard; 


Richard Reiss, secretary, and John 
Groves, treasurer. 





——= Continued from page 6 


makes the American firm’s legal 
‘position possibly doubtful. 

sector take the middle course, VA- | 
Odeon, Rank has refused any play- 


Despite its shareholdings in 


dates to UA. On the other hand, 
he is giving playing time, although 
limited, te other U. S. distribs. 
Thus the UA board has been mull- 
ing the advantages of filing suit. 


Their idea is that the suit can’t put 
UA in any worse position regard- 





ing Rank than it is now. and it 
may improve things. It is this line 


try can absorb the shock of tele as of ‘thinki hich now i 
easily and as quickly as it did ra- bel aie: ws: — 


dio. “At that,” he adds, “small | 


towns fejt the impact of radio for 
a full three years, never fully re- 
— until sound pictures came 
_ Fg 

“If producers and distributors 
will stand by their thousands of 
theatre customers and if we our- 
selves can be given the oppor- 
tunity of presenting television on 
large screens in our theatres, we 
have a very good chance of coming 
through. I believe the proposition 
is as simple as thai,” Wolcott 
writes. 


Oddly enough, Rank’s crackdown 


‘on playing time for the American 


companies hasn't been aliogether 
unfavorable for UA. It owns the 
London Pavilion, a house which 
much of the time in the past has 
lacked for adequate product. Now 
it is being highly sought after for 
playdates by Yank distribs. They 
want it for first-rruns for the con- 





|Siderable number of films which 


won't play the Rank circuiis, but 


\will play the subsequent-run indie 


houses throughout London and 


Britain. 
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VARIETY Weilnesday, June 30, 1948 


—— 








swving RUTH HUSSEY sonn CARROLL vers RALSTON 


wih GENE LOCKHART * JOHN HOWARD * BENAY VENUTA 
and ADELE MARA + JAMES BELL + JOHN LITEL 


A REPUBLIC PICTURE 


>. 


THROUGH RADIO’S 
MOST POPULAR SHOW 


iktos TRUTH on 4 Lee 
CONSEQUENCES fF 


An audience of more than 
60,000,000 heard the 
nation-wide search for 

“Miss Jane Doe” in three 

weeks of smash publicity. 





Screen Play by LAWRENCE KIMBLE Adaptation by DECLA ‘DUNNING 


Associate Producer-Director — JOHN H. AUER 
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Rains Came in 
But Not Biz; ‘Apache’ 
Alone Fine at $12,000 


Indianapolis, June 29. 
Rains finally broke heat spell 
here, but film biz is still only 
moderate at downtown first-runs. 


“Fort Apache” looks tops in near- | 


average week at Indiana, “Noose 


Hangs High” is only fair at Cir- | 


cle. “Bride Goes Wild” 

up nicely 

Loew's. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—"‘Neose Hangs High” (EL) 
and “Cobra Strikes” (EL). Modest 
$10,000. Last week, “Best Years” 
(RKO), oke $11,000, in first show- 
ing at pop scale. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65)— 
“Fort Apache” (RKO). Nice $12.- 
000. Last week, “All My Sons” (U) 
and “King of Gamblers” (Rep), 
slow $10,000. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Wallflower” (WB) and “Valley of 


is holding 
in second stanza at 


Giants” (WB) (reissue). Oke $5,000. | 


Last week, “Miracle of Bells” 
(RKO) (m.o.), $3,000. 
Loew's (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 


“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) and 
“Woman From Tangier” (Col). 
Nice $9,000 after slick $17,000 


opener. 
Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“Old 
Los Angeles” (Rep) and “Timber 


Trail” (Rep). Okay $6,000. Last 
week, “Bring ’Em_ Back Alive” 
(RKO) Weissue) and “Docks of 


New Orleans” (Mono), solid $7,000. 


‘BRING EM BACK’ DOES 
THAT IN CINCY, $15,500 


Cincinnati, June 29. 

Downtown biz continues perky in 
the face of an early heat wave and 
outdoor opposish from parks, pools, 
summer racing meet at River 
Downs and baseball. Of the three 
hefty new bills, “Mr. Blandings” 
and “On Our Merry Way,” are in 
a photo run for front money, with 
“Best Years of Our Lives” not too 
far behind. Another newcomer, 
“Hatter’s Castle,” got off briskly on 
a Saturday opening under the 
Grand’s revamped schedule. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75)—“Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO). Sweet $15,000. 
Last week, “Give Regards Broad- 
way” (20th), $15,500. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)-- 
“Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$7,500 in wake of solid $13,000 


shoveoff. 
(RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 





Grand 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par). Oke $9,000 
or near. Last week, “Bring ’ 
Back Alive” (RKO) (reissue). 
Helped six days by WLW “Morning 
Matinee” program starring Ruth 
Lyons on stage, Frank Buck p.a. 
opening day, tiein with Enquirer 
and Zoo to supply a gorilla, and 
sock overall campaign. Sock $15,- 
500 in 10 days. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘‘Best Years” (RKO). Big $11,000. 
and best grosser here in weeks. 
Last week, “All My Sons” (U) (2d 
wk), $6,500. 

Lyric ‘(RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Fuller Brush Man”: (Col), Held on 
moveover for four days into sixth 
downtown sesh, and “Sea Spoilers” 
(Indie) and “Magnificent Brute” 
(Indie) (reissues) in last half. Aver- 
age $5,500. Last week, ‘Fuller’ 
(Col), hot $6,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“On Merry Way” (UA), plus Louis- 
Walcott fight pix. Great notices for 
the Goddard-Meredith pic and fight 
reels. helping to wham 000. 
Last week, “Furnace Creek” (20th) 
lively $12,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
“Give Regards Broadway” (20th) 
(m.o.). Par $5,000. Last week, “Areh 
of Triumph” (UA) (m.o.), $4,500. 


PHILADELPHIA 
(Continued from page 15) 
thin $6,500. Last week, “Mating of 

Millie” (Col), $8,500. 





Keith's (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) | 


“State of Union” (M-G). Very 


light $4,500. Last week, “Big City” 


(M-G), $7,000. 

Pix (Cummins) (500; 50-94)— 
“Philadelphia Story” (M-G) (re- 
issue). Modest $5,000. Last week, 
“Kings of Olympies” (UA) and 
“Night in Cospbiones: (0) (re- 
issue), fairish $5,500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (2d wk). 
Not living up to promise of whirl- 
wind start, with $26,000 in view. 
Last week, socko $32,500. 

Stanten (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) (2d wk). Profit- 
able $9,700 after smash $16,500 


opener. 





_ SAN FRANCISCO 


(Continued from page 13) 
better. Last week, “Time of Life” 
j (UA) (4th wk), fine $8,000. | 
| Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 
| 85) —"“Henry via ~ (8) and 
“Katharine Great” (SC) (3rd wk) 
Oke $2,600. Last week, 


| Clay (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
'“The Idiot” (Indie). Okay $1,800 
, in 3 days. House shuttered be- 
| cause of fire on roof. Last week, 
| “Tristan and -Isolde” (Indie) (2d 
wk), nice $2,200. 

| Larkin (Reesner) (400; 65-85)— 
| ‘Jenny Lamour” (Indie) (3d wk). 


| (reissues). 
| $3,300 


| Oke $2,000. Last week, fine $2,400. 
| United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 
| 60-85)—“‘The Lost One” (Indie). 
| Nice $5,000 or close. Last week, 
|*Regards to Broadway” (20th), 
| $2,500. 

| Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55- 
| 85)\—“Corener Creek” ‘Col)}. Neat 


| $7,500. Last week, “Flight Lieu- 
| 


tenant” and “Coast Guard” (Col) 
| (reissues), $7,000. 
State (Par) (2,133: 60-85)—“'T, 


| Jane Doe” ‘Rep? and “The Gal- 
i lant Legion" (Rep). Mild $7,000 


or close. Last week, “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) (5th wk) (m.o.), 
$5,000. 





| 


SUN SLOUGHS SEATTLE: 
REGARDS’ DIM $8,000 


Seaitle, June 29. 

Hot weather Sunday (27) put the 
| skids under biz generally this week. 
| Biggest disappointments are “Give 
| Regards to Broadway” and “Raw 
Deal,” both doing surprisingly | 
| slow trade. | 
|. Estimates for This Week | 


| Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)—- | 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Fight-} 
|ing Mad” (Mono) (m.o.). Nice $3.- 
| 000 for third downtown week. Last 
| week, “Other Part Forest” ‘U) and 
|*Lead Soldiers” (0th) (m.o.), $2,- 
800 


| 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
|—“Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
|and “Counterfeiters” (20th). Very 
mild $8,000. Last week, ‘“Remem- 
ber Mama” .(RKO) and “Rusty” 
(Col) (3d wk), nice enough $7,800. 

| Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (5th wk). 
| Nice $6,500. Last week, strong $3.- 
| 100. 

| Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— | 
\“Remember Mama" (RKO) and 
,“Rusty” (Col) (m.o.). Good $3,500 
for fourth downtown week. Last 
_week, “Miracle of Bells” (RKO) and | 
|“Western Heritage” (RKO) (m.o.), 
| $3,300. 

Musie Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Homecoming” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Slow $4,000 aiter trim $6,800 last 
week. 

' Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“4 Faces West” (UA) and “Cobra'! 
' Strikes” (EL). Fair $7,000. Last) 
week, “River Lady” ‘U) and “Ca 
‘tain Boycott” (U), mild $9,000 in) 
| 10 days. 
| Palemar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) 
—“Big City” (M-G) and “Old Los 
Angeles” (Rep) (2d wk). Thin $5,- 
500. Last week, fancy $9,000. 
| Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
'“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Man from 
| Texas’ (EL). Very dim $6,000. Last 
| week, “Apache” (RKO) and “Fight- 
/ing Mad” (Mono) (2d wk), solid 
' $8,400. 
| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—‘Pirate’ (M-G) and “Exposed” 
(Rep) (2d wk). Nice $5,500. Last 
| week, sock $8,400. 


Port. Up as Floods End; 
‘Duel’ Torrid $11,500 


Portiand, Ore., June 29. 

Flood damages are being re- 
paired and traffic is slowly getting 
back to normal here. Downtown 
houses are showing a slight pickup 
this week. d. 
Broadway” and “Duel in Sun,” the) 
new entries. are coining money. 
“Homecoming,” “Fuller Brush 
Man” and “I Remember Mama” are 
doing best on holdover. 

Estimates for This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—Duel in Sun” (SRO) and “Case 
of Baby Sitter” (SG). Torrid $1l-| 
500 at pop seale. Last week, “Sil- | 
ver River” (WB) and “King of the. 
Olympics” (UA) (2d wk), excellent | 
ee caie Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— | 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) and | 
“Return-of the Whistler” (Col) (2d | 
wk) (m.o.). Big $4,000. Last week, | 

400. : 
+e vlontal (H-E) (2,000; 50-85 )— | 
“Give Regards to Broadway” (20th) | 
and “Woman in White” (WB), day- | 
date with Orpheum. Good $4,500. | 
Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 

















——ef 


| (EL), 


| this 


, York” 


“Give My Regards to | 


(Col) and “Love from Stranger” 
sock $6,766. 


Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 


Oriental. Sock $9,000. Last week, 


|“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Best 


Man Wins” (Col), okay $6,400. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) 


Last week, terrific 
$14,400. 

Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col) (m.o.). Fair $1,800. 
Last week,« “Hazard” (Par) and 
“Waterfront- at Midnight’ (Par) 
(m.o.), $1,400. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—‘Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Torrid $10,000. Last week, $14,200. 

Guild (Parker) (427; 50-85)—"Sil- 
ver River” (WB) and “King 
Olympics” (UA) (m.o.). Fair $1,000 
or less. Last week, “Arch of Tri- 
umph” (UI) (2d wk) (m.o.), $1,600. 


Balto Not Boffo Albeit 
‘Years’ Strong $12,500 


Baltimore, June 29. 

The bottom seems to have fallen 
out of most downtown spots here 
stanza. The combo Hippo- 
drome is laying it on heavily with 
“So Well Remembered,” 
Walcott fight films and vaude, and 
drawing fairly well. Better 
average activity also is reported 
for preem of “So This itis New 
at the Mayfair. “Best 
Years” is big at the Town on pop- 
scale run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—‘‘On Merry Way” (UA). Bare 
$9,000. Last week, “Another Part 
Forest” (U), $9,600. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport). (2,240; 
25-70'\—‘So Well Remembered” 
(EL) plus Louis-Walcott fight films 
and vaude. Combo attracting nice 
activity at $13,500. Last week, 
“Tarzan Mermaids” (RKO) and 
vaude, $14,200. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60/\—‘“‘Dear Girl” (Par). Opened 
today (Tues.) after week of ‘“Hat- 
ter’s Castle” (Par) failed to attract 





at $5,500. In ahead, “River Lady” 
(U) was steady $7,300. * 
Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-55)— 


“So This Is New York” (UA). Sold 
as world preem and pointing to 


better than average $5,000. Last 
week, “Rebecca” (UA) (reissue), 
$3.400. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
“Give Regards to Breadway” (20th) 
(2d wk). Holding up at $8,000 
after good $12,700 opener. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Big Punch” (WB). Not much at 
$7,000. Last week, “B. F’s Daugh- 
ter’ (M-G), mild $9,100. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) 
—‘‘Best Years” (RKO). Back at 
pop prices, sock $12,500. Last 
week. “Fighting Father Dunne” 
(RKO), $9,000. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 15) 
and “Flight Lieutenant” (Col) (re- 
issues), $10,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95'—“Fort Apache” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Oke $5,000 after same in 





‘fourth stanza. 


Fox (Fox - Michigan) (5,100; 70- 
95')\—"Homecoming” (M-G). Fair 
$19,000 after big $40,000 opener. 

Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— 
“Up in Central Park” (U) and 
“Fighting Mad” (Mono). Trim 
$20,000. Last week, “Pirate” (M-G) 
and “Rocky” (Mono) (2d wk), good 


Palms (U-D) (2,716: 70-95)— 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue) and 
“Assigned to Danger” (EL) (2d 
wk). Good $14,000 after sock $21,- 
000 first week. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)—“‘Another Part Forest” (U) 
and “Secret Service Investigator” 
(Rep). Fair $12,000. Last week, 
“Arch of Triumph” (UA) (2d wk), 


, $14,000. 


fine $17,000. 











[ Rocky Mt. Allied 


\ 
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and the more money a man gets 
over and above his basic cost of 


living the more money he has for 
| amusement. a 
“Second,” bulletin continues, 


“the more time he has off from his 
job the more hours he has to seek 
entertainment.” 

After striking at Hollywood pro- 
ducers for giving out with violent 
“anti-union” propaganda while 
blaming the high cost of produc- 
tion on organized labor, Allied con- 
cludes: , pe 

“This bulletin is not recommend- 
ing that members go out and be- 
come labor organizers. But it does 
believe that a friendly attitude 
toward the ‘working man is the 
soundest investment that you can 
make.” 


and | 
“Love from Stranger” (EL) (2d wk). | 
'Fine $9,500. 


of | 


Louis- | 


than | 





- In Last Seven Months; Other 
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U Motion Deferred 


| Motion for summary judgment 
sought by Universal stockholders 
|'Stephen Truncale and William 
| Freiday against the company and 
certain of its directors was ad- 
| journéd last week by Judge John 
|W. Claney in N. Y. federal court. 
Plaintiffs object to claimed stock 
| transactions participated in by 
company directors. 

One action brought by the stock- 
| holders deals with alleged buying 
j;and selling of Universal stock by 
| five company directors in violation 
|of Securities & Exchange Commis- 
|sion regulations. Another involves 
‘option deals whereby U is charged 
| with signing waivers for some 19 
| directors. Latter arrangement, it’s | 
| claimed, is a waste of corporate 
| assets. 


Studio Closings || 


| 





























| He Continued from page 3 


whether a new agreement can be 
made without a walkout. 
Shutdown Strategy 

| Complete shutdown of studios 
rather than a crippled production 
pace is the likely strategy, film top- | 
pers indicate. Total cessation of | 
film-making is considered more 
‘economical, and the emphasis, 
|right now, is on a method which 
| can save coin. This is particularly 
'so since grosses are substantially 
off in U. S. theatres. 

The backlog is now at a terrific 
high of 171 films completed and 
unreleased by the eight majors 
alone. There are enough pix to 
keep the octet going for a full year. 
In October, 1946, when the juris- 
dictional squabble between the 
|Conference of Studio Unions and 
{the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees threatened 
_a halt to production, these eight 
; companies had 129 pix in the cans. 
| Half year later, the total was down 
/to 110, and that was still consid- 
ered too high. 

Shutdown at Universal has been 
ordered because the company will 
have 19 American pix ready with- 
in a few weeks and at least a half- 
dozen imports from J. Arthur 
Rank. With two Yank pix a month 
planned for release for the rest of 
the year, U is armed with erfough 
celluloid to carry it through Feb- 
ruary. 

U’s studio will be able to give 
employees a mass vacation while 





endeavoring to rehabilitate its 
plant and machinery. All old 
problems and scripts will be 


cleared up during the hiatus with 
the Valley lot getting off to a fresh 
start Oct. 1. “Thunder on the 
Hill,” Joan Fontaine starrer, slated 
as the last summer starter, has 
been called off because of her ap- 
proaching motherhood. 

RKO this week moved towards 
complete shutdown by cancelling 
three films, including “Battle- 
ground,” Lasky-MacEwen produc- 
tion slated to be the year’s biggest. 
Others killed off are “Bed of 
Roses" and “Setup.” “Roses” was 
due to start July 12 and the set 
was already built. 

41 Now Rolling 

Production has been tapering 
for some time. Some 41 features’ 
are now rolling through the stu- 
dios against 47 a year ago and 58 
two years back. 

Warner Bros. alone is apparently 
heralding a rise in the production 
pace. Faster playoff of pix may 
be one reason for WB's whooping 
it up, but it is felt that the Bur- 
bank studio can’t push along in- 
definitely at its present speed 
without building a top-heavy back- 
log. Warners now has 17 com- 
pleted, eight before the cameras, 
and nine to 10 films planned to be 
in work simultaneously. 

During the past 11 weeks, ac- 
cording to Jack L. Warner, exec 
producer, employment at Burbank 
has risen 42% to reach a total of 
4.188 in all brackets. Warner 
promised that in July the studio 
would be busier than ever and that 
employment, which has doubled 
on his lot since the beginning of 
the year, would continue its up 
ward curve. 





New 750-Seater in Texas 
Houston. 
Long circuit is constructing a 
new 750-seater at Taft. Texas, to 
replace the old Texas. 








‘20 New Drive-Ins for Pittsburgh Area 


|“Give Regards Broadway” (20th) | 
|and “Woman in White” (WB), also 


Projects 


Pitts - 

Local syndicate headed by 
Rubin, who owns and operates Art 
Cinema, downtown home of for- 
eign pix, starting new drive-in 
near Baden, Pa., about 20 miles 
from downtown Pittsburgh. Deal 
went through recently and con- 
struction is under way, with an 
opening scheduled before middle 
of the month. 

That makes abotst the 20th new. 
drive-in to spring up this year ia 
the immediate metropolitan dis- 
trict. As little as three summers 
ago, there was only one in exist- 
ence here, Norbert Stern’s at South 
Park, which is still in operation. 

Joseph Farrell and ward J. 
Muleahy will open the new Fair- 
view Drive-in at St. Mary's, Pa., 
within the next month. 


3 New Texas Heuses 
Houston. 
Oskar Korn, owner of O. K. Cir- 
cuit, announced he will start con- 
struction soon on two nabe houses 





here. One will be located in 
Galena Park section, a 1,000 
seater. Other will have seating 


capacity of 750 and will be on 
Lyons avenue. Gives circuit eight 
nabe houses here. 

Skelton Brothers opened a new 
400-car Tem-Bel drive-in near 
Temple. 





2 New Arizena Houses 

° « . Phoenix. 

Malcolm White opened T-Bar-T 
theatre in Seottsdale, Ariz., being 
that community’s first house. He 
also is building a theatre is .South 
— with opening likely this 
all. 

Harry Nace is building an 800- 
seater in nearby Glendale. It will 
be managed by Lawrence Eaglin, 
manager of Glendale Community 
Theatres, Inc. 


B’way Victoria Theatre 
In Extensive Facelift 
For Long-Run Policy 


Victoria theatre on Broadway 
will shutter about July 15 for an 
extensive facelift. It 





house’s present 700-person ca- 
pacity. Theatre also will get a 
— renovation job inside and 
out. e. 

This is indicative that CI’s plans 
to tear down the whole Broadway 
block between 


Hf 


physical operation 
handied by CI on a percentage 





Sues to Hold Paramount — 


Name in Toledo Area 


Toledo, June 29. 
Carl H. Schwyn Theatres, Inc., 


name for any Toledo-area theatre, 
naming Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
New York; Balaban & Katz and 
other individuals and firms as de- 
fendants. 

Schwyn interests in August, 
1946, leased the present Para- 
mount, Toledo, for 10 years, start- 
ing July 1, 1948. Suit stated that 
on Feb. 24, 1948, the defendants 
gave the Schwyn interests exclu- 
sive right to use the Paramount 
name. However, on June 30, offi- 
cials of Paramount and Balaban 
& Katz notified the plaintiff they 
intended to use the Paramount 
name on a new theatre to be 
built in Toledo by them, or until 
its completion, on the Princess 
theatre, Toledo, also operated by 
B. & K., Schwyn contended. An- 
nouncing his intention of taking 
over the present Paramount on 
July 1 under terms of his lease, 
Schwyn requested the court to de- 
clare his right to the theatre name 
exclusive in this area, and prohibit 
the defendants from using it in 
any manner. 
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Clips from Film Row 


+++ 


NEW YORK 


Four changes in Metro field 
Sales force were made last week 
at four different exchanges. Wil- 
liam D. Gaddoni, Chicago salesman 
since 1946, named Omaha branch 
manager, succeeding Gerald E. 
McGlynn, who becomes Des Moines 
branch manager. McGlynn re- 
places D. C. Kennedy, who recently 
resigned to handle his own theatre 
interests. Vincent Flynn, acting 
manager at Omaha during recent 
illness of McGlynn, appointed Mil- 
waukee branch manager. Harry 
Buxbaum, former 
Washington, was upped to assistant 


branch manager in-San Francisco. | 


Joseph Minsky, Eagle Lion dis- 
trict manager, has resigned to en- 
ter outside industry. Minsky has 
been in charge of the Philadebphia- 
Pittsburgh - Washington exchanges 


and his district was recently en- | 


larged to inciude Cleveiand and 
Cincinnati. He joined EL in 1946. 

Donald L. Velde, an exec in Na- 
tional Screen Service's accessory 
dept., resigned last week. He had 
been with NSS for over eight 


years, going to the firm from Para- | 


mount when the latter’s accessory 


Duties will be absorbed by Burton 
E. Robbins, assistant to prexy Her- 
man Robbins. Velde’s resignation 
is second withdrawal at NSS within 
a week, Henry H. Kohn, national 
supervisor of NSS branch opera- 
tions, leaving after 22 years with 
company. 

Universal is continuing to aug- 
ment its homeoffice publicity staff. 
Following the addition of several 
flacks within the past few weeks, 
U has now tapped Lowell Benedict 
for publicity chores. Benedict, 
who last served in the industry as 
Metro magazine contact, will tem- 
porarily replace Jeff Livingston. 
Latter has* been assigned special 
duties as contact for J. Arthur 
Rank’s “Hamlet.” 


BUFFALO 


The Vogue (former’ Telenews), 
reverted to news-film policy which 


was discontinued two years ago in | 


favor of subsequent-run double 
features. House resumes its for- 
mer Telenews name. 

Basil’s Lafayette will close for 
two weeks starting July 7 for re- 
modeling and renovation, being 
first time the theatre has been dark 
since its re-opening in 1930. Im- 
provements will cost about $75,000. 


VANCOUVER 


British Columbia theatres raised 
$10,000 to aid those suffering 
from recent floods, with Sunday 
night shows. 

Hope for repeal of Sunday clos- 
ing of theatres was shattered when 
the attorney - general reassured 
ministerial delegation that the 
houses would remain shuttered on 
Sundays. 

Despite slump in theatre and 
nitery grosses, business for incom- 
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ing musical, “Carousel,” looks ca- 
pacity both here and in Seattle. 

| Odeon Theatres discontinuing 
| policy of day-and-date ‘showings in 
|downtown Plaza and = suburban 
Park. Plaza will stay on firstrun 


} 


policy of subsequent-runs and two 
changes a week at lower scale. 

| Sons of Pioneers into York, Vic- 
| toria, July 2-3, after date in Port- 
| land’s Stadium. 


New angle in effort to spark de- | 


| clinging business adopted by local 
| drive-in via dancing every night. 


CHICAGO 


| Irving Werthamer, Milwaukee 
| Paramount office manager, trans- 
| ferred to Chicago as administrative 
| assistant to James Donahue, cen- 
tral division manager. 

Jack Hess, former head of pub- 
licity for RKO, takes over flack 
duties for Surf and Esquire thea- 
| tres for Elmer Balaban. 

LaSaile theatre reonening set for 
1 after $60,000 remodeling 


| 


Aug. 
\" United Artists district meeting 
week was headed by J. J. Unger, 


|manager, and Ralph Cramblet, | 
|midwest district head. 
| J. Harold Stevens, Paramount 


| district manager, resting in Evans- 
| ton, Ill., hospital after an opera- 
| tion. 


| PHOENIX 

Local Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce set up tables and display 
posters in major downtown thea- 
tres to get signatures on petitions 
calling for a change in Arizona 
workmen’s compensation law. Move 
followed in wake of report by 
Chamber of Commerce that Ari- 
zona stands to lose $5,000,000 this 
year because Hollywood filmers are 
giving this state the go-by, be- 
ing dissatisfied with state compen- 
sation law which boosts insurance 
costs. 

Star theatre, Nogales, will have 
an official opening July 4, with 
Buddy Rich band highlighting 
stage show. 
| Bonded Television Co. wound up 
i chores on first film ever made in 
Arizona for video release. Tagged 
“Road to Gold,” picture is serial 
and incorporates sequences deal- 
ing with Lost Dutchman Gold Mine 
in local Superstition mountains. 

Dwight Harkins, manager of Col- 
lege theatre, Tempe, will double in 
brass when he takes over as man- 
ager of station KTYL, Mesa. Fills 
in for William Malone, resigned. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Phonograph platters are sup- 
planting plates in new film give- 
away gimmick making its appear- 
ance here. Idea of substituting 
disks for dishes stems from Berk- 
shire Enterprises. Records are 
about six months to a year old. 
Film houses give out records for 
11 successive weeks. Each holder 
of 11 records is eligible to win a 
radio-phonograph set. _ 

Plans for widening Vine street, 
film colony’s Main Stem here, re- 
ceived a setback when the bidder 
who received contract for tearing 
down the stone Reading railroad 
bridge decided to forget about the 
the thing. City hasto get new bids be- 
fore the project can get under way 
again. Delay means a lease on life 
for several exchanges en South 
side of Vine including the Colum- 
bia Capitol and Hollywood com- 
panies. 





MEMPHIS 


Malco Circuit has taken a long- 
term lease on four theatres oper- 
ated by W. F. Sonneman, at Fay- 
etteville, Ark., effective July 3. 
Sonneman, who has operated in 
Fayetteville for 23 years, will with- 
draw from the town entirely but 
continue to run houses in nearby 

ingdale. 

heer Wray, former RKO sales- 
man here, opened a new Exhibitors 
Services on Film Row to book films 
and serve theatres in this area. Al- 
ready has 18 houses in Mississippi 
and Tennessee under contract. Re- 
placed at RKO by Tommy Bald- 
ridge. 





LOUISVILLE 


Nominating committee has been 
formed here by the Kentucky Assn. 
of Theatre Owners to appoint the 
required number of nominees for 
directors. Committee members con- 
sist of prexy Guthrie F. Crowe, 
board chairman Freeman Smith, 
' Fred Dolle, Cliff Buechel and E. L. 
Ornstein. Ballots are scheduled to 
| be gpg ee the membership 
|in the near future. / 
|" Meanwhile, Crowe, who’s been 
/named by Gov. Earle C. Clements 





as Commissioner of the new Ken- 
tucky State Police, was authorized 
by the board to employ whomever 
he might desire out of his own sal- 
ary to conduct organization duties. 
Board’s move was prompted by 
the belief that Crowe’s new duties 
would prove rather heavy, thus re- 
quiring services of an assistant for 
at least two or three months. 


INDIANAPOLIS 





policy while Park will revert to old: 


activities were absorbed by NSS. fscoms ay Maurey Orr, westera-sales | 


Bill Ainsworth, president of Na- 
tional Allied, will be headliner for 
Associated Theatres Owners of In- 
|diana summer convention at 
| French Lick July 26-28. 
| Bill Meloy, son of Paul Meloy, 
operator of Strand and Alhambra 
| at Shelbyville, is recovering from 
injuries in auto accident, expects 
| to be out of hospital in 10 days. 
| V. J. Mack, formerly with Am- 
bassador and Avalon, now manag- 
ing Rodeo. 

Indianapolis’s newest theatre, 
Carl Niesse’s Vogue, celebrated its 
tenth anni. 


ST. LOUIS 


An airplane landing field has 
been built near Air Park, 500-car 
drive-in near Highland, Ill, re- 
cently opened. Joe Schrempp, the 
owner, invites plane owners to 
visit his spot. 

B. Temborius, owner of Avon, 
Nreese, [ll., completed $12,000 face 
lifting job on house. 

Gerland (Peck) Keith resigned as 
manager of Empire, Chrisman, I1., 
because of ill health. Turner-Far- 
rar theatre interests, Harrisburg, 
Ill., owners of 17 theatres in south- 
ern Illinois, will, add to the string 
by erection of a new house in Al- 
bion, Ill. 

Grand, a 600-seater in Sullivan, 
Ii., relighted after a 100% face 
lifting job. 


LOS ANGELES 


FE. R. Cummings Theatre Corp. 
took over operation of Norwalk 
theatre on long term lease from 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Menard. Latter 
are retiring after operating thea- 
tres in Los Angeles area for 41 
years. Cummings group is also 
building drive-in near Downey, 
Calif. 

Harry Vinnicof sold the Melvan 
theatre, 824-seater, te Al Olander, 
Jack Chazum and Sam Sunnis. 


ALBANY 


George J. Schaefer Associates, 
Inc. changed corporate name to 
Selected Films, Inc., according to 
papers filed with the Secretary 
of State here. 

The Scotia in suburb of Sche- 
nectady bought by Charles L. 
Christey, who takes possession 
July 6. Jimmy LaFarr operated 
the house for three years and the 
Schine circuit had it for some time. 


NEW ORLEANS 


Sack Amuse. Enterprises of Dal- 
las will open a full-staffed New 
Orleans branch here July 19, fol- 
lowing arrangements campleted by 
Alfred N. Sack, general manager. 
Alton Dureau, formerly with 20th- 
Fox, wil be branch manager, and 
Gene Youngblood, former manager 
of Joy Theatre here, will be sales- 
man. 


CHARLOTTE 


North Carolina secretary of state 
issued the following certificates of 
incorporation: 

Davie Theatre Co., Mocksville. 
To operate open air pictures and 
general film business. Subscribed 
stock $3,000 by Thomas W. Tut- 
terer, Jr., and Norman S. Chaffin 
of Mocksville and Marion A. Welch 
of Greensboro. 


WASHINGTON 


District Theatres Corporation of 
Washington purchased the 1,400- 
seat Royal theatre in Baltimore, 
corporation now. Operating nine 
theatres in Washington, and 31 
others in the south, all exclusively 
for Negro audiences. 

Sam Ward retaimed as manager. 


BUTTE 


Fox-Intermountain managerial 
realignments spot Bob Anderson as 
city manager, with Rialto head- 
quarters. “He is from Poeatello, 
Idaho. 

Bruce Wendorff moved from 
Billings Lyric to Montana theatre 
here. Robert Nolan, former assist- 
ant at Missoula Wilma to Park the- 
atre here. 


SALT LAKE CITY 


To combat falloff in attendance, 
/ Intermountain Theatre, Inc., (Par- 
amount) has gone back to the sale 
of scrip books. Books are being 
plugged at 10°% discount, being on 
sale during summer months only. 























other theatre operator put on the 
nixed list. 
Discuss Plans 

The plans for withholding prod- 
uct from Rank and for the new 
MPEA organization were discussed 
by company heads at the meeting 
of the MPEA exec board in New 
York last week and are a prin- 
cipal item on the agenda for the 
all-day session scheduled at Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America 
headquarters in New York tomor- 
row (Thursday). 

Both schemes have many aspects 
that m¥<e them very difficult to 
put into operation, and there's 
far from unanimity in favor of 
them. MPEA directorate, how- 
ever, is frankly at a loss for other 
action—except a repetition of the 
recently-ended complete embargo, 
which is unacceptable to many 
companies—for meeting the moves 
of Rank and the British govern- 
ment. 

Grad Sears, United Artists prexy, 
is the standard-bearer of those who 
favor strong action against the 
British—a complete embargo, if 
necessary. Barney Balaban, Para- 
mount topper, is not far behind 
Sears in enthusiasm for taking no 
halfway measures. Leader of the 


conservative block is 20th-Fox 
topper Spyros Skouras. 
Explaining Skouras’ attitude 


favoring continued sales to Rank, 
one MPEA board member de- 
clared: ‘Skouras has been brought 
up as an exhibitor and is basically 
and intrinsically more interested 
in the exhibition side of the indus- 
try than any other. Since his com- 
pany owns a large portion of the 
Gaumont-British circuit, it is natu- 
ral for the 20th-Fox president to 
attempt to protect these exhibition 
interests.” 

Sears, of course, has least to lose 
and most to gain by strong action, 
since UA has been denied all play- 
ing time by Rank. Par is in a some- 
what more favorable position be- 
cause it has some playing time and 
has the power of the Par circuit in 
this country as a lever to use on 
Rank’s pix here. 

Split among the companies, how- 
ever, is highly significant and 
largely responsible for the lack of 
action that has been taken to date 
to meet the British onslaught 
against U. S. films. Continued 
differences of opinion could well 
lead to complete inability to act or 
action by just a few companies, 
which would be largely ineffective. 

The embargo on Rank alone is 
seen as a compromise measure and 
is believed to have much more 
chance of passing than the move 
for another Export Assn. A num- 
ber of the MPEA directors think 
the withholding of product from 
Odeon and Gaumont could be ac- 
complished without the drastic 
move of setting up centralized sell* 
ing. 

A problem that immediately 





Yanks’ Embargo Plan 


Continued from page 3 





arises concerning a 100% embargo 
on Rank is the’ fact that Universal 
has a contract to provide him with 
product, so it is doubtful if it 
could go along. Similar situation 
prevailed during the general Brit- 
ish embargo and Rank was report- 
e threatening U with legal ac- 
tion. However, with the backlog 
of American product available dur- 
ing that period, Rank’s situation 
wasn’t so critical as it would be 
under the new circumstances. 


The new Export Assn. would 
have many more complications. 
First would be U’s disinclination 
to, join. Secondly, Warner Bros. 
arid Metro, which normally sell to 
ABC rather than Rank, are against 
the idea. Thirdly, 20th-Fox, which 
has reportedly been able to get a 
slightly better deal from Rank 
than other American companies 
because of its part ownership of 
G-B, is opposed. Some of the mi- 
nor companies also have distribu- 
tion pacts with British companies 
that would prevent their adhe- 
rence. 


Most MPEA directors think the 
problems are too manifold to work 
out. There is also a feeling that 
the MPAA execs who proposed the 
idea originally haven't broken, it 
down into sufficient detail, so can- 
not answer enough questions on 
how they'll operate the new or- 
ganization if it is set up. 


MPEA board was to have met 
Monday (28) on the proposals to 
counter the British action. Not 


enough members were available in 
New York, however, and the ses- 
sion was put over until tomorrow. 






Czech Deal 


—umumm Continued from page li 









to Warsaw next week and is still 
hopeful of going to Belgrade to 
arrange for opening Yugoslavia to 
U. S. pix. Yugoslavia and Russia 
are the only two nations playing 
no Yank films. 


Columbia and Universal, at the 
MPEA board meet last week, an- 
nounced they would join the new 
MPEA service organization to op- 
erate in the Netherlands after 
Sept. 1. Each company will sell 
individually after that date, with 
the MPEA merely providing physi- 
cal facilities. 


Seven companies have signified 
their intent of using MPEA'’s serv- 
ices. That leaves only two of the 
nine member companies out. They 
are United Artists and Monogram- 
Allied Artists. 


A subcommittee under chair- 
manship of John J. Glynn, v.p. of 
Warner Bros. International, was 


‘named to formulate an operational 


plan for the new Dutch setup. 
These plans will be considered at 
: — meeting in New York 
uly 8. 
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Arabian Oil Buys ABC News Show, 


- But Agency Wants To Gander Plugs 





The Arabian-American Oil Co.,+ 


apparently concerned over the bad 
press it has been getting in con- 
nection with developments in the 
Arab-Israel war, is turning radio 
network spender. Outfit has 
bought a 15-minute weekly news 
show, with Earl Godwin, Washing- 
ton correspondent, on ABC. Stanza 
will tee off next Sunday (4) at 
6:30 p.m. 

Oddly enough, the program will 
take over the first 15 minutes of 
the half-hour being vacated for the 
summer by the Goodyear-sponsored 
“Greatest Story Ever Told,” which 
dramatizes Biblical stories set in 
the Jerusalem of 2,000 years ago. 

Order for the Arabian-American 
deal was piaced via the Kudner 
agency, which also handles “Great- 
est Story.’ But the agency, up to 
yesterday (Tues.), claims not yet 
to have been advised by the spon- 
sor as to the nature of the com- 
mercials, if any, to be aired on the 
program, Agency execs huddled 
with oil company reps Monday (28) 
and expected to confer with them 
again today (Wed.). 

Inasmuch as Arabian-American, 
however, has no products on sale 
to the general public, it’s expected 
the pitch Will be to spread propa- 
ganda on the Arabs’ side of the 
Near East troubles. Company is 
American-owned and _ operated 
firm closely allied with a number 
of Arab states in development of 
oil resources. 

Godwin’s A-A stint can’t occupy 
the 6:30 Sunday spot longer than 
10 weeks, as “Greatest Story” is 
slated to return Sept. 12. The oil 
company ordered full-network 
coverage for the newscast. 


Mutual Fails to Unearth 
Maxwell ‘Treasure Chest’ 
Amid Lots of Hush-Hush 


There’s a great deal of hush- 
hush around Mutual offices about 
what happened to a new Robert 
Maxwell kid show which was to 
have preemed the first of last week 
in the 5 p.m. cross-the-board slot 
preceding “Superman,” another 
Maxwell show. 

New show, titled “Capt. Tim’s 
Treasure Chest” and highly bally- 
hooed by the web’s flackery as a 
giveaway extravaganza for mop- 
pets, was ditched at the 11th hour 
and a hastily whipped up juve 
disk »jockey stanza,- with Bruce 
Elliott spinning platters and anec- 
dotes, was run in as replacement. 
It suceeded a pretty well regarded 
kid strip, “Adventure Parade.” 

What snafued “Treasure Chest,” 
if reports are correct, wouldn’t 
seem cause for the mum stand 
taken by MBSers when aske 
about it. It appears the show 
utilized a gimmick which webbers 
felt too greatly resembled one useé 
on another show. Maxwell insisted 
on retaining it, a dispute arose, 
and Mutual just called the deal off. 


PHILIP MORRIS BUYS 
TORME AS DINAH SUB 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Comedy show with music, simi- 
lar to the Dennis Day setup, has 
been bought by Philip Morris as 
summer replacement for “Call For 
Music.” Packaged by John Brown 
and Dean Elliott, program is head- 
ed by Mel Torme, Janet Waldo 
and Sidney Miller. 

Deal negotiated by Frank Stem- 
ple is for 13 weeks with a con- 
tinuing option into fall. 


WOR’s ‘Luncheon at Sardi’ 
To Get Mutual Web Ride 


WOR’s (N. Y.) “Luncheon at 
Sardi’s,” noonday cross-the-border 
from Vince Sardi’s 44th street 
showbiz hangout, is going into Mu- 
tual’s 3 p.m. slot Mondays through 
Fridays, replacing the first half of 
Saag Block’s exiting disk jockey 











r. 

Web teeoff of the luncheon gab 
session, which Bill Slater emcees, 
isn't slated, however, until around 
Aug. 1. WOR edition, aired 1-1:30 
p.m., will be recorded and local 
participating commercials sliced 


~ @ut for the net version. 


Mutual's tapping of the WOR 


» show is motivated by a prominent 


bankroller’s interest. 





Calling All Doctors 
Washington, June 29. 
Those hurry-up calls from 
the stork to the doctor may 
soon be made by radio. FCC 
last week okayed a construc- 
tion permit for a Class 1 ex- 
perimental radio station to 
Telanserphone of N. Y. to test 
the feasibility of.a radio pag- 
ing service for medicos. 
System would involve. a one- 
way transmission to contact 
doctors carrying small port- 
able receivers. Each doctor 
would be assigned a code 
number, which would be re- 
peated at intervals by a fixed 
transmitter until he responded 
by telephone. Telanserphone 
now uses regular telephone 
service for its locating. 
Experimentation will be con- 
ducted in the 72-76 mg. por- 
tion of the spectrum, provid- 
ing it doesn’t interfere with 
television channels 4 and 5. 








WNBC's 30%, Hike 


In Face of Tele 


WNBC, N. Y., the flagship sta- 
tion of the NBC network, is 30% 
ahead of last year for the first six- 
month period in billings. In ad- 
dition, the station’s biz at the half- 
year mark for ’48 is at an all-time 
high. 

While this is significant in itself, 
what makes it doubly so is that it 
comes in a year when the net- 
work’s counterpart in _ television 
(WNBT, the TV _ flagship) has 
started to hit the commercial big- 
time, with probably the largest 
single station billings. 

It’s revealing to radio in general, 
for it’s the first absolute longrange 
evidence that TV billings (in this 
instance WNBT) are not being 
siphoned off the sister AM station’s 
business, but represents supple- 
mentary income for the web. 


COKE’S TEXAS SHOW 
San Antonio, June 29. 
The San Antonio Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. has been signed by 
KCOR for two 15-minute programs 
each week. 
The programs will be in Spanish. 








Delivers the News 


BOB PETRE 


KLZ does an exacting job of 
gathering and editing the news for 
the Denver area, then turns it over 
to veteran newscasters like Bob 
Petre to deliver it to listeners over 


gta KLZ, DENVER. 


Mass Trailers - 


On CBS Agenda 


Something new in “mass trailer- 
izing’ of new network shows to 
whip up pre-airtime enthusiasm 
within the trade is taking place at 
CBS hdqs. in N. Y. tomorrow 


(Thursday). Web program chief 
Hubbell Robinson has slotted the 
3 to 5 afternoon period for a trade 
press preview of audition disks of a 
flock of upcoming CBS shows. 


The net is particularly excited 
about three of them, Cy Howard’s 
“The Little Immigrant,’ the new 
Mickey Rooney ‘Hollywood Show- 
case”’ program (which replaces the 
current Rooney vehicle, “Shorty 
Bell” starting next week) and the 
situation comedy series, “Our Miss 
Brooks.” 


Network wants the trade world 
to know in advance that it’s got 
something worth crowing about 
and wants to invite suggestions for 
hypoing the stanzas in advance, if 
the trade press boys come up with 
their own ideas. - 











AFRA Wage Hike at WPIK 
Washington, June 29. 
The Potomac Broadcasting Co., 
operating WPIK in Alexandria, 
has signed a staff contract with 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists, calling for wage boosts and 





extra fees for commercial shows. 








Summer Network Premieres 


(June 30-July 10) 





Wed., June 30 

“Tex and Jinx,” with Tex Mc- 
Crary and Jinx Falkenburg (‘‘Duf- 
fy’s Tavern’ replacement); Bristol- 
Myers (Young & Rubicam); NBC, 
from N. Y.; Wed., 9-9:30 p.m., EDT. 

“Appointment with Music,” with 
Owen’ Bradley’ orch, vocalists 
(Jimmy Durante’ replacement); 
sustaining; NBC, from Nashville; 
Wed., 10:30-11 p.m., EDT, , 


Thur., July 1 


“Armed Services Review,” with 
Burgess Meredith, Roy Shield orch, 
Smoothies sextet (“Aldrich Family” 
replacement); sustaining, for Army 
and Air Forces recruiting; NBC, 
from N.Y.; Thur., 8-8:30 p.m., EDT. 

“Dr. Standish, Medical Exam- 
iner,” with Gary Merrill, Audrey 
Christie (‘F.B.I. in Peace and 
War” replacement); - sustaining; 
CBS, from N.Y.; Thur., 8-8:30 p.m., 
EDT. 

Fri., July 2 


“Sports Newsreel,” with John 
Garfield, Frank Sinatra, William 
Powell, Errol Flynn = successive 
guests (Bill. Stern replacement); 
Colgate - Palmolive - Peet (Sher- 
man & Marquette); NBC, from 
Hollywood; Fri., 10:30-11  p.m., 
EDT. 

“Col. Stoopnagle’s Academy,” 
comedy quiz (“Information Please” 
replacement); sustaining; Mutual, 
Fri., 9:30-9:55 p.m., EDT. 

“Summer Spotlight Revue,” with 
Dick Jurgens oreh, guest artists 
(Spike Jones replacement); Coca- 


Cola Co. (D’Arcy); CBS, from 
N. Y., Fri., 10:30-11 p.m., EDT. 
Sat., July 3 


Buddy Weed trio, Gene Hamil- 
ton, Jimmy Blaine; White Rose 


food productus (Tarcher agency); | EDT 








ABC, from N.Y.; Sat., 10:45-11 a.m., 
EDT. 

Dizzy Dean, with Frank Eschen, 
guests; Johnson’s wax (Needham, 
Louis & Brorby); NBC, from St. 
Louis; Sat., 5-5:15 p.m., EDT. 

“Radio City Playhouse” (Kay 
Kyser replacement); sustaining; 
NBC, from N.Y.; Sat., 10-10:30 p.m., 
EDT. 

“Let’s Dance, America,” with 
Fred Robbins, name band pickups 
(“Saturday Night Serenade” re- 
placement); sustaining; CBS, from 
N.Y.; Sat., 10-11 p.m., EDT (first 
broadcast 10-10:30). : 

Sun., July 4 

“Life Begins at 80,” with Jack 
Barry, contestants (“Juvenile Jury” 
replacement); sustaining; MBS, 
from New York; Sun., 3:30-4 p.m., 
EDT. 

Jane Pickens, with Jack Kilty, 
Norman Clothier orch; sustaining; 
NBC, from New York; Sun, 5:30-6 
p.m., EDT. 

Earl Godwin: Arabian-American 
oil (Kudner); ABC, from New York; 
Sun., 6:30-6:45 p.m., EDT. 

“Let’s Talk Hollywood,” with 
George Murphy, Eddie Bracken, 
Edith Gwynn, Erskine Johnson 
(Jack Benny replacement); Lucky 
Strike (BBD&O); NBC, from Holly- 
wood; Sun., 7-7:30 p.m., EDT, 

Mon., July 5 

“Cabin B-13,” with Arnold Moss 
(“Talent Scouts” replacement): sus- 
taining; CBS, from N.Y.; Mon., 
8:30-9 p.m., EDT. 

Wed., July 7 

“National Minstrels,” ‘with An- 
nisteen Alien, Bull Moose Jackson, 
Paul Breckenridge, Lucky Millin- 
der orch and all-Negro cast (Den- 
nis Day replacement); sustaining; 
NBC, from N.Y.; Wed., 8-8:30 p.m., 


BBC Operation Faces Full-Dress 
Parliamentary Inquiry 


This Fall 


London, June 29. 





"SO PROUDLY WE HAIL" 


Web Heads To Huddle With Miller 
As New Code Becomes Effective 








Significant huddle of top brass 
of the feur major networks with 
NAB prexy Justin Miller regarding 
the provisions of the new NAB 
code is slated tomorrow (Thurs.). 
The code becomes effective at mid- 
night tonight (Wed.), subject to 
contracts in effect as of May 19, 
1948, but in no case later than 
May 19, 1949. 

Code’s curbs on giveaway shows 
are expected to get careful scru- 
tiny, among other things. Also, it’s 
expected that some attention will 
be given to possibilities of rewrit- 
ing existing contracts to conform 
to code provisions. —- : 

Uniform and continuing ,1m- 
provement in American radio was 
advanced by adoption of the new 
Standards of Practice for U. S. 
broadcasters, Miller said last week. 

Although 85% of all stations on 
the air are NAB members, three 
copies of the Standards will be 
sent to all broadcasters, and non- 
members will be asked to cooper- 
ate. Later additional copies will be 
available at a handling-charge 
rate. 

Judge Miller denied a charge 
that members have resigned in pro- 
test against the code. “As a mat- 
ter of fact, our applications for 
membership have increased mark- 
edly since the Los Angeles con- 
vention,” he said. “In some cases, 
new applicants have stated that 
they were joining the association 
because the Standards had been 
adopted,” he stated. 


Minn. Star Asks 
Ceiling on Stations 


Minneapolis, June 29. 

Slapping FCC for “going on 
spawning radio stations” while at 
the same time pressuring the in- 
dustry to raise its program stand- 
ards, the Minneapolis Star edi- 
torially calls upon the commission 
to limit stations in a community to 
a number that can reasonably be 
expected to keep their financial 
heads above water. Only then, the 
editorial asserts, will the FCC be 


FCC’s Clamp 


Washington, June 29. 

The FCC yesterday (28) 
abolished special temporary 
authorizations for standard 
stations. Commission said the 
large number of daytime or 
limited stations operating at 
nighttime on s.t.a.’s was inter- 
fering with the night service 
of fulltime stations. Exception 
is made for actual emergency. 

FM should decrease the need 
for operating on §.t.a.’s, com- 
mission pointed out. 














in a position to maintain higher, 
though maybe less remunerative, 
standards. 

Editorial was prompted by the 
new radio ethics code going into 
effect July 11. It calls the code 
“a gesture toward the self-regula- 
tion and improvement the industry 
needs, but which in its present 
form will mean little to the aver- 
age listener.” 

It’s pointed out in the editorial 
that part of the industry isn’t in 
the earning class and that, under 
such circumstances, it’s impossible 
to improve standards. Editorial 
cites statement of Justin Miller, 
NAB president, that many of the 
newer station operators, now find- 
ing the going tough, were persuad- 
ed to go into business by “exag- 
crated estimates of broadcasters’ 
profits issued from government 
sources.” 


Wilson Exits “Top This’ 
Due to ‘Name’ Conflict 


Ward Wilson, announcer, found 
himself last week in the unhappy 
position of having two shows on 
the air at the same time, with 
the rescheduling of NBC’s “Can 
ied at Naa 9:30 Saturday 

» When “What's M rs 
also is on. Samra 

Wilson «hose the latter show, 








aired by ABC. 





A full dress Parliamentary ip- 
quiry into the operation and or- 
ganization of the BBC is sched- 
uled for the fall. 

Wing Commander Geoffrey 
Cooper, M.P., is also demanding 
a public inquiry into the BBC.and 
Herbert Morrison, Lord President 
of the Council, is now considering 
the matter. 





Cooper, who was responsible for 
|last year’s probe into graft allega- 
itions in the BBC, and whose at- 
| tacks finally resulted in the fe- 
| cent anti-plugging agreement be- 
i'tween the corporation and music 
publishers, is asking Morrison to 
bring BBC administration “into 
line with best ideals and most 
honest principles of Socialism.” He 
wants an organization of which 
the nation can be proud. 

Ordinary radio listeners will 
probably be asked to give evidence 
at the Parliamentary inquiry into 
radio administration and future 
broadcasting policy. 

On the report of the investigat- 
ing committée will depend the 
conditions under which the next 
BBC charter is granted, when the 
present interim arrangement fin- 
ishes at the end of 1951. 

The corporation’s two pre-war 
charters each covered 10 years, 
but because of unsettled post-war 
conditions, only a five-year char- . 
ter was granted two years ago. 

The next charter is likely to be 
for another 10 years and will di- 
rect the broad outline of the man- 
ner in which Parliament considers 
British broadcasting should be 
run. Members of Parliament will 
pay special attention to future - 
television policy. ‘ 

To obtain its evidence, the in- 
vestigating commitiee will ques- 
tion BBC governors and depart- 
mental chiefs, and call witnesses 
from all sections of broadcasting 
and also from a typical cross-sec- 
tion of listeners. 

The committee will also have to . 
consider whether the BBC should 
be given an increased grant to 
enable it to present the best pos- 
sible services, and whether finance 
for such a rise should be obtained 
from either government subsidies 
or increased radio licenses. 





Summer Workshop | 
Season Preems; KMOX, 
| Adelphi College Lineups 


St. Louis, June 29. 

School marms and college stu- 
dents numbering 88 have enrolled 
in the fourth annual KMOX Teach- 
ers’ Radio Workshop, a two-week 
session here to provide elementary 
and advanced training in modern 
broadcasting. The number of reg- 
istrants is larger than any of the 
three previous workshops. 

The project, sponsored by 
KMOX, was planned in co-op with 
the University of Missouri, Lin- 
coln University and the St. Louis 
Public Schools. Midwest experts 


(Continued on page 36) 


STANDARD OIL OF IND. 
SETS FALL GRID SKED 


Chicago, June 29. 

Football skeds of six colleges , 
and the pro games of the Chicago 
Bears .will be aired this fall with 
Standard Oil of Indiana as bank- 
roller. Station and team lineups 
follow: 

University of Colorado, KOA, 
Denver; U. of Iowa, WHO, Des 
Moines; U. of Minnesota, WCCO, 
Minneapolis; U. of Michigan, WJR, 
Detroit; U. of Nebraska, KFAB, 
Omaha, and KOLT, Scottsbluff; U. 
of Wichita, Wichita; and the Chi- 
cago Bears, WIND, Chi. 

Gas-and-oil firm also wil! .spon- 
sor “game-of-the-week” series V4. 
KMOX, St. Louis. 


Amsterdam-Tgnorant’ 
A Sat. Nite CBS Parlay 


The Morey Amsterdain show 
and “It Pays to Be Ignorant sere 
being spotted back-to-back, in tha 
order, by CBS from 9 to 10 Pr. 
Saturday nights, starting July 
Idea is to give the evening's scne™ 
ule a solid hour of comedy, a5 ys 
trasted with the preceding hour 
quiz giveaway, “Sing It Again. 

Both comedy stanzas are co-op. 
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HOOPER’S GOT HIS MITTS 


2-Way Top 15 Parlay 


“Musics 


ABC's “Stop the Music” hit the Hooper jackpot this week. The 
show is in both second and fifth places in the new Top 15, for the 


June 15-21 period. 
rating history and certainly one 
one show has picked off two spot 


Another ABC property, Walter 


rating heap, giving the network 
sweeps. 


It is perhaps the most spectacular climb in 


of the few times, if not the first, 
s on the Hooper honor roll. 

Winchell, is back on top of the 
its first 1-2 ride in the Hooper 


The runnerup position was copped by “Stop the Music’s” final 
quarter-hour, which Old Gold signed only last week to sponsor 


until Smith Bros. picks up the t 


bankrolls the opening 15 minutes of the show. 
45 p.m. segment grabbed the No. 


ab on Sept. 5. Ciggie outfit also 
Speidel Co.’s 8:30- 


2 spot in the Hoopers. 


The ratings: Winchell, 16.4; Stop the Music (OG), 13.5; Stop the 


Music (Speidel), 12.5. 


Sale of the giveaway stanza by quarter-hour slices, resulting in 
the 15-minute periods being rated as separate shows, makes it 


conceivable that the show may, if 
ultimately occupy four of the T 


it continues its spectacular climb, 
op 15 brackets. 








ABC Thrown for Heavy Sponsor 


Loss, But New 


ABC did a fast wrapup with+¢ 


Pillsbury Biz Helps 





Pillsbury Flour to fill the billings 
gaps opened up by Kellogg’s bow- 
out of a couple of weeks ago on 
the Galen Drake show and 15 min- 
utes of “Breakfast in Hollywood.” 

Milling outfit, which also bank- 
rolis “Grand Central Station” on 
CBS, was inked yesterday (Tues.) 
to take over the two cross-the- 





board ABC segments, starting 
Sept. 1. 
ABC, which for months has 


boasted of greater billings gains 
(percentagewise) than any other 
web, has been thrown for a net- 
loss of two and a quarter hours of 
commercial time lately, despite 
speedy wrapup of full sponsorship 
for the hour-long “Stop the Music.” 
There’s no indication the web 
won't catch up, comes fall sponsor 
pacting time, but the flurry of 
recent show axings has cut an ap- 
preciable dent in the current bil!- 
ings figure. 

At the same time, there’s no evi- 
dence that the cancellations are at- 
tributable, in general, to anything 
more than a season’s-end stock- 
taking by sponsors, who'll be in the 
market for new vehicles by fall, or 
a tightening of ad budgets in sev- 
eral fields, notably foodstuffs, 
where the free-spending era is 
playing out. While other webs have 
been affected by the same trends, 
including long solidly sold NBC, 
ABC seems to have caught the 
brunt of the slashings. ; 

Latest to snip the pursestrings 
on an ABC airer is American Oil, 
which will let “Professor Quiz” 
out as of July 17. The Saturday 
night stanza will fade with the loss 


(Continued on page 34) 


Y&R Miffed On 
Howard Deal 


Young & Rubicam has protested 
to CBS the network’s intention to 
use writer-director Cy Howard on 
the new CBS series, “The Little 
Immigrant.” This is the show 
created by Howard which, on the 
basis of a first audition, has al- 
ready excited client interest and 
has provoked virtual handsprings 
from top level execs, including 
board chairman William S. Paley. 

Y&R takes the position that 
Howard's time and talents will be 
dispersed thereby to the possible 
. detriment of “My Friend Irma,” 
the CBS package show sponsored 
by Lever Bros. and handled by 
Y&R. 

Protest put CBS in an awkward 
position since Howard had been 
signed exclusively to CBS but not 
exclusively to “Irma.” At the same 
time, because of the excellent 
popularity rating record of “Irma” 
in its first season, the agency was 
hardly free to pull the conven- 
tional agency “or else.” 

Howard is meantime journeying 
to Italy for a month’s rest and re- 
searching of background material 





for “Little Immigrant” with CBS 


picking up the tab. 


‘Singin’ Sam’s’ 3006 Estate 


Richmond, Ind., June 29. 
| Harry A. Frankel, the “Singin’ 
|Sam” of radio, who died June 12, 
|left an estate estimated at $300,- 


: Most of the estate was left to 
;his widow, Helene, known on the 


i stage as “Smiles”. 


Wide Open Bids 
For Thackrey 


Coast Stations 


Washington, June 29. 

| Warner Bros. is headed for com- 
|petition in its effort to purchase 
the Dorothy Thackrey radio prop- 
erties in Los Angeles and Frisco. 

Two or three big outfits intend 
to enter competing bids as _ pro- 
vided under the AVCO rule of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, it is reported here. This 
would mean that FCC could de- 
termine which of the bidders it 
considered best suited to operate 
the properties and therefore the 
one to get the stations. 

The Warner deal calls for the 
purchase of KLAC, Los Angeles; 
KYA, in Frisco, and the KLAC 
‘television construction permit for 
|Los Angeles. Price is $1,045,000— 
|well within the means of several 
| Sroups which have been hankering 
|to crash the lush L. A. and_Frisco 
radio tele markets. 

Warners already owns station 
KFWB in Los Angeles. Hence 
competing bidders plan to charge 
that Warners is merely seeking to 
buy a video frequency—something 
forbidden by FCC law. Warners 
would obviously have to get rid of 
KLAC, or its own KFWB on which 
it has spent a fortune in the past 
couple of years. 








the radio commission last week, 
and competitors have 60 days to 
enter their bids. The picture com- 
pany is expected to file its formal 
japplication for transfer of the 
| Thackrey property in a very few 
days. 

Under the deal, Warners would 
advance $500,000 to Mrs. Thackrey 
via the New York Trust Co., which 
would be used toward the pur- 
chase of KYA. Deal also calls for 
immediate payment of 10% of the 
$1.045.000 plus another 5% by 
|Dec. 1, providing the commission 
|has not acted on the sale by then. 
| Deal is void by May 1, 1949, pro- 
viding sale is not approved nor an 
extension agreed upon by that 
date. 








Blue Bonnet’s Coast Spots 

Blue Bonnet Margerine has ex- 
tended its major announcement 
campaign to markets along the 
west coast. They’re being bought 
at the rate of 10 a week, with July 
12 and 19 the starting dates. 

Ted Bates is the agency. 








FOUR WEBS NIK 
HIS), REPORT 


It looks as though C. E. Hooper, 
ever wary of challenges and po- 





Warners filed its contract with | 


tential challenges to his preemi- 
jnence in the rating field, has de- 
jcided to launch offensives, simul- 
|taneously, on several fronts—all at 
once doing battle not only with his 
old arch rival, A. C. Nielsen, but 
also with the Broadcast Measure- 
ment Bureau and CBS’ instantane- 
ous radar measurement system. 
This month Hooper made a bid 
to match the impressive statistical 
outpourings of the Nielsen Index 
by issuing his long-heralded U. S. 
Hooperatings report, 81 pages long. 
It seemed to some trade observers 
that Hooper was taking a page 
from Nielsen’s sales book. Hooper 
subscribers got a free “limited 
edition” listing only the 106 pro- 
grams of advertisers who are 
| Hooper subscribers. But the Com- 
|plete Report, covering 268 shows 
|; was made a thing apart, for sale 
to agencies and advertisers for 
ja sum equal to their monthly fee 
ito Hooper and to networks at a 
price at least 10 times that amount. 
As of the first of this -week, 








Fraternity 

One ‘of those rarities of a 

research man buying another’s 
service has cropped up. with 
C. E. Hooper subscribing to 
Al Sindlinger’s new electronic 
“Recordox” audience sam- 
pling device. 
* It’s strictly on a month-to- 
month basis, with Hooper 
planning to study the Sind- 
linger rating method and an- 
alyze it in his Connecticut 
labs and compare it with a 
longrange view to determine, 
how and if it could be inte- 
grated into future measure- 
ment patterns. 

Sindlinger is springing his 
“Recordox” on Philadelphia 
audiences before launching it 
nationally. 








nearly 30 agencies and advertisers 
had sent in their checks, ranging 
from $200 to $1,000 each. But the 
networks didn’t bite, and it didn’t 
look as though they would. Hooper 
wanted $15,000 each from NBC and 
CBS, $10,000 each from ABC and 
Mutual. NBC claimed to be “mull- 
ing” the offer and no final decision 
made. CBS, reportedly planning 
to drop Hooper service entirely, 
definitely wasn’t interested. ABC 
and Mutual couldn't see it, either. 
Cites Flock of Takers 

But Hooper claimed not to be. 
daunted. He pointed out that the 
list of takers for the Complete Re- 
port, which he described as con- 
taining “more network radio audi- 
ence ‘know-how’ than has been ac- 
quired previously by any single 
advertiser, agency or network in 
the 23-year history of network 
radio,” already includes: 

Biow and Buchanan agencies, 


(Continued on page 34) 


CAMPANA BACK IN FALL 
ON SAME SHOW & TIME 


Campana, sponsor of “First 
| Nighter’’ on CBS, has had a change 
of heart and is coming back in the 
fall with the same show, same 
time, Thursday night at 10:30. 

Originally inked in for 26 weeks 
this season, Campana rode along 
for a full 39, then cancelled out. 
Last week, however, it served no- 
tice it was coming back after a 13- 
week summer hiatus. 


WCOP Drops Staff Orch 


Boston, June 29. 

Staff orchestra of WCOP (ABC) 
under direction of Mario Mantini, 
has been dropped as of June 26. 
Negotiations between station and 
local 9, AFM, have not resulted in 
any promise to reinstate orch on 
any definite date. 

This action leaves only two chain 
outlets, WBZ (NBC?) and WEEI 
(CBS) employing local orchestras, 
WNAC (MBS) having dropped 
staff orch last fall. 














Gulf Wants ‘Out’ on Duplication — 
Of ‘People’ as AM Rating Tumbles 





Pabst to Biow? 


It’s reported that Pabst, which 
sponsors the Eddie Cantor show on 
NBC, is mulling a switch in agen- | 
cies from Warwick & Legler, to 
Biow. Latter agency, it’s. known, 
has been after the account for | 
some time. 

Nobody will comment on it, but 
it’s claimed that there have been 
lots of huddles recently concern- 
ing the possible switchover, repre- 
senting in excess of $1,000,000 in 
radio billings alone. 


Lum n Abner 
Fizz for Alky 
After 7 Years 


Hollywood, June 29. 

The Jot ’em Down storekeepers, 
Lum and Abner, will clear their 
shelves of Alka Seltzer Sept. 24 
after seven years of being star 
salesmen for the fizz tablets. The 
parting is friendly and occasioned 
by a combination of circumstances. 
Chief reason is that Chet Lauck 
and Norris Goff are tiring of the 
daily grind and will do what they've 
been threatening for years—one 
half hour show a week. 

Rural comics have also been a 
little unhappy with the network 
setup, having been denied a Hol- 
lywood outlet for the past few 
months because CBS couldn‘t clear 
time. Other situations have also 
rankled them. Teamed for 17 years 
without changing characters, they 
are yielding to an impulse that 
has plagued them since Amos '‘n’ 
Andy embraced the half-hour for- 
mat with such amazing success. 
Record of the new show will be 
cut within a few weeks, with a long 
line of agencies requesting the 
platter. 

L & A have been on every net- 
work but Mutual, and previous 
clients have included Ford, Hor- 
lick’s and Postum. 








Alka Mulls Daytime Expansion 

Alka-Seltzer is planning an ex- 
tension of its daytime radio activi- 
ties and has been talking a deal 
with CBS for the. takeover of the 
3:15-3:30 afternoon cross-the-board 
slot. A-S also sponsors “Queen for 
a Day” on Mutual. 

Show being considered for the 
CBS five-times-weekly segment is 
“Hilltop House,” currently a sus- 
tainer on the web and formerly 
sponsored by Colgate. 


‘FORD THEATRE’ DUE 
FOR FALL FACELIFT 


“Ford Theatre” not only gets a 
new network time lease next sea- 
son, when it moves from NBC Sun- 
day. afternoon to CBS Friday 
night, but the 60-minute dramatic 
show is also due for a format face- 
lift. 

When the show returns to the 
air in the fall in its new time, it 
will go in for name stars, with a 
hike in the budget to $15,000 a 
week. Ford intends to slug hard 
to get the show into the bigtime 
bracket, easing up on the artiness 
and evolving a format which wiil 
combine the best features of “Lux 
Radio Theatre” and “Theatre Guild 
of the Air.” 

Whether George Zachary re- 
turns as producer of the show is 
still undecided, according to re- 
ports. 


Skippy Switches to Y&R 


Skippy Peanut Butter, which 
bankrolls a transcribed “Skippy 
Theatre” show on various stations 
across the country, has shifted its 
account from the Garfield & Guild 
ad agency, San Francisco, to 
Young & Rubicam. 

Outlets carrying the half-hour 
“Skippy” stanza include WNBC, 


>. 











Pittsburgh, June 29. 
As far as Gulf Oil is concerned, 


\television is a sight to give sore 


eyes. Since the company has been 


| sponsoring simultaneous telecast of 
| Ms 


“We, the 
rating has 


series, 
radio 


broadcast 


Peoples’ the 


‘tumbled from a Hooper of 9.2 to 


5.1. So Gulf has notified the 
Young & Rubicam agency that it 
wants out, but pronto, 

Oil company execs believe the 
chief factor in the rating drop is 
not the loss of radio listeners to 
video viewing—they could take 
that, since they’d still be register- 
ing their commercials with the 
same size audience, though at a 
greatly increased cost. The prin- 
cipal reason for the listener fall- 
off, it figured, is that the neces- 
sarily slower pace of television has 
forced the radio version to assume 
the same snail-crawl. By-ear dial- 
ers find the result a dull show, it 
felt, and are tuning to other pro- 
grams. Particularly for a vaude- 
ville-freak type of presentation, 
lethargic pacing is fatal, the oil- 
men think. * 

It isn’t known how soon “We, the 
People” will revert to straight 
broadcast, but presumably it will 
be soon. After that, Gulf is mull- 
ing the idea of finding a different 
series for tele. Like most radio 
bankrollers, the oil firm plans 
eventually to switch almost entirely 
to video. - 


Silver Threads 
Its Way to NBC 


International Silver plans to call 
it quits with CBS and is negotiating 
a deal to move its “Ozzie and Har- 
riet’”” comedy show over to NBC in 
the Saturday night at 8 slot. 
That's the period being vacated by 
Procter & Gamble’s “Life of Riley,” 
which winds up in the fall on the 
NBC Friday night comedy roster. 

International Silver, unhappy 
with its 9:30 Friday night segment 
on CBS this season, is anxious for 
an earlier time slot to build up its 
kid audience. CBS could only 
come up with an offer for Sunday 
night 9:30, but the client refused 
to settle for that, finding the NBC 
Saturday time more to its liking. 

Originally, NBC had _ planned 
moving “Grand Ol’ Opry” up from 
10:30 Saturday night to 8, but 
R. J. Reynolds (Prince Albert), 
ae of “Opry,” decided to stay 
put. Gna 








GE PLANS TIME SWITCH 
TO STRENGTHEN SPOT ~ 


General Electric, which sponsors 
Fred Waring Monday nights at 
10:30 on NBC, is negotiating a deal 
with the web for the switchover of 
the program to Thursday night at 
10:30 in the spot being vacated by 
Eddie Cantor. Later moves to’ Fri- 
day in the fall. 

GE feels that, although the time 
segment remains the same, never- 
theless being bracketed with the 
Thursday “Sereen Guild Players’’- 
Kraft Music Hall-Sealtest-“Aldrich 
Family” lineup adds up to a better 
break. 

Deal will probably be closed this 
week. 


AYER YIELDS TO MISSOURI 


Switch of $5,000,000 U.S. Army Biz 
to Gardner Raises Eyebrows 


Ayer agency lost the U. S. Army 
account, amounting to nearly 
$5,000,000, last week. What lifted 
industry eyebrows (particularly in 
quarters which knew of a recent 
report to the Army that Ayer was 
doing well by the account) was 
that the government plum went to 
a Missouri agency, Gardner Adver- 
tising, of St. Louis. 

Account won’t actually change 
hands until Oct. 1. Gardner 
already has the National Guard’s 
biz. About one-third of the Army 
billing goes into radio. 
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Plans 


Washington, June 29. 


Fight for the inauguration of di- 
antennas and | 


rectional television 
DuMont Labs’ plan to provide 
more TV channels on the present 
frequency band are expected to 


today (Tues.). 
Illustrating the need for direc- 


channel 12 from Fredericksburg, 
Va. WMAR-TV, Baltimore. oper- 
ating on channel 12, is afraid a 
station operating on the same 
channel in D. C. would create in- 
terference. As a result, WMAR- 
TV is opposing the switch, pending 
the establishment of directional 
beaming. 

Also sparking today’s session 
was a bid’from A. Frank Katzen- 
tine, owner of WHAT (Miami 
Beach) Miami Broadcasting Corp. 
and the Fort Industry for channels 
11 and 13 to be added to the five 
channels already granted Miami 


Beach. Latter two are now allo-| 


cated to Palm Beach and Lake 
Worth. Since ‘granting.them to 
Miami Beach would give that city 
the top number of seven, it’s be- 
lieved unlikely the bid will be ap- 
proved. 

Radio Diablo’s (Cal.) attempt to 
get a television channel for San 
Jose, Cal., and FCC opposition to 
the move sparked the opening ses- 
sions. With some 126 petitions 
and applications dealing with chan- 

(Continued on page 34) 


WPIX Deal on Giants 
Games Seen Pattérn For 


Indies Dommating Sports 


Takeover last week by WPIX 

(N. Y. Daily News) of all nine re- 
maining night baseball games of 
the N. Y: Giants from WNBT 
(NBC, N. Y.) is believed to mark 
the first step in the establishment 
of regular tele sports coverage in 
metropolitan areas along the lines 
initiated by radio. In the future, 
it’s pointed out, the bulk of sports 
telecasting will probably be done 
by the indie stations, since a net- 
work outlet has too many web 
commitments to handle. 
‘ Rights to the Giants’ games are 
controlied by Liggett & Myers 
Tobacco (Chesterfields) through 
the Newell-Emmett agency, which 
pacted with NBC early this year 
for WNBT to televise all games. 
With weekly network shows to 
handle, however, night games usu- 
ally found WNBT feeding studio 
shows to its affiliate stations with 
one crew and airing the Giants’ 
contests lecally with a separate re- 
mote erew. Expense was all the 
heavier because of the rebates 
NBC was forced to hand to clients 
when night ball games took prec- 
edence on WNBT. 

As a result, the deal with WPIX 
was reportedly received amicably 
by all. concerned. Indie station gets 
a chance to expand its sports cov- 
erage, WNBT will be able to carry 
the regular NBC network shows 
and Chesterfields is still assured of 
a good audience for all Giant 
games. With this contract to set a 
precedent, it’s expected that WPIX 
and other indie stations taking the 
air in N. Y. will grab off the major- 
ity of sports events in the future. 

First of the nine will be 
telecast by WPIX next Tuesday (6). 
Station will use its own remote 
equipment but will set up its 
cameras in the NBC positions at 
the Giants’ home polo grounds. 
Steve Ellis, who’s been handling all 
the play-by-play over WNBT, will 
also handle the WPIX pickups. 
Jack Murphy is slated to direct the 
station’s remote crew. 


RCA’s UF Experimental 
Grant Gets FCC Okay 


Washington, June 29. 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission has approved a grant for 
the installation of an experimental 
ultra-high frequency television 
transmitter in Washington by RCA. 
The new station will be installed at 
NBC’s commercial television sta- 

tion at the Wardman Park Hotel. 
The experimental transmitter 
will operate simultaneously with 








tests will be made. 





the tele broadcast service. sacar} 


for Directional Antennas, 
More Channels Spark TV Hearings 


’’ 
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French Video Lagging 


Paris, June 15. 


| French video, not out of the lab 


highlight the hearings on realloca- | Stage yet and far from common | 
tion and reduction of tele channels, | use, is now practically halted due | 

which teed off before the FCC here | to lack of appropriations to build | | 
This, it was/| § 
would | 
tional antennas is the bid of WTOP | have then cost $30,000,000 and is | 


(CBS, Washington) for switching | now not only more expensive but | / 
completely out of reach for the| § 


‘up a real tele net. 
| estimated before the war, 


| French government. 
ithe idea of creating for five years 
|a corporation to which the govern- 


}ment would have contributed its | 


current’ facilities (which are 
| meagre), and the equipment manu- 
facturers the whole amount of 
|money required, for which they 
| would have received half the prof- 
|its. Fully realizing that at the end 
| of the five years, after they would 
| have sunk a lot of money in the 
| project, the government would 
ithen nationalize the industry as it 
|did radio, and that they would be 
|left holding the bag, the equip- 
/ment industry turned the project 
down. 


Lipton Tea Tele 
Union Snarl Brews 


Decision of Lever Bros. (Lipton 
Tea) to put the “Arthur Godfrey 
Talent Scouts” program on a dupli- 
cating basis (video as well as AM) 
when he returns to CBS in the fall 


presents the network with an in- 
ter-union situation which it hopes 
it will be able to solve in the mean- 
time. Web figures that the account 
will want to continue airing from 
its present studio, Playhouse No. 3, 
the largest seater (1,300) in the 
CBS string, and the problem in- 
volves getting the  stagehands’ 
union (ILATSE), which is in control 
here to work with cameramen 
from the electrical workers’ union 
(IBEW). 

CBS has an exclusive contract 
on all electronic camera work with 
the IBEW and the IA has been 
contesting the right to such jobs 
with the IBEW throughout the 
country, and has so far shown a 
disposition to let its own cardhold- 
ers mix on the job with IBEW 
men. In other CBS TV studios the 
IBEW maintains dominance. 


P&G EXECS GETTING 
TV INDOCTRINATION 


Procter & Gamble is putting its 
top radio executives through an 
exhaustive televiewing course. Wil- 
liam Ramsey has been in from 
Cincinnati since last Thursday (24) 
looking via tele set at every live 
show, including baseball, on the 
New York stations. 

Gil Ralston, of the same depart- 
ment, was in New York the week 
before going through the same cur- 
riculum. 

P & G last week bought the 
“Fashions on Parade” show on 
WABD through Benton & Bowles 








Officials running it conceived | [ 
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HARRY SALTER 
MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 

it Pays to Be Ignorant—CBS 








Par Jabs at CBS 
In Closing Rounds 
Of SF. TV Fight 


Washington, June 29. 

Paramount squared off versus 
CBS veepee Adrian Murphy here 
today (Tues.) as the fight among 
five applicants for the two re- 
maining San Francisco television 
channels turned into the stretch 
before FCC examiner Jack Paul 
Blume. With more CBS, witnesses 
yet to testify and Ed Pauley’s 
Tele-California and 20th-Fox yet 
'to take the stand, Blume warned 
the participants that he was pre- 
pared to hold all-day and all- 
night sessions in order to wind 
up before Friday (2) for the In- 
dependence Day weekend. 

Par counsel Karl Smith car- 
ried the cross-examination against 
Murphy, attempting to ascertain 
for the record why CBS must have 
an owned-and-operated station in 


| Frisco, rather than settling for a 


(Continued on page 34) 


Wash. Star Goes All-Out 
On Cuffo Tele Listings 


Washington, June 29. 

Last of the Washington dailies to 
carry free television program list- 
ings is the Washington Evening 
Star, owner and operator of 
WMAL-TV. 

The ultra-conservative Star has 
gone overboard and now gives 
about eight times more space to 
tele listings than the other three 
papers. Listed by hour on each 
station, tele’s type is larger than 
radio's, and tele highlights follow 
radio highlights on the comic 
where the listings are located. 
viously only tele listings they ac- 
cepted were paid ads. 


Caroline Burke Back to Coast 
Caroline Burke, who supervised 
NBC’s telecasts of the Kaiser 
Friedrich paintings from the Met- 
ropolitan Museum of Art, N. Y., 
returns to the Coast today (Wed.). 
Miss Burke arrived in Gotham 
some seven weeks ago to make a 
survey of local television among 











other things. 





Stratevision as a Stunt 


Zanesville, O., June 29. 


First public demonstration of Stratovision—retransmission of a 
television broadcast by a plane in the stratosphere—worked well as 
a stunt here last Wednesday (23) night, but for practical purposes 
it doesn’t seem a likely risk at this time because of the physical 


‘reception radius. 


uncertainties involved in sending up planes to achieve greater 


Invented by Westinghouse engineer C. E. Noble and developed 


phia. 





ing edge for the time 





by the electric firm and the Glenn L. Martin Co., Stratovision 
would compete with other methods of networking tele shows 
through the use of a series of planes circling in fixed areas, spread 
more or less equi-distant over the nation. Wednesday night there 
was one retransmitter involved, a converted B-29 Superfortress 
circling Pittsburgh, 113 airline miles from Zanesville. 
emanated from WMAR-TV (Baltimore), was picked up by the plane 
and beamed on to Zanesville, 291 airline miles from Balto. Program 
was a pickup from the Republican national convention in Philadel- 


Show 


_ Demonstration was faulty chiefly because of what Westinghouse 
engineers described as interference from other stations in the 
eastern area from which the broadcast was picked up. There was a 
constant flicker that made viewing difficult for any length of time. 
maemegrene eo 4 eg “ona “* ye the altitude the clearer and 
pickup. Fora c urposes, thoug 
specific physical certainty of the cornea cries 
through-the-air srrenay oan would seem to have the network- 


underground coaxial cable or 
Kahn. 


jity into the show. 
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LOUIS-WALCOTT FIGHT . 

With Bob Stanton, Ray Ferrest 

95 Mins., Fri. (25), 9:45 p.m. 

GILLETTE RAZOR 

NBC-TV, from New York 
(Maxon } 

In terms of audience this one 
was at least equal to television’s 
greatest night. From the technical 
and presentation angles, NBC ac- 
quitted itself in blue-ribbon fash- 
ion. Even the commercials, while 
blazing no new path, were easy to 
take. But as for the main course 
of the telecast’s menu, the return 
encounter between Joe Louis and 
Jersey Joe Walcott, it will prob- 
ably go down in the viewer's mem- 
orybook as a midsummer night’s 
waltz. The knockout explosion in 
the 11th round probably came as 
more of a relief to the screenites 
than to the champ himself. 

Bob Stanton, who mastered the 
mike during the 10 rounds of cake- 
walk, must have earned himself a 
nice impression with the viewers 
more because of his omissions than 
what he did say. When he did put 
in a few words they-were decided- 
ly appropriate and timely. For him 
to have attempted to wax humor- 
ous would have been a case of gild- 
ing the lily, and gratuitously so. 
There could have bten scarcely 
any wedge of further appraisal for 
the reporter on the video sideline 
in that image of two gladiators en- 
gaged in an almost uninterrupted 
game of ring-around-the-rosy and 
the loudspeaker report of boos 
and other sounds of crowd deri- 
sion. The sustained inaction also 
left Ray Forrest with little of im- 
portance to expatiate on between 
rounds. a 

Aside from the knockout mo- 
ment what probably gave the set- 
owner quite a kick was the bedlam 
that broke loose in the ring after 
the vanquished Walcott was re- 
turned to his corner.ABC’s blow- 
caller, Don Dunphy, got into the 
sound chamber of the TV set at 
this point with his interviews of 
the still-champ and the ex-chal- 
lenger. The camera’s pickup of 
these last few moments were per- 
haps the real highpoint of the en- 
tire 95 minutes’ telecast. It was a 
scene that would likely put Holly- 
wood to quite a strain in the mat- 
ter of matching. 

The blurb interpolations were 
strictly combination of film and 
soundtrack all reasonably and un- 
obtrusively spaced. Odec. 


VOICE OF THE PEOPLE 
With John Tillman, moderator: 

Myron Salzberger, James Wat- 

terman Wise, Meyer Goldbert, 

guests; others 
Director: Clark Jones 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 

N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, which 
has been going great guns on pro- 
gramming since it teed off two 
weeks ago, came a cropper on this 
show. Idea is a good one and the 
public service angle is meritorious, 
but the program was much too 
slow-paced and lacked dramatic 
impact. Plenty of polishing is in 
order if WPIX hopes to build an 
audience for it. 

Supposed to be a forum on con- 
troversial current issues, “Voice of 
the People” presents a spokesman 
from the Republican, Democratic 
and Third (Wallace) parties ex- 
plaining and defending their party 
views. Subject on the preem show 
(28) was civil rights, which is cer- 
tainly important and controversial 
ve * Bn ———. As it 

e out, however, t m 
merely gave spokesmen ter’ the 
three parties a chance to indulge 
in the usual political doubletalk 
and mud-slinging. After a full 
ha yg da =" — convention on 

. windy speech 
— a digest. ree Te 

n addition to setting up som 
kind of control over par Me Moe ong 
WPIX must also revise the format 
to incorporate more dramatic qual- 
Viewers will 
soon tire of watching a man speak- 
ing. Director Clark Jones cut sev- 
eral times to views of the studio 
audience during the preem show 
but that wasn’t enough to take the 
onus away from the speakers. 
Jones’ camera work on the whole 
was uninspired, with his cuts too 
often resulting in a blank screen. 

Stal. 





PIXIE PLAYTIME 
With Frank Paris marionettes, Bill 
Goldman, guest cartooni 
Writer: Frank Paris — 
55 Mines Sek ees anne 
ns; » 4:05 
Sustain 


bg ay N. Y. , 

rhe pattern of juve programmi 
on video is travelling in a aaeappdiy 
reverse direction from the may- 
hem-and-murder type of cereal 
radio fare. Evidently, the addition- 
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al values offered by sight makes it 
possible to dispense with the 
purely aural pyrotechnics by which 
the kids’ attention had to be caught 
and kept. As in adult program- 
ming, video opens a vast field for 
imaginative blending of educational 
and entertaining ideas for the kids. 
Thus far, video has shown encour- 
aging signs that it will respect the 
needs and tastes of the juve set. 

“Pixie Playtime” is a good ex- 
ample of the TV trend. Although 
it is difficult for an adult to meas- 
ure the impact on children, this 
show seems to have the requisite 
qualities of fantasy, humor, simp- 
licity and variety. Basis of ‘the 
program is Frank Paris’ amusing 
troupe of marionnettes who create 
a bright little fairyland of -their 
own. Sometimes the puppets’ lines 
seem too fast and subtle for the 
kids’ understanding but that’s far 
better than under-rating their in- 
telligence. 

Program also features live 
sketching by the N. Y. Daily News’ 
comic strip artists who appear on 
a rotating basis. On the session 
caught (26), Walter Berndt, creator 
of “Smitty,” delivered some pencil 
magic which was clearly picked up 
by the cameras. Bill Goldman, pro- 
gram’s science editor, showed the 
kids how to make a home-made tele- 
phong set with an elementary les- 
son in sound frequency. Also in- 
cluded was a one-reeler cartoon 
which was integrated into the mar- 
ionnette playlet. 

Major deficiency of the program 
is its length. It is unreasonable to 
expect youngsters to keep glued 
to a foot-square video screen for 
almost an hour without beginning 
to squirm. Secondly, “Pixie Play- 
house” is not clearly pitched to a 
single age level and is trying to 
cover a span from about six to 12 
years old. It ought to be consid- 
ered that an eight-year old’s meat 
is usually a 10-year old’s —- 

rn. 





TALENT SHOW , 
With Bob Russell, Buddy Lewis, 

Gaye Dixon, Andy Arcari, Jerry 

and Jane Brandow 
Producer-Director: Greg Garrison 
HARRY KROUSE 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia 

One of the more ambitious live 
shows in local video, the new “Tal- 
ent Show” marks a step forward 
over the same sponsor’s previous 
amateur tryouts. The program 
Friday (18) proved to be a nicely 
packaged set of floorshow talents 
presented in a roof garden setting. 
It can bear favorable comparison 
with similar network product. 

All five acts are cate standards 
and know their own material. Rus- 
sell did the emcee honors and 
comedian Buddy Lewis came on as 
a waiter, presumably serving the 
rest of the cast seated at a table. 
Acts made no pretense of being 
other than acts. Outside of Lewis’ 
brief impersonation of the waiter, 
the format was that of the straight 
variety show. ' ‘ 

Buddy Lewis made a definite im- 
pression. The comic used his sure- 
fire material, but his impersona- 
tions also projected well on TV, 
particularly his dual takeoff of 
Jimmy Durante and W. C. Fields. 

Jerry and Jane Brandow, a pair 
of dancers, know their way around 
a floor. Gaye Dixon, a nightclub 
chirper, got over with ‘Take Me 
Out to the Ball Game” and “Good 
Day.” Bob Russell is not only a 
personable emcee but a baritone of 
ability. His finale of “Bring /Back 
Those Minstrel Days” had strong 
appeal, c as well as vocal. 
_ Andy A veteran accordion- 
ist, had a unique bit in which a 
film montage ce was used to 
make his face appear on his 
own instrument. ag seems of 
doubtful value since it takes away 
the previous mood of straight 
cabaret show by injecting pix note. 
Commercials, showing the Stude- 
bakers in the showroom and on the 
road, are filmed. Gagh. 


LUCKY NIGHT 

With Jess Pugh, Hope Summe 
Sidney Breese and Everett 

Clarke, narrator: Adele Scott, 


org 
Producer: Beulah Zachary 
Director: Sherman Marks 
30 Mins.; Sun., 9:30-10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBKB, Chicago 

Long step toward the ultimate 
form of televised drama was taken 
via this Sherman Marks adaptation 
of a Russel Hughes script originally 
produced on “The Whistler” radio 
series. Show, lensed in cooperation 
with Music age of America, was 
without doubt the best of its kind 
viewed in Chi to date. In adroit in- 
terweaving of film and live action, 
along with synthesizing radio, legit 
and motion picture techniques, it 
proved that tele’s fumbling, appren- 
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NBC-LIFE GOES TO A CONVENTION 





CBS-TV Show Price Quotations ih 


CBS television is quoting prices for its program packages on the 


basis of the ad agency’s 15% commission included. 


Network fig- 


ures that the method is of help to the agency in that it furnishes 
the latter with a gross sum to cite to a prospective client, a simpli- 
fication that’s often handy in client-agency relations. 

The price tags on the CBS TV packages, covering all shows 
available out of WCBS-TV, New York, are as follows: 


“Toast of the Town” 
“To the Queen’s Taste” 
“What’s It Worth?’ 
“Face the Music,” 
“Face the Music,” 
“CBS News,” three times a 


“CBS News,” five times a week 


three times a week 
five times a week 


$6,975 
1,160 
1,400 
4,000 
5,000 
3,500 
5,385 


MEE no 5 ae: ee ae 


Of likely interest is the price comparison of a couple of the above 


shows with similar shows on NBC- 


TV. The “Texaco Star Theatre,” 


handled through the Kudner agency, stands at $5,750 gross, while 
the NBC Newsreel costs Camel, a deal made direct with 20th-Fox, 
figures $8,000 for five programs a week. 








CBS Inviting NBC 


Take Its Sponsored TV Shows: 


Because it is convinced that the ¢ 
exclusivity pattern as it prevails 
between stations and networks in 
AM radio can’t apply to television 


for a long time, CBS has begun 
to approach NBC affiliates with 
queries about taking sponsored 
TV shows. Advertisers are being 
advised by CBS that the network 
is prepared to make its programs 
available in towns where as yet 
it has no affiliation and cooperate 
in every way to get the coverage 
the client elects. 

CBS has already attempted to 
put this policy into action. When 
the network last week got a bite 
from a client interested in “Face 
the Music” on the basis of three 
times a week, provided Cincinnati 
could be delivered, CBS’ stations 
relation department got in touch 
with WLWT and asked that outlet 
whether it would takg a transcribed 
version of the show. According to 
CBS, WLWT, an NBC affiliate, 
came back with a firm nod. 

CBS appears to have come to the 
conclusion that even when video 
gets rolling in high gear wherever 
there are markets with not more 
than three stations such local oper- 
ators will keep themselves open to 
all sources of program supply and 
will choose on the basis (1) volume 
of service and (2) quality of ‘serv- 
ice. That web, taking what it con- 
siders a realistic appraisal of the 
medium’s likely development, sees 
the average client tying up with a 
network mainly for the time fran- 
chise but at the same time reserv- 
ing the right to expand his cover- 
age through transcribed film. 

In one respect CBS’ newly flex- 
ible policy on TV program cover- 
age hews closely to the NBC line. 
CBS is insisting that it control the 
placement of all shows filmed off 
the end of its studio tubes and that 
the non-CBS stations taking such 
commercial programs pay it a 15% 
commission. .. 


354,000 TV Sets 
In 18 Key Areas 


There were approximately 
354,000 television sets in operation 
in the 18 metropolitan areas with 
video service as of June 15. That 
was an increase of nearly 100,000 
sets, or 37%, since May 1. Those 
figures were obtained by Audience 
Research, Inc., in two recent sur-, 
veys. 

Not only has actual set installa- 
tion increased sharply, but there 
has been a continued growth in 
the demand for tele receivers. 
There are a minimum of 1,100,000 
additional families who will ac- 
quire video sets within the next 
ee making a total of almost 

1,500,000 in these 18 population 
centers by June, 1949, accordin§ to 
Sam Northcross, ARI head. 

The indicated intent-to-buy fig- 
ure has virtually doubled in the 
last six weeks. Part of this increase 
stems from the greater number of 
areas now receiving video service, 
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A.C. Gets Into Tele Swim 


Atlantic City, June 29. 

Third group out for fTicense to 
build and operate television sta- 
tion here is Press-Univn Publishing 
Co. which operates WBAB and 
WBAB-FM. Officers filed with 
FCC making annountement Wed- 
nesday (23). Claridge hotel and 
WFPG already have bids in for 
video. 

Sets are now going strong in 
town with many taverns having in- 
stalled them with good results 
from Philly. Hotels are getting 
ready to install sets in rooms, with 
Claridge expected to be first to 
make move in this direction, having 
already installed huge antenna. 


Canadian TV 
Being Goaded 
Into Action 


Toronto, June 29. 

The Canadian government, with 
its system of nationalized radio, 
must stop lagging on television and 
start moving fast, the present Lib- 
eral administration was warned 
by the opposition. Meanwhile, the 
Radio Manufacturers’ Ass’n of 
Canada is awaiting *the federal 
government’s decision and will in- 
stantly swing into high gear once 
television transmitter applications 
are approved and licensed by the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. Ac- 
cording to F. R. Deakins, president 
of RCA-Victor of Canada, a full 
year’s release of home television 
sets in this country would total at 
least $30,000,000 and _ possibly 
$50,000,000. 

Private station owners, vocifer- 
ous in their complaints that the 
CBC is refusing to grant any tele- 
vision licenses until the CBC 
assumes the pick of the interna- 
tionally allocated wavelengths, are 
still drumming their fingers—even 
though they have the finances and 

(Continued on page 38) 


Charles Stark Heads Up 
Blaine-Thompson Video 


Blaine-Thompson ad agency, a 
46-year-old outfit, climbed on the 
television bandwagon during the 
past week with the formation of a 
new department devoted to video, 
headed by Charles Stark, who re- 
signed several weeks ago as gen- 
eral manager of N. Y. indie station 
WMCA. Stark previously was with 
the J. Walter Thompson and Len- 
nen & Mitchell agencies. 

Marlo Lewis, exec veepee of 
Blaine-Thompson, also announced 
promotion of Moulton H. Farnham 
from copy supervisor of the Celo- 
tex account to copy chief of the 
agency, and Richard Ash to head 
of merchandising and marketing. 
Paul Podges, formerly with Gard- 
ner Advertising, was named Farn- 
ham’s assistant. ' 








| 


4 








OW BIZ HONORS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 
Televising of special events at- 





| tained a long-pants maturity last 


| unanimously agreed that 





TV showmen are almost 
NBC- 


Life’s documentary - showmanship 
coverage of the GOP powwow in 


week. 


| Philly marks a giant stride forward 


in charting patterns that will serve 
the industry in good stead. 

It’s a cinch, it’s conceded, that 
the Life-NBC job copped all the 
television -honors last week. 

Not all of it was perfect; a good 
deal was slipshod. But on the 
whole the web-mag tieup, with a 
sock assist from Young & Rubicam 
production staffers, resulted in the 
establishing of patterns and tech- 


niques for on-the-spot political 
special events that brought to 
video what “March of Time” 


brought to outmoded newsreels. 

NBC-Life was all over the lot, 
spicing the politico maneuvering 
with just the right dash of show- 
manship when things were getting 
dull. Ben Grauer’s “Room 22” 
(Convention Hall) sessions, particu- 
larly in the early days of the star- 
spangled GOP rallying, was as fine 
a job of its kind as television has 
produced to date. 

The corraling of the convention's 
“top talent” and “supporting cast” 
for informal, adlibbed commen- 
tary, was as vital as a Page One 
headline, providing the necessary 
sparkle in an informal, casual and 
intimate series of presentations. Y 
& R’s staffers, headed hy Dave 
Levy and Harry Carpenter, agency 
veepee in charge of the Life ac- 
count, brought to them a maximum 
of production values to heighten 
the dramatic tensions. 

Particularly appealing among 
the “Room 22” series was the 
Harold Lloyd-Irene Dunne. ex- 
change with Grauer, which struck 
an exacting note of informality 
and off-the-cuff breeziness as they 
kicked around politics, television’s 
impact on show biz, etc. It was 
this sort of added fillip and supple- 
mentary footage that gave the 


(Continued on page 38) 


GF EXPANDS SUNDAY 
TELE TO FULL HOUR 


General Foods has made it an 
hour on NBC’s TV web Sunday 
nights. It starts am audience par- 
ticipation show in the 8:30-9 period, 
with Jack Bright as m.c., starting 
this weekend (4). The setting of 
the thing will be a Village Barn. 
It follows the same account’s “The 
Author Meets the Critics” (Jell-O). 

Benton & Bowles is the agency 
on the new stanza. 











Due as New TV 
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Luckies Vs. Luckies | 


Lucky Strike will be competing 
with itself for video audiences for 
the first time when it resumes its 
football operations this fall. The 
cig roller will have college games 
telecasting over both WNBT and 
WABD in the New York area. 

The supplement over last sea- 
son’s alliance is WABD. 


20th-Fox Files 
For K.C.; Four 


Down, One to Go 


Washington, June 29. 
20th-Fox has filed its fourth 
application for a tele channel with 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 20th now wants channel 9 
at Kansas City for 20th-Fox of Mis- 


souri, a corporation made up of 
20th and Fox Mid-West, Inc., sub- 
sidiary owning theatres throughout 
the middle west. 

Previously 20th asked for chan- 
nels in Seattle, Boston and San 
Francisco. It will file later for 
another, bringing’ the number up 
to the five allowed by FCC. Attor- 
neys won’t say where they will 
file next, but state it will be sev- 
eral weeks before the brief is 
prepared. 

20th will make the sixth bidder 
for the 4 channels allocated to 
Kansas City by the Commission. 

Others who have requested tele 
channels during the past week are: 
Central Pennsyivania Corp., North 
Altoona, Pa., channel 9, and chan- 
nel 13 at North Williamsport, Pa.; 
Northeastern Indiana Broadcasting 
Co., Fort Wayne, Ind., channel 4; 
Tulsa Broadcasting Co. Tulsa, 
channel 8; Gifford Phillips, Den- 
ver, channel 9; Press-Union Pub- 
eo Co., Atlantic City, channel 
; Corning Leader, Corning, N. Y., 
channel 9; Greensboro Broadcast- 
ing Co., channel 10 at Greensboro, 
N. C.; WPTF Radio Co., Raleigh, 
N. C., channel 5; and WMPS, Mem- 
phis, channel 9. 

TV applications of E. Anthony 
and Sons of Boston, and Texas 
Broadcasters of Houston, were 
granted dismissal without preju- 
dice. 

Hearst Radio of Baltimore was 
told by FCC that it could amend 
its application for an FM station to 
change its proposed antenna sys- 


{Continued on page 53) 











Chi Feeling Mixed on Tele’s Impact; 
Its Effect on B.0. May Show in 1949 


By JERRY BAXTER 


(This is the third in a series by 
VARIETY correspondents showing 
how television is projecting itself 
throughout the country.) 


Chicago, June 29. 
Tele still is in its beer-and-salad 
days as far as it affects most Chi- 
cagoans. Its impact as mass at- 
home entertainment is in the off- 
ing. About 25,000, or 2% of the 
more than 1,000,000 families in the 
metro area, own tele sets. Night- 
time programming as unfolded via 
WGN-TV and WBKB smacks of 
suds. And why not? The aver 
age evening audience of the 4,500 
tavern sets tops the total of home 

viewers by an estimated 40,000. 
This coming winter is bound to 
see barflies giving way to house- 
flies. Four stations will be on 
the air and the count of home seis 





Other television news 
page 11. 


on 











— * 





will have risen to upwards of 35,- 
000. The average week night home 
audience will be hovering between 
an estimated 150,000 and 200,000, 
while tavern viewers stabilize at 
the 140,000 mark. From there on 
half-Nelsons won't make a whole 
show. 

The present low set count has 
so far prevented other’ than 
sketchy demonstrations of video’s 
power as a positive or negative 
force at the Chi b.o. Some evi- 
dence of this power has been 
glimpsed by sports promoters, but 
their reports disregard longrange 
views and neutralize each other. 
They also overlook the potentials 
of network tele. 

Leo Seltzer, who as manager of 
the Chicago Coliseum cancelled 
out on boxing bouts via WBKB 
last winter, believes that tele will 
empty the seats. Says Seltzer: 
“Promoters all over the country 
have learned, or will quickly learn, 
that on the majority of events, 





especially on inclement days, all 
(Continued on page 38) 


MBO CIN PINRHES Mass Reshuffle of Viewing Habits 


Shows Take to Air 


Preem of a number of top new 
television shows during the last 
several months, coupled with the 
start of daily TV programming by 
the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, for 
the first time has given broadcast- 
ers in the metropolitan N. Y. areca 
some idea of the competition in 
store for them. How the new shows 
have cut into the established audi- 
ences of the TV standbys hasn't 
yet been revealed by the various 
program rating services, but there’s 
believed to be little doubt that a 
mass reshuffle of viewing habits is 
in the works. 

Broadéasters in other cities, con- 
sequently, are watching the N. Y. 
video scene with renewed interest. 
Fact that N. Y. already has five 
stations on the air puts it still far- 
ther ahead of other key cities pro- 
gramwise than it’s ever been. As a 
result, the midwestern and Coast 
station operators hope to profit 
from the experience gained by 
N. Y. broadcasters by patterning 
their programming after the New 
Yorkers that emerge on top. 

Illustrative of the _ potential 
switch in viewing habits is the new 
Sunday night lineup. NBC has al- 
ways snagged the lion’s share of 
the Sunday night audience with its 
legit presentations, including its 
own Television Playhouse, the 
Theatre Guild and the American 
National Theatre and Academy 
shows. Two weeks ago, however, 
CBS came up with Ed Sullivan's 
hour-long “Toast of the Town,” a 
variety show featuring top vaude 
and nitery talent. Fact that it’s 
slotted opposite the NBC legiters 
means that NBC will almost cer- 
tainly lose a share of its Sunday 
night audience. 

Monday is a weak night general- 
1° for all stations, but Tuesday 
night competition should be espe- 
cially heavy. Three of the top TV 
shows in N. Y. tee off at 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays. These include the “Tex- 
aco Star Theatre,” DuMont's 
“Court of Current Issues” and Rube 
Goldberg’s “Drawing Game” on 
WPIX. How these will line up in 
the next Hooper or Pulse ratings 
remains to be seen. 


Tele Execs, Too, 
Get Reshuffied 


Keeping step with the seasonal 
change in key exec positions in the 
radio networks, television has also 
undergone a series of new appvint- 
ments and exec reshuffles recently. 
Latest is the naming of Tony Kra- 
ber as program chief of WABD 
(DuMont, N.Y.) and the creation 
and filling of four new exec posts 
in the CBS-TV setup. 

In the CBS lineup, Charles M. 
Underhill, production manager of 
the RKO-Pathe commercial depart- 
ment, becomes the web’s director 
of TV programming; David Sutton, 
until now an account exec in CBS 
radio network sales, becomes CBS- 
TV sales manager; George L. Mos- 
kovics, commercial manager of 
WCBS-TV, the web’s key N. Y. 
outlet, is manager of the tele net's 
sales development, and Worthing- 
ton Miner, until now CBS director 


(Continued on page 34) 


O’MERA TO NBC-TV; 
SET FOR COAST SPOT 


Carroll O’Mera, whilom manager 
of Young & Rubicam’s Coast office 
and producer of “Silver Theatre” 
and the Burns and Allen show, has 
joined NBC’s TV staff. After a 
month or two around the New 
York plant he will be assigned to 
a permanent post with the net- 
work’s Coast video setup with the 
status of producer. 

Also slated to make the western 
trek about the same time is Eddie 
Sobel, staff producer, currently do- 
ing the Texaco show. Both O’Mera 
and Sobel will come under the au- 
thority of Hal Bock, NBC’s west- 
coast program manager. 
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THREE FOR THE MONEY 
With Bud Collyer, emcee; Mark 

Wainew orch, Mary Small, Russ 

Emery; Stardusters Quartet 
Director: Jack Rubin 
Producer: Ed Wolfe 
66 Mins.; Sat., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 

Time was when, by the mere 
twist of a dial, you could get a 
continuous flow of Bing rosby 
records through the day and night, 
flitting from one station to another. 
Virtually the same situation ap- 
plies in radio today to the tele- 
phonic giveaway fad. 

Take, for example, the Saturday 
night situation, with the back-to- 
back slotting (though on different 
webs) of 120 minutes of cash pay- 
offs via CBS’ 8 to 9 “Sing It Again” 
and now Mutual’s 9 to 10 “Three 
for the Money.” Assuming that 
some day a saturation point must 
be reached, that day obviously has 
arrived. The sponsor, the 
agency man and the network exec, 
alerted to listeners’ taste, have 
reconciled themselves to the fact 


SECOND HONEYMOON 
With Bert Parks, studie contest- 
ants; Ed Michael, announcer; 
Rosa Rie, organist . 
Writer: Mert Lawrence 
Director: John Cleary 
Producer: Read Wight 
30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from New York 
This quizzer, developed on New- 
ark indie WAAT (which dropped 
it last March, however) and kicked 
off on ABC this week (28) as re- 
placement for the first 30 minutes 
ef the Paul Whiteman disk jockey 
show, ought to do all right—es- 
pecially if Bert Parks stays around 
as emcee. (He may not, the web 
says, as he has heavy chores al- 
ready, including 
“Stop the Music” and “Break the 
Bank.” Johnny Olsen was initially 
slated for the “Second Honey- 
moon” spot, but he also is carrying 
a load of emeee chores, and Parks 
was subbed at the last moment.) 
Parks really sparked the getaway 





| proceedings. His effervescence gen- 
l erates a hilarity in the studio 


dialer=. He 
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| practiced by the better network | 


THIS CHANGING WORLD WE LOVE AND LEARN 

With Harrison Wood; Edwin Rei- ‘With Barbara Weeks, Arthur Vin- 
mers, announcer ten, Sarah Burton, Ann Thomas, 

Writer: Harrison Weed Sue Read, Jee Helgeson, Charme 

Producer: William Warwick Alien, Dick Dunham 

15 Mins.; Sun., 3 p.m. Writer: Lilliam Spinner 

FRUEHAUF TRAILERS Director: Chet Gierlach 

ABC, from New York 15 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 11:15 a.m., EDT 

* (Zimmer-Keller) | MANHATTAN SOAP CO. 


Not as Gendt, [odeing be. Se nit aie aby Sones 

secon ition 0 is new qua - ‘ A re 

hour last Sunday (27), that Harri- paee the or ge apy ps J —_ 
son Wood sees this spot as a fairly | on Mank tts "Soe "lo one 
bright opportunity to strike for a | $284. ~ 1a - rend Nag + 
place in the sun as a radio opinion | Sponsor ng a Gaytime —, — : 
moider. His style is reminiscent, | NBC, in behalf ral which po 
at various moments, of a number | rand. The new show, which has 
of top gabbers. But his material | been offered around the ad agen- 
offers them little competition. | cies the last couple of years under 


. : y |a different tag, is about a foreign- 

Last Sunday, for instance, Wood | 2 @ t tag, is abo & 
devoted the first half of this period born New York milliner and the 
emotional dramas that stem from 


to a rehash of the GOP convention. | © , ; a 
But rather than delving into the | her staff and patrons. For t 
significance of that event. in the| initial sequence, the romantic in- 


“interpretation” manner so deftly | 


spielers, he offered little more than | ' a 
a warming over of convention | !t seems mild. 

speeches and other old news, with! Besides the central 
some inconsequential sidelights | Supposedly French but played by 


BILL HENRY AND THE NEWS 
5 Mins., Men.-thru-Fri., 9:55 p.m, 
Sustaining 

MBS. from Washington _ 

Mutual started warming up this 
spot last Monday, night (28) for 
Johns Manville’s ‘tenancy around 
the middle of August, or after Bill 
Henry has given himself a look-see 
at the Olympics. For Henry the 
occasion marked the first switch in 
network alliance since CBS brought 
him to New York from the Ceoast 
about seven years ago to do this 
same news capsule job across. the 
board. Johns Manville took over 
the Monday-thru-Friday tab in 





| 


the | 


1942, and it would have still been 
on CBS had not that network de- 
cided to drop the capsule on the 
ground that it had “outlived its 
usefulness.” 

During its run en CBS Johns 


*Manville was considered to have 


character, 


| terest is 2 smalltown schoolteacher | about the best buy in radio. The 
who’s trying to become a model. | across-the-boarder cost the account 
Even by daytime serial standards around $750,000 a year, giving the 


building supply outfit potent night- 
ly ratings, which when multiplied 
by frequency, placed it particu- 


the | Barbara Weeks with an incredible | larly during the peak span of news 


| tk nm in. In the last half of L 
soem te Wood turned for a few mo-|aceent, Arthur Vinton enacts a/! interest, among the tor levels of 


ments to the Berlin situation, took purportedly suave lawyer-heart | the Hooper weekly coun 

number of broad swipes at | breaker, Sarah Burton is the mil- Henry's easy-flowing, *» on-toned 

The latest bigtime entrant, | afford to learn—and he has ay | Stalin, and wound up with some||linery shop manager he jilted for and unemotional delivery hasn’t 
Muiuai’s “Money” preemed last jimpish, intimate manner which | spot news ticker items. the boss, Ann Thomas is an out- | changed in_the slightest through 
Saturday (26) and, in contrast tojenlivens nearly every moment of |" wooq’s delivery is of the clipped, | spoken model, Sue Read is the | the years. Editorial@ing with him 
the other home-slanted giveaways, | the sequence. He’s one of the best rush-of-words school (Winchell, et | ingenue, Jim Carlton the juvenile | is a rarity, although he doesn’t shy 
it’s worth sticking around that | things that could happen to a quiz) .)) while his inflections have | and Charme Allen his possessive | away from terse, graphic charac- 
telephone, if you think you got a | show. SE ms _ | touches of Heatter and Kaltenborn. | mother. | terization, something akin_but not 
chance: For here, in a sense, is} The quizzing on “Second Honey-| ti, enunciation is clear, but so) The previous “We ‘too closely, to the style of Time 
| magazine. Through the years he’s 


that, in this year of grace. 1948.{which gets across to di | 
the top radio comedy writer can’t | can kid contestants without in- 
compete with a refrigerator, or|sulting them—a neat technique | 
100 bucks in cold cash. which some contemporaries cou! 


Love and 





the giveaway to end all give- 
aways—a crack at $5,000 every 
time the phone rings, with not even 
the slightest suggestion of skill in- 
volved. It’s 100% chance, and 
that’s giving it away in spades. 

“Money” goes like this: Mark 
Warnow’'s orch plays a tune. A 
contestant is called and qualifies 
to play by answering an innocuous 
query about the tune. Bud Coll- 
yer, as emcee, lists three tunes 
about to be played by the talent 
lineup (Warnow’s orch, Mary Smail, 
Russ Emery, Stardusters vocal 
quartet). If the at-home partici- 
paat can guess how those three 
tunes line up. numerically on a stu- 
dio blackboard, he gets $300, plus 
a crack at a second bracket of 
three tunes. If he guesses the 
second lot, there’s an additional 
$500 and he can hang around for 
the third grouping which, if 
guessed accurately, pays off $5,000, 
plus the previous $800. A lot of 
coin for guesswork. 

What invariably happens, how- 
ever (or at least did on the initial 
broadcast), is that the participant 
gets one tune-in the proper order 
and hangs up $100 richer. Which 
paves the way for another phone 
call. (It would be interesting to 
estimate how much coin the phone 

these days 


company is harvesting 
. from the multiple array of give- 


aways.) 

To the credit of the Mutual 
stanza is that, in between phone 
calls, there’s a lot of danceable 
entertainment being tossed around, 
as the Warnow-Small-Emery-Star- 
dusters combo wrap up each 
bracket of three tunes as desig- 
nated by the contestant before the 





blackboard lineup is unveiled. 
Collyer is glib and on a par with 
the other phone boys. Rose. 
SING ALONG 


With Landt Trio, Carol Ames 

Preducer: Jack Carney 

Director: Phil McHugh 

39 Mins.: Mon. thru Fri. 10:30 a.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York ? 
This is one of those shows that 

help local indies to snag a fair 
ortion of the listening audience 
or disk jockey broadcasts. It’s 

about as bald a giveaway as any- 

one could devise to achieve a 

studio and dialer rating. Imagina- 


tion is so lacking that at one point‘ 


in the initial broadcast, at which 
a cedar chest was to be handed to 
the person who could identify the 
title of a tune via the reading of 
lyric lines (whieh contained the 
title), a spieler frankly pointed out 
“we have to have some reason for 
giving this thing away.” 

Later in the show, there’s an- 
other type of giveaway idea. This 
involves someone in the audience 
reaching into a bow! of silver 
coins, grabbing a handful and, if 
he can estimate the amount he 
scooped up within 15 seconds, the 
coin is doubled. If he can’t he gets 
to keep his grab and the next day’s 
fast-count award is tripled. In re- 
turn for the coin, the grabber is 
asked to solo a melody. That’s 
about the simplest methed of dol- 
ing out coin that unimaginative 
radio could possibly have devised, 
except for indiscriminately spading 
it to the aud from the stage. 

When one can forget the painful 
twist of ideas, this show isn’t bad. 
The Landt Trio and Carol Ames, a 
fair singer, do some nice things 
with standard melodies such as 
“For Me and My Gal,” “I May Be 
Wrong,” ete., and the audience is 
frequently worked into the thing 
via a community sing idea. 

3 RIE TS 


- ay 


(happily, in view of radio's current 


“qualifying” contestants for the 
“second honeymoon” competition. 
(On the preem, a woman answered 
wrong, got her prize anyway, and 
was assured by Parks that all she 
really had to do was “breathe in 
and out.”) Having thus qualified, 
each of the seven femme contest- 
ants tells why she wants a second 
honeymoon, and at the windup a 
committee of five judges picks a 
winner. Latter and her husband 
(they have to leave any kids home) 
get a week's all-expense trip to a 
resort hotel, plus a new wardrobe 
for the wife and other giveaways. 

Initialer uncovered several really 
amusing or touching stories .by 
women as to why they never got 
around to a honeymoon. The con- 
testants were obviously (and 
wisely) well screened in advance. 
The show offered a_ refreshing 
variation of the giveaway formula, 
depending so little as it did on the 
pointless and monotonous quizzing 
featured by so many of these pro- 
grams. 

As with most giveaways, how- 
ever, “Second Honeymoon” will 
have to ease up on the product 
plugs anent the loot if a sponsor 
is to get much identification. 

n. 





BLUES FOR FRIDAY 

With Phyllis Marshall, Bill Brady 
male quintet, Cliff McKay’s orch 

Producer-Direetor: Dick Gluns 

Writer-Avunouncer: Byng Whitteker 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBC, from Toronto : 

As producer of “Blues for Fri- 
day,” a very unimaginative pro- 
gram tagger, Dick Gluns had the 
idea that the pickup should be dis- 
tant and not right on the mike. 
On ear-soothing softness, the idea 
is successful. 

More important, it centres the 
attention on Phyllis Marshall. Un- 
til this rich-voiced contralto came 
back to Toronto to have her baby, 
she was vocalist with Cab Callo- 
way’s band for 18 months. After 
her convalescence, she is now fill- 
ing the presumable interim in 
Canada. 

Here is a throaty and sexy voice, 
‘with perfect phrasing control and 
diction. Her essentially pleasant 
and honest manner comes over the 
airwaves with sentimental over- 
tones that, if this were not a sum- 
mer sustainer. might reach fad pro 
portions. (The program’ from 
CJBC, Toronto, is being carried by 
34 stations of the Dominion net- 
work.) 

Miss Marshall opens the pro- 
gram cold in slow blue style with 
“Once in a While.” with the fine 
sotto-voce backgrounding of Cliff 
McKay’s orchestra, and the celeste 
taking the basic harmonics. This 
slow-time delivery by all is impres- 
sively successful, particularly with 
the all-the-way-back mellowness of 
the brass. McKay has achieved an 
exquisite and intriguing softness 
that will be copied. 

For a singer, any 30-minute seg- 
ment is too long but Miss Marshall 
carries the program without lis- 
tener-boredom. -Tops in intriguing 
softness were “Talk of the Town,” 
“These Foolish Things,” “Do It 
Again” and “Honey, I'm in Love 
With You.” The Brady male quin- 
tet was in for effective vocal back- 
grounds and Cliff McKay’s orches- 
tra lent excellent melodic cohe- 
sion; but Miss Marshali and her 
distinctive song-styling can stand 
alone, McStay. 





flood of it), serving as a bare ex- | 
cuse for shoveling out gifts and | 





toward the volume control. 
Fruehauf gave its middle com- 
mercial to a plug for motor truck 
transportation in general, without 
a mention of the sponsor’s name, 
and made only passing mention of 
its own product in the signoff. 
Doan. 





MYSTERY CHEF 

With John MacPherson 

15 Mins.; Sat., 7:45 a.m. 
Participating 

WNBC, New York 

This is a familiar program which 
has been heard for years at various 
spots on the dial, but now has the 
virtually uncatchable niche of 7:45 
Saturday mornings. Maybe people 
actually are up and around the 
house at that Rosnsioal hour, but 
are they in the humor to listen to 
a straight gab show? Presumably 
the mail pull will tell. 

For last Saturday’s (26) pre- 
miere, the participation series had 
sponsors for two of the three avail- 
able spots. They are Campbell's 
soup (Ward Wheelock agency) and 
Chureh & Dwight’s baking soda 
(Brooke, “Smith, French & .Dor- 
rance). The commercials are in 
the folksy manner, with the Mys- 
tery Chef himself (John MacPher- 
son) reading what sounds like per- 
sonally-prepared copy. 

In addition to the lavish plugs 
for Campbell's tomato soup and 
C & D baking soda, both of which 
were specified in the recipes men- 
tioned, the home cookery expert 
presented himself as having pre- 
pared all the meals for himself and 
his wife during their 40 years of 
marriage, and who promises to tell 
the listener not only how to pre- 
pare tasty and nourishing meals, 
but also how to save $10 a week on 
food buying for a family of four 
(and still have more luxurious and 
healthy ingredients). That was 
pretty much the substance of the 
initial broadcast. 

Despite his radio experience, the 
Chef is a shaky mike performer. 
His script-reading still doesn’t 
sound even slightly extemporane- 
ous. And although he rushed (and 
stumbled) through the spiel, he 
still had to be cut off by the sta- 
tion. Hobe. 





POP CONCERTS 
With the Cleveland Summer Or- 
chestra; Wayne Mack, announcer 
30 Mins. Wed and Sat. 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WGAR, Cleveland 
_ Here is 30 minutes of the de- 
lightful refreshing “Pops” as pre- 
pared and conducted by Rudolph 
Ringwall withthe Cleveland Sum- 
mer Orchestra. With a feature per- 
former at each show, for the at- 
tending audience if not for the 
radio audience, the stanza; never- 
theless, is a sparkling period in the 
summer programming for the 
Greater Cleveland audience. 

The “Pop,” which include the 
bulk of the regular Symphony 
group, again poses Cleveland’s $64 
question: “why can’t a sponsor be 
found?” for such an outstanding 
ensemble. Certainly, if a full-hour 
program is too heavy, than a half- 
hour of the better-known, lighter- 
selections could captivate an audi- 
ence. 

On the evening reviewed (26) “A 
Night In Old Vienna” was featured 
and among the clinking beer bot- 
tles of the audience, Dr. Ringwal! 
admirably conducted a full session 
of Strauss. The soloist for the occa- 
sion was Boris Goldovsky,. pianist, 
long-standing favorite for Cleve- 
land. . er Marke. 


moon” is a negligible ingredient |} mpbastic as to incline a dialer ; Learn” went off the air four or five 


| years ago, after being produced 
| several seasons by Transamerican 

for General Foods, through the 
| Young & Rubicam agency. 


Bent.” There’s apparently only 
the nominal connection between 
that serial and the present pro- 
gram. 3 

For this stanza the Sweetheart 
commercial copy is, at least so far, 
comparatively restrained. Hobe. 





MYSTERY PLAYHOUSE 

With Ian Martin, Edgar Stehli, 
Anne Seymour, Henry Neeley, 
Steve Chase, Inge Adams 

Producer: Herbert Rice 

Direetor: Mert Koplin 

| 30 Mins., Sun., 7 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

MBS, frem New York 
The teeoff event (27) didn’t seem 





to square precisely with the ambi- | 


| also become a master at crowding 


|}much into little time without 


in 


|the least sounding hurried or in- 


yar It was | 
‘originally called “As the Twig Is | 





| the periods available. 


volved. His is a ‘‘standard act’ that 
has become as integrated a part of 
network radio as any other mem- 
tionable feature and he’ll likely 
continue with this five-minute rou- 
tine so long as a ethan ~ “ene 
ec. 


NATURE SKETCHES 
With Edwin C. Alberts 


‘15 Mins., Sat. (26), 3 p.m. 


| NBC, frem Denver 


Long a summertime standby on 
NBC, “Nature Sketches” returned 
to the net Sat. (26) for the eighth 
suceessive year. Originating from 
Rocky Mountain National Park in 
Colerado, the program is intended 
to whet the interest of dialers in 
nature as a form of F¥ecreation. 


tions of this series, a summer filler | Stanza, itself, is a “Public service” 
\for the perennial “Sherlock |S%®0W Presented by NBC in cooper- 


| Holmes:” The plan, as publicized. 
| was to present herein choice scripts 
| which had previously done service 
on the four networks and larger 
|indie stations around the country. 
|The same announcement did allow 
for some hedging in that it quali- 
fied the promise with the words, 
“best available.” 

“The Story of Elizabeth Ross” 
by Jay Bennett was the initial ex- 
hibit. _As_ psychological crime 
drama it fell far short of being rep- 
resentative of the better stuff heard 
in radio in recent years. There was 
nothing piquantly polished about 
the characterizations or the devel- 
opment of its suspense. The story 
developed its punches at each step 


made it a field day for the cast, 
especially Anne Seymour in the 
name role. A.tale of unrequited 
love, “Elizabeth Ross” traces the 
attempts of a psychology teacher to 
destroy the marriage, and then life. 
of his sister through the power of 
suggestion. 

lan Martin is spotted as the host 
of the series, but the opening show 


ticipation, since the seript required 
its own character-narrator. none 
other than old man Death himself. 
The vaporings of the sideline char- 
acter rated as the most sophomoric 
touch of all. Odec. 


DESTINATION FREEDOM 

With Fred Pinkard, Janice. Kings- 
low, Don Gallagher, Jess Pugh, 
Art Peterson, Maurice Copeland, 
Marvin Peisner, Arthur McKoo, 


narrator; .Elyn Owen, organ, 
Bobby Christian, drums, and 
Gregery Paschal, vocal; Hugh 


Downs, announcer. 
Writer: Richard Durham 
Director: Homer Heck 
30 Mins., Sun., 10 a.m. 
Sustaining : 
WMAQ, Chicago 

New series dramatizing the role 
of Negroes in the historical expan- 
sion of American democracy got 
off to an okay start via the little- 
known story of Crispus Attucks, 
killed in the Boston Massacre. 
Preem (27), subtitled “The Knock- 
'Kneed Man,” ionized the dust of 
history into warm and glowing 
stuff. Treatment was simple and 
imaginative, in contrast to the 
Major Hoople pomposity that often 
passes for historical drama. : 

Drama consisted of a dozen 
scenes linked together by a nar- 
rator whose lines drove the action 
forward without waste motion. 
Show opened with Gregory Pas- 
chal singing’ a cappelta, then 

(Continued on page 34) : 





of the way, and the bravura dialog ! 


jallowed him but a very brief par-| 


ation with the U. S. Dept. of In- 
terior. Opening shot had park 
naturalist Edwin C. Alberts sup- 
ervising an informal q. & a. forum 
with a dozen-odd chikiren, chiefly 
of grade school. age. 

An NBC walkie-talkie unit tried 
to sustain an air of informality by 
picking up the conversation of 
Alberts and his youthful interview- 
ees who were on a roving tour of 
the- park. Unfortunately the relay 
at times was a trifle faulty with 
some voices blurry and difficult to 
understand. However, on the basis 
of Saturday’s airer, which discussed 
the park’s glacial features, the 
seriés has a high educational value 
especially for the juvenile audi- 
ence. Alberts is a competent guide 
who talks ir a down-to-earth style. 
Program is scheduled for a 12-week 
stay. Gilb. 


MERRY-GO-ROUND 


CKEY, Toronto 
As a reporter who got fed up 
with the conservative and hush- 
hush policy on news-happenings in 
Canada’s social and world, 
Joe Tensee has kicked the traces 
with an all-out chatter critique on 
political inefficiency, the narcotics 
traffic, phoney Canadian mining 
promotions, police-protected gam- 
bling and such hindrances to forth- 
coming American tourist trade as 
the current closing down of all 
gasoline stations at 7 p.m. 

It’s a hefty task for the 15-min- 


ute segment but Tensee’s rapid- 


fire delivery and lucid enunciation 
make for a courageous clinical ap- 
proach to the news that must jolt 
‘ocal politicians and the evil-doers. 
Swiftly inters are flash items 
on society‘'s doings; current thea- 
tre, radio, sports, band and nitery 
news-notes. He uses guest-artists. 
Current was an interview with 
Norman Matthews, K. C., Crown 
prosecutor in the present anti- 
narcotics fight. This byplay praised 
the Mounties, ete., and bitterly 
blasted the Canadian narcotics 
ring. 

Tensee’s cleanup crusade is out- 
spoken and courageous, with no 
apparent fear or favor. His warm- 
voiced delivery also lends listener 
conviction to his current family- 
skeleton exposes and other items 
in which he names names in pos- 
sible news stories the dailies would 


shy from. Apart from such “scoops” 





|has the station. 


which titillate the eral listener, 
city editors should listen to this 
program. Tensee has courage; so 
’ McStay. 
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Borden's Jr. Achievement Competition 
In Bid for ‘County Fair’ Teenagers 


In a full-scale promotional swing | “County Fair” will originate from 


‘“ 1.7? 2 Pr omotion of 


: gin on an “off the-air’ basis im- 
will boost the Junior Achievement, mediately through existing Junior 
Inc., movement into national pro- 


Achievement groups. In Septem- 
portions via a plug campaign and | ber. the proyram will begin to re- 
a close tie-in with the program’s | volve around JA with new groups 
aud and _ participation format. 


ito be invited to form their own 
Scheme has been openly mapped 


corporations. Junior Achievement 
by CBS and Borden's agency, | 


was launched in 1926 under the 
|sponsorship of business organiza- 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, to counter 
the giveaway craze by building a 


| tions. 
grassroots audience among the | 
juves on a something-for-something | ]j 
basis. a | 
Under current plans, Berden = Continued from page 30 
company will sponsor a four-) ,oiwork affiliation. Par has al- 
163 ready testified for the record that 


months’ competition among 
“corporations” operated by the | it would entertain affiliation bids 








~ Par dabs 








Junior Achievement group. Latter) fom networks if it obtained a 
outfit is a non-profit outfit aiming TV grant. 
to give bevs and giris from 15 t©) smith also tried to point up 


21 years of age scrimmage prac’ | oRs's apparent lack of interest in 
tice in business organization and | 


itele prior to the last six months. 
management through actual €X-| Goce its bid for commercial color 
perience on a small scale. 


; ill tity fell through before the Com- 
Each of oe ot ogg eae mission 18 months ago. gay oo 

on a “county fair a em way CBS 

area during the week of Oct. 23-30 | ee agg a eek: ) 

to exit: heir pranerrs. betene eg 1. Because of the competition 

group, which will be yrs aa | from other major networks, which 

in November, will be showered | establishing regional 


‘ iare already 
with merchandise awards and | webs on the Coast. 
= 


2. Because of the added revenue 

















} such a station would deliver. 

| 3. Because it’s needed for local 
| pickup purposes. 

' 4. Because if CBS succeeds in 
buving full contrel of KQW, web's 
AM outlet in Frisco, it would in- 





Murphy's authority to speak for 
the CBS board on matters of pro- 
posed spending. He pointed out 
that KROW owners were present 
al the hearings, implying then: 
“Why aren’t Frank Stanton and 
| William Paley here?’ Murphy de- 
clared, however, he's been desig- 
nated by the board to handle the 
hearings and has full authority. 

KROW owner Sheldon F. Sack- 
} ett finished his testimony yester- 
|day (Mon.). He was followed by 
| CBS Coast veepee Don Thorn- 
| burgh, who described his own and 
the web’s public service record. 

Apparent setback suffered by 
KROW in iis bid for one of the 
two remaining Frisco channels 
highlighted the hearings last week. 
Both station manager Sheldon F. 
Sackett and general manager Wil- 
liam Gunzendorfer were forced to 
concede repeatedly under heavy 
cross-ex mination that theirs would 
be an extremely small-budgeted op- 
eration in contrast to the ambitious 
| plans of CBS, 20th-Fox, Paramount 

and Ed Pauley’s Tele-California, 
against whom it is competing. 
_ Earlier during the week, Par 
veepee Paul Raibourn and Wil- 
liam Eddy, manager of WBKB 
| (Balaban & Katz, Chicago), car- 
ried Par’s fight to the FCC. Judge 
Samuel Rosenman, chief counsel 
‘for CBS, trained his heaviest guns 
on Raibourn, trying to pin him 
dewn on the possibility of home 
‘tele hurting the boxoffice of Par’s 
|vast theatre holdings. Raibourn 
hedged the question continually, 
|stressing that Par expects tele to 
aid film biz through offering a 
/potent ad medium for pictures via 
televised trailers and using their 
stars to ballyhoo films. 

Harried by Rosenman on why 
Par hasn’t permitted either WBKB 
or KTLA, its Los Angeles outlet, 
to use Par features, he testified 
that “right now we're beset by 
too many problems of rights.” He 
denied that Barney Balaban, Par 
prez, ever voiced a fear of éele’s 
inroads, claiming he'd always led 


iegrate the AM _ operation with 
TV. 
KROW (Oakland) counsel John 
pays e Hearne attempted to disprove 


piper... 








....talls the tune 


and on WATV it’s the merry 
jingle of cash registers 
when your reaches 
the thousands of JUNIOR 
FROLICS television fans 
who daily at five line up to 
follow Uncle Hal's film fun- 
nies and cartoons. 


WATV 


channel 








the subject. Under further ques- 
tioning, he declared it’s obvious 
televising features will hurt their 
b.o., but declared: “There'll be a 
point where tele can pay enough 
for features to make it worth our 
while to sel them to video—as 
tele grows, that point will come 
closer to where we can show newer 
films.” 

At that propitious mement, Ros- 
enman submitted as evidence a 
recent VARIETY story, which quoted 
Balaban as saying that Par reis- 
sues would never be sold to TV 
because such a move would kill 
their theatre value. Raibourn de- 
clared he agreed completely with 
Balaban, and Rosenman dropped 
the subject. 








the discussions with Balaban on) 









Hooper 


Continued from page 29 


Brown & Williamson, BBD&O, 
‘Beechnut, Bruce Brewer Co., D’Arcy 
agency; Carter Products; Doherty, 
Clifford & Shenfield; Esty agency; 
Federal Advertising; Gardner Ad- 
\vertising; Foote, Cone & Belding; 





i\Henri, Hurst & MecDena!ld; Lever 
\Bros.: Lipton Tea; Knox Mills; 


iKudner agency; General! Mills; Mc- 
|Cann-Erickson; Lennon & Mitchell; 
‘Orr & Associates; Maxon agency; 
\Pedlar & Ryan; Needham, Louis & 
Brorby; Piedmont Advertising; 
i{Reche. Williams & Cleary; Frederic 
W. Ziv, and Young & Rubicam. 

| The “major objective” of the 
U. S. Hooperating project, Hooper 
said, is to “get broader participa- 
tion by advertisers’—the group 
\who, it’s noted, constitute the big- 
meney clients in Nielsen’s fold. 


Hooper hasn't finalized his plans 
‘regarding future U. S. Hooper- 
lating reports, but it is reliably re- 
ported that he is considering issu- 
jing three a year and making them 
-a part of the overall Hooper serv- 


ice, for which subscribers would 
be billed Jan. 1. Obviously. this 
would entail a boost in current 


rates to cover the costs of the U. S. 
Hooperatings. 

On the front versus BMB, Hoop- 
;er’s Listening Area Coverage In- 
dex, unveiled officially at the NAB 
convention in Los Angeles last 
month, shapes into a station serv- 
lice which is not at all unlike that 
offered by the tripartite bureau. 
It looks. to those who were in ra- 
‘dio in the ‘30s, like a revival of 
the old NBC-CBS hattle, with BMB 
employing a variation or refine- 
ment of the old Columbia mail- 
ballot system and Hooper an 
adaptation of the NBC all-county 
|postcard survey. 

As for how this newborn index 
is doing, Hooper reports, comple- 
tion of surveys, on station order. 
‘in “14 or 15 areas” and points out 
that two major stations, KSL of 
‘Salt Lake, and WHO of 
i'Moines, have launched promotidn 
campaigns exploiting their show- 
jings in the indexes for their areas. 
Both stations are BMB members. 


As for the front versus CBS 
radar, Hooper has just pacted a 
month-to-month deal with Albert 


Sindlinger of Philadelphia for use 
of the latter’s radar technique. 
which is claimed to have advan- 
‘tages over the CBS device. 

| Nor is this all Hooper thas up his 
‘sleeve. Still another project is 
‘afoot, but still is very much under 
|wraps. It sounds like a new attack 
‘on the BMB front. but Hooper 
jisn’t unecorking it yet. 











Reallocations 


Continued from page 30 


nels in 12 states and the District of 
|Columbia, the hearings are prob- 
,ably the most important for the 
'entire TV industry yet conducted. 
| States are listed alphabetically 
‘on the docket. With a pass from 
Alabama, Arizona and Arkansas. 
|California was first to enter the 
proceedings. Under direct exam- 
jination, Radio Diablo. which oper- 
lates a 50.000-watt FM transmitter 
,on Mt. Diablo, near San Jose, de- 
tailed its bid for a San Jose TV 
‘channel. RD prez Orrin H. Brown 
jexplained that the studio would be 
|located in San Jose but that the 
transmitter would be constructed 
|with the station’s FM transmitter 
jatop Mt. Diablo. 

| Under the FCC reallocation pro- 
posals, Sam Jose would get channel 
[3% with channels 8 and 12 reserved 
|for Stockton, Calif. RD’s proposal 
for a strong TV transmitter, which 
would blanket that section of 
northern California, would inter- 
fere with channel 12 at Stockton. 
absorbing both channels. it’s 
\claimed. FCC engineer Hart Coop- 
erthwaite, as the first witness, ap- 
peared to oppose the RD bid on 
the grounds of mutual interference. 
This interference would be so 
great, he testified, “‘as to render the 
two _applications mutually exclu- 
sive. 

Brown listed the principal stock- 
holders in his outfit as himself, J. 
A. McCullough and W. W. Eitel. 
| McCullough and Eitel, he said, 
,control Eitel- McCullough, Inc., 
|which manufactures Eimac radio 
tubes. Firm has developed a tube, 
recently set up on KSBR-FM, us- 
ing a 50 kw. transmitter, which is 
now the only one on a regular FM 
band anywhere in the country. If 
RD gets its TV channel, Brown de- 
clared, not only will it operate the 
Station but will also develop tubes 














in the operation that. can benefit 
the entire TV industry. 

Counsel for Edwin H. Pauley’s 
Tele-California, which is bidding 
for a channei in San Francisco, at- 
tempted to oppose the granting of 
channel 12 to Stockton on the 
grounds that it would interfere 
with the available Frisco channels. 
Testimony was ruled out, however, 
because it was offered after the 
FCC-imposed deadline for the 
hearings. . This would indicate, 
consequently, that the FCC will at- 





tempt to wind up the hearings rap- 
idly and not let them drag out. 

| Next to take the stand was 
|'WNHC-TV, New Haven, Conn., 
i\which is operating on channel 6. 
|FCC proposes to convert the chan- | 
| nel from a community to metro- 
|politan status, which would give 
| WNHC-TV a chanee to boost its 
ipower. Move is epposed, however, 
by Poughkeepsie (‘N. Y.) News- 
papers, Inc., which claim that chan- 
nel 6 is the only one available to | 
| Poughkeepsie and a beost in the 
New Haven power would overtap | 
and cause interference in Pough- | 
keepsie. | 
If the switch in status is made, | 
|the newspaper chain wants to re- | 
|serve channel 6 in Poughkeepsie | 
juntil such time as directional TV | 
lantennas are feasible. If New| 
|Haven remains on a community | 
basis, however, its power would not 
ibe enough to interfere with chan- 
nel 6.in Poughkeepsie. WNHC-TV | 
engineer Garrow Ray, testifying in | 
direct examination, said the boost 
in power would permit his station | 
to service more than 300,000) 
people. 








jin the WABD job. 
inow devote his entire attention to 





Continued from page 31 


of tele, becomes CBS-TV manager 
of program development. 

Kraber is to head up WABD's 
studio remote crews and the sta- 
tion’s entire programming staff. A 
former CBS exec assistant in 
charge of shortwave division oper- 
ations, he fills a post at DuMont 
that’s been vacant for some time. 


| Job has been handled recently by 


James L. Caddigan, program chiei 
for the DuMont web, who's doubied 
Caddigan will 


longrange network programming 
policies. 

CBS appointments, according io 
the web's tele veepee J. L. Van 


| Volkenburg, point up CBS plans 


for intensive expansion of its net- 
work TV activities. New develop- 
mental jobs held by Moskovics and 


| Miner will give the web a chance 


to service fully all sponsors, while 
experimenting in new program and 
sales ideals. Duo will also aid the 
web in effecting closer cooperation 


| with CBS-TV affiliates. 
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ABC Biz 


t_=es Continued from page 29 —— 





of bankrolling, but a new show 
hasn’t been slotted. 
It is also learned that General 


Mills, ABC’s heaviest spender, may 
drop the axe on both “Green 
Hornet” and “Famous Jury Trials,” 


Des | 


,although a final decision hasn't 
j | been reached. The cereal packager 
| has just picked up a quarter-hour 
| of ABC’s “Breakfast Club” (which 
| Toni dropped) and is reported mull- 
{ing whether the budget will stand 
switched to a British redcoat who! this addition without parings else- 
sounded the hunt with Attucks as! where. 
{quarry. In flashbacks to Attuck’s | Coming in the wake of Kelloge’s 
progress from slavery 20 years sudden lopping off of “Galen 
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earlier, the drama sprinted on tO) Drake” and a 15-minute tab on 


the point where redcoat bullets | «preakfast in Hollywood.” the 


° i } 4 
dropped him on the Boston snow. american Oil cancellation and 
Several jolted 


anachronisms cropped | General Mills’ uncertainty 

|up but they were minor and ob-| agc’ers. Other recent bankroller 
|scure. Drum and organ worked | jocses sustained by the Web include 
effectively on original music by! payye (for Henry Morgan), Ameri 
| Richard Shores. , Series, produced cam Ex ress (for “V — oe — 
|in cooperation with the Chieago | ~*" aaa “M — Vee eee). Nox- 
| Defender. a Negro newspaper, will | ©™4 ‘for ayor of the Town”), 


use both white and sepia actors.| ®ed Heart (for “Lassie”), John 

Batt. Hancock (for “Point Sublime’), 

| Bosco (for “Land of the Lost”), 

| Wesson Oil, Camels, Nestle’s and 

CONVENTION REPORT | National Biscuit Co. (for. Paul 
With Phil Roster, Malvin Schech- Whiteman). 


ter; Jack O'Reilly, announcer | 
Producer: Bill Berns | 
15 Mins.; Sunday (27), 16:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR, N. Y. 


The axings add up to four and a 
| quarter hours. Against this. the 
_ web has inked new bankrolling for 
ere — of time. selling out 
ma ! “Sto t M - ic” 
Spurring on the next generation | Gold. Speidel. i a ey 
of newspapermen, WOK armed a pacting General Foods for ‘ sa 
ware vol Mec nae of the N. Y./ Meredith Willson show. and Fruc- 
e school journalism | nout: Taller and the Arebi 
$s vian- 


awards with a wire recorder and * 
gave them carte blanche to pro-| 4™erican Oil Co. for quarter-hour 
newscasts. . 


duce a show out of the Republican 
National Convention. Result was 
this 15-minute program’ which 
didn’t even have freshness to com- 
pensate for the amateurishness of 
the youngsters. 

The kids just didn't have an an- 
gle for their approach to the con- 
vention. They missed a great op- 
portunity in failing to use the 
Young Republican chairman’s 
greeting to them as a takeoff for 
a murderous lampoon on _ the 
blarney, buncombe and bembast 
that ran riot at Philadelphia. The 
kids were on the verge of treating 
this affair as a circus but were 
trapped by respectability and con- 
servatism. Their elders perform 
in that style more effectively. 
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“Ed here will shortly tear 2 telephone pole in half 
. —with the aid of Wheaties, of course.” 
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RYND TIME’ NO TIME 
~~ FOR ‘GET RICH QUICK’ 


What's referred to around ABC 
as “Rynd time,” being the daylight- 
saving schedule of tape-recorded 

laybacks worked out by veepee 
Charles E. Rynd, snafued the web's 
department plan to run in a “Get 
Rich Quick” giveaway as one of 
two 30-minute replacements for 
Paul Whiteman’s afternoon hour. 
Quizzer involves phone calls to 


Client Wants Live Show 
On Upper N.Y. State Web 


Joe Weed, of Weed & Co., has 
advised a’ group of upper New 
York stations that he has a client 
for a live show on a regional net- 
work if they can get together and 
furnish the lines. Al Godwin, of 
WNDR, Syracuse, is heading up 
the inter-station discussions on | 
Weed’s proposition. | 

Group would include WBET, | 








listeners and Coast dialers, listen- 
ing to the show on a delayed play- 
back, consequently would be cut 
out of competition. 

There’s a possibility the stanza 
will be skedded, however, as a 
nighttimer, when it may be possible 
to feed it live to the Coast. Mean- 
time, a musical show out of Chi- 
cago teed off Monday (28) in the 
4 p.m. slot. The 3:30-4 period, as 
initially planned, was taken over 
by “Second Honeymoon.” 

Latter show, scripted by the 
Charles King Productions office 
and directed by ABC staffer Jack 
Cleary, is being emceed temporari- 
ly by Bert Parks. He may not con- 
tinue, as he already has a heavy 
emceeing sked, including “Stop the 
Music” and “Break the Bank.” 


Bob Buckley to B&B 


Robert W. Buckley, formerly se- 
nior account executive with Dan- 
cer, Fitzgerald & Sample, joined 





Benton & Bowles Monday (28). He | 


is slated to replace Ted Steele in 
the business management of B&B’s 
radio department. 

Steele, a v.p., who has been man- 
ager of the agency’s radio opera- 


tions for seven years, has been | 
assigned to take over for B&B on | 


the Coast Aug. 1. 





Dismiss AFRA-WCKY Suit 


Cincinnati, June 29. 


Suit by the American Federation | 
of Radio Artists against L. B. Wil- | 
son, Inc., operator of WCKY, over | 
a labor controversy was dismissed | 


last week when U. S. District 
Judge John H. Druffel refused the 
appeal of the union’s Cincy Local 


| Rochester, 
| Mutual affiliates, which Weed rep- | 


and WEBR, Buffalo. | 


resents in the selective radio field. | 
Stations interested have come up 


jwith three periods, all of which | 


have been, according to Weed, | 
okayed by the unnamed client, and | 
the next move is for the outlets 
to work out a line cost* sharing 


| arrangement. Schenectady, June 29. 





-WOR’S 506 GIVEAWAY 
‘PRESIDENTIAL KITTY’ 


A $50,000 cash (in savings bonds) 
| giveaway with an election - year 
|Slant is getting serious gandering 
|from WOR, N. Y. 
| Stanza, called “Pick the Pres- 
jident” and owned by a Jackson 
| Heights, N. Y., resident named 
| William A. Jones, involves phone 
| calls to listeners on which an event 
is recalled, or an old song played 
;ete., and the dialer asked to guess 
who was President at the time. A 
$20,000 “Presidential kitty” and a 
$30,000 “Presidential purse” (both 
sums in bonds) would be posted and 
$100 bonds divvied out of the kitty 
each week to listeners answering 
correctly. 

On election night next Novem- 
ber, or during election week if the 
| Show didn’t air that night, entire 
balance in the purse and kitty— 
,something in excess of $30,000 
, worth of bonds—would be awarded 
ito a lucky listener. 








Houston—Duncan Coffee Co., is 
sponsoring a new quarter-hour 
| series each day Monday through 
Friday which originates from the 


| studios of KPRC here and carried | 


| by member stations of the Texas 


| Quality Network. Programs are 


Phantom Sponsor 

Springfield, Ill., June 29. 

Wilford J. Kramer is doing 
his “Upon Reflection” gab on 
WCVS here for a twice-a-week 
sponsor who has gone out of 
business, at least temporarily. 


NAB Blueprints Series of Workshops 
As Highlight of District Meetings 





a ee is “4 oe meee + Washington, June 29. 
o., Springfie epart- . : . 

ment store, whose establish- C ddard NBC Settle | The National Assn. of Broad 

ment burned to the ground 0 . ‘easters plans workshop sessions on 


May 2. Store won’t reopen its 
doors until at least next Janu- 
ary—but has extended Kram- 
er’s contract through 1949. 


786 Suit Out of Court 


A $78,270 breach of contract suit 
|brought by announcer Don God- 
dard against NBC was settled out 


Leighton, Nelson Wrangle of court, according to papers filed 


in N. Y. federal court last week. 
On WSNY (Albany) Control In withdrawing the action, 
& , ithe plaintiff’s attorney, Alfred S. 
Julien, stated the settlement was 
Following Agency Splitup | een. agreed to by ail parties 
}concerned. No amount was stipu- 
The Leighton and Nelson Agen- | lated in the papers. 
cy, formed in 1936 by two men| Goddard’s suit came as the after- 
|who had been WGY’s first commer-| math of his alleged dismissal in 
cial managers, dissolved last week | 1946 by NBC after he made re- 
| (23), George R. Nelson opening | marks on the air against the late 
his own advertising concern and | Congressman Rankin. At that time 
| Winslow R. Tiny) Leighton assum- |the announcer was pacted for four 
‘ing operation of six-year-old | air shows and his $78,270 damage 
| WSNY. 'action represented the monies due 
| Nelson announced that he would | him had he remained an NBC 
|eontest before FCC Leighton’s tak- |spieler in good standing. 
ling control of the 250-watt inde- | 
|pendent station. He has engaged 


former Judge Daniel H. Prior, of | TRIB-WOR AWARD MAY 


Albany, as attorney. WSNY, which | 














[Nejgon managed. has been a con’! PROVE GLOBAL JUNKET 


to local radio circles. | N. Y. Herald Tribune-WOR 
| Leighton appointed Wally Dun-/|(N. Y.) Annual High School Jour- 
)can, once with WGY and later with | nalism Award contest may develop 
| WNEW, as general manager of |a four-way One World Flight next 
| WSNY. Ed A ben. ee fo Pt |year. Plans are in the talk stage 
Sy tid Boe Cridie, éentd way between the station and news- 
SO | agin, , | paper to send the four 1949 win- 
assistant farm director, and oldest | ners (selected from graduating 
|employee of Leighton & Nelson. _| classes of New York City public 
a i on a oo 
“ circling junket. They would sen 
| ‘Better Half’ Expanding | back articles for the Herald Trib 
WOR’s (N. Y.) “Better Half,” | and wire-record material for WOR 
starring Tiny Ruffner, will debut | broadcasts. 

on the Mutual web Aug. 19 for a 
month’s warmup prior to its spon-| tion, recently concluded, were 
sorship by Volupte, Inc., manufac-| dispatched to the Republican con- 
turer of compacts. vention in Philadelphia last week 
' Show will take over the 8:30) to wire-record and put together, 
| Thursday spot currently occupied} as they saw fit, a half-hour docu- 
‘by “Talent Jackpot.” Volupte will| mentary stanza for WOR. They'll 








1109 from the court’s recent ruling |titled “Coffee Shop” and m.c.’d by pick up the tab Sept. 16. Agency | do the same at the Demo conclave 


of dismissal. 


| Jim Sanders. 


jis Hirshon-Garfield. next month. 


Winners of this year’s competi- | 


|programs, sales, employee-employ- 
‘er relations, research, music and 


{legal problems this summer and 


‘fall at district meetings. 

NAB staffers will include: Hardéid 
Fair, program department director; 
| Richard P. Doherty, employee-em- 

ployer relations department direc- 
tor; Don Petty, general counsel; 
Hugh M. P. Higgins, broadcast ad- 
vertising department assistant di- 
rector; and Dr. Kenneth H. Baker, 
iresearch department director. Pres- 
‘ident Justin Miller,~executive vice- 
‘president A. D. Willard, Jr., and 
| secretary-treasurer Cc. E. Arney 
| will attend some sessions. 

| - Divided into two series, the first 
| meetings will begin July 26 for 
| District 4 at the Greenbrier, White 
|Sulphur Springs, W. Va. The rest 
| of the schedule is: District 3 at the 
| Bellevue-Stratford hotel, Philadel- 
|phia, July 29-30; District 1, Som- 
lerset hotel, Boston, August 2-3; 
| District 2, Hotel Sheraton, Roches- 
iter, N. Y. Aug. 5-6; Districts 7 and 
'8, French Lick Springs, French 
Lick, Ind., Aug. 9-10; District 9, 
Palmer House, Chicago, Aug. 12- 
13; Districts 1 and 12, Meuhlebach 
hotel, Kansas City, Aug. 16-17; 
| District 11, Radisson hotel, Min- 
neapolis, Aug. 19-20. 

Available details on the second 
‘series are: District 14, Mammoth 
ihotel, Yellowstone National Park, 
|Wyo., Sept. 8, 9, 10; District 17, 
|Davenport hotel, Spokane, Wash., 
| Sept. 13-14; District 15, St. Francis 
ihotel, San Francisco, Sept. 16-17; 
| District 16, Los Angeles, Sept. 20- 
21. 

Meetings will be Interrupted by 
ithe NBC affiliates session at Sun 
'Valley, Ida., week Sept. 26, and 
lresume Oct. 4-5 in District 13, 
|Blackstone “hotel, Forth Worth; 
|District 6, Buena Vista hotel, 
| Biloxi, Miss., Oct. 11-12; and Dis- 
trict 5, Biltmore hotel, Atlanta, 
‘Oct. 14-15. 
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(along with his two evening pr 


first time in his colossal career! 


millions.” Gentlemen, we’re no 


won’t need fancy selling. Still, 

about it, the number 

is LOngacre 4-8000. 

—heard by the most people 
where the most people are 

mutual 


GABE. in a new hit. in person. 


in the daytime. 


GENTLEMEN, we're not selling. We're telling. 


Come Fall... Gabe the Great will go daytime 


ograms) for the 


Says Variety: “Heatter ... one-man topdrawing card 
... with the upcoming 5-times-a-week program . . . it’s 


estimated he’s in line for an audience of additional 


t selling. We’re telling. 


“Gabriel Heatter’s Mail Bag”, live, 12:45 to 1 daily, 


if you’d like to chin 





£ 
ee | 





36 RABis ° 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 30, 1948 








| 'Fraen the Production Cenlzes 


FOtdoee 





IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Two web program veepees, “Bud” Barry of ABC and Phil Carlin of 
Mutual, taking their summer siestas... George Monaghan is getting 
his wife, Norah, English model and actress, up with him these ayems 
to trade banter on his earlybird WOR show....WOR’s Dorothy & Dick 
don’t like the “Brunch” title of their Sunday airer and are running a 
contest for a new tag ...WNBC’s and WNBT’s Bob Smith silenced by 
laryngitis... Nicki Burnett, nat’l exec secretary of the Radio Directors 
Guild, praying for an alarm, now that he’s a volunteer fireman in up- 
state Brewster... Hal Davis, Kenyon & Eckhardt’s chief flack, commut- 
ing to Brewster for the summer....Comedy whodunit, “The Man 
From Oklahoma,” now going the agency rounds, stars Cal Tinney as 
a hick dick prowling in Manhattan. Peter Dixon scripts. 

Freelance scripter Sylvia Berger at Martha’s Vineyard .. Evelyn 
Peirce, Compten agency daytime radio head, back to work after re- 
covering from concussion and knee injury received in an auto accident 
_...WLIB, which recently aired an all-day salute to Israel, prepping 
a similar splurge for “My America” on July 4....Wedding bells soon 
for Hank Jansen of CBS photos and Betty Hart... Other CBSers 
headed up middle aisle are Linda Casazza, sec’y to press info chief 
George Crandall, in August, and Mary Caparelli, aide to CBS mag 
division head Dorothy Leffler, in July .. Sidney Slon has joined Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan as script editor... BBDO’s Len Carey back from a Maine 
honeymoon with his bride, former Shirley Welton of Calif .. Bob 
Davis, radio director of Carl Byoir & Associates, and Virginia Todahl 
married Friday (25) at Riverside Church. They're on a fishing honey- 
moon at Saranac Lake .. CBS’ “You Are There” vacations for six 
weeks following its July 4 episode. Replacement will be “Return 
Engagement,” which will present four dramatic stanzas selected from 
the web’s outstanding performances of past years, plus two “actuality” 
airers based on material gathered by special events chief Lee Bland 
during recent tour of the Caribbean Biow’s John Hamm off to the 
Coast with Martin Straus, Eversharp prexy, to discuss new jackpot 
gimmick with Garry Moore for “Take It Or Leave It."”. Hamm also will 
look over fall lineup. 

William Wallace, recently with John E. Pearson radio reps, has joined 
Frederic Ziv e.t. operation as Minnesota agent Jo..: Sylvester, lead 
in Toni’s “Nora Drake,” taking fortnight off to play lead in Elia Kazan’s 
“Sundown Beach” at Westport, Conn., and Marblehead, Mass. The 
Ron Dawsons (he’s announcer on “Joyee Jordan” and “Young Dr. 
Malone” and she’s actress Ruth Miller) expecting in October. ... John 
Kiernan and family will spend the summer in Kent, Conn. Staats 
Cotswerth on fifth anni airer of “Casey, Crime Photographer” July 8, 
will present Graflex Camera’s “diamond award” to Boston Herald’s 
Pulitzer-winning lenser Frank Cushing. Cotsworth also will get a 
Graflex citation for stimulating interest in shutter-snapping Murial 
Campana, sec’y to John Hunley in CBS Shortwave, wed to Stanley J. 
Sury Sunday (27)....Mutual sent out shiny pennies to blurb its “Three 
for the Money” teeoff Saturday (26) .. Jacques Fray, WQXR disque 
jacquey, has picked up his third French sponsor, Noilly Pratt vermouth. 
Already has the French Line and French Nat'l Tourist Office, and adds 
Coty in the fall....“Dr. Christian” tonight (Wed.) to pick up Jean 
Hersholt and Louella Parsons via shortwave from Denmark. Arthur 
Richardson, Chesebrough (sponsor) prexy, also ticketed to speak. 

Grove Labs, a heavy spot spender, has shifted its billings from Duane 
Jones to Gardner agency. -..Robin Morgan, WOR-Mutual moppet, to 
do a record album retailing kiddie siories .. N. Y. friends just getting 
word of the death of Tommy Townsend, CBS flack during the war, at 
Wellfleet, Mass., three weeks ago Dick Dudley’s new 11:15 p.m. 
Monday show on WNBC going to three-a-week Red Benson is taking 
over the emcee chores on WOR-Mutual’s “Movie Matinee” quiz, owing 
to Johnny Olsen’s heavy commitments on ABC and elsewhere. Show, 
which initially originated from the Palace theatre, Times Sq., but lately 
has come out of WOR’s Guild Theatre studio, will tour RKO nabe film 
houses ...Peter Martin, associate script editor at NBC, has shifted 
over to a similar post at ABC. He’s handling continuity on “The Sea 
Hound,” new half-hour show heard three times weekly and two ‘times 
weekly on alternating weeks. 

WHN’s Jo Ranson getting away from it all for a couple of weeks up 
Murray Bay (Canada) way....Seeman Bros. picking up the tab on 
WOR's “Boston Blackie” show, which R&H Beer recently dropped . 
Paul Whiteman escaped with a few cuts when his car hit a tree in N. J. 
while he was en route to Philly. for an engagement at the Click res- 
taurant. His ABC cross-the-boarder had already been waxed for the 
term of his absence .. Morris Novik talking on “Labor in Radio” to- 
morrow (Thurs.) at NYU’s Radio Workshop... Lois Green, ex-WNEW, 
and Arnold Peyser, Dave Alber flack, wed last Sunday (27). 

James P. O'Neill, “We, the People” scripter, due home today (Wed.) 
from New York hospital, after appendectomy. He'll work on next 
week's script from home .. Kay Brown, formerly with the Young & 
Rubicam radio department, has quit her Chicago magazine job and is 
summering at Providence .. Blanche Gaines and Tom Taggart have 
obtained radio rights to the “Pollyanna” and “Ann of Green Gables” 
siories and are readying them as kid serials. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Walter Lurie, Mutual's executive producer. has ordered a new com- 
edy format for Jim Backus, which is being whipped up by a passel of 
journeyman wits and to be produced by Sam Pierce, late coast radio 





head of Ruthrauff & Ryan. Lurie’s work is cut out for him—more 
shows from Hollywood for the network—and he’s fine-combing every- 
thing that’s around loose ... Andy Potter of the Esty production staff is 
now a fuli-fiedged “ham,” having been licensed by FCC. His call let- 
ters are WSYS, which he signatures as “yours sincerely”... .Betty 
Mears, for the past two years on NBC writing staff, moved over to 
Russel Seeds agency, where she'll develop ideas and programs for tele- 
vision. She’s the first femme to go all out for TV. ...Cal Kuhl heading 
for New York to take a coupla shots at directing the televised Kraft 


dramatic show. Earl Ebi, who has been east boning up on TV, returns 
to Holiywood for vacation and then to ready the Charlie McCarthy 
piece for the fall. ...Elkan Allen, who has done about everything there 
is to do on BBC in London, trailered in with his wife in quest of 
material for his tome, “American Way of Radio,” which will be texted 
for the British trade... John Hamm rubbing noggins with Jack Runyon 
at the Biow agency on new program ideas for the fall. 


James Stewart and David Butler will be the visiting experts on “Let's 


Talk Hollywood,” summer standby for Jack Benny starting off with a | 


bang July 4 ...Gil Faust, late of Chicago serials, on summer relief at 
KECA as writer-producer.. 
project with his brother and back at the microphones....Les Mitchel 
moved his production headquarters to the broad acres of his Suniand 
ranch, far from the madding distractions of the urbans ... Bill Law- 
rence made tracks for Minneapolis after his last Screen Guild Players 
broadcast to attend a class reunion at U of M....Steve Alien not only 
ribbed the CBS commentators on his KNX comedy show but had a 
couple of them, Nelson Pringle and Chet Huntley, help him out 
Jack Fine closed his artists agency here and will concentrate on his 
N. Y. operation... Don Bernard taking his first vacation in six years, 
turning over summer direction of “Blondie” to Glenhall Tayior.... 
Charles Luckman stopped over for a visit with Bob Hope and then 
headed south for a vacation on his ranch .. Larry Berns auditioning 
every type of talent for the Mickey Rooney “Hollywood Showcase,” 
which he produces. He also cut a record of Eve Arden’s ‘Our Miss 
Brooks,” which may take over half of the Lux time this summer 
Paul Dudley's “Steve Canyon,” based on the Milton Caniff comic strip. 
gets the wax treatment as half hour dramatic show. Dudley writes 
and produces, with Jim Burton directing. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Russ Stebbins, formerly with Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample, added to 
WBBM’s sales staff... Frank Browne, who used to pound a beat for a 
trade mag here, now commercial manager of WENK, Union City, Tenn. 

..The Lone Ranger (Brace Beemer) stopping over to visit hospiial- 
ized kids Monday (28) while en route from Detroit to the frontier cele- 
bration at Cheyenne, Wyo. B'nai B’rith presenting its first annual 
Humanity Award to Don McNeill, m.c. of “Breakfast Club”.... Ed 
Hoerstman, ABC’s midwest engineering chief, off to N. Y. for a week’s 
tutoring in tele ...Hot feud raging between WBBM and WENR base- 
ballers, following latter’s protest over WBBM use of “ringers.” Officials 
of the Hucksters league upheld WENR, but WBBM sportscaster John 
Harrington told listeners that the WENR players weren't sportsmen. 
ABC-WENR announcer John Bryson has since penned stiff notes to 
Harrington and others at WBBM Herb Dover, Earl Waller, Bill 
Easley and Howard Driver added to NBC’s engineering staff... .Dr. 
Alexander Ellett, director of Zenith Radio’s engineering research, 
kudésed with the Presidential Medal of Merit for wartime services 
Myron Wallace and the Honey Dreamers quintet teed off with a new 
five-a-week and participationer, “For the Love of Mike,” via ABC 
Monday (28). 


Cynthia Cline, former Quiz Kid, wed Henry Curme Saturday (26). 
Couple will reside at Berkeley, Cal., where the groom attends the U. of 
C....Ten shows of “Welcome Travelers” being recorded so the cast 
can vacation, July 12-26 Members of the Cardinals pro football team 
and Chi radio rowers play a benefit softball game at Bidwill Stadium 
July 17, with proceeds going to the Fund for Spastic Children... Ed 
Kobak, MBS prexy, in town last week for huddles with Mutual account 
execs... .Radio eds throughout the country will receive baseballs auto- 
graphed by Dizzy Dean, who starts his sportscasting series on NBC July 
3 ee.” Borroff, former ABC veepee, set for a Lake Michigan jaunt in 
his new cruiser early in July . Bob Hope guested on the WIND disk 
show of his old chum, Marty Hogan, during his stopover here... . Five- 
hea “Let's Have Fun,” has been renewed on WGN by Goldblatt 

ros. 


FRY, AYERS ELEVATED | Merriman’s Blank Check 
IN ABC SALES SETUP Minneapolis, June 29. 


, Randy Merriman, one of the 
ABC further realigned its radio- KSTP announcers and emcees, has 


tele sales setup yesterday by up- : 
ping Tom. Fry, eastern sales man-|€€? Placed in charge of the sta- 


ager, to director of network radio tion's 6:30-6:45 p.m. time spot five 
sales. a ore who went days a week to use for any kind 
over recently from Ruthrauff & | ; 
Ryan to an aceount exec’s position ed a ae Weenen 2 voptage hewn 
at ABC, was appointed eastern was given the deal as an induce- 
sales manager. j}ment to remain with KSTP after 
Last week the net named Slocum | having received an offer from com- 
“Buzz” Chapin eastern television peting station WCCO. 
sales manager. Both the tele and Deal provides that whatever pro- 
radio sales staffs are being aug- gram Merriman develops he’ll own 
mented, sales veepee Fred Throw- | and he’s guaranteed control of the 
er announced. | choice time spot. 





Truman Bradley completed a real estate | 
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Workshops 


Continued from page 28 


in radio education are on the fac- 
ulty and include Dr. I. Keith Ty- 
ler, director of radio education, 
Ohio State U.; Mrs. Kathleen Lar- 
die, radio director of Deiroit, 
Mich., public schools; Miss Mar- 
guerite Fleming, radio consultant 
of St. Louis public schools; Mrs. 
Martha May Beyer, radio director 
of Lindenwood College, St. Charles, 
Mo.. and Ben Wilson, KMOX’s 
continuity director. 

Students of the course will re- 
|eeive two hours of college credit. 











Top Talent at Adelphi 

Impressive array of radio, music, 
drama and other creative arts fig- 
ures has been lined up for lecture 
roles in a summer seminar which 
got under way last week at Adelphi 
College in Garden City, L. L, N.Y. 
It'll be a six-week series of daily 
sessions, the first to be held on 
this Long Island campus. 

In conjunction, half a dozen 
scholarships in radio writing have 
been set up. They'll entitle re- 
cipients to study at Adelphi during 
ihe coming fall-winter terms. Ap- 
plicants are asked to write to Joe 
Liss, care of Adelphi. Liss, play- 
wright and scripter, lately has been 
a writer on CBS’ “You Are There.” 

Victor Jacoby, legit director, is 
directing the seminar. In addition 
to Jacoby and Liss, the list of 
lectures at daily sessions includes 
Burten Rascoe, on creative writing; 
{Charles Harrell, eastern program 
manager of the ABC network; 
Martin Manger, NBC _ producer; 
Flora Schreiber, radio writer and 
former drama critic of the Players 
magazine, and Howard Kester, 
writer. 

One-shot lectures are scheduled 
to be delivered or already have 
been made by Robert Shayon, Joba 
Golden, Eddie Dowling, Rockwell 
Kent, Rise Stevens, Earle McGill, 
Norman Rosten, Paul Creston, 
Wynn Wright, Herbert Graf and 
Sterling Fisher. 

Five radio dramatic shows will 
be produced during the seminar 
and aired over a L. I. station 
Sianzas will be Fletcher Markle’s 
“Sometime Every Summertime,” 
Lucille Fletcher's “Hitchhiker,” 
|Nelson Bond's “Johnny Cartwright” 
jand Liss’ “Story in Downtown 
'Commons” and “Fanny Kemble.” 
}A full-length play by Liss, “Time 
jis a Kind Friend,” also will be 
| produced. 








Hub Workshop Appointments 
on, June 29. 
Ben. A. Hudelson, WBZ-WBZA 
educational director and Thomas C. 
Sawyer, WBZ-TV producer, have 
been named instructors in Bosten 
College Summer Workshop, giving 


pressional Arts. 





Indiana U. Conference 
Bloomington, Ind., June 29. 
Wayne Coy, FCC chairman, will 

be the principal speaker at the 
second annual conference of ra- 
dio in education at Indiana Uni- 
versity July 29-30. Other speakers 
will include Sterling Fisher, NBC 
adviser in public affairs and edu- 
|cation programs, and Ben Park, 
public service program producer. 
Conference will be split into 
four panels in which broadcasters 
and educators will discuss radio’s 
impact on the elementary school, 
adolescent and adult levels. Ex- 
hibits, featuring latest develop- 
ments in radio and sound equip- 
ment, will bet set up by manu- 
facturers and distributors. 


> J * 
NBC’s News Quizzer 

A sort of “Information Please” 
on current news, with Bob Trout 
as the question thrower, is being 
whipped together in the NBC 
newsroom to preem on the web 
Friday (2) as a summer filler in the 
8:30-9 segment. 

Panel of four will try to guess 
the authors. of quotes from the 
news of the past week. In the ini- 
tialer, the quartet will be Leland 
Stowe, author and foreign corre- 
spondent; Robert Ruark, Scripps- 
Howard columnist, and NBC’s 
Mary Margaret McBride and John 
Swayze. Swayze and Ruark or 
Stowe may be permanent panel 
members. 

Fred Friendly, who cooked up 
the show, will script. 





> 





Rochester, N. ¥.— WARC, local 
ABC outlet, has signed a contract 
with the American Federation ef 

Artists, 





Radio covering staff an- 
ian ew ae 


six-week course at School of Ex-. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 
The section in the new CBS presentation on relative network listener 
costs which seems to have made quite an impression on agency men 
is the one showing the shift of local audiences toward non-network 
stations. For this work CBS staked off the station shares of audiences 
in the Nielsen Radio indicies from January, 1947, through February, 
1948, during which 600 new outlets came on the air, and found that 
the stations collectively that didn’t lose out to non-affiliates were 
these on the CBS roster. 
Here’s how those station shares of total listeners stood: 


Jan. '47 Feb. '48 
SE “GRSUb Gs: «dbs av Sybase es Cue EeeS 28.4 25.7 
SD eWbOu On teseu ees oosedeesdes skits 23.6 24.5 
PS BRO Peer eee ot Ee re 17.8 16.4 
ES ee eee 13.0 12.7 
NE ne oe ae 17.2 20.7 





Taint so that WNEW, N. Y., with its upcoming “You Can Lese Your 
Shirt” show (which contestants will pay to get on), initiated the idea of 
a charities-benefiting “takeaway,” retorts John S. Hayes of WINX, 


Washington, D.C. Hayes ‘ex-WQXR, N.Y.) reports Jay Owen is emeee- | 


ing a WINX stanza called “Anything Goes” in which listeners, called 
on the phone, have to send him a gift if he cannot answer any question 
they ask. So far he’s contributed two truckloads of stuff to the Salva- 
tion Army. Sequence has been running about five weeks. 

In rebuttal, WNEW’ers point out that “Anything Goes” happens to 
be the title ‘and has fer months) of Raeburn & Finch’s early ayem 
show on the N. Y. indie and that, 'way back last March, F&H ran a 
“takeaway” which netted them 1,500 gifts from dialers. 





Joseph A. Moran, vice-president of Young & Rubicam, who got inte 
the radio business because of his phenomenal record as a slogan-con- 
test winner, has been debunked in his own household. Recently, when 
his two children, Tonny, 11, and Nikki, 7, wondered about the old 
man's feat, Mrs. Moran suggested they enter a contest themselves. 
After some discussion, it was agreed that the whole family would 
eom pete. 

Result: Tony won an Indian arrowhead for identifying Indian head- 
dresses and tribal marks: Nikki collected a Dagweod sandwich ‘an 
alleged musical instrument) for coloring a Blendie-Dagwood picture 
distributed by a film house; Mrs. Moran (‘actress Thelma Ritter) won 
six months’ free Radio Registry service for a 50-word essay en same, 
and the vice-prez failed to get even honorable mention in a slogan 
contest. 





Mutual sales boys are making sure prospective bankrollers and 
their agencies bend an ear to the web’s new “Three fer the Money” 
giveaway. Hal Coulter and other briefeasers last Saturday (26), dur- 
ing the show’s preem, got seven N.Y. advertiser and agency execs on 
the phone and engaged them in a little side game of three-fer-the- 
money. 

Prizes consisted of fountain pens, golf balls, table lighters, etc. 
Every one of the contestants won something—anatch. 





net failed to carry the second ballot of the GOP presidential nomina- 
tions. Instead of “Alabama casts nine votes for Dewey and five votes 
fer Taft,” ABC listeners heard Paul Whiteman’s platter chatter. Situa- 
tion was aggravated by the fact that the three other nets were all 
pouring it on from Philly. Whiteman was highly expendable, claimed 
ABC station managers, since his disk session was set for Friday ‘25) 
cancellation. 





Broadcast Measurement Bureau estimates that between January, 1946, 
and January of this vear, the number of U. S. radio-owning families 


Bumper Crop 
Hollywood, June 29. 
Johnny Appleseed might 
sound like something off the 
farm, but to Dennis Day it 
spells big business. Booked 
twice on Carnation program 
at guest fee of $5,000 to sing 
the character number he did 
for Walt Disney, NBC pre- 
empted the time on both 
broadcasts for the politicos. 
The tab was on the network 
as Day did his turn for the 
studio audience while ‘the 
mikes stood cold. 








} 
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ACKERMAN IN LANDRY 


| SPOT ON PLANS BOARD 


William C. Ackerman, director 
,Of the CBS reference division, is 
| now sitting with the program plans 
| board, acting as secretary but so 
| far without the title. This is the 
| title recently—and temporarily— 


ci by Robert J. Landry. 





_ Chairman of the board is Wil- 
jliam S. Paley and present mem- 
| bers include prexy Frank Stanton, 
|Joseph Ream, Davidson Taylor, 
| William Fineshriber, William Git- 
| tiger. James M. Seward, Robert 
| Man, Hubbell Robinson, Robert P. 
| Heller, Jack Van Volkenberg and 
| Osear Katz. 


J&J on the Prowl For 
Labor-Management Show 


| Robert Johnson, prez of Johnson 
| & Johnson, manufacturers of gauze 
and other medical supplies, wants 
,to bankroll a radio program which 
| would bring labor and manage- 
‘ment leaders together to diseuss 
‘their mutual problems teward 
reaching a better understanding. 








| He’s talking such a deal with 
| WOR, N. Y., tentative idea being 
Ser J&J to sponsor a 15-minute 
Many ABC affiliates burned the wires last Thursday (24) when the Portege gen gg gra nome 











Monitoring the Foreign Countries 








(Following is news of radio in 
various nations as monitored from 
their official broadcasts by the 
U. S. Government.) 

Washington, June 29. 

Japan: Japan will set up its own 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, according to U. S. monitors; 
the bill has been sent to the Na- 
tional Diet. A committee of five 
will be appointed by the Premier, 
subject to approval by the Diet. 
Terms will be for five years. Con- 
sent of the committee will be re- 
quired for the license or construc- 
tion of new broadcasting stations. 


Broadcasting is divided into two 
categories, public and private. The 
bill provides for a special corpora- 
tion, Japan Broadcasting Corp. 
with president and vice president 
appointed by the committee. 

The Broadcasting Corp. carries 
on public broadcasting, and at the 
same time the international broad- 
casting, and colleets the listening- 
in fees from those having the equip- 
ment for receiving broadcasts: The 
corporation is prohibited from all 
broadeasts for business enterprises. 
The present corp. is to be dissolved 
and succeeded by a new one. 


Private broadcasting must re- 
ceive the permission of the com- 
mittee which examines applica- 
tions and grants stations only when 
their legality has been recognized. 
Private broadcasters cannot collect 
the reception fees, but will be run 
solely on advertising fees. 

The broadcasting bill limits the 
term of validity of permits for 
broadcast stations to five years. 

Belgium: The radio commissions 
of eight countries whieh met re- 
cently in Brussels have reconvened 
at Copenhagen. The meeting open- 
ed last Thursday (24) and is an 
international conference in charge 


‘of the distribution of medium and 





shortwave lengths for European 
stations. 

Argentina: The first Inter-Amer- 
iean Congress on radio broadcast- 
ing will eonvene in Buenos Aires 
tomorrow (30). 


Chile: The Ministry of Interior 
has named a commission te study 
some changes in the present rules 
on radio transmissions. These serv- 
ices are no longer under the juris- 
diction of the Secretary General of 
Government, and in the future will 
be subject to new rules. 


Heatter Talent Scouting 
For WOR “Magic Curtain’ 


Gabriel Heatter’s yen to emcce 
an amateur hour shew is so keen 
that he’s going to devote his up- 
coming vg ition to final prepping 
of the ~“Magie Curtain” talent 
audition stanza long in the works 
at WOR, N.Y. 

Richard DuBois, a magician by 
profession, is working as talent 
seout for the show and auditions 
are being conducted on a daily 
basis. Trial sequence of the show 
to cut an audition platter is slated 
to be run off July 7. Stanza may 
hit WOR ether late in July or 
early in August. 








Philadelphia — Michael Ritten- 
house resigned as night manager 
of WIP recently to aecept a posi- 
tion handling sales promotion in 
this area for the Berlo Vending 
Co., theatre refreshment conces- 
sion outfit. Contrary to a previ- 
ous report; Boyd Lawlor was not 
appointed as Rittenhouse’s sueces- 
ser, but step in temporarily to 
assist WEP in produetion during 
the convention. Lawlor has since 
left for Detroit to become predue- 
tion manager of WXYZ. 














rese from 33,998,000 to 37,623,000, a gain of from 90.4% to 94.2°° of | 


the total population. 
Massachusetts leads the states, percentage-wise, with 98.9% 
ownership. New York is on top numerically with 4,001,700 sets. 


radio 


No new accurate count of radio families will be available until the | 


U. S. Census in 1950, and not then unless the Census Bureau agrees to 
inelude the question in its survey, which it hasn’t yet. BMB and other 
groups are urging it. 


WNBC’s (N.Y.) program director Tony Provost was both puzzled 
and amused last week by a telegram received from a Mary Jane Morgan 
of Cedar Rapids, Ia. Wire read exactly as follows: “I hereby give 
WNBC permission to broadcast song I need a loving man for limited 
time without remuneration.” 

Checkup showed no station request for permission to use such a 
song. It looked to WNBCers as though the Iowa femme had cooked 
up a novel way to call attention to her ditty. 


ST. LOUIS SPONSOR TO _|‘1 Like It Here’ Legiter 
BOOST TYRO ATHLETES 


St. Louis, June 29. 
Feld Chevrolet Co., Maplewood, 
St. Louis County, will bankroll a 
new type of sports program over 








Radio and tele rights to A. B. 
Shiffrin’'s comedy, “I Like It 
Here,” have been acquired by 
Arthur Ehrlich and Sheelah O’Mal- 


As Radio-TV Package 


* CONNIE HAINES x 





THE VAUGHN MONROE SHOW 





KWK, local Mutual outlet. The 
15-minute program every Sunday 
p.m. will be devoted to boosting 
amateur sports in St. Louis and 
the adjacent county. 

Johnny O'Hara, KWK’s sports 
gabber, will interview outstanding 
tyro athletes. Middle commercials 
will be eliminated. 


KONO Bigtime Talent Hunt 


San Antonio, June 29. 
According to Lew Fay, director 
of the KONO “Talent Parade” 
which is heard on the outlet for 
@ quarter-hour each week day 
Monday through Saturday, more 
than 50 young boys and girls have 
been showcased on the program, 
one each week. Program is not an 
amateur hour program but is aired 
to uncover available local talent. 
Deal has been arranged with 
Herman, orctestra leader to 
spotlight outstanding singers with 
his band when he appears at vari- 
e6us local night clubs. Fay has 
stated that similar deats are being 

arranged with other local bands. 


— The local Mutual 
station, Kav, has renewed its staff 
contract with American Federation 
ef Radio Artists. The pact is for 
two years and calls for general 











Salary raises, 


ley, who are packaging it as a 
half-hour series to star Oscar Karl 
weis, who created the leading part 


in the Broadway production two | 


seasons ago. 

Shiffrin himself adapted the 
piece for radio a year or more 
ago, and William Todman offered 
it around the agencies. 


Cincy’s 7th Set for Preem 


Cincinnati, June 29. 





Greater Cincy’s seventh AM sta- | 


tion, WNOP, Newport, Ky., is slat- 
ed to start daytime airings July 
15 with Tri-City Broadcasting Co. 
as the operating name and Dick 
Nesbitt, vet WKRC sportscaster, 
as president and general manager. 

Staffers announced by Nesbitt 
are Jack Baker, program director: 
Ray Gilligan, Paul Laumann and 
Paul Cowley, announcers; Dick 
Adams, chief engineer, and Don 
Hulse and Al Clary, engineers. 

Board of directors is chair- 
manned by the county sheriff, 
James G. Lang. 





Dallas—Don Payne has joined 
the staff of entertainers on the 
WFAA “Early Birds” program. 


FOR CAMEL CIGARETTES 
listen Every Monday Evening on CBS Beginning July 5 


x kK * 


“YOU MADE ME LOVE YOU” — “WILL YOU STILL BE MINE’ 
July Ist Release 


“WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO JOE” — “AH, BUT IT HAPPENED” 
“DARK TOWN STRUTTER’S BALL” — “LITTLE BOY BLUES” 
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“minutes; 
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$1,000,000 Tab for Radio-TV 
Spread at Philly GOP Powwow 





Philadelphia, June 29. 

It cost the four major radio net- 
works and the four major tele- 
vision webs well in excess of 
$1,000,000 to cover the GOP con- 
vention. They gave it a total of 
120 hours, 34 minutes of aural time 
and 166 hours, 38 minutes of video 
time. 
Expectation is that by the time 
the Demo meeting is concluded 
next month, the overall outlay for 
coverage by the webs, plus both 
radio and tele indies, of both con- 
ventions, will easily top the $2,000,- 
000 mark, despite the fact that 
somewhat less time probably will 
be devoted to the upcoming session. 

The scoresheet, by webs: 

ABC—total AM time, 31 hours, 
30 minutes; TV time, 42 hours, 30 
minutes; total cancellations of com- 
mercial programs, $25,779.31; cost 
of AM and tele operations com- 
bined, $60,000. 

CBS—AM time, 28 hours, 30 
minutes; tele time, 39 hours, 15 
minutes; AM operating costs, “in 
excess of” $100,000; TV costs, $15,- 
000; AM cancellations, $155,000; TV 
cancellations, $6,150. 

DuMont—TV time, 34 hours, 35 
minutes; commercial time _ can- 
celled, six minutes; overall cost of 
coverage, about $28,000. (Web 
kept commercial cancellations toa 
minimum by juggling sponsored 
shows temporarily.) 

Mutual—AM time, 34 hours, 45 
minutes; AM _ cancellations, ap- 
proximately $25,000; operating 
costs, $30,000. 

NBC—AM time, 25 hours, 49 
TV time, 50 hours, 18 
minutes; AM and TV cancellations, 
$300,000; AM and TV operating 
‘costs, between $150,000 and $200,- 
000. (Web estimates operating costs 
for the two conventions will total 
$300,000.) 


Tabloid Technique Gets 
WPIX Initiation During 
Philly GOP Convention 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Flashy job of converting the 
tabloid technique to tele was ini- 
tiated at the GOP convention .by 
WPIX, the infant N. Y. Daily News 
station which hit the airwaves 
exactly one week.before the Philly 
‘eonfab. 

Under directorship of Carl War- 
ren, station manager of news and 
special events, the WPI Xers, aug- 
mented by the Patterson news 
staff, operated a full studio on the 
top floor of the Bellevue Stratford 
hotel. Complete with dressing 





.rooms and five movable stages, 


studio was the scene of some of 
the most unorthodox news pro- 
grams yet to be developed by the 
medium. 

Slanted to glamorize the politi- 
cal scene, and to “give the auto- 
graph hunters the news of the 
convention,” to use director War- 
ren’s own words, the two daily 
programs originating from WPIX 
studio departed sharply from the 
standard armchair newscasting 
format. On the theory that nothing 
counted with their audience except 
the top names of the _ confab, 
straight interviews were virtually 
abandoned. The 30-minute pre-pool 
oar ayem and p.m., were 

roken up into four parts.—a star 
guest interviewed by the News’ 
Inquiring Reporter, Jimmy Jemail; 
analyst Ben Gross and his conven- 
tion meter, straight entertainment, 
emceed by Rex Marshall, and news 
from a staff commentator. 

Stunts ran the gamut of the 
vaude routine. Standout was a 
“man on the street” interview 
which featured a corps of service 
trades people in uniform—a cop, a 
waitress, a taxi driver ete.—giving 
their side of the convention. 

In addition to its own two a day, 
WPIX fed into the pool. 


Air Thrillers, Comic Books 
Lambasted by Adventists 


Minneapolis, June 29. 
Laymen of the Minnesota Sev- 
enth Adventist church, in conven- 
tion here, were urged by Elder 
i. W. Lowe, Washington, to» ban 
; mie be age a from their homes. 





: mace | with “wholesome ad- 
: venture stories ‘and biographies.” 





As Long as It’s GOP 


- Cincinnati, June 29. 

In covering the Republican 
national convention, Tom Mc- 
Carthy, chief newsman for 
WKRC, did not allow owner- 
ship of the station by a wing 
of the Taft family to prevent 
him from interviewing, among 
others, Dewey and Stassen, 
principal opponents of Sen. 
Robert A. Taft for the presi- 
dential nomination. 

McCarthy’s direct and re- 
corded pipings far exceeded 
those of other Cincy station 
men on _ the Philadelphia 
scene. 


$$ 


KF WB's 44-Hour 


‘Gavel to Gavel 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

Warner Bros. KFWB turned in 
another one of its super special 
events job in connection with the 
GOP powwow here, recording 
more than 44 hours of convention 
coverage. With Clete Roberts, 
George Lewin and David Karr 


(latter of the Washington staff) 
doing a three-way ‘‘gavel to gavel” 
job on the convention highlights, 
manager Harry Maizlish cancelled 
out all commercials for the week’s 
convention for ‘a triphammered 
programming continuity that from 
all accounts set the Coast on its 
tuned-in ears. 


With California’s “favorite son,” 
Gov. Warren, getting the vice- 
presidential nomination, it was a 
“natural” for KFWB’s | staffers, 
with Lewis “crashing” the Cali- 
fornia caucus on the floor as they 
decided to throw their votes in- 
@ividually to Dewey. Station 
scored again by having Gov. War- 
ren come in to send his greetings 
both before making his acceptance 
speech and directly after his 
speech. 

To achieve its “10-strike” cover- 
age, KFWB used a direct line 
from Convention Hall here. 


FM POINTS TO PHILLY 
AS ‘PROOF POSITIVE’ 


Philadelphia, June 29. 

The FM boys are crowing over 
the quality of reception they of- 
fered from Philadelphia during 
last week’s Republican National 
Convention, claiming that it pro- 
vided a dramatic way to prove the 
superiority of FM for clarity. 

The Eastern seaboard storm of 
Thursday night when Gov. Dewey 
was nominated and made his ac- 
ceptance speech provided the break 
for FM, according to Everett L. 
Dillard, president of the Conti- 
nental FM Network. 


















Dems Study - 


Continued from page 1 


egates, full of good advice, The 
delegates were urged, for ex- 
ample, to appear attentive to the 
proceedings and not to read news- 
papers while important speeches 
were being made. This advice was 
almost completely ignored as those 
in front of television receivers 
know. The Democrats say it is im- 
portant to assure the far-flung 
public that a national convention 
is a solemn affair. 


But they admit that policing 
delegates is a tough job and say 
they have not found a surefire 
solution. The Democrats also will 
try to do something about the long 
pauses on the speaker’s platform, 
when everybody stands around 
waiting for something to happen. 
Television cameras brought all this 
to the public for the first time 
last week. The Demmys say they 
can improve on this. They say it 
shows the need for conventions to 
move with more clocklike preci- 
sion, now that video is here. 


AM Boys Also Alerted 


Sound radio arrangements also 
came in for a share of attention 
last week from those planning for 
the Democratic show. Microphones 
were scattered all over Convention 
Hall. Every so often a mike would 
pick up background profanity or 
a buzz of conversation right in 
the midst of a commentator’s re- 
marks. This, of course, went out 
over the airways. Redding points 
to this as something which must 
be corrected for the Democratic 
convention. 


Perhaps the hottest section of 
the sweltering auditorium was the 
section of seats allotted to the 
radio people high and in the rear 
of the stage, under the broadcast- 
ing booths. It was also the worst 
lighted. The Democrats will in- 
stall extra electric fans and some 
additional lights, they promise. 

Robert L. Bendick, CBS director 
of television news and _ special 
events, said that in general the 
TV pool worked well and the 
cameras were well-placed in Con- 
vention Hall. 


However, he said the two video 
cameras looking out from _ the 








| speaker’s platform would be lifted 


and braced. Their platform oc- 
casionally shook, creating a 
blurred picture on the tele screens. 
In addition, they were so set that 
still cameramen were forever 
crossing the line of view of the 
big machines. These soft spots 
will be eliminated at the Demo- 
cratic convention. Bendick adds 
that the experience of last week 
will enable the webs to pre-plan 
their shows and coverage much 
better. 


Mutual, with a sound radio 
problem only, feels there will be 
little for it to correct for the 
Democratic convention. It felt that 
a little smoother cooperation: in 
covering stories between the na- 
tional people and local affiliate 
staff would shape up by the next 
convention. 

Several independents were cov- 
ering the GOP convention with 
sound radio. They complained bit- 








Convention Shorts | 








Philadelphia, June 29. 

Albert L. Warner, Mutual news- 
caster, bumped into a literal ver- 
sion of the old “pride goeth before 
a fall” adage at Convention Hall. 
Sporting a super-duper GOP con- 
vention badge because of his role 
as prexy of the Radio Correspond- 
ents’ Assn., Warner proudly pre- 
sented himself right before the 
gavel opened the powwow, only to 
be asked by a cynical guard, 
“What’s that? A page’s badge?” 
....At climactic session, when 
Dewey arrived to make his accept- 
ance speech, CBS lenser Byron 
Paul spotted actress Geraldine 
Fitzgerald in the galleries and 
swung his camera long enough to 
get a tele smile from the star.... 
Charles Denny, NBC veepee and 
frau, arriving for final sessions 
held corridor reunions with their 
D. C. friends, who go back to 
Denny’s FCC days....FCC Com- 
missioner Rosel Hyde a guest of 
CBS veepee Earl Gammons in the 
net’s air cooled video control room 
_...During the nomination crush 


Wednesday night, CBS found its 





walkie-talkie was picking up ABC 
on its shortwave. Apparently an- 
tennas of ABC and CBS engineers 
were touching. Since all this hap- 
pened during a test period, signals 
didn’t get crossed on the air.... 
Gimmick planned by ABC flacks to 
have Edward Arnold, as “Mr. 
President” of the air, greet the 
nominee for video as soon as he 
was selected, was nixed by the pol- 
icy makers....High spot of the 
tense political show was George 
Murphy’s circus barker technique 
as he led the cheers for the demon- 
stration following the Warren 


nomination....Ted Gamble  per-) 


sonally staged the Stassen demon- 


stration, which showed the touch 


of the consummate showman.... 
Eric Johnston, convention spectator 
from the “distinguished visitors” 
section....Will Hays quietly ob- 
serving from the galleries.... 
Irene Dunne the “glamor girl” of 
the powwow, blotting out the po- 
litical brass wherever she went... . 
The net’s walkie-talkie mobile units 
paid off in great shape, getting all 
around the town. 


terly that their workrooms and 
facilities were what was left over 
after the nets had been taken care 
of. The Democratic National Com- 
mittee has promised to take bet- 
ter care of them. 

Broadly speaking, the radio peo- 
ple talk in terms of 1952 for real 
improvements. Then, they say, 
there will be no television pool. 
Instead, each web will have its 
own cameras which are expected 
to be smaller and easier to han- 
dle by that time. Lowell Thomas 
recommended hidden mikes and 
cameras. He says the present set- 
up makes the speakers and dele- 
gates self conscious. 











Tele Reviews 


Continued from page 30 


ticeship period was in this instance 
a thing of the past. 

Drama opened with stock shots 
to establish mood, using storm 
clouds and waves dashing against 
the shore, while the narrator 
sounded an ironic, foreboding note. 
Of the nine scenes that followed, 
four were film and five were live. 
Cut-ins from one to the other were 
so skillful as to defy detection at 
some points. So, too, was the dub- 
bing, required by the fact that the 
film (all exterior) had been shot 
without sound. 

Constant use of closeups in the 
live scenes guarded against loss of 
expression by the actors. Sidney 
Breese, as a cynical, mocking artist, 
with Jess Pugh and Hope Summers 
as miserly, pinch-souled operators 
of a rooming house, gave excellen* 
performances. Ditto Everett Clarke 
as the unseen narrator. In one film 
sequence there seemed to be over- 
use of narration, but its purpose 
was to bridge lack of a sound track. 

The studio set realistically dupli- 
cated a squalid bedroom-kitchen- 
sink interior, opening on a hall and 
stairway. One of the most effec- 
tive live shots, right out of Holly- 
wood’s book, caught Pugh as he left 
by one door and emerged on the 
other side. Two orthicons were 
used expertly throughout. 

Show, staged Sunday (27), may 








, possibly be the first of a series un- 


der the title of “Boomerang.” If 
so, MCA and WBKB will have 
given tele a new level for profes- 
sional achievement, granted the fol- 
lowups are on a par with “Lucky 
Night.” Bact. 


Canadian TV 


Continued from page 31 

















equipment to jump into the tele- 
vision field and have program 
series already set. 

Submitted private television ap- 
plications have received flat re- 
jections by the CBC, on the notifi- 
cation that the CBC is studying 
the entire Canadian situation. The 
CBC, however, has announced that 
private Canadian stations, even if 
granted television licenses, will 
not be permitted to carry American 
television programs. This, the 
Canadian private stations claim, is 
a further tightening of the shackles 
enjoyed by the CBC’s present radio 
monopoly in Canada. 

Under the present nationalized 
radio setup, Canadian listeners pay 
a $2.50 annual fee per set in 
homes, automobiles and motor- 
boats. This tariff will manifestly 
have to be tilted once television 
in Canada become general. This 
is ‘one problem on which CBC 
officials are currently huddling; 
but private station owners believe 
the federal authorities must be 
spurred on—and immediately. 


Right now, the television outlook 
in Canada is vague. 








354,000 Sets 


Continued from page 31 





with three additional areas recent- 
ly getting commercial tele. There 
are 11,000,000 families living in 
the areas now receiving tele 
service. 

The ARI surveys show that at 
an -average price of $200 per set, 
5,400,000 families would be in the 
market for receivers, and it’s ex- 
pected that installment buying will 
increase this number. At the 
present average price of $400 per 
set, there is a potential market of 
2,000,000 tele homes, in addition 
to those now having sets. 

According to the ARE samplings, 
68% of the adults in television 
areas have seen video in operation, 
and 19% had seen at least one tele 
show within the previous week. 
Nearly three-quarters of those had 
seen the visual programs in a pub- 
lic place or in a radio-video show- 





window. ? 










Chi Tele | 
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those who have television sets and 
who can sit in a big, comfortable 
easy chair will definitely stay 
home.” 

Wrestling’s 100% Gate Increase 

In the other corner Fred Kohler, 
whose wrestling cards are televised 
three times per week, credits tele 
with a 100% gate increase during 
the last year. Kohler backs his 
statement with attendance records 
filed with the Illinois. State Ath- 
letic Commission during 1947. 

Phil Wrigley, owner of the Cubs, 
believes that tele will eventually “ 
fill the stands at Wrigley field. 
Early this year he offered free tele 
rights to all comers. Both WGN- 
TV and WBKB are televising Cubs 
home games, using camera tech- 
niques aimed to whet the interest 
of non-fans. No particular plus or 
minus has been noted to date at 
the wicket. Wrigley is counting 
on a payoff in seasons ahead. If 
his formula pans out, every day 
will look like Ladies Day. 

Ernie Byfield, prominent hotel- 
ier, also believes that tele can hypo 
the nitery biz. His two tries in 
that direction have unfortunately 
been short and inconclusive. At 
the College Inn of the Hotel Sher- 
man he installed large screen tele 
as a fill between dance sets and 
stage shows. Bugs in the equip- 
ment, aside from humdrum pro- 
gramming, led to early discard of 
this pioneer venture. 

More impressive was “Sunday 
Night at the Pump Room,” a half- 
hour WGN-TV show originating 
at Byfield’s elegant cabaret in the 
Ambassador East. This program 





of celeb interviews and “im- 
promptu” entertainment had all 
the promise of a fine comeon. Its 


untimely suspension was brought 
about by the fact that WGN-TV 
was hard pressed for time in shift- 
ing remote facilities from baseball 
coverage preceding the Pump 
show. 

Operators of nabe film houses 
are naturally pessimistic in their 
outlook on tele. Although the b.o. 
has given no warning signals, the 
new medium can only be regarded 
as a real economic threat. WGN- 
TV. for example, is currently un- 
reeling British feature films that 
still have plenty of boxoffice juice. 
WBKB, owned by the Paramount 
subsid, Balaban & Katz, offers 
oldies that have historical, if no 
other, interest. 

Big three-way push for Chi tele 
comes this fall. ABC’s WENR- 
TV is set for a September teeoff, 
followed in October by NBC’s 
WNAQ. Purchase of sets, now 
averaging 1,000 per week, will be 
hypoed by the Electric Assn’s first 
National Television and Electrical 
Living Show Sept. 18-26. Backed 
by this impetus and subsequent 
network ties, tele will begin to 
tell at the Chi b.o. in ’49. 


. 
NBC-Life 
Continued from page 31 


NBC-Life its distinctive 
flavor. 
Trip-hammered Invasion 

Wisely, the Y&R-Life-NBC 
combo established a running con- 
tinuity for its Sunday-to-Friday 
trip-hammered invasion of the 
GOP stronghold, with a carefully- 
edited series of background pix of 
the leading personalities to supple- 
ment Convention Hall-“smoked- 
filled rooms” activity. Thus when 
the convention accent was on 
Dewey, Stassen or Vandenberg, et 
al., NBC-Life moved in with a 
documentary roundup that not only 
filled in all the gaps, but succeeded 
in the total effect in wrapping up 
a panoramic reprise of the pag- 
eantry of the Republican Party 
since its inception. 

(From the viewer’s standpoint, 
perhaps the only criticism to be 
offered was in the repetition of 
the biographical-pix documentaries 
throughout the week.) 

There’s no doubt, however, that 
in its coverage of the GOP con- 
clave, NBC-Life vested the contin- 
uing show with top show biz val- 
ues. Out of it should emerge de- 
finite patterns that will put tele- 
vision special events in the pro- 
gramming bigtime. 

















show 





Kansas City—New songstress at 
KMBC-KFRM no longer is_ the 
“Personality Girl” as she was 
known for several weeks. Now she 
is Sunny Daye, name conferred on 
her by listeners. Station ran a con- 
test asking listeners to suggest a 
suitable name, and got mail from 
nine states. ; 
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Nature Boy’ Suit Stakes Draws 


if 





Musi BIZ FEELS 


Arnstein as Added Starter; Asks | 
£3060-000 from I] Defendants ALES HYPO NEED 


Songwriter 
charging infringement. last week 
filed suit against the publishers of 
“Nature Boy.” Arnstein entered 


action in N, Y. supreme court, 


Ira B. Armstein, + 





| 
} 


| 


against Eden Ahbez, writer, King | 


. ‘restview Music, Burke-Van | : 
Cole, Crestview _RCA-Victor 


Heusen, Morris Music, American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, 
tective Assn., 
ASCAP prez 


Deems Taylor, as 
the was replaced 


Frohlich and Herman Finklestein, 


Musie Publishers Pro- | 


i tion, 


weeks back by Fred Ahlert), Louis | formers Roy 


ASCAP general and resident coun- 


sel, and Sigmund Spaeth, tune de- 
tective employed by J. J. Kammen, 
publisher of yiddish music, who is 


aiso suing the publishers of ‘“Na- | 


ture Boy.” ° 

Arnstein asserts that “Boy” is an 
infringement of an operatic work 
written by him under the title “A 
Song of David,” 
Aeolian Hall, Town Hall, and 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y. He 
wants an injunetion and damages 
of $1,000,000 from the “Boy” pub- 
lishers as well as $1,000,000 from 
Taylor, Frohlich and Finkelstein. 
In his papers, Arnstein got rather 
nasty in giving his opinions of Tay- 
ler and Spaeth. ASCAP and 
MPPA are drawn into the suit in 
search of performance and me- 
chanical and synchronization roy- 
alties earned by “Boy.” 

Incidentally, Lee Eastman, at- 
torney for Burke-Van Heusen and 
Morris, being sued by Kammen, 
conducted an examination before 
trial of plaintiffs at his N. Y. office 
last week. Kammen and Herman 


performed at | 


‘tled Thursday 


Rush Ankles RCA-Victor; 
To Concentrate as 10%er 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Art Rush ends 10 years with 
Aug. 1, resigning his 
latest portfolio as head of artists 
relations in Hollywood. He'll de- 
vote full time to his own corpora- 
which handles among per- 
Rogers and Nelson 
Eddy, the latter for radio. 

Waiter Heebner moves into the 
Rush post to add to his duties as 





On Top in Suit 
On ‘Sabre Dance 


Leeds Music’s suit against 
United Music over the rights to 
the “Sabre Dance” song was set- 
(24) when Justice 
Bernard Botein signed a consent 
permanent injunction in N. Y. su- 
preme court. Final disposition of 


the case, which stirred up consid- 


Yablokoff contend Abbez lifted the | 


melody and lyric of Yablokoff's 
“Papirossen” operetta. 


Saahe’s 106 





For ‘New Lease’ 


Signature Records expects to 
deposit $100,000 Frigay (2) in fed- 
eral court, New York, and achieve 
confirmation of an arrangement 
previously made with creditors, 
and to be discharged from chapter 
11 of the Chandler Act within 15 
days thereafter. Firm has secured 
the $100,000 needed and has it on 
deposit in a N. Y. bank for trans- 
fer to the court. . 


In the event that the procedure 
works out and the company re- 
sumes operation uninterrupted by 
legal proceedings involving credi- 
tors, the latter will receive imme- 
diately all liabilities incurred since 
Dec. 13 last. On debts piled up 


before that date, the company has — 
arranged with creditors to accept | 


25% on the dollar, 5% payable in 


| Looks Acceptable to BMI 


erable controversy several months 
ago, was arranged via discussions 
between the two companies. It pre- 
vents United from ever again ex- 
ploiting or selling music under the 
“Sabre” or “Sword Dance” titles 
and to refrain from interfering 
vith Leeds in their exclusive own- 
ership of the tune, which springs 
from Aram Khachaturian’s Gayne 
Ballet. ; 

Leeds entered its suit against 
United early in the spring and it 
was due to come to trial June 7. 
'Discussions toward the settlement 
had already begun when the trial 
date came up and the case was set 
aside pending a final agreement. 
‘Leeds feels that the disposition of 
the case will have the effect of 
protecting its hold oa “Sabre” from 
‘further encroachments. Though 
|the tune has just about run ‘its 
‘course as a pop hit, during which 
it reached good sales proportions, 
it is a valuable standard. 


Porgie Setting Terms On 
Buying Out Campbell; 





Al Porgie and Nick Campbell, 
partners in Campbell-Porgie, have 
just about completed arrange- 
ments under which their partner- 
ship will be broken up. Porgie is 
-buying Campbell's portion of the 


cash imniediately and the rest over | company’s stock and will continue 


18 months. 
tive plans, invotving taking stock 
in lieu of cash and many Signature 


artists are said to have taken this | 


opportunity te wipe out royalty | 


sums owed them. 


LOUIS ARMSTRONG’S 
OVERSEAS FALL TOUR 


Louis Armstrong’s small combo, 
which has been having unusual 
success since it was formulated 
more than a year ago, may go over- 
Seas the first week in September. 





There were alterna- to operate the publishing firm 


‘himself. Campbell's plans aren't 
established, he says. 

C-P is affiliated with Broadcast 
Musi¢ and of course the latter had 
to be consulted in the split. Porgie 
made BMI a proposition covering 
‘his activity as a solo publisher 
and apparently it is being ac- 
cepted. BMI states that Campbell 
has not spoken with its executives 


concerning a publishing firm of | 
his own and has not made him | 


‘any offers (BMI does not go look- 


Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking _ 


Corp. has received numerous bids 
for the outfit from European pro- 
moters since it did so well at the 
daz Festival, Nice, France, and in 
Paris earlier this year, and in_ all 
Probability Glaser will accept 
them. 

While no itinerary has yet been 
laid out, Armstrong would go into 
France, Italy, Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Scandana- 
vian countries, ete. He'd be gone 

months at the least. 


ing for new affiliates any more; 
it will listen to propositions, but 
does not press for any). 
Campbell - Porgie originally 
started out, by the way, as a 


| three-men partnership. It was first 
‘called Campbell-Loft & Porgie. 


Solly Loft was bought out by the 
other two a couple years after 


launching. Now Porgie buys out 


‘ut this spot for a band under the | 


Campbell. 





Teddy Phillips band drew 2,400 


people to Peony Park. Omaha, at | 


$1.75 per. Gross of $4,200 is big 


‘top layer. 


There is considerable agitation 
among individual major and minor 
muste publishers over the failure of 
ithe music business to get off its 
|collective seat and do something 
about the dipping sales graph. As 
| Seon as sales tetals begin to skid, 
| the inclination of all is to lay down 
jand whine rather than try to do 
something about the situation. H’s 
pointed out by executives, who 
; Faise their blood pressure in so do- 
Ing, that the music industry as a 
| whole has never made even a feint 
j at attempting te develop new mer- 
|chandising metheds as a means of 
stimulating sales. 


| For years music publishers and 
jobbers have followed the identical 
|pattern, changed only by shifting 
javenue of performance-exploita- 
tion. It’s a simple question of get- 
|ting songs played or recorded by 
i the best artists available and then 
| wait for the public to buy copies. 
| t's pointed out that sinee radio 
;came into being, even the old prac- 
|tice of singing salesman at large 
retail ceunters, who in the old days 
|were often responsible themselves 
‘for launching a tune into national 


' 
| (Continued on page 53) 





lts Talent Roster 


For AC. Powwow 


Atlantic City. June 29. 

| Convention shows come and go 
| here, but the one put on by Celum- 
| bia Reeords last Tuesday (22) at 
{the Ambassador hotel, for almost 
| 700 CRC distributors and salesmen, 
was agreed by the local press, etc., 
to be one of the best ever staged. 
In fact, CRC executives had to call 
upon A. C. police to ride herd on 
several inundred outsiders who at- 
tempted to crash the affair, lured 
by the name artists present. Even 
the Ambassador's kitchen staff and 
waiters and waitresses stole away 
from their jobs elsewhere in the 
hostelry to take it in. 

Show climaxed a two-day meet 
of Columbia disk-salesmen, which 
cost the manufacturer in the neigh- 
borhood of $50,000 (Tuesday’s din- 
ner alone set the company back 
nearly $8,000, the hotel getting $11 
per plate for over 700 guests). 
Main item on the agenda was the 
demonstratien by CRC of its new 
LP Microgroove disks, which had 





people in New York the previous 
week. 

In facet the LP disks were the 
basis of a skit CRC staged as part 
of its Monday evening shows at the 
;hotel. Professional radio actors 
were brought here from N. Y. by 
CRC to kid the new disks. They 
| put on a script show titled “Cen- 
| tury of Music,” the theme of which 
was that record-lovers could get 
one-year of continuous music if 
| CRC’s LP disks were inserted in 
‘one of the new Seeburg reeord 
| players, which can spin 400 sides 
| without repeating. Gene Krupa’s 
‘orchestra and a list of CRC artists 
| filled out that evening. 
| Tuesday's affair, however, was 
ithe big cne. Launched by Tony 
Pastor’s orchestra in an hour or 
‘more of entertainment during din- 





‘ner, the lineup consisted of m.c. 


| Arthur Godfrey, Charioteers, 
Christopher Lynch, Hazel Seott, 
‘Jeanette Davis, Morton Gould, 


Richard Tucker, of Met Opera; 
Toni Harper, Eddy Duchin. Isaac 
Stern, Rise Stevens, and Buddy 
Clark, who flew from the Coast for 
‘the shindig. Strangely enough, the 
longhair artists virtually walked 
off with the show until Clark, on 
last. tied up the conventioneers 
‘with a string of pop tunes. Show 
was corraled and laid out by Manie 
Sachs. CRC artists head, Ben Sel- 
‘vin, and Mitch Ayres, CRC musi- 
cal director, who conducted for the 
' acts. 
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P MERCH 


Col. Records Struts’ 


been shown to radio and. press | 





Near-Riot Breaks Up N. Y. 802 Meet 
As Prexy McCann, Others Take Walk 





Claiming Rivals ‘Packing’ Session 





Marjorie Hughes Cannot 
Travel, Out of Carle Band 


Hollywood, June 29. 

Marjorie Hughes, vocalist with 
Frankie Carle orchestra, will leave 
band after crew winds month stand 
starting July 16 at Casino Gar- 
dens. Miss Hughes, Carle’s daugh- 
ter, has medieo orders not to 
travel. After eight-month hospital 
siege, chirp rejoined orchestra in 
eariy April. 


10 in Omaha, playing chiefly the- 


atres until its return to Penn ho- 
tel, New York, Dec. 29. 


Pnbs Can't Make 
Up Minds Over 











Music Publishers Contact Em- 
/ployees union is continuing its 


|campaign to secure the removal of | 


Dr. John Peatman’s method of 
{measuring radio song  perform- 
|ances, from music trade papers. 


|Union insists that it has gotten the | 


j e ° 

‘approval of 11 major music pub- 
ilishers on the idea, and has con- 
'vinced them to cancel their sub- 


scriptions te the service. Not all 
of the publishers the union names, 
| however, concur. At least one 
claims to have had a change of 
heart. , 

MPCE’ lists the Warner Bros. 
firms, Metro’s Big Three, Mills 
Music, 
co, Conn; Sam Fox, Irving Berlin, 


Dreyfus combine, Jewel Musie, 
Laurel Music, Paramount, Bourne, 
and Morris as those who agreed 
with the idea of dropping Peatman. 
Tommy Valando, who recently es- 


not drop Peatman, and so. does 
Leeds, which says it has changed 
its stance and will continue ac- 
cepting the compilation. 
Meanwhile, the gist of thought 
in the music business is that if is 
useless to drop the Peatman sheet 
and allow the Accurate Reperting 
‘compilation to remain in business 
| (Accurate legs plugs emanating 
‘from New York and turns its find- 
ings over to Peatman for incor- 
poration into the the latter). It’s 
pointed out that lopping off the 
Peatman sheet and retaining the 
Accurate log would serve no pur- 
pose. And it would be worse to 
try operation without any sheet at 


some method of keeping tab on pop 
song performances. 


AFM Rules Only 1 Cuffo 
Broadcast for Treasury 
If Played in Off-Hours 


American Federation of Musi- 
| cians last week issued a new ruling 
| relative to the performance of 
| Treasury Department broadcasts, 
apparently following complaints. 
In the future, the AFM will allow 
only one free broadcast a week by 
;mMame bands in the event those 
| broadeasts are scheduled to be 
done outside regular working 
hours. No limit has been plaeed on 
'those shows 

| working hours. 











| In the past few vears, since the | 


'AFM executive board permitted 
|members to do Treasury shows 
_ without pay, many broadcasts have 
/oecurred during afternoons and 
‘early evenings. This meant musi- 
cians with the bands involved had 
_to report for broadcasts during off- 
| hours. 





Band heads east, starting Sept. | 


Peatman Dispute 


Santly-Joy, Bregman, Voc- | 
Broadcast Music, E. B. Marks, the | 


tablished Laurel, asserts he will | 


all, since the music industry needs | 


performed during 


¢ Growing bitterness, between the 


‘reigning Blue Ticket and the con- 
, tending Unity Party, which will 
culminate at next December's elee- 
| tion of officers, erupted Monday 
| (28) in ome of the most disorderly 
‘member meetings New York Local 
802 of the American Federation of 
| Musicians, has ever held. Near riot 
,occurred when president Richard 
; McCann, secretary Charles Iucei, 
and other officers watked out of 
the meeting, claimimg again that 
an attendance “packed” by the 
rivai party made it impossibie to 
control ti confab. Unity men, in 
turn, assert they will attempt to 
impeach incumbent officers at 2 
future meé@ting. 

Current bad feeling between the 
two parties, which has been in ex- 
istence for years, was sharpened 
more than a month ago when the 
| Blue officers removed Al Manuti, 
Henry Maccaro, Max Arons, and 
Herman Tivin from minor local 
jobs. At that time McCann and his 
| ticket walked out of a Palm Gar- 
den meeting and the Unity coun- 
tered by calling a meeting at the 
local’'s exchange floor for June 14. 
_At this meeting, the Unity group 
_ forced through by weight of: num- 
bers a resolution to restore the 
four dismissed men to their jobs, 
and another designed to prevent 
_the executives from distributing 
“between Oct. 1 and Dee. 15, monies 
from the fund allotted 8062 by the 
AFM from the latter’s recording 
and transcription royalty fund. 

McCann and his officers com- 
plained to James C. Petriilo that 
the June 14 meet was “ilegal” in 
that it was “paeked” by the oppesi- 
tion and objected to the passing of 
the resolution, and alse. that the 
exchange floar was an illegal site 
of the meet. Petrillo advised 802 
packed or not the meeting must be 
| construed as legal, but gave no de- 
cision yet on McCann's objections 
to the resolutions passed. 

McCann's objections were that 
| 802's executives had a perfect right 
to dismiss Maccaro, et al., from 
their jobs in the event it was felt 
they were not doing that chore 
properly. Also, that to forbid dis- 
tribution of recording money be- 
jtween the designated periods 
| would work hardship on the mu- 
sieians who would benefit from it, 
especially just before Xmas. 

_ AJIl these faetors came to a head 
Monday (28) when the Palm Gar- 
den. meet convened with 1,000 
members in attendance and when 
/McCann and his men couldn't 


,achieve order, they walked out. 


Duchin Back As 
Fulltime Leader 


Eddy Duchin intends returning 
to fulltime maestreing this fall. 
He has been signed for 25 split 
weeks at the Hotel Waldorf-As- 
toria, N. Y., with an 11-piece band 
organized and operated for him by 
Hank Ross, saxist who before the 
disk ban contracted for musicians 
for Columbia Records. 

Duchin opens Sept. 30 and runs 
until Dee. 15, reopening the hotel’s 
downstairs Wedgwood Room for 
the season. He returns March 31, 
49, until July 6. Whether he in- 
tends working theatres or other 
type band dates between the two 
Waldorf runs is undisclosed. 


LEWIS TO CUT NITERY 
ROUTINES FOR GALA 


Chicago, June 29. 

Joe FE. Lewis, nitery comie, 
signed last week with Gala Records 
to do six sides of his bistro rou- 
tines. Disks will be cut this fall 
when Lewis appears at the Copa- 
cabana, New York. 

Comic is also supposed to be set 
for bistro-background picture for 
Eagle Lion. 
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Spike Jones Orch—“I Kiss Your 
Hand, Madame,” “I’m Getting 
Sentimental Over You” (Victor). 
If Spike Jones had foregone his 
characterized pattern in this in- 
stance, “Kiss” would perhaps have 
rated as one of the finer musical 
things that has come out of the 
pop end of industry in some time. 
Record wouldn’t have been “Spike 
Jones” but it would bear the 
stamp of upper bracket conception 
instrumentally and chorally. The 
item, however, will take well with 
the Jones addicts; it’s loaded with 
the usual sound effects, explosions 
and marked with an amusing fade- 
out punchline. “Sentimental” 
gravitates more around the Jones 
flair for screwball verbal enact- 
ment of the lyrie. Tenor Paul Jud- 
gon makes a nice impression dur- 
ing the straight passages. 

Perry Como—‘“There Must Be a 
Way.” “Rambling Rose” (Victor). 
“Way” finds the crooner at his 
suaver deportment, drawing out 
the tune’s romantic sentiments 





My Favorite Five 


By BERT SOLITAIRE 


(KRE, Berkeley, Calif.) 

“South Rampart St. Parade” 
(Bob Crosby). 

“The Blues’— A & B (Artie 
Shaw). 

“Down South Camp Meet- 
in’” (Benny Goodman). 

“Honky Tonk Train” (Bob 
Crosby). 

“Ain't Misbehavin’” (Fats 
Waller). y 

Bree 


with ingratiating intimacy, while 
the coupling allows for a change of 
ace. Satisfiers inject a bit of 
uncey harmony in the latter’ 
side. - 

Arthur Godfrey—‘“Turkish De- 
light,” “Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine’ (Columbia). Neither side 
ealls for rolling out the red carpet. 
Godfrey's fans may squeeze a 
modicum of humor out of the 
rambling and almost pointless 
Oriental narrative. With the 
Mariners quartet in support, the 
dusted-off “Trail” is put through 
its original songslide tracings. 
Nothing has been added or taken 
away. 

Connie Haines — “Darktown 
Strutters Ball,” “Little Boy Blue” 
(Signature). Petite chirper proves 
herself quite versatile as a trouper 
on this combination. “Boy” is en- 
riched with a captivating beat, 
while the refurbished “Ball” will 
both tickle the older element and 
perk the attention of the younger 
generation. With Si Oliver fur- 
nishing special patter for the duet, 
Miss Haines and Alan Dale take 
the oldtime favorite on a sort of 
interpretive circuit linking a past 
idiom with the new. Etching is 
worthy of extra spinning. 

Monica Lewis and the Ames 
Bros.—‘‘Where the Apple Blossoms 
Fall,” “If I Live to Be ‘a Hundred” 
(‘Deeca). This represents a quick 
hop on a couple of promising band- 
wagons, each tune having emerged 
since the recording ban. Lewis 
Pipes seem to blend better with 
the equally promising quartet on 
“Apple Blessoms” than they do via 
“Hundred,” but the jukes will be 
stocking both sides. Each goes well 
with suds and pretzels. 

Margaret Whiting—‘A Tree in 
the Meadow,” “I’m Sorry—But I’m 
Glad” (Capitol). Cloying senti- 
mentality of the British hit is 
basted with the right’ touch of 
tenderness, all to an unusually sub- 
dued background. American tear- 








jerker on the reverse side is like- 


wise in good keeping vocally. For 
“Sorry’s” instrumental interlude 
Frank DeVol rips off some fancy 
Passages fortissimo, especially via 
a tenor sax. It sounds nice but 
off-mood. 

Delta Rhythm Boys — “Star 
Dust,” “Would It Be Asking Too 
Much” (Decca). The bass lead 
lends a particularly enticing polish 


te the Hoagy Carmichael! standard. 


This etching merits stocking in a 
Station’s library as well as the 
nichelodeons. Equally show paced 


.“Asking” adds up to delightfully 


smooth harmony. 

Billie Holiday — “Lover Man,” 
“That Old Debil Called Love,” “No 
Good Man,” etc. (Decca album). A 


‘Superb treat by the queen of the 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 








torch stylists is in this package of | 
eight sides, with Tutti Camarata 
contributing his batonic shine to 
three of them. 


Hoagy Carmichael — “Bubble- 
Loo, Bubble-Loo,” “The Sad Cow- 
boy” (Decca). Even with that sand- 
paper larynx Carmichael weaves 
the most ingratiating version 
around his own woodlands ditty 
that has yet come off the platter 
lines. Background is kept under | 
wraps which works in the song’s 
favor. Cowboy lament. 


reception in the sage country, and , 
probably will wind up as standard | 
in the libraries of stations that | 
cater to prairie and hill folks. 
Beatrice Kay—‘“At the Rodeo,” | 
“T Want to be a Cowgal” (Colum- | 
bia). Two snug fits for the free | 
and easy style of the energetic 
comedienne. She gets in more 
humerous licks on “Cowgal.” 


Platter Pointers 


Count Basie (Victor) offers a 
choice slice of blues in “Hey, 
Pretty Baby” and a slick sample of 
torch vocalizing by Jeannie Taylor 
on the theme of “Baby, Don’t Be | 
Mad at Me.” Jimmy Rushing’s 
vocal on “Baby” is also on the 
beam . . . Billy Butterfield (Capitol) 
‘pits his trumpet against ihe tom- 
toms via “Malaguena” and' the re- 
sult is super melody and rhythm 
.. . Bruce Hayes (DeLuxe) latches 


bility .. . Ann Vincent (Mercury), 
linked with a male quartet, and 
with instrumental backing, gives 
every evidence of a rushout job in 
“Coo-Coo Bird Waltz,” which num- 
ber was the underside of Ken 
Griffen’s initial hit, “You Can’t Be 
True, Dear” Leslie Scott, 
Victor stylist, carves out a grand 
bit of heart-singing from Gordon- 
Revel’s ‘‘Never in a Million Years.” 
Accompaniment by Coleman Haw- 
kins here and the coupled “How 
Did She Look” stocks up brightly 
defined and imaginative dansa- 
pation . . . Chuy Reyes (Capitol) 
chalks up another sparkling per- 
formance on the 88's with “Los 
Hijos De Buda,” an attractive mix- 
ture of Latin-American rhythm 
and bagpipes effects . . . Decca’s 
torch personality, Lee Morse, is 
available with two vibrart and ro- 
bust laments, “Careless Love” and 
“Sing Me a Song of Texas”. . 

The Three Suns compound a win- 
ning quality of melody out of “A 
Lonely Rainy Afternoon” and 


lively Dick Redmond composition, 
“Just for Now.” 


| 
" 


e h : 
script of his, should get pet Como, Sinatra, Shore, | 


Oberstein to Spring His 
39c Disk Next Week 


Eli Oberstein expects to have his 
new Wright Record company disks | 
on the market sometime next week. | 
Initial pressings will be made | 
under the Varsity label to sell at | 


|39c and they’ll carry pop songs, | 
_the backgrounds of which were | 


made in England. Voeals will be | 
dubbed here by comparative un- | 
known voices. 

Oberstein has set up offices for | 
his new organization in New York | 
and is doing his pressing at the | 
Sonora plant in Meriden, Conn. | 
Distribution will be handled inde- | 
pendently. 





| 
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Benefit for Late Jock’ 


Hollywood, June 29. | 

Some 17,000 people turned out | 
at Hollywood Bowl for a_ three-| 
hour show staged by diskjocks as | 
memorial to Jock Mauri Cliffer, | 
who died several weeks ago. Pro-| 
ceeds of $22,000 less $4,000) 
taxes, $4,000 expenses, will build a | 
memorial gymnasium dedicated to | 
use of Red Shield Boys Club of | 
Salvation Army. , 
Inability to get later date forced | 
jocks to arrange show in eight 
days. Gross would have been high- 
er except that a majority of tix 


| were at $1 to enable Cliffer’s juve-, 


fans to attend. 
Talent lineup presided over by | 


' Gene Norman with 30 jocks emcee- 


his backroom baritoning on ‘“Lone- | ; 
some for Someone”’in a way that »Como, Danny Kaye, Frank Devol’s 


makes this ballad a good possi- | °9 Piece orch. 





| Thais.”* 


ing, included Frank Sinatra, Mick- 
ey Rooney, Dinah Shore, Perry 





LEEDS SIGNS DEAL FOR 
‘MEDITATION OF THAIS’ 


After more than 18 months of 
negotiation, Leeds Music has com- 


pleted a deal with Heugel Et Cie, | 


Paris music publisher, and Jules 
Massenet, French writer, under 
which the VU. S. firm: will publish 
a U. S. version of “Meditation de 
Leeds has had an Eng- 


| lish lyrie written by Harold Rome 


‘and the song will be 


launched 


‘within 10 days under the title, 


“Whisper a Word of Love.” 
Though Leeds actually hadn't 


‘completed the deal with Heugel 





until last week, such was the 
course of the negotiations that it 
had begun laying the exploitation 
groundwork for the tune before 
the first of the year. Due to this 


Diek Haymes (Decea), George 
Paxton (M-G-M), Jack Fina (Mer- 
cury), Johnny Bradford-Russ Case 


make it a solid parley with the Orchestra (RCA-Victor), Russ Car- 


lisle (Bullet) and Herb Jeffries | 
(Exclusive). 


' 


‘Majestic Tossed Into Bankruptcy 


By Chi Court; Gene Tracey Removed 





British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending June 24) 
London, June 25. 


Galway Bay ...... Box & Cox 
Golden Earrings .... Victoria 
Heartbreaker ......... Leeds 
NIN Coo cis. m 0.0. 0000 % 4 Leeds 
Time May Change .. Connelly 
CP” ae Morris 
Ballerina ....... P. Maurice 


Four Leaf Clover .. F. D. & H. 


Dream of Olwen .... Wright 

Serenade of Bells .... Morris 

My Achin’ Heart ... Connelly 

eS | Wood 
Second 12 

After ATR 530: Cinephonic 

CHARREION ii Morris 


Reflections on Water . Maurice 


vO eral aa .... Dash 
Silver Wedding Walt . Unit 
Tree in Meadow .... Connelly 
Wintertime Cinephonic 
mS r,s Sah tia Kassner 
2.) | ew ee Chappell 
ree ae Wood 
Who’s Kissing Her . Feldman 
Wishing Waltz .... Noel Gay 





Chi Jocks Burn Over 
‘Stuffed’ Balloting In 


Harrison Column Poll 


Chicago, June 29. 
Recent disk jock popularity poll 
| conducted via Dale Harrison’s Chi- 
‘cago Tribune column has brought 
‘irate beefs from many of Chi’s 
|platter-patter gentry. Poll, they as- 
| sert, was not an accurate gauge 
of popularity. Formal protests will 
be made to the Trib this week. 


Nettled jocks charge that stuf- 
'fing the ballot box was not only 
|winked at but encouraged. Accord- 
jing to one dee-jay, Harrison told 
him that any kind of ballot would 
be counted, even those on which 
the voter’s name was printed or 
mimeographed. This, says the 
jock, was an invitation to get busy 
|with names picked from the tele- 
phone book. 


| Other jocks charge that at least 
‘one of their colleagues among the 
first ten in the poll printed up 
his own ballots. High scorers in 
the poll insist that the balloting 
was reasonably honest and that 


‘there are recordings available by the present hue and cry is just 
sourgrapes. Al Benson was first 


with 17,211 votes, followed by 


Ernie Simon, 7,645, and Linn Bur- 
ton, 3,658. Total of votes cast: was 
36,926, of which 18,237 arrived in 
the closing week. 








? 





eeoese OVC ovecoececseSRDoses eCqgeevorseves 


[Figures in parentheses 


eee een ewr en neee 


1. WOODY WOODPECKER (5) (Leeds) 

2. YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (12) (Biltmore) 

3. MY. HAPPINESS (7) (Blasco) 

4. NATURE BOY (11) (Burke-VH) 

5. 

6. 

7. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (10) (Chas. K. Harris) ............. 
8. LITTLE WHITE LIES (16) (BVC) 

9. CUCKOO WALTZ (2) (Chas. Hansen) 

10. IT’S MAGIC (1) (Witmark) 


Vaughn Monroe....... 


+ 
+ 
eae ol od Rondo 
- Jon & Sandra Steele..... Damon 
ie ans bbhioae tiles Bong COO... kos cec 3 s ee 
LOVE SOMEBODY (2) (Kramer-W.) .......... 0006-2 ceeeeue D. BDepB. Clarks 45% «8 Columbia 
WM. TELL OVERTURE (4) (Tunetown) ...........--+-+06- SE. JORGE a... pened arn Victor 





pe, RR oe eee Columbia 
Griffin-Wayne 


Andrews Sisters......... Decca 
Van 
{ Dick Haymes 
eevee eee eee ee wneeeawneweeaenene ee ! Tommy Dorsey 


ON Continental 


fe ee ee Decca 
ey PETITE Ee Columbia 


PUT 'EM IN BOX (Remick)... ..... 2... - eee eect eee ene ane Ce. i wrdteccieorcs Capitol 
YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLIN’ (Mayfair) .......--------005 Al Trace wer ee a eee Regent 
HEARTS WIN (Miller) ..... 0.0... ccc cece cece reer reece ene reeree Panty FID: hb tei ci Universal 
BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) ©... 06.660 cee eee eee een r eee Bing Crosby <2 ......0.%: Decca 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) ...........-6 000-005 Art Mooney ............ M.G-M 
§Jo Stafford ............. Capitol 

HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) .....-.- 662 e- cece r rere ereeeeee ) Perry Como ......... _... Victor 
‘ ‘ ——, a Ee Victor 

DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) ......-----se0 st erreeeeee °°*: } Larry ClintoB......-.--.. Desss 
{ Andrews Sisters.......... Decca 

HEARTBREAKER (Leeds) SEE I PTTIT Te ees Ce ke ) Ferko String Band.......- Palda 
SERENADE (Leeds) ..........-:--cecceec sc cerreeceececseeeens Buddy CR... ....... Columbia 
MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (BVC) .......---0 00s sree erreeee Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
‘ {Sammy Kaye............ Victor 

TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ......----eececrsssrrcc recesses ay ee Decca 
FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) .....--- 0+: ++ +sse0es al eer Victor 


. Victor 
Tony Pastor....... 


Res - FOGG... «5 66.032 Seb: Decca 


indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 19.) 


PREP EFEESEFEESEEEFESEPE FSFE SESS FETS SEPEFEE EFF EESESEFESEES SESS OSES EFF CD 








+ Chicago, June 29. 


| Judge Phillip Sullivan, in Chi 
_federal district court, last week 
| threw Majestic Radio and Tele- 


|vision Corp. into full bankruptcy ~ 


|and appointed two trustees to man- 


|age the business. He removed Eu- 


| gene A. Tracey, president and 


'chairman of the board, from active 
| participation and asked the trus- 
\tees to investigate Tracey's trans- 
| actions with company stock. 

| Acting on  master-in-chancery 
|Charles McDonald’s report, Judge 
| Sullivan denied the petition of the 
— to continue to operate 
under chapter 11 of the Chandler 
,Act, and placed them under the 
|provisions of Chapter 10. Trustees 
| appointed are: John Dwyer, Sr., 
jv.p. of Otis & Co., investment 
| house, and Donald Walsh, former 
circulation manager of the Chicago 
| Sun. Trustees will report back to 
the Court Aug. 2 with a revised 
list of crediters and financial re- 
port on the company. On Aug. 9 
Judge Sullivan will hear argu- 
ments against the trustees. * 

Sept. 10 has been set as the date 
when trustees shall present a plan 
of reorganization for the company. 
Judge Sullivan found that Majes- 
tic Records was a wholly owned 
and operated subsidiary of MR&T 
and placed their .petition to op- 
erate separately aside; lumping 
activities of Majestic Records, Hit 
Records, Classic Records, and Chi- 
cago Majestic, all under parent 
company..Chancery report showed 
assets of $6,816,596 against $4,185,- 
985 liabilities. Company was oper- 
ated at a $514,372 loss during 1947 
—firm has not had profitable year 
since 1941, with the exeeption of 
the war period (1943-45) when 
it was working on government con- 
tracts. 

Edward McGuire, counsel for 
the Securities Exchange Commis- 
sion, present at the hearing, an- 
nounced that the SEC would con- 
‘duct investigation of stock manipu- 
lations by Tracey and other offi- 
‘cers. Also scheduled to be probed 
is the newly-formed distributing 
outfit, Remco, which took over 
operations of Chicago Majestic, the 
‘distributing division of Majestic. 

Court set bond for trustees at 
$100,000 each and approved the 
appointment of the law firm of 
Nash, Ahern & McNally, as counsel 
for them. ' 


Jim Conkling, head of Capitol 
Records artists and repertoire, and 
Sandor Porges, head of the com- 
pany’s foreign divisiéh, returned 
to New York last week after almost 
two months in England and on the 
continent. They made a survey of 
the possibilities of establishing a 
Capitol distributing deal o¥erseas, 
particularly in England, and also 
did some background recording 
for use in conjunction with Cap 
singers here. 

Details of the results of the trip 
must await Conkling’s return to 
Coast. He leaves sometime next 
week by motor. Meanwhile,. “Na- 








the U. S. via King Cole’s record- 
ing, is gathering sales speed in 
England via rival recordings of it, 
since Cap doesn’t distribute there. 
Dick Haymes’ Decca disk is in the 
van. 


Doc Says Jazz Music 
Is Muscular Exercise 


Austin, Tex, June 29. 


Here's one answer to those 
“swing and sweat” jam _ sessions 
teenagers sterm up. Dr. Archie 
N. Jones, U. of Texas professor of 
musie education, says the appeal of 
jazz music lies in its ability to 
stimulate respiration rather than 
inspiration. 

The “excitability” of jazz stimu- 
lates muscular activity and the mu- 
sic becomes a source of physical 
recreation, he says. Dr. Jones lists 
six catagories in which the appeal 
of a musieal selection usually falls 
—tunefulness, excitability, senti- 
mentalism, picturesqueness, drama 
and astonishment. 

Jazz and swing are in the second 
catagory. 
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copyrighted Audience Coverage 
Broadcast Over Radio Netowrks. 


A Tree In the Meadow . 
At a Sidewalk Penny Arcade ... 
Baby Face 


Caramba It’s the Samba ... 
Crying For Joy 
Delilah 


Don’t Blame Me 


Heartbreaker 
I May Be Wrong 


Laroo Laroo Lilli Bolero 
Little White Lies 
Love Of My. Life—i“The Pirate” 
Nature Boy 
Now Is the Hour 


Tell Me a Story 
Toolie Oolie Doolie .......... ‘i 


When the Red Red Robin Comes 
Woody Woodpecker 
You Can’t Be True Dear 


The remairing 20 songs of the 


Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Boy From Texas 
Baby Don’t Be Mad at Me 
Beyond the Sea 
Bride and Groom Polka .... 
But Beautiful—*‘‘Road to Rio” . 
Chillicothe, Ohio 
Dolores 
Dream Girl—*“Dream Girl” 
Dream Peddler 
Foolin’ 
I’'d Give a Million Tomorrows 


ee eee eee eeoens 
eo eee 
Dwitists @ 6.6 » a'e 6 ee 


6.% @. © -6)0/eub_ ee 0 0 
ee ee et | 
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It’s a Most Unusual Day 
It’s You Or No One 
Long After Tonight 
Love Somebody 
Nobody But You 
Pecos Bill—7“Melody Time” 
Rambling Rose ........... © iy 
Sabre Dance’ 


oo ee ew weeee 


Time and Time Again ......... 


Worry Worry Worry 
You’re Too Dangerous Cherie 
Yours 





* Legit Musical. t Filmusical. 


Best Things In Life Are Free ... : 
Better Luck Next Time—?*“Easter Parade” . 
Blue Shadows On the Trail—7‘“‘Melody Time” ...... 


Dickey-Bird Song—7“3 Daring Daughters” 
For Every Man There’s a Woman—* “Casbah” 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside U.S.A.” .. 


Only Happens Dance With You—+‘ 
It’s Magic—t*‘Romance On High Seas’”’ 


Put ’Em In a Box—*“Romance On High Seas”... 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*‘‘Inside U.S.A.’’. 
Sefenade (Music Played On a Heartstring) 


We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye ... 


b b.c1s sh 6 8 


I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover 


What Do I Have To Do—?7‘‘Are You With It” 


| 





Songs with Largest Radio Audience 


Thirty songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on the 


Index Survey of Popular Music 
Published by the Office of Re- 


search, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 
Survey Week of June 18-24, 1948 
A Fella With an Umbrella—7“Easter Parade’’. 


. Feist 
Shapiro-B 
. Robbins 
Remick 
Crawford 
Feist 
Santly-Joy 
Martin Music 
. Monaco 
Encore 
Robbins 
Warren 
Melrose 
. chile st o50% ep o. eee 
Leeds 
Pye ie om ee Advanced 
” Berlin 
Witmark 
Shapiro-B 
BVC 


ee eee eee 
*ee@ees 


. Remick 
Crawford 
Duchess 
I Tf Laurel 

.. C. K. Harris 
. Words-Music 
. Bourne 
Leeds 
Biltmore 


Bobbin Along.... 


week, based on the copyrighted 


Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Shapiro-B 
Paramount 


Sate Ete anh i ead 2 Famous 


Laurel - 
Leeds 


Sat. Night Central Park—*‘‘Make Mine Manhattan” T. B. Harms 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—?7“Easter Parade”.... 


Berlin 
ps RAED ESS eee .. London 
BVC 


e+e eee 
o 8 ote 6 6, 6 6.6 o)e-2) 66.60 © 
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AUSTRO DISK BIZ LOOKS 
SET IN COMEBACK BID 


Vienna, June 22. 

The disk business is one Aus- 
trian industry that is now well on 
the road to recovery. Elite, big- 
gest record makers, just turned 
out its millionth record since the 
firm was founded two years ago. 
They have over 700 titles. Elite 
studio, in the Konzerthaus, is one 
of the best in Europe. 

Incidentally, business has been 
helped by two things. Prices are 
lower than they have been in a 
long time, and it’s no longer 
necessary to turn in old disks jo 
buy new ones. 





Waring Answers Tooter’s 
Suit for 24G Extra Pay 


A $24,900 damage suit brought 
early this month in N. Y. federal 
court by cornetist Glen Moore 
against bandleader Fred Waring 
was answered by the maestro with 
a general denial and a request for 
dismissal, according to papers filed 
with the court last week. Cornet- 
ist, who says he was with Waring 
from 1939 to 1947, is seeking extra 
payment. for his services as a vo- 
calist and lyricist. 

Moore claims Waring agreed to 
pay additionally for supplementary 
contributions to the organization. 
However, in answering the action, 
the maestro states that he en- 
couraged all members of his band 
mike ideas for improvement. 
he added, anything the musi- 


ans were to get was entirely u 
to his discretion. roe. 


Italy Sets Huge Music 
Festival to Benefit Kids 


London, June 29. 
Geraldo is to take a 25-plece or- 
chestra to a festival of jazz and 


melody to be held July 15 to Aug. 
1 in Naples, under the sponsorship 
of the Italian government. 


Dr. Baoni, noted Italian theatri- 
cal prexy, has been appointed by 
his government to run the festival, 
and Jack Hylton, English maestro, 
may present. the show. er 


Baoni has already contacted 
British agent, Gino Arbib, and 
placed the bookings for the fes- 
tival in his hands. Arbib, general 
manager for J. H. International 
Agency, is arranging a number of 
British, American and French at- 
tractions for the occasion, which 
will be held in aid of Italian war 
orphans. 


Two British bands to be fea- 
tured will be Geraldo and Ramon 
Lopez, from London’s swank Ciro’s 
and Embassy Club. There will 
also be two dancing troupes—one 
British, one French. Show will 
be staged in the open air at the 
Orange Grove theatre, Teatro 
Tegli Aranci. 

Josephine Baker, Lucienne Boy- 
er, Edith Piaf, American dancing 
teams of Cabot & Dresden and 
Betty & Freddy Roberts, Mabel 
Lee, comedian Chaz Chase and 
Rita Hayworth are among stars set 
to work. 





George Temple, Shirley’s Tem- 
ple’s brother, professionel wrestler, 
has turned songwriter. He col- 
laborated with Freddie Van on a 
tune called “Prairie in the Sky,” 





being published by: Bourne Music. 





Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
“You Can't be True, Dear” 
Retail Sheet Music SeHer 
“You Can't be True, Dear” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“Nature Boy” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
British Best Seller 
“Galway Bay” 


MPCE 27% Nick 
For Idle Gets Nix 


Music Publishers Contact Em- 
ployees cardholders, in meeting 
last Thursday (24) evening in New 
York, voted down a resolution by 








duct percentages of members who 
are working as a means of aiding 
those who are not. Early last week, 
MPCE executives had stated to 
VARIETY that the entire idea for 
the creation of an emergency fund 
for jobless members had _ been 
dropped. It was stated that there 
was no need for it, that the MPCE 
treasury contained ample funds. 


At the meeting of the MPCE 
body, which drew, incidentally, a 
much larger attendance than most 
such meets in the past, attorneys 
for the organization sought to table 
the resolution. It was their idea, 
it was pointed out, to defer action 
on the proposition at the moment, 
but to retain the possibility of 
making it effective at a later date. 
This was nullified by the vote of 
cardholders present. 


MPCE idea was to have mem- 
bers kick in 2% of salaries under 
$75 weekly and 3% over $75, with 
a weekly limit of $25 on each con- 
tribution. This idea did not ap- 
peal to working members, especial- 
ly since the MPCE’s treasury was 
deemed large enough to take care 
of the $200 relief allocations each 
non-working member is entitled to. 
It’s estimated the MPCE treasury 
contains about $50,000. 


ASCAP, BOWL FORGET 
SONGSMITHS’ SALUTE 


Hollywood, June 29. 
“ASCAP Night,” which the Hol- 
lywood Bowl planned as part of 
its “Symphony: Under the Stars” 
season, has been cancelled. Bowl 


and executives of American Socie- 
ty of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers, which was to have been 
saluted, concluded that the event 
would have brought on more head- 
aches than profit and glory, se the 
Aug. 28 date has been expunged 
off the Bowl slate. . 

Some tinie ago when the stunt 
first was announced, it was planned 
that Bowl would make “ASCAP 
Night” an annual event, with So- 





‘|ciety mames conducting their com- 


positions and singing their songs. 
Society was to have rounded up 
its members, the Bowl was to have 
paid those whom it had to and 
reaped what profits accrued. 


Immediately after idea was 
broached, ASCAP members began 
suggesting what they would singly 
do.’ ‘It became obvious that all 341 
ASCAPers residing on Coast 
couldn't put on -individual acts, 
although many seemed to want to. 
Rather than offend any single 
member, it. was determined that 
Fred Ablert, “newly elected prez 
of Society, should come to Coast 
and map the concert. Now, it de- 
velops, Ahlert can’t spend the 
month here that he believes would 
be necessary to produce a_ two- 
hour program, so the idea is off. 


Archer Back to Wm. Morris 
As Roving Band Salesman 


Jack Archer, who recently 
dropped out of the new Continen- 
tal agency setup, rejoined the Wil- 
liam Morris band department in 
Chicago Monday (28). His assign- 
ment calls for him to be a roving 
salesman in the midwest territory, 
attending to one-niters, locations 
@nd anything that comes up. He’ll 
work from the field, not from Mor- 
ris Chi office. 

Archer was with William Mor- 
ris’ Hollywood .office as one-night 
head, before he quit to join Conti- 
nental. He was a partner in the 
latter and Milt Deutsch, a co-part- 
ner, bought him out. ECs 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hote? Plaved Week Ou ate 
Xavier Cugat...... Waldorf (400; $2) ........-06- 4 3,450 12,250 
Elliott Lawrence... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 5 1,575 12,500 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 8 1,500 10,950 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ..... 85 825 76.650 
Lawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 15 1,525 22,375 
Carmen Cavallaro... Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......++. 6 3,950 23,650 





* New Yorker, ice show. 





Chicago 

Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Headquarters for American Medical Assn. convensh. Strong 5,800 tor 
Foster and ice revue. : 

Jazz at Philharmonic (College Inn, Sherman, 650; $3.50 min.) Poor 
900. Room closes July 4. ie si 

Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3 min.~ cover). Bulg- 
ing at the joints with Kay Thompson and the Williams Bros. Boff 4,000. 

George Olsen (Beachwalk, Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Sev- 


| eral rainy nights cut into take of this outdoor spot. Still fine 6,500. 
the organization’s council to de- | 


Eddie Oliver (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Hildegarde has ropes up. Sock 6,000. Liberace heads new revue open- 


ing July 8. 





Los Angeles 
Miguelito Valdes (Ambassador; 900; $1.50-$2). Good 2,400 tabs. 
Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Strong 2,650 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 





(Chicago) ° 
Gay Claridge (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). .Maestro into final week 
with excellent 3,200. Al Trace opens tomorrow (Thursday). 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). Conventioners flocking 
to Joe E. Lewis. Grand 6,200. 
Henry King (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
George Winslow (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 
14,000. 


Fair 12,000. 
Winslow drawing neat 





(Los Angeles) 


Les Brown (Palladium B., Hollywood, 4th wk.). ; 

Charlie Barnet (Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, 4th wk.). 

3,700 takers. 
« 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


Joe Galkin, manager of Blue Barron, Tommy Tucker (temporarily 
retired) and others, set out from New York one day last week to drive 
to Bridgeport. Conn., to the Columbia Record factory, to pick up 200 
copies of a new Tucker record to distribute for exploitation purposes. 
On the’ way Galkin’s new convertible developed ignition trouble and 
passed out on the highway. He got a teenager in a jallopy to push him 
and in the process their bumpers got tangled, ruining the youngster’s 
radiator grille and twisting Galkin’s bumper. He got to a garage where, 
while his car was being repaired, the owner sold him a set of the new 
low-pressure whitewall tires. Back in N. Y. after taking over nine 
hours to make the 120-mile trip, Galkin opened the package of records 
and found 200 Arthur Godfrey disks instead of the Tucker records he 
went after. It cost him over $200 and his insurance company has to 
fix the grille on the kid's car, which probably will boost his premiums. 


Strong 8,800 callers. 
Weak 








Cincinnati record dealers are participating in promotion of a radio- 
jukebox deal cooked up by Joel W. Stovall, WKRC promotion manager, 
with the Automatic Phonograph Owners’ Assn., who operate 1,400 jukes 
in Cincy. Sam E. Chester, head of the association, is to name the 
“top number of the month,” which is played first on all WKRC platter 
sessions and calls for top spotting on alf jukebox selection cards, in 
different color than the others and adding this line: “Hear this on 
WKRC also.” - 


WKRC provides display sheets for juke spots, the one for June 
reading: “Play ‘You Call Everybody Darling’ the top number on your 
key juke box.” Record dealers are displaying the cards in their win- 
dows, reporting that the idea boosts their sales of the plugged tune. 





Stan Kenton’s orchestra must gross at least $7,000 weekly before he 
personally can make any profit. This, at a time when most name or- 
chestras have trimmed their cost sails. As Kenton’s band constantly 
is touring, with but few location dates, he is saddled with transparent 
costs, 10% kickbacks to local unions in towns where he pauses and 
kindred assorted costs. To keep his men constantly cn trek, he must 
pay top coin, too, far above scale. His trumpeter, Ray Wetzel, gets $225 
weekly, as‘does bassist Eddie’Safranski, and others aren’t getting much 
less. Vocalist June Christy draws $250. Additionally, Kenton keeps a 
flack working for him @n each coast, and by the time he pays booking 
commissions, his nut isfhovering around that $7,000 every seven days. 


f 





_ Skitch Hendersor.s press agent came up with an idea last week that 
apparently is cos‘sng the maestro coin which he feels is worthwhile. 
Brainstorm is t‘ed in with the ri$e tomorrow (Thursday) of New York 
subway fares .rom five cents to 10c. Henderson mailed cards last week 
to some 2° 0 people in the music biz pointing the fare jump and en- 
closing **new FDR dime with which to “take your first ride on me.” 
In ae ution Henderson plans to do a Rockefeller at the Penn station of 
the subway tomorrow (Thursday) morning. He'll hand out the cards 
with new dimes to people entering the subway at that point. Cards of 


course point out he’s at the Pennsylvania hotel’s Cafe Rouge. Stuat 
figures to cost him close to $500, 





What may be one of those sleepers is the Four Knights’ version of 
“Walking with My Shadow.” Decca released it some time ago and the 
record showed no signs of garnering attention until three weeks ago 
when Harvey Hudson, WLEE, Richmond, Va. jockey, happened to pull 
it out of a pile of platters and give it a spin. Requests poured in and 
in the course of a week Decca dealers‘around Richmond felt the pres- 
sure in no small way. Decca is now concentrating on the platter in 
other locales to find out whether the interest is limited to Richmond. 
Bernie Wayne and Ben Raleigh wrote the ditty. 





Warren Music is not being deactivated entirely, as pointed out last 
week. Firm is simply retrenching, but will be maintained under 


Charles Warren, brother of Harry Warren, songwriter who’s partnered 


with Robbins Music in the firm. C. Warren will remain in New York 
indefinitely as operator of the company, while Chicago and Coast 


offices of the outfit will be consolidated with Robbins, whose staffs 
in both cities will handle Warren tunes. 
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‘ou Remember the SMASHING SUCCESSES of 
“CLOVER” and ‘BABY FACE” 


NOW. _. EVERYBODY’S PICKING ART MOONEY’S 
ai LATEST AS ANOTHER SMASH HIT... 
P| 


Vocal by Bud Brees and The Galli Sisters 
Poem Recitation by Art Mooney 


Backed by 
SUNSET TO SUNRISE 
(ART MOONEY'S THEME) 


ART 


aud te L404 ORCHESTRA 


ON MGM RECORD 
No. 10207 


MGM RECORDS 
NAME 3) IN ENTERTA 
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For Jock Idea, Says } 

Backer of Lone Show | 
Ireland's top pash among women VARIETY ean P 
socker li rs is a disk : oO ; : 

it gece cg « Survey of retail sheet music pe} § | 5! . 
jockey who, doubles from com <— s/si< _ 

n * prizefights. Eamon sales, based on reports obtaine S O|E|s > 218 
De ee : from leading stores in 12 cities c e/sis 2. _|sie 
Andrew is the spinner-spotter. His : ; : — Siri. al 612) 
sponsor, Louis Spiro, of Imco Ltd and showing comparative sales fs i g A, Te Z| 0 ~ 3 T 

‘. > ’ ” . . =— 4 ; @ _ & 
Dublin cleaning and dyeing outfit, rating for this and last week. EIS ¥ = 8 >| E| 2 F E : ° 
currently visiting the U. S., said = on aa E E & SiSi el a 
: : 4 oa - 77] 
last week that, judging —_ the a vi . < E g , = 2 “13 3 g L 
reaction to Andrew, disk jockeying Week Ending CG SF El sel ae lS Zia g | =1slo r 
could become a big thing in Ire- National “ai o — = > = 3 2 a} 5 =" e 
land if such programs could get Rating June 26 sisis | eles 1&4! ; |2\% 
~ x i = a Eie&ig eiZzi2e£isis i 
records ahead of release dates. eie|ei<|—|§/& sisi<isi n 
One of Spiro’s missions over This Last 4 sisis $16/8 o eliol§s & T 
here is to buy a large stock of wk. wk. Title and Publisher ZIOCSaAlKelialinialEiainl!alsS s 
American records for his show on 
end me a A which-|| 12 “You Can't Be True” (Biltmore). 2 1 2 2 1 1 2 5 2 2 1 3 108 
h yovernmen . — 
are thee a day of its time for 2 1 “Nature Boy” (Burke-VH) at et ee ee 
sponsorship. What Andrew has 3 3 “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (C.K.Harris) 4 5 4 6 9 60 5 5 3 7 SI 
been up against so Lye Seen 4 5 “My Happiness” (Blasco)......... 3 _ > -* ee TE ie 4 6 5S 
to Spiro, is the small library wl “ Woodpecker” (Leeds)... ss est $s ee a 
which he’s had to operate. Record 5 4 Kee VE) 5-3 8 Pee 
companies in London aren't in- 6 7 _ “Little White Lies r)...---- 3s. & & 
clined to cooperate on the pre-re- 7 6 “Now Is the Hour” (Leeds)....... ‘-. © 4 3 4 _.. 2 .38 
lease ng — Te oe || 8A _9 “Baby Face” (Remick)... — a oe 4 8 4 36 
can give Irish listeners things =z = - = - sipieanercifpiigg tetmaapeiia 
haven’t already been played over | 8B. 8 cr Bird ce (Robbins) . -.- & _ © <—_- _S s 6s * 
BBC is to import disks from the | 9 3B Tell Me a Story” (Laurel)....... jal” at teat a EE Se 
States. ° 10 10 “Haunted Heart” (Williamson). pe Py fee 5 —— lo 9 a. 
No account todate, Spiro related, 11 12 “Love Somebody” (Kramer-W) > sees i. a a Se o . _% 
me gone 7 -~ a eae ogg gn || 1211 “Sabre Dance” (Leeds)... 10 0 9 9 il 
reen and it’s his p ; = ee an <<, es —__— 
first in that direction by import- . SE a’. 906° Tes es : Ya Ome 
ing still another bit of radio Amer- 14 - “Blue Shadows Trail” (Santly-Joy) .. 7 7 8 
icana, the audience Eye ee 
show. Spiro intends to do it up . ; re 
brown by emanating the show di- | Seattle Boosts Music Fund | 
rect from his firm’s canteen, serv- Seattle. June 29. | at 
ne : yee ea eon Budget of local Park Board for | 
to contribute products as prizes, ocean greys near te "taen.| New York —_— at Silhouette through 
and working up eventually to the) with American Federation of Skitch Henderson orchestra, — 


giant jackpot. 

With the idea also of expanding 
into the soap opera and cops-and- 
robbers field, Spiro is also scouting 
around on his present trip for 
transcribed rights to a soaper and 
a crime show that have been hits 
in American radio. His biggest 
handicap in making a deal on this 
angle so far has been the fact that 
it’s so tough to take dollars out of 
Ireland. . 





Musicians local donating approxi- 
mately a like amount from record- 
ing and transcription fund. 

Last year’s Park budget was 
$7,500; musicians’ donation $9,480. 





Jane Pickens has been signed to 
a term contract by RCA-Victor, 
one of the few artists, vocalist or 
otherwise, to be put under con- 
tract by a recording company since 
the start of the disk ban. 











have any value. 


Verse: 


| know that you use me 
Fool me, abuse me 


I swear I'll forget you 
Forget | e'er met you 


Chorus: 





MUSIC PUBLISHERS! MUSIC WRITERS! 
ARE THESE ANY GOOD? 


1 can understand why legitimate publishers can’t 
accept them and | won't send them to song sharks. 
So for several weeks | will run a different lyric here 
to see if any publisher or music writer thinks they 
1 do not write music; | have hun- 
dreds of lyrics; naturally | have picked what | think 
best, but they may not be. 


"SO EASY TO SAY, SO HARD TO DO” 


At times mistreat me, do things to me that 


And then you are so tender 
I can't help but surrender 
I guess that you love me, but not the way that | 


It's so easy to say, but so hard to do. 


It's so.easy to say, but so hard to do 

Gonna put-love away, forget about you 
It's so easy to say, just fashion the words 
Just like a lay, is easy for birds 

Seems so simple to say, try carrying thru. 
! pass by a rose, it reminds me of you 

! watch the day close, the stars in the blue 
Come twinkling thru, so lovely too 


It's so easy to say, but darling | know 
W hatever | do, wherever | go, 
1 won't forget about you, 


P. S. STALLINGS - 
NOTICE: This ad, title and lyric are being copyrighted. 


| wouldn't do 


love you 


Exactly like you. 


It's too hard to do. 


BOWIE, TEX. 








which opened at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, Monday (28), to be handled 
henceforth by Gabbe, Lutz & 
| Heller...Frank Dailey closes his 
| Meadowbrook, Cedar Crove, N. J., 
| for the summer, Sunday (5), while 
the spot goes into a strawhat pol- 
icy until late August...Mickey 
Goldsen shifts his music publish- 
‘ing activities to California for good 
next week. 

| Sigmund Spaeth singles 
a 1948 contribution to standard 
‘tune lists, in the AFM’s Inter- 
national Musician... Ray Dorey, 
former name band vocalist and 
lately a Boston disk jockey, con- 
ducting a band on WBZ.. Nona 
MacDonald, one of the line skaters 
in the current New Yorker hotel 
blade show, doubles on vocals with 
Ray Eberle’s orchestra at the 
spot... Balloting of American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers members reelected all 
incumbent members of Appeals 
Board, including Peter de Rose, 
| Abel Baer, Douglas Moore, writers; 
Max Mayer, John Sengstack and 
Sammy Stept, pub members... 
Peter Kent orchestra began 12th 
year at New Yorker hotel, N. Y.. 

Harmonia Records took over U. S. 
ee of Ukranian Amuke 
abel. . 


Hollywooa 

Tex Beneke orchestra playing 
one week at Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, starting July 4, then to As- 
bury Park, N. J., for one week at 
Convention Hall, beginning July 
14, and on to Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit for two weeks, commenc- 
ing July 23.. Connie Jordan has 
| broken up his combo and will sin- 











gle. First date is on the July 14-19 

, bill at Million Dollar theatre, 
| which Roy Milton orchestra . will 
topline.. Jack McVea combo will 
-backstop Nellie Lutcher at Million 
Dollar week of July 7. Also on 
bill will be Joe Wong, who just 
closed out a long stretch in Ken 
Murray’s “Blackout’”...Dick La- 
Salle orchestra set for four weeks 
at Utah hotel, Salt Lake, starting 
‘July 16...King Cole Trio at 
Balboa Beach ballroom Aug. 7. 








Chicago 

Del Courtney orchestra into 
_ Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, for 
| five weeks—July 7...Billie Holi- 
_day inked for a concert at Kansas 
| City Aud., July 5...Favorite disk 
'jeeck poll by Dale Harrison's 
/(Chi Trib) column closed last week 
/with Al Benson sprinting into the 
‘lead.. Ray Pearl into Schroeder 
‘hotel, Milwaukee, for four weeks 
early in August.. Heavy exploita- 
tion set by Capitol for Peggy Lee, 
who opens at Chicago theatre 
July 2../Danny O'Neill at Look- 
out House, Covington, Ky.= . Disk 
jock Dirk Courtenay set for a new 
two-hour Monday through Friday 
show on WJJD, starting 
(Tuesday). 
2:00 am.. Red Allen orchestra, 
with J. C. Higgenbotham, con- 





out | 
| Leeds’ “Now Is the Hour” tune as | 





; 


Sesh will sign-on at _ 





Kansas City 


Ernie Hechsher orchestra a new- 
comer to the Terrace Grill, 
Muehlebach hotel... Wibbey Fish- 
er combo at Crown Room, LaSalle 
hotel ... Playhouse, local night 
spct, has an all musical floor show 
with Tito Cavalaro, Myra Taylor 


and Lillian Russell with Curtys 
Foster band . . . Anita O’Day sex- 
tet, with Max Miller, back at 
Tootie’s Mayfair... Bill Snyder 


Band returned to El Casbah, Belle- 
rive hotel where crew holds long 
run record . . . Hal MelIntyre or- 
chestra played one-nighter at Pla- 
Mor ballroom Saturday (26) with 
sturdy advance sale .. . Julia Lee 
and Baby Lovett back at Milton’s 
Tap Room after theatre and radio 
dates in the east . . . Larry Ben- 
nett ochestra option picked up in 
Drum Room, President hotel .. . 
Hank Long orchestra has summer 
assignment «t Wildewood Lake, 
— Jackson County outdoors 
spot. 


Wakely Sues Sterling ° 
For Misuse of ARA Sides 


Oatuner star Jimmie Wakely 
filed a $15,000 damage suit in New 
York federal court last week 
against Sterling Records, Inc. He 
charged the defendant with repro- 
ducing recordings of four masters 
he had made for the defunct ARA 





;Records without his knowledge or 


consent. 

Sole and exclusive rights to press 
the quartet of masters, Wakely 
claims, reverted to him after ARA’s 
demise. Disputed sides are “If You 
Can't Go Right, Don’t Go Wrong,” 
“Cool Water,” “Nuggets in My 
rie i poe “Saddle Pal.” An in- 
junction an accounting of the 
profits are also sought. . 


Dambman, BMU Gen. Sec., 
its; Union Internal 
Dissension Rumors Rear 


London, June 29. 

A communique circulated to all 
branches of the British Musician’s 
Union cites the resignation of Fred 
Dambman, union’s general secre- 
tary. Branches have been in- 
structed by the Executive Com- 
mittee to summon special meetings 
by July 24 to receive nominations 
for the vacant post. If more than 
one nomination is received, an 
election will be held. 

Union emphatically denies that 
Dambman’s resignation is in any 


j}way connected with rumors of a 
split in the union over the impend- 


ing radio strike of all orchestras as 
of July 31. 

Dambman, 68, has been asso- 
ciated with the BMU for 46 years, 
and he has been considering retir- 
ing for over a year. ~ He stayed on 


| at the special request of the Execu- 


tive Committee although the 
union’s retiring age is 65. Diffi- 
cult strike negotiations have told 
heavily on him, and he says “The 
time has now come when I feel 
I must retire. The work in the 
past few' years has become in- 
creasingly heavy, and I feel that 
while I am able to get about I 
should have the opportunity of 
being able to relax.” 

Dambman_ will continue his 
duties until his successor takes 
over, which is likely to be early 
September. His present chief 
union assistant is Hardie Rat- 
cliffe. 





Happy Geday, Leeds Music vee- 
pee, was aboard the Super Chief 
which crashed in Winslow, Ariz., 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning. On 
his way east by train for the first 
time in three or four years (he 
usually commutes by plane), Goday 
was only bruised in the smash. 


TELL ME 
A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway 
New York ~. 
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The Sultry Side of the Beat 


MISS BILLIE HOLIDAY || 


Currently BLUE NOTE, Chicago 


Strand Theatre, New York 
(Starting July 16) 


Decca Records 
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With Blue Barron Date +t Detril 
Blue Barron’s —.,. goes | VARIETY a a -/4 Battle With P 
o the Tavern - On - the - Green, | “ees 2) Silol?¢s . 
netral Park, N. Y., Oct. 13, for | sellere, vata ceatt disk: best a O/e| & : cotinn’ aueaeian tak ie 
, ’ ellers, based on ol|/Oin ~ 2 scription companies are proceed- 
weeks, to test the value of a reports ob- zil,|P2la2le = 
four pare gee Dee lp ps BE « tained from leading stores in = Bilal zi ols a ae ing with the complaint made to 
name ng A agen 9 Mibcoe ® spot, | 12 cities, and showing com- 31 3 S - 10 i Uke PE Te » | National Labor Relations Board 
Tavern 1s nos ' posi- | parative sales rating for thi =| # ~ Eleol/wl/ Fl si@ig 'that the American Federation of 
‘on in that during the summer it | ing for this 2) elma] ein | § a ici ; : 
= : Sen the tee ad sintextaie and last week. > = alei3s| 21s]; 2)0 — ma 4 . nee recording ban violates 
oesn ntertain- | ti mist sl w 4 old ederal law, but Associated Tran- 
ment a —, 5 gga ng vw to g 5 9 § 4 . z 5 a § . scriptions has withdrawn its gripe. 
the natura draw o its ou door | J ce] ec Hi <i 2 = E - Firms filed the charges in mid- 
pastas and ong = in the Park | National Week Ending ] = e | | | 5 % vi 2 | a J | May, backed in the fight by a 
surroundings. n or ie we ather, | Rating al vivizisi 3s ;9 ] Olelnis P | $46,000 war-chest allocated by Na- 
Fes war wae ae kee | June 26 5 1 t oS) © | 1 ; | 2 | g | g oO we <>. of Broadcasters, 
arron’s r weeks w deter- mi ew) Sie2is| & } = ow I ccording to local attorney for 
mifie Se value of name music| | This Last pls £ é <| ™ '§ 3 3 4 £ Sin the Government, inveutinntinns 
(be’ll have wires). Nothing has wk. wk. Artist, L i ©|/8|/ oi/a/isi 8s sislisiflie|s T concerning Standard and Lang- 
been set to immediately follow. | = pan, ee 42; 0!) Gili wv | & \g1e nisio\s ~ Worthy are still proceeding. Final 
Richard Himber played the Tavern | K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) |decision will be made at NLRB 
this past spring. 1 2 “You Can’t Be True, Dear” a |top level in Washington. 
| KAY KYSER (Columbia) SE FO Se. SER HE WENe PS _WE A Se | 
e 2 3 “ . 9” 7 +. . 

Music Notes Woody Woodpecker”.......... 3 1 .. 10 3 2 3 1 1 3 3... 90] | Decish in Dig You Later’ 
bas Teste tent tian 8 « See | Suit to Come Along Lat 
Quarter, New York, for two-week wna ne aif EO ae ee A ae! Oe es Se Bk | i 4 peared 
stand, starting July 18, at $1,250; |} 4 , SING COLE Capitol) ected Weta “Ge ee 
per frame...James Bulleit pur- | Nature Bey”................... 2 6 1 12 a Se OEY 8 64 fromag fe ead "he bbe“ Hingbe” 
chased 40 masters from indie SPIKE JONES (Victor) —— | OR, o ubba Hubba,” 
labels, fans ~~ rt for his | b) 6 “William Tell Overture”. ........ Toa See MTom See ck ae eet ok | Soe end SO Cele ae “4 
or te setcd giles gg ovogy 3 Freed os JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) —~ | | wound up in N. ¥ fedutnl cook 
Violence,” at Metro . . . Adolph| My Happiness eer 4 4... 6... .. 4 7... 23 .. ., 39 4 |last week with Federal Judge 
Deutsch set as music director for | D. DAY-B. CLARK (Columbia) Simon H. Rifkind reserving de- 
M-G’s “Take Me Out to the Ball | 7 ae 1 | 7 ae ena Reese rae A TF 7 S$ 27 |cision. “Case was heard by the 

Sele counthes of Msote Crane’ ah | ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) * — | |court without a jury. 
UE Chorus of ‘40 pom th bo gl it | : =. .oetle Oslie Desiie® a s._. 2 3 7 7 26 eguian tae hares x Steele 
background six ice skating se-| ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) them from using-a tune called “Dig 
quences in the Sonja Henie starrer 9 13 tC PPAR ald Pe Sa ee , Rea ee hee eee ar 22 | You Later,” advertised as _ the 
with three Jack Brooks-Saul Chap- | FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) ‘ |“‘Hubba Hubba” song and featured 
A meager Pag? ihrer pica 10 7 “Dickey Bird Song”............. eee. Seele 9 10 16 | |in the 20th-Fox film, “Doll Face.” 
] Santa Claus?” ; — -. = ry é 
and “The Friendly Polka”... Frank | et TEX BENEKE (Victor) ” He eee that prior to 1942 he 
iis ont as manele Gitebiae tay ot, Lome Benes Mateh”.. 0.6665 so ee 9 te Be ee ae aes Bee ubba Hubba” and copy- 
gpa A: : — hted it in 1945 when he had pro- 
Greek theatre’s series of light | PATTI PAGE (Mercury) payer P 
aun, which bows July 8 with| © 23. 2 MMO 506th che ec By BY ae fyyesg etd dt 
fF. eng Mabe oy ae fae: Anne | PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) ' from: his ows sseapeeiien Wort 
eS See Oe sere 0 MGA 3) EO MN os Bw. we te ee) @ ce ee ue ue es ~=L Yj killed, Weissman charged, when the 
San Francisco, booked King Cole PERRY COMO (Victor) |defendants came out with their 
Trio, at $4,500 guarantee, week of | Oe a gs i Sede iaebh be Ok. Bat bas eee ene iia eee “Dig You Later.” Defense coun- 
Aug. 19.. Nellie Lutcher inked for | BLUE BARRON (M-G-M) sel, Julian T. Abeles, produced as 
week of Aug. 20 at Ciro’s Philly,| | 14A .. “You Were Only Fooling”........ ve ke ee ee ee ee! Be vt eee ee 
at flat $1,750 for frame... Leith | am | Tasker Howard, who stated that the 
Stevens makes Hollywood Bowl | 14B ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) ‘form used in both songs is com- 
debut directing Gershwin Memo- én Tea Leaves’..... chaos dete x Suis : aa én cs es " | a “se - yy ‘9 mon. Another authority, con- 
viel Convert valy 37. Stevens is| ee aan oe (M-G-M) ‘ductor Charles Lichter, who testi- 
- usica irector.. . Metro |} “Baby Face”....... Reise oe) Seka eee eae y le ae - 
signed Nacio Herb Brown and Wil. ‘anito - : ; : | a ~ eS eee 
liam Katz to d “ MEL BLANK (Capitol) " | wise. 
Ava Gardnec to oe rember, for) | i4D_..__“Woody Woodpecker”... PE Pe TR ETRY ET HE: ib 
Bribe”...David Rose inked by | GORDON JENKINS (Decca) | Norman Cogan orchestra opens 
Hollywood Bowl as guest conduc-| | 15A__7__“Maybe You'll Be There”. >» Bs es eS |at the Seven Gables Hotel, Green- 
tor for a “Symphony Under the | PIED PIPERS (Capito!) ge lites detain an: 
rs rogram July 31. . 15B .. “My Happiness”... ... see bo tke Jae al be tax CEU AR eee 3 8 a 
416A “Blue Bird oy Piero 4 71 
ed “Blue Bird o (ee oo eae yee eS eel pele ee Pee x Fen Sore 
bi SL 7 STEVE GIBSON (Mercury) | 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
a eee et ae? ae Oa Tek EST ec ES Pe fee, kee 7 
EMIL COTE (Aigene) ik JUNE 
16C... . “Tes. Leaves’. ...::. a Fe ee Se. ee a els ge eae ee ee 7 
DOWN AGI ro | DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
7 IEEE 8 EG OL ae ee ae: RP re rag ea ie te PLAY A 
he AL TRACY (Regent) 
17B_ .. “You Call Everybody Darling”.... ---- --_ --_ +» --_-: ee ee ee 5 KM Ml 
. ART MOONEY (M-G-M) C 
CHOICE MUSIC, INC. | [18 _.. “Blue Bird of Happiness” ___-_-- Pee ee ee ee. 2 re Pere 
| Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
= $100 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway FIVE TOP 1 Li 2 3 « 5 Music by eee 
Hollywood 46, Cal. New York, N. ¥. PROGRESSIVE NG HITS OF OUR) THE PIRATE INSIDE U.S.A. MASTERPIECES JIMMY McHUGH 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-7880 ALBUMS ple an . pool J. Gorland—G. Kelly Bee Lillie-J. Haley| Glenn Miller | 
see - 
SEE Capitol Decca M-G-M Victor Victor 


























The Nation's 


nisgest Request Song | Ray Dorey a Maestro | Joe Whalen Setting Up | Goodman-Hanna Schism 
I d Give pag il Can. Music-Disk Distrib isonet’ teat tamed pact, = 


| Ray Dorey, ‘ 
‘singer on WBZ, has branched out Chicago, June 29. /| the past couple years, have split. 


A Milli into the band leading field.| Joe Whalen, Chi manager of| Hanna and Goodman decided to 
] 10n Opened last week at Moseley’s, | Bregman, Vocco, & Conn for the} end their association due to the 

local dance hall, on three-night a | past three years, has resigned to| fact that the maestro intends re- 
15-piece |establish a Canadian musical dis-| turning to the Coast in the fall and 


Tomorrow ‘week stint fronting a 
S ‘band. Deal was set by Jack Mar- |tribution office for disks and sheet | will spend the majority of his time 
music. Offices are to be in Toronto. | there while Hanna must stay in the 




















(Fo shard, .Vaughan Munroe’s man- | 
r Just One Yesterday) ager. ~ Whalen has been in the music east. — 
OXxFoRD RPO Dorey has been disk-jockeying | publishing business for the past 25; It's emphasized that this is the ae 
1619 euaaeee tee — tn Boston for months. He once |years. Joe Bennett takes over the | sole cause of the parting, that no MILLER PAU SIC CORP 
a | was vocalist with Benny Goodman. ‘BUC Chi branch. differences caused it. . 
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30-Wk. Route Attracts Many Standard 


Acts to Veterans Hospital Circuit 


The prospect of 30 consecutive 
weeks playing time is attracting 
many standard acts to the Veter- 
ans Hospital Camp Show Circuit. 
Many acts are willing to take less 
coin for these dates because of 
steady work and goodwill aspects. 

Most turns find they’re finan- 
cially ahead at the end of the tour 
despite working at sliced salaries. 
VHCS circuit pays all traveling 
expenses, and majority of other 
costs, so most of the salary is clear. 

Among acts currently working 
VHCS are Jack Powell, Jean, Jack 
& Judy, Bobby Waiters, Sam Hearn, 


Frankie Conville, Joe & Jane Mc- 
Kenna, Tommy Trent, the Bala- 
banows, George Church & Marilyn 
Hale, Paul Le Paul, Jack Waldron, 
Eleanor Sherry, the Kemmys, Joe 
Termini, Three Rays, Harry Mar- 
tin and David Powell. 

VHCS plans to change its shows 
around September. Some _ units 
will be withdrawn at the end of 
July and will be replaced with 
new ones. These will have com- 
pteted 30-week tours. 

Casting for the new units is slated 
to start shortly. The bookers com- 
mittee, made up of talent pacters 
for the top vaude houses, will again 
act as advisers, and producers for 
the Broadway vauders will routine 
the units. Ben Piermont, head 
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‘Bandits Get $300 In 
Stickup of Old Knick, N.Y. 


Paul Killian, who provides com- 
mentary for the silent films at the 
Old Knick Music Hall, N. Y., early 
Monday morning piloted a chase 
for two mobsters who held up the 
spot while the performance was.in 
progress. 

Killian, immediately after cash- 
ier Dusty Bruce was taken for $300 
by the armed mobsters, gave chase 
in his car. He was joined by two 


, detectives in front of the Roxy 


theatre and nabbed the driver of 
the getaway car. The two holdup 
men escaped. 


Jack Benny's Boff 
976 Take on Two 
Wks. of Vauders 


Jack Benny in a two week tour 
comprising one each at the Fox 
theatre, Detroit and the Palace the- 
atre, Cleveland, drew down the 
highest amount ever paid a per- 








Latin Quarter Releases 


Torme for Ciggie ainchow Fight F alls, College Kids Hypo 


Mel Torme has been released | 


from a date at the Latin Quarter, NY. Niteries, Hotel Biz to Top Com 


N. Y.. in order to do a radio show 
‘ ili forris. Torme was ai 

A et ig ae 18. but was | New York niteries had one of 
a ag t ‘ the airshow , ‘heir best weeks of the year as a 
i ‘i gab ze ‘consequence of the two postpone- 
cropped up. 

Cacans Gee eh pore Friday (25) and continued revenue 
from college kids on post-prom 
dates. In many spots, it was dif fi- 
cult to tell which contributed more 


Era of High-Priced 
Fights Seen Ended parents ato ese ete 


With Louis Retiring Re ii as the Copacabana, 

By JACK PULASKI Versailles, Latin Quarter, Diamond 

With Joe Louis’ official retire- | Horseshoe and the Riviera - Ft. 

ment from the ring the era of Lee, N. J., did near-capacity = 

high-priced fights is seen coming Ness every night. Cate ops con- 
to an end. During the 1li-year 





stretch that the colored punching e 
marvel remained in action | as Fla istros 
| world’s heavyweight champion, e 


| fancy prices for fight tickets were 














the established rule, and not until ° ° 

another Jack Dempsey or Louis 1s tis 

developed is it likely that  pro- | 
Indications were clear last Fri- 

day (25) night at the Yankee Sta- 

match between Louis and Jersey Niteries are going all out to at- 

Joe Walcott was way under expec- | tract the as yet sparse trade vaca- 

second Louis-Billy Conn affair,/summer than in previous years, 

which was a $100-per-ticket bus-| and with not as many tourists as 


moters will be able to put on the 
dium that the $50 top for the scrap 
tations. Fight itself was on the! tioning here during the “off” sea- 
teroo. Recent $30 top for the Tony | expected, all sorts of stunts are 


price slug again. 

was too much, for the gate for the Miami Beach. June 29. 
verge of being the fiasco of the} son. With more spots open this 
Zale-Rocky Graziano event for’ being employed to lure trade. 


‘ments of the Louis-Walcott fight | 


‘ceded that it wasn't the headline 
‘who brought in the mobs. It wa 
|just the converging of entertain- 
iment-hungry mobs. 

Cafes did terrific business de- 
spite the fact that hotels reported 
a huge number of checkouts Thurs- 
day and Friday. Many could not 
hang around until the weather per- 
mitted the fight to take place. 
There were comparatively few 
checkins the day of the bout. 

The boff business from college 
kids is causing bonifaces to wonder 
whether the cafes are supplanting 
the hotel spots as after-prom ren- 
dezvous. The niteries have had 
the greatest revenue from that 
|source during June. Bonifaces de- 
jclare that they're good spenders, 
too. 

The hotel entertainment spots 
\similarty had their share of the 
university set, but there was no 
general increase in patronage of 
that kind over last year. ~ 
| Despite the very good takes for 
June, there's little prospect that 
| July revenues will be as high. The 
general exodus to the resorts pre- 
|cludes the spending jubilee. 
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booker for VHCS with Bert Wish- former for a fortnight’s engage- 
new assisting, will handle the tal- ment. Comic’s take was $92,000. 
ent for the Purple Heart circuit. In both instances, Benny topped 
Jn addition to standard acts, it’s previous house records. In Detroit, 
planned to have top names play @ gross amounted to $93,000 beating 
round of hospitals as a contribu- ;ecord held by Kay Kyser since 
tion to soldier entertainment. i942 with a $70,000 take. Cleve- 
|land’s intake was $70,000, $14,000 
over the previous high mark estab- 











Club Som mony t lished by Betty Hutton. 
orman, toronto Benny's Detroit date was a 
straight percentage arrangement 


of 50% of the gross up to $60,000 
‘and 65% béyond that point. In 
Cleveland, it’s believed that the 
Palace deal was at the same terms. 
| but an alternative deal, terms of 
| which were not disclosed, went into 
‘effect. Under that arrangement, 


THE BE LEON 
SISTERS 


"Those Dancing Darlings" 


“ .. Lithe dancing ... excellent 
tumbling and acrobatics... get 
show away to fast start—-—” 

—Toronto Globe and Mail. 


Available July 9? 


Direction: TOM FITZPATRICK 
130 W. 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 


/000 gross. 
Benny's payroll comprised Eddie 


‘ris, Marilyn 
Sportsmen quartet. 

_ Benny sails for England today 
(Wed.) on the Queen Elizabeth to 
























MEMBERS 
IMPORTANT! IMPORTANT! 
SEND IN YOUR _ 
CORRECT MAILING ADDRESS IMMEDIATELY 


Delegates to the historic first national convention adopted 
a new constitution to be submitted to the membership for 
a referendum vote and also nominated members for national 
officers and a national board. os 

Every member who is paid through July 31, 1947, or has 
become a member or has placed himself in good standing 
since, will be eligible to vote. 


USE YOUR VOTE TO SAY WHO 
SHALL GOVERN YOUR UNION! 


Insure your vote in this democratic referendum by 
immediately sending in your correct mailing ad- 
dress to 

NATIONAL OFFICE 


AMERICAN GUILD OF VARIETY ARTISTS 


1697 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 19, N.Y. 


| Benny took out $41,000 of the $70.- | 


“Rochester” Anderson, Phil Har- | 
Maxwell, and the} 


Phone PE 6-0976 ;open at the Palladium, London, 
i July 19. 


, Regan dittoed at the 1940 and 1944 





the middleweight title was no 
wonder of a boxoffice draw in Jer- 
sey either. 

Except for a few seconds in the 
third round, when Walcott belted 
Louis to the canvas, last week's 
session of sock was very tepid, un- 
til the champ went into action in 
the llth, when it was quick cur- 
tains for the colored Camdenite. | 
That Walcott always was a second-} 
rater was thus. verified. Most 
sports figures seemed to forget 
that fact, doubtless because Jersey 
Joe stayed 15 rounds with the De- 
troit Brown Bomber at Madison 
Square Garden last winter. But 
his actions in the ring for the sec- | 
ond encounter were unmistakably 
not of class calibre. 


Instead of coming to the champ | 
as a real challenger should, Joe | 
from Jersey. sidestepped, moved | 
backward and occasionally threw a | 
counterpunch, mostly left-jabbing, | 
because of which ringsiders gave | 
him an edge on points. He always | 
seemed afraid of Louis’ wallop, but 
in the first fight Waicott floored | 


ithe champ twice. 


Walcott’s end this time approxi-| 
mated $125,000, as against double 
that for the champ. | 

When the fight was postponed 
from Wednesday, then from Thurs- | 
day to Friday, all because of the | 
rain, hundreds of tickets held by | 
eut-of-towners were refunded. | 
Ticket sale had slowed down so_ 
much that at the Stadium on fight | 
night $5 got the customer a $20 | 
or $30 ticket, $50 tickets were cut | 
to $15, and there still were vast | 
empty spaces in the ballpark. | 


Bars and restaurants with tele-| 
vision sets did a landoffice busi- 
ness, and in some spots the doors 
were closed because of the crowds. 


BEN BLUE EXTENDING 
AUSSIE VAUDE TOUR 


Sydney, June 23. 

Ben Blue. American comic, a rave 
here on the Dave Martin Tivoli 
loop, winds up a°’two weeks run 
June 26, then does two weeks in 
Adelaide at the Majestic, swinging 
over to Tivoli, Melbourne, July 12, 
with the bowout of “Marinka.” 
after a so-so seven weeks’ span for 
Martin. 


Blue may play more d-tes for 


Martin if prior U. S. commitments 
can be set back. 


Phil Regan to Open 
Democratic Convention 


Phil Regan for the third straight 
time has been named by the Demo- 
cratic National Committee to open 
its nominating Convention July 12 
with “The Star Spangled Banner.” 








conclaves. 
At the same time, Regan goes 
into the Latin Casino for six days, 


| sic, and chatter by the host-emcee, | 


jock and interview show from the | 


| studios until the club is rebuilt, 


Five O’Clock club is featuring a 


midnight broadcast with live mu- | 





HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
HELD OVER Srd WREK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
NEW YORK 


Thavks te LEON LEONIDOFF 
Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 


Nini Yacovino. Club Bali has its 
broadcast in the ayem with Harvey 
Bell, host-operator, at the mike. 
Clover Club is installing a disk | 


adjoining Vagabond roem featuring 
Jack Williams, WGBS’ chief an- 
nouncer, and Jay Jayson, the club’s 
comic. 

Even the smaller clubs and res- 
taurants have their jockey-inter- 
view shows. Barry Gray, who intro- 
duced that type of show to this 
area with great success, though 
burned out of the Copacabana, is 
holding the fort from the WKAT 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FU N-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 %4n each book) $10 per book 
FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” Vhe Show-Biz Gagazine with 

each $3.00 minimum order. 

Send 10¢ for lists of other comedy 
material, sengs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-euts, etc. 


nixing many offers to go into rooms 
around town. 
NO €.0.D.8 


AL WILSON TAKES OVER 
EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 00 w. bath pinest, Mew Neck 19 


Control of the Eddie Smith |= $$$ 


ons at, ax ts 


Wilson, who for many years has 
Now Appeariag 


been associated with the agency. 
“KEN MURRAY’S 














Smith, who has been in ill-health 
for some time, will retain an inter- 
est in the office but will not be as 
active as formerly. 

The sale of agency is expected 
to raise some interesting problems 
with the American Guild of Varie- 


ty Artists. al 
According to AGVA regulations. BLACKOUTS OF 19 

once an agency’s management Theatre 

1 oe gg hands, acts so desiring can El Capitan 

obtain a release from their pact oliywoed, Cai 

with that outfit. However, in the u 


case of Smith’s sale to Wilson, 
AGVA may find that this rule will 





not apply. 








It’s been known for some time 
that Smith’s illness kept him in 
Arizona and New Mexico for long 
periods at a time during which 
Wilson was in charge of the office 
and negotiated most of the talent 
deals. Union may rule that there 
is no change in management of 


WILLIE 
SHORE 


Latin Quarter 
New York 














agency despite sale. 
Recceniatieiemienmeitn tee 

















THE 
THREE 


GAY 
BLADES 


NOW UNDER PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 
OF 





PARAMOUNT THEATRE BUILDING 
DES MOINES 9, IOWA 


Sloane 





day-and-date with the Convention. 
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|Salvitore Gioe, her piano accom- 











New acts, in keeping with the 
“Blackouts” standard of plenty of 














Gray, was $100,000, with the stock 
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Buck & Bubbles-Nazarro Pact Held | Mineric’s Muti-ns |f 0’. Bid for Abbott & Costello at 156 
e ' Paris, June 29. We S I or e a | 
° * r Borrah Minevitch, whose Har- 
in e 3 t n f monica Rascals’ tour has been ex- e 
3 pe or ll tended in England until August, Cues Talent S N Y Caf 
ne may continue in other local activi- urge ii . . es 
wa personal management pact be- | in the employer class. Court up- Ses. He has recorded some new 
fain- tween Buck and Bubbles and Nat’ held this contention on the ground | rnin talent; he may take over the * A booking rivalry approaching 
) ted Walid this week that as employer it was within his | asement griliroom of the Hotel that of the Florida cafes during the 
NazarTo was ru rovi 3 1s | George Vv or I sie J d Ca T 3 > ‘ : 
: “ ohen | iE nce to do so. Justice Hecht | ¢ r Les Ambassadeurs | JU y nova roupe winter season is seen coming in 
de in the N. Y. supreme cou | found that there was “mutuality of {2° 2” American-type nitery, with ; * New York. The Latin Quarter and 
rted Justice Hecht enjoined Ford Lee | responsibility” with the current | *20* Showgirls, in view of the Eastin for 1-Ni hters te Harem are expected. to shell 
— Washington (Buck) from breaking contract. The contract has two | French predilection for the Amer- g 4 | out the heaviest sums in Gotham 
not nis pact with the agent. Simultane-' years to run. ican idea. Hollywood, June 29. | nitery history during next fall and 
per- ously Justice Hecht ruled against However, Justice Hecht left the He is also planning to make lo- Judy Canova, after a test tour of | winter. A deal is on for the Latin 
ace, Bubbles (John W. Sublett) in his! way open for further litigation cal television shorts with Parisian|four West Coast towns, led her | Quarter to play Abbott & Costello 
few suit to get an injunction forbid-| when he declared that issue would jtalent with an eye to video's up-| vaudeville troupe out of town on| sometime in January at the highest 
ding Nazarro from intervening in| have to go to trial if defendants | -u8° in America. |an eight-week tour of one, two and | cafe salary ever paid in a N. Y. 
lege his affairs. | wanted to pursue their contention | three-night stands in theatres, ball | nitery for an act. It’s reported duo 
der Suit attracted wide attention in| that Nazarro didn’t exercise his | ¢ parks, sports arenas and fair | will get $15,000 weekly. 
ong the theatrical trade, inasmuch as, best efforts to procure work for : grounds from coast to coast. The Harem, now closed for the 
ren- it sought to establish the inequities | them. | ac outs t r Unit is headed by Miss Canova,| summer, is expected to counter 
had of a pact which called for the per- Court stated: “Despite the dis- | ® jher brother Zeke and her sister; with other top-flight attractions 
that formers to surrender 40% of their| crepancy between the guaranteed | Anne. Rest of the troupe is made | without regard to salary. This spot 
de- earnings in management and book-| income provision and the alleged |up of Bert Henderson, emcee; Rob-| during the past season booked the 
ers, ing fees. The entertainers declared | earning capacity of the defendants 5 ew ecor ert & Rene, trompoline act; Five | Ritz Bros. at $12,500, which uniil 
this to be in violation of the gen-| the mutual promises are good con- 9| Taylors, juve acrobats; Victor | then was the top price ever shelled 
ots eral business law of New York. Jt | siderations for the contract. The elie | Blaine’s Trio, dancers; Joe Mole, | out by a Broadway boite. 
the was further argued that under | court will not interfere with the pone Pansy the Horse; Eight Ann The Abott and Costello show will 
no terms of the contract, Buck and/| price a person places upon his l 10n ross | G2 Girls and a_ 12-piece or-| probably follow Sophie Tucker 
pf Bubbles obtained a $100 weekly | ability and productive capacity un- | chestra directed by Frank Konyi. | jayout which starts early October, 
guarantee each for 28 weeks, and | less there is some showing of over- Hollywood. J 29 and will thus give the LQ a head- 
for Nazarro collected his salary and | reaching or other inequitable con- diate Sarees Jae *,° e liner. Setup that will garner most 
hat made all disbursements. Nazarro|duct at the time contract was! ;qncn, Mwt4y's “Blackouts of Litigation Stock Deal of the Broadway trade unless the 
he claimed it was in his right to make | made.” 1948” keeps up its longrun pace, 4 . down-the-block Harem comes up 
re- collections inasmuch as his guar- pay ig. Allow agit gga mag May Delay Opening with a topliner of equal potency. 
antee of an annual salary put him Hil d oe i A tagger ag oy git he ogee an compet 5 bey ak 
— Sen “am, | pected to capitulate to Lou Wal- 
— egarde May hey a ey $5,000,000 vo Of New Copa, Miami ters’ hosples in that respect and 
. it. eventh year saw the aie ‘ ai , 
AT TENTION Desert Bistros For start of the show’s 10th edition, Milam Bese, Funes Oe a year g The Coversbadt 
; with eight new acts woven in with| New Copacabana, to be built on| 7150 also join the tussle in order to 
ACTS and AGENTS Longhair Concerts the oldtimers. site recently destroyed by fire.| entice trade to the other side of 
The Flamingo Hotel at Las wi Birthday marked the 3,233rd per-| ay not open until late winter if | town where it’s located. 
. Chicago, June 29. | formance and the 314th consecu-|Current troubles cropping up are| 174i) the Ritz Bros. booking, to 
Vegas is NOT booked exclu- Hildegarde may desert the bistro | tive week, giving show a long run|not clearned by Murray Winger, vs cm 08, DOSING, *OP 
sively by any one agent or | circuit after next year if test con-|record for the legitimat> theatre.| operator and owner, within the (Continued on page 48) 
office. Noeewe We be a ea 18 in her ane os gy re at the I. rthday | next month. ay 
‘ . |home town, Milwaukee, is a success. | party saw Murray accoladed for Though insurance claim was 
inal Gee ole ane ot a |Chantoosey has been remarking his first film production, “Bill and | speedily adjusted, the settlement 
Write or wire M. SEDWAY |hereabouts, that she would like to|Coo,” with a plaque from the/did not come as high as the $200,- 
° |do something in the more serious| Screen Children’s Guild naming | 000 claimed. Odd note came when 
L or MAXINE LEWIS den Day would like to do more ore PR ger ray motion pic-| Barry Gray, who was featured in 
classical pianoing. ure 0 . ; , the swank spot, since shifted to 
Af: thang hh anne Concert will be at the Milwaukee Murray gifted his comedienne, | studios at WKAT, told his radio d 
a7 egas, Nevada |Muny Auditorium, which seats Marie Wilson, with $5,000 in bonds | audience on Friday night (25) that all 
I 6,000 people. First half will be|for her support in the show since|the Copacabana management was 
— vocal, and second, piano. She’ll be| its inception in 1942 as part of| offering stock at $100 per share to 
% AMERICA’S | backed by an augmented orch and birthday ceremonies. the public. Goal, according to o TRI : 
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iBORAN 


ACE MASTER OF CERE- 

MONY, CURRENTLY PRE- 

SENTING HIS NOTED COMIC 

IMPERSONATIONS AT THE EAST- 

MAN KODAK BALL PARK, 
ROCHESTER, N. Y. 
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Dir.: GEORGE HAMID AGENCY 
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PAUL JUDSON 


Romantic Baritone 


FEATURED SINGER 
Spike Jones Revue | 





















C.8.S. Spotlight Revue | 
R.C.A. Victor Recordings 


NOW APPEARING 
Flaminge Hotel, Las Vegas, Nev. 


Permanent Address: 
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years, previous 


theatre date. 
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Doubling Taxes Martin’s 


Pipes; Out of N.Y. Copa 


Doubling can be pretty strenuous 
on a vocai act as Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis learned last week. Duo 


;} were doubling between the Roxy 


theatre and the Copacabana, N. Y., 
when Martin developed a case of 
laryngitis. Henny Youngman was 


‘| rushed into the breach at the Copa, 


and Lewis reroutined his act at the 
Roxy so that the headlining An- 
drews Sisters took over some of 
Martin's: songs. 

Martin returned to show Mon- 
day (28) but will remain out of the 
Copa until pipes are stronger. 


Thomas’ Chi Date 
Danny Thomas has been booked 
for the Chicago theatre, Chicago, 
starting Sept. 3. It’s not yet set 
whether comic will play any other 


theatre dates. 
Prior to vaude date, Thomas will 


play nitery stint at the Chez Paree, 
Chi. 



































MAXINE 


SULL 


| CURRENTLY | 
PENT HOUSE CLUB Indefinitely, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 


re ma. 


IVAN 


Personal Management: 
JOE MARSOLAIS 





























AMERICA'S TOP HEADLINE SINGING GROUP 





‘artist, who returns after four year 
absence; George Andre Martin and 
his dancing fingers; Harry Ward 


| and his comedy fiddle; Al Mardo 


and unintelligent canine; Three 
Oxfords, imported act featuring 
basketball on bicycles; Nick Lugas, 
troubadour; D’Vaughn Pershing, 
standout boy pianist, and Maurie 
Ruben’s line of eight moppet 
“Babylovely” dancers. 


BETTY HUTTON UNIT SET 
FOR GOLDEN GATE, S.F. 


Hollywood, June 29. 
Betty Hutton and her new vaude- 
ville troupe will open tomorrow 
(Wed.) at the Golden Gate theatre, 
San Francisco, with future book- 
ings in Atlantic City and Detroit. 
Unit, in addition to the star, con- 
sists of Ziggy Elman, the Lelolarks 
quartet, the Liphan Four, a juven- 
ile acrobatic act, and an orchestra 
of 18 pieces. 


Calloway’s Small Band (4) 
Into N. Y. Roxy July 14 


Cab Calloway has been set at 
the Roxy theatre, N. Y., with a 
quartet instead of his usual band. 
Maestro of late has been playing 
dates with an abbreviated crew, but 











this quartet will be the smallest 
number of men he’s taken into a 
theatre. Starting date is July 14, 
on same bill with Jackie Miles and 
Vivian Blaine. Carol Lynne, Three 
Bruises and Arnold Shoda will be 
in the ice section of the show. 
Dick Haymes is slated to top the 
succeeding bill. Buster Shaver and 
midget trio and Tommy Trent have 
also been signed for that layout. 


Cliff Fischer in N. Y. 





Clifford C. Fischer is back from |’ 


| buyers to be a “preferred” group 


* panist. Incidentally, it’s her first vastene, lnectie foll 
appearance in hometown, in 11 y; a ae aera for alt Copa openings and shows. 
ARTHUR || time being a| Alphonse Berge, lightning drape | Sales, however, are limited to 10 


| shares per person at 6% interest 
| and 10° bonus on recall. 

| Estate which owns the .property 
has been in litigation but which 
was Clarified this week when cir- 
cuit court ruled that Mrs. Fredonia 
Evalyn Ford was mentally compe- 
tent when she deeded the Copa 
property to a corporation. Attor- 
neys involved told the court that 


‘|the lease to Weinger is to be at- 


tacked as “overreaching.” Under- 
stood that the rental is $9,000 
yearly with.another 17 years to go. 
Figure is probably the lowest in 
the area for a property of this 
size and location. Weinger, how- 
ever, is confident of judicial sus- 
taining of the agreement if any at- 
tempts to break the lease are 
made. 

Meantime, Weinger, who was one 
of the first to bring big names 
here in the postwar years, is con- 
tinuing consultations with Norman 
Bel-Geddes on designs for the new 
Copa. With current sky-high con- 
struction costs in this area, it is 
estimated that the new building 
will cost a haif-million dollars. 


“HIT OF THE SHOW IS 
MADE BY CAPPELLA AND 


PATRICIA.” 


By B. B., LONDON DAILY MIRROR, 
June 18, 1948. 


“Dance with genuine distinction and 
almost succeed in ‘bringing the 
thew to @ stop’. 

LONDON TIMES, June 18, 1948 


“The high spot, however, Is the 
dancing of Cappella and Patricie 
which, in the second half of the 
shew, took the audience by storm 
and won them several encores end 
curtain calls.“ 

By E. L., BRIGHTON, June 12, 1948 


NOW SAVOY THEATRE 


With the Revue 
“A LA CARTE” 


| 




















AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


‘his Paris residence for a month’s 
‘business in New York, taking his 
|wife back to France until Septem- 


RCA 
4 VICTOR 
FAVORITES 









Currently ‘ber when both return with Edith 
|Piaf. Chanteuse returns to the p 
SURF CLUB | Versailles, N. Y., in the fall for 12 


| weeks at $4,000, upped from $3,000. 
|She did the nitery’s peak business 
‘during her previous engagement 
| there, following the closing of her 
|U. S. legit tour for which Fischer 28: 
had imported her. : aay ; ee } ) 

Miss Piaf's 12 weeks calis for an f ' 
additional eight weeks’ option. } A ht a' a ‘ \ Le t, ‘AY hay ee i 


- WILDWOOD, N. J. 


AN Major Networks, 
Theatres and Clabs, 
U. 8. and Canada 





Personal Direction—ED KIZKESY 
2908 RKO Rullding, New York 20, N. ©. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Latin Quarter, N.Y. 

Ina Ray Hutton’s Orch, Willie 
Shore, Martell Trio & Mignon, Don 
Saxon, The Promenaders (6), Al 


with his tep bits. At present he 
leans too much to the blue stuff. 
His version of a singing cowboy, 
utilizing bass fiddle for the horse, 
is an hilarious and smartly staged 





Nitery Dates 











Dunninger has been signed for 
the Chase hotel, St. Louis, starting 
July 9. 

Fred Fassler opens at the Park 





Variety Bills 


WEEK OF JUNE 30 


oo 


Numerals to connection with bills belew indicate opening day of show 


whether full 


—-——_—— 


or. split week. 














lorgan, Costello Twins, Gail Ben- | *- m3 : : : 
mph rag | ne Reed, Linegirls, Bud. piece of foolery. The takeoff on Sona 2 SS : Sr Letier in parentheses indicates cireuit: (1) Independent; (1) Loew; (M) Mons; 
d H low Orch; $3.50 ‘minimum. | Chevalier, is another topper. Tedi- oe : : (P) Paramount; (K) KKO; (8) Stoll; (W) Warmer; (WK) Waller Bende 
hs eek at sites : ' "| ous though, is his constant refer- Molly Picon into the Hunting 
There are enough diversified in-|€nce to balding pate and ad libbing | * 


d Fishing club, Pittsburgh, Aug. ! 

































































iw iY eS 4 tob & - Morgan & Laurie ("mpb ll & Rogersa 
; : ; a " . 110 NEW YORK CITY) Hob & Diane — Hors z= mapy'll & 
gredients in the new Latin Quarter with the ringsiders. Some of it is | Senor Wences signed for the Capitol (L) 1 | Mills & Powers Carrol Levis arent aoe a dete 
shew to satisfy most tastes of the funny, but’ much of it contains Pierre hotel, N.Y.. starting Oct. 15. | pont Haren f-wewsf paleo bade lchenn tert 
‘ é . ~. wi : a a > | “Pe : : : g <. 2. | -aul ichell eoida 2 _! . or 4 AHOUMSO 3 iaivh 
out-of-towners at whom this layout | "red lines that take the edge off | Lendre and Verna into the Latin | Jerry Maboaey CHICAGO Kmpire (M) 28 = | Keefes & Annetie 
is aimed. There isn’t any pretense | his talents. The guy has poten-| - on ae * % | unhills Chicage (P) 1 H’weod Doubles Ib Philippe & Marta 
iin se ; ‘ected | tialities and confidenc lus a, Quarter, N. Y., July 25. |Skinnay Ennis Ore | Pegey Ive Patricia Leigh Alfred Thripp 
that this show could be projected | a . nee, piu lL eralhi_Calli oe | - ‘ Seat - Siento | aiaiiith 
} : : . ‘flair for comedy Galli-Galli booked for Copa-!| Music Hall (1) 1 | Deve Harbour Jovy opkinson WOOD GREEN 
at any other type of audience. Lou | - & ; -» |cabana. N. Y.. on shew with) Helene & Howard [Step Bro ents LOWE Empire (8) 28 
Walters, through the years, has al- Supporting show is also solid. | C4¥ana, Be “ ies trons | Oriemint (f) 1 Dump H'rris & Sun } a ; 
ieee a i Sie 1 ae Marli trio aces ieely | Frances Langford Margaret Sande Sportsmen 4 Kenneth Booth | tfal Monty 
ways been quick to bow low to | tye on ancantrotleqeacro work.| June Mann (Ross Wyse, Jr) now | ht ‘Tetley-Kardos 3 Stooges | iiddie Lee | Peter Brough 
the visitor. and the results point with their controlled-acro work. a “9 ss - ‘ “7 t. vitl R ‘pl Fo —alnoery | Ly ce j billy Barr ! Moss-J Summers 
up his good judgment. The L.Q. ' Routined to garner mitting and | bre aking ina new ac with onnie y & F Vattett } | Fontaines | Wolverhhampton | Baholl « ghee 
is still in business while other | 24SpS. they click. Don Dennis, who, | Ross. + « et ho “wl ee tee 
Broadway cafes have come and in his own spot after the production | ; — ancy: heey l andy Kirk Ba | Max Miller ‘Bepemiie @ 
gone. and there’s the payoff. numbers, and despite an almost too | ‘NAMES CHALLENGED Paramount (P) 30] June Richmond | 
Here’s a show carefully. worked | “2%U4!_ Stance at the mike, scores eee ones Be) et ene pa 
eres . : iwith his full ranging versions of Peo Biee cage “hs liackie & Tuffy } 
out for general standard appeal | ; - Georgie Kaye a ) 
. : . "$0 (Continued on page 55) | Lane Bros CLEVELAND } 
and with budgetary acumen. This F Koxy (1) 30 Palace (K) 1 
isn't nightclub-goipg weather, after Jimmy Lyons, campaigning for Anivews Ss te promis + wll 
° . ms i Mantanh o é 
all. _AGVA FINES EMCEE election to the natienal beard of | }’°a" TAY [way ga 
There’s Ina Ray Hutton for the | the American Guild of Variety Art- | (aro! Lynne | reo . | NEW YORK CITY 
° ° J o * es . Ar ad Sho . : 
eee os imagen am FOR USING AMATEURS — = a the issue on the | oe (Ww) 3 | willy DeWolfe Cafe Seviety Vony tuavaar 
 depall-~pgge- pel pe Tagged eon en |desirability of electing name per- | Hob Crosby Ore | Martha ‘Tilton (Downiown) Jeun, Gainer 
—— ne Se ae the | Los Angeles, June 29. formers to the beard. It's Lyons’ gery edd ee pe tape ri ; oe rey ol see — — aan 
gun — ios . os re. peepee . Thad Swift, nitery emcee, was | contention that the top acts in the | Tes & Wing KINGSTON, s | Calvin Jackson Medes santos 
Willie Shore 1S a young comic | fined $100 by the American Guild | profession contributed little to the | : BRONX * Reche pei — soe tdmund tall Ore Cc Cavallaro Ore 
out of Chicago who’s been around : : : : : : . | ,, Crotena (1) 5-6 Musical Johnsc China idol Lenny Herman Ore 
th= bistros for years: he gatisfies |! Variety Artists, for putting on deliberations of the recent AGVA | Romaine & Babbvett | Burton & Janet Katharine. Chane Sete) New. Yornes 
ean the thet E, poet — |a floor show of amateurs at Som- | convention, inasmuch as their work | 2 pag ~ Pedi a Sack fee Rus jEiberie Ore 
S pope . . wlth tid ierset House. | too frequently makes it impossible | traye @ Nardo Wilfred May 3 ny ea Muriel Mack 
pg oe ey een el eaartel) | AGVA committee, headed by for them to serve. “= bay eE ce | Matt: Teck Hotel Feaunytvania 
Trio bom ‘alaconen 2 ye Bat: Sm acro | Florine Bale. ordered Swift indef- | The bulk of the work. he claims, Jumzica— ad) 20-2 R & M Nerman Noro Morales . Stutet one epee § 
turn: Don Saxon, production and |i®itely suspended unless he pays | was done by rank and file perform- ||; & 1) Bernard ee ve Birds |. Copecahenn Mencon! Ore 
® 4 . ’ s } : eve y ‘ ammo t ‘ | seity ieorge 
solo singer; Al Morgan, a pixie-ish | the fine and offers an explanation ers who have not achieved name | jy). % Art Jr Leon Fields Martin & Lewis sg A ‘nt  Kegts 
: ibis : aes lwithin 10 days. tatus Raye & Nardo Joe Howard Mionica Lewis fin! Saunders Ore 
piano personality, and the Costello | geen Miramba Aires NEWBURGH Hetty Bonnie Wrasiees Masons 
Twins, femme acro-hoofers. Contention is upheld by the fact | ary Karte Ritz (P) 2 only | Ward Donovan apie &  Weae 
: , « , ‘razi 2re ‘Te 7ii1ter Show ; iiay Matone ¢ , - A 
Nothing spectacular here. per- | Ousted fF SA’ e that only three top names, Henry tee Bros > . t ay 1A ‘4 Dorso Ore Milt Shaw Ort 
aps * again this is no'| Tom Dunn, Russell Swann and Phil | Si’*."*20* pee ty \ivares Ore vepite -Arvelio Ore 
aps, ut en agam is IS n ; The Gra ns ai Carman (FP) h Hotel Taft 
bill booked for the Broadway so-| e« | Foster, were delegates to the con- | ee “iy | Bip Mee 2 Slide ae yg ee oe | Vincent Lopez Ore 
what crowd. They’re not the ones | May Appeal to Membership vention. Others nominated bowed | ee si Jy ners | Koris Abbott i“nheat Octet Chunrtie brow 
upon whom can be depended the | : P out. 3 Edwards Bros | Wilhie & Dare Ht Sandler Ore Alan MePs 3 
biz to pay the weekly nut. The _ Beard of directors of Associated Phe Mad Caps ROCK FORD nite) al ee ‘Latin Quarter 
ry A > > _ E . } . ies ; ; Ste " ° . Juenger Ba s “4 
visitor from Utica is still the major | Agents of America, organization of | cay 1-01 Agi 4oc Frances Tangtoré | Highland Scandals SN RbOnY se 
factor in footing the bills. ‘independent agents, voted Monday | 1101iGay I ' | & Jon Tall | «stadys Palmer |Charioteers |, | Danny Riccardt 
wie: eae at | (28) s ‘ BALTIMORE Gold Dust Twins ‘aterson & Jacks’ |.) Morgen 
tiss Hutton wears gowns that | ‘28? to expel booker Jack Segal on In 10 at Salt Lake | Hippedreme (8) 1 | 6 Dyerettes Harold King er hg 
are revealing. and she sings a lit- | charges of unethical conduct. AAA hath Sadan: they. a 29 b & 1D Workman | Nip & Tack Retty Mays Ore Vatricin Adate 
tle. in addition to leading her orch. | board had maintained that Segal ~ a ot a sake aN} , dune . | antield Smith | Leon Sephas | i<ak dack =a Ore Richards-Aduir Der 
Standard stuff, maybe, but it’s the | practice of providing the acts he| “Holiday On Ice” wound up a | Mel Christopher p eee De | Peenanda Censee M Fricheite 
he —- 2 - ’ ae ee P a , * ‘whi cramaniacs ' upete . he . = , ‘ampe Or 
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season reached its crux this week 
with the reopening by Ned Schuy- 
ler and Bill Liebow of their huge 
Beachcomber with as lavish a pro- 
duction as any presented during 
the lush winter period. 
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velt will reinstate its band policy 


Raymond Dube, 23. world’s only 
at the end of summer. 


Canadian bullfighter. Burial was 
in the local French cemetery. 
Dube, native of Eastview. Ont., 
where his mother lives, was an ex- 
RCAF land crew member. He came 
to Mexico about three years ago, 
married and became star salesman 


Albany and N.Y.C. 
Albert Bagdasarian, WNBZ an- 


‘nouncer, back after two weeks in 
| Boston and Marblehead, Mass. 
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| surprise visit from the David 
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fast paced 90 minutes. 


Among Rogerites attending re- 
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Dullzel ° Retain His Non-Salary | SEEK AULING (IN Equity’s 49 Proposed Contract 
Equity Treas. Post to June “49 





Although he has withdrawn as 


active head of Equity, executive | 


secretary Paul Dullzell is still the 
treasurer of the actors’ union, a 
non-salaried job which he intends 
to retain until the end of the elec- 
tive term next June 1. He was 


i to continue as president ; 
prevailed p Praneany 


of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America but is not par- 
ticipating in the Four A’s efforts to 
fuse all talent groups into one 
union. 

The executive secretaryship is 
a salaried, appointive post. But 
because of his health and warn- 
ings by his doctor, Dullzell felt 
unable to act with the Equity com- 
mittee now negotiating with the 
managers for numerous contract 
changes, because of arguments 
sure to attend the huddles with 
the managers. Dullzell intends 
coming to his office several days 
weekly but may signature checks 
at his home, feeling that after a 
delayed rest he may be able again 
to be at least partially active in 
Equity’s interests. 

Dullzell’s compensation was 
comparatively modest, approxi- 
mately $6,500 salary annually. Sev- 
eral years ago he was offered an 
increase to $10,500, which he re- 
fused to accept, and he also more 
recently declined full salary for 
the rest of his days. He is en- 
titled to a pension, the amount to 
be fixed by Equity’s council. Small 
weekly sums are generally granted 
from pension funds but it’s ex- 
pected an exception will be made 
for Dulizell. 

Equity sought to keep Dullzell’s 
resignation secret, for some rea- 
son, when it was proffered June 
9, but the following week his with- 
drawal was known in Hollywood, 
before the office staff was aware of 
his action. Some of his aides 
didn’t seem to know what it was 
all about. Not until word was re- 
ceived from the Coast was it indi- 
cated that Dullzell was withdraw- 





Agents Protest League 
Plan for an Outsider Ia 
Goodwill Campaign Plea 


In addition to the League of New 
York Theatres special fund to con- 
test a governmental threat to the 
present method of limited partner- 
ship taxation, additional money is 
being raised for a general goodwill 
publicity campaign. Publicity work 
is supposed to start this summer 
but League plans have been sty- 
mied by a protest from the Assn. 
of Theatrical Agents and Man- 
agers, objection being registered 
to the proposal that a public rela- 
tions specialist outside of show 
buSiness be-engaged. 

ATAM contends that by so doing 
the League would be in violation 
of the basic agreement between 
the two groups. Union points out 
that the pact stipulates that any 
and all publicity for legit attrac- 
tions shall be handled only by 
ATAMers. Some showmen are 
known to have favored obtaining 
the services of an outsider, but it’s 
argued that such procedure is il- 
logical, since those not in show 
business are only superficially ac- 
quainted with theatricals. Who- 
ever handles the goodwill cam- 

m must have the support of 
agents and managers on the road, 
Something a so-called “public rela- 
mag counsel” may not readily se- 


Goodwill campaign fund is being 
raised by doubling the dues to $20 
weekly from producers and theatre 
Owners. According to the plan $10 
goes to the League for its admin- 

ation costs and an equal amount 


the publicity campaign. It’s | 


figured that $500 to $600 weekly 
should be available by autumn for 
Proposed new department, 
ample for the head pressagent and 
» the amount estimated as 


nece 000 
annually, approximating $30, 


TORONTO MUSHROOMS 
WITH STRAWHAT SETUPS: 


Toronto, June 29. 

Toronto summer resort area is 
mushrooming with strawhat ven- 
Most ambitious is that of 
Brian Doherty, who has now cre- 
ated a “wheel” in which he’ll have 
four companies continuously ro- 
tating in four resort spots. They’ll 
use town halls, dance pavilions and 
high school auditoriums. 

For greater novelty, the city 
fathers of nearby Midland started 
proceedings some weeks ago to 





lure in a summer theatre organiza- | 


tion, with Jack Blacklock, director 


of dramatics at Forest Hill Col- | 


lege, Toronto, taking over the 
chore. Blacklock is 
backed by the mayor, chamber of 
commerce and parks commission, 
these sponsoring the project as a 
tourist attraction. Troupe will play 
in an outdoor theatre. 

With Ernest Rawley dropping his 
annual summer season at the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, after eight 
years, Stanley Bell has jumped 
into the breach with a new com- 
pany and has taken over the Royal 
Ontario Museum basement theatre 
here, which seats 600. He will have 
a resident company and bring in 
guest stars. Director is Peter 
Boyne. 


‘Okla! For D. C. 


Swan Song 


Washington, June 29. 

“Oklahoma!” will be the final at- 
traction in Washington at the Na- 
tional before the house goes over 
to pictures early in August, the 
champ musical playing the capital 
for the third time. It will follow 
“Harvey,” which will complete its 
record local run in D. C. next week. 
“Oklahoma!” now in Boston, is 
scheduled for three weeks at the 
National starting July 12, house 
then losing road shows because of 
the Negro segregation situation. 
Plan to switch “Born Yesterday” 
from its Broadway berth (Lyceum) 
to the National was scratched. 


It was reported that one of the 
“Born” leads objected to the Wash- 
ington date on the grounds that 
the National’s color line policy 





had been opposed by Equity, but | 


there was no such objection. Stage- 
hands ruling stymied the capital 
showing of the comedy. When 
“Born” goes on tour a road crew 
will be required and the proposed 
National date would have put the 
attraction in that category, so that 





PARTNER SETUP 


Changes Keep Managers at Boil 





_ League of New York Theatres | 
1S preparing to contest the Inter-| 
nal Revenue contention that| 
limited partnerships should be | 
classified as virtual corporations | 
and taxed in the same way, which 
ne A ys ed _—, of; Maryland theatre, one - time 

ial shows slated for the com- | ; : 
ing season. For that purpose, pro- | home of two-a-day vaude and legit 
ducers and theatre owners have | attractions, was sold by auction 
been asked to contribute to aj} Thursday (24) to Michael Fox, local 
special legal fund, although the | realtor, for $79,500. Last of the 
exact total sought has not yet been |onetime amusement empire 
indicated. |}amassed by James L. Kernan,.the 


BALTO’S MARYLAND 
AUCTIONED FOR 79: 


Baltimore, June 29. 


Producers of attractions which |Maryland was acquired some years 
| are now operating on Broadway or | ago by C. William Hicks, operator 


on tour are expected to put in| of a string of film theatres, for 
$500 each and the same amount | possible addition to his Mayfair, 
is sought from showmen who will | located in the rear of the 1,250-seat 


financially | 


| present shows during the new sea- 
/son. Theatre operators are asked 
| to help finance the fund, as they 
would be affected directly, were 
|the number of productions de- 
pleted as much as some showmen 
already say is indicated. 
has received $1,500 from one 
owner, indicated to represent the 
Shubert theatre string. 

Reason for the move by the tax 
department against Broadway has 
not been explained. While it may 
take some time before a test case 
is decided.in court, backers whose 
multiple investments made it pos- 
sible for any number of shows to 
have been produced during recent 
seasons, have been given legal ad- 
vice that government claims may 
be retroactive for at least four 
years. 

New Administration to Help? 

On that ground Broadway mana- 








League | 


| house. 
| Hicks died shortly after his ac- 


| quisition and the auction last week 
| was ordered by his estate. Restric- 
tion in the bill of sale forbids use 

of house for films for a 25-year 
period. New owner is_ undeter- 
| mined as to future use of prop- 
| erty. 


| 


Hub Hubbub Due 
On Naming Names 


When playing Boston or any 
stand in Massachusetts, actors will 
|be required to register their right 
|names according to a_ statute 








| gers decided to meet the issue |adopted by the state legislature. 
|now. It’s pointed out that if there | Those not complying would be sub- 
is a change of administration in | ject to a fine of $100. It’s believed 
Washington, a new tax commis- | that a majority of professionals use 
sioner would be logical, one who |stage names, a custom that has 
might agree with Broadway legal-|been prevalent in show business 


'ists that the limited partnership 
| method of financing, one in which 
the backer (angel or investor) not 
be financially liable for more than 
the amount invested, is proper 
business procedure. 

Randolph Paul, retained as 
special counsel by the League to 
solve the tax situation, has been 
paid a retainer fund of $5,000 from 
the managers’ general fund. He is 
associated with the legal firm 


‘headed by John Wharton, who is | 


}almost since its origin. Purpose 
|of the law, which was signatured 
|by the governor early this month, 
hasn't been clearly explained. 


It’s not expected that local au- 
thorities will publicize the listings 
‘required to be filed. Interpreta- 
,tion of the statute so far is that 
the law is a protective one since it 
pertains to all persons appearing 
in a “public exhibition, public 
show, public amusement or other 
public performance under an as- 





/also a member of the Playwrights sumed name” if for compensation, 
Co., and who has drawn up any | which would include outdoor shows 
number of limited partnership and boxers. Law states that all 
agreements. Wharton’s office, too, | shall file with the Commissioner of 





‘backers of productions, while Paul 
'is a former assistant Internal Rev- 
!enue commissioner and familiar 
_with the department’s activities. 





LUKAS-LED ‘LIZZIE’ 
IN FRISCO BREAKIN 


Los Angeles, June 29. 
Paul Lukas signed for the male 


represents some of the leading. 


were the skip date played and the lead in “Time for Elizabeth,” leg- 
show returned to Broadway as |iter written by Norman Krasna and 
planned, a double crew would be Groucho Marx and slated for open- 





on the payroll. 





Herbert to Direct For 


Three Fort Worth Operas 
Fort Worth, June 29. 
“Carmen,” Nov. 10 and 11; “La 
Boheme,” Feb. 23 and 25, and “The 
Bartered Bride” March 28 and 30, 
will comprise the 1948-49 Fort 
Worth Civic Opera Assn. produc- 
tion schedule, the most ambitious 
of its three-year history. “Bride” 


wili be the only one given in Eng-|1,,..ce committee. Negotiations are | 
les 
lish. 


Leon Varkas, premier danseur of 
the Metropolitan Opera Co., is 
tentatively scheduled to assist in 


‘selecting players and producing the 


ballet of “Carmen” and “Bride.” 

Walter Herbert, who also directs 
the New Orleans Opera, will again 
conduct the productions here, with 
singers from the Met and other 
companies in leading roles and 
local artists in minor roles and the 
chorus. Performances will be given 
in the Will Rogers Memorial Audi- 
torium, 


ing at San Francisco’s Geary the- 
atre Aug. 9, with Russell Lewis and 
Howard Young producing. 

Theatre Guild subscription play 
will be shown at the Biltmore, 
_L. A., in September before moving 
‘to N. Y. 


Dallas Little Theatre 


Angles for Pix House 
Dallas, June 29. 

The Dallas Little Theatre hopes 

to begin its 1948-49 season with a 

playhouse of its own, according to 

‘Edwin Tankus, chairman of the 








‘being conducted with two local pix 
‘theatres, where the Little theatre 
‘might operate on a_ percentage 
‘basis for a few nights and films 
‘shown the rest of the time. 

| No more than six major produc- 
‘tions would be presented this sea- 


‘son, with a system of rotating di- | 


‘rectors until a permanent one can 


| be secured. 





, 

Producers Ned Warren and Bill 
‘Steuer have pacted David Mordecai 
‘to maestro their forthcoming 


Day.” 


Broadway musical, “The Happiest | 


Public Safety the true name, le- 
gal address and assumed name. 
Equity asked the purpose of the 
law but an explanation was not 
forthcoming and whether the stat- 
ute applies to producers and oth- 
ers connected with productions 
isn’t clear. Actors and others with 
shows are advised to inquire their 
status when playing Boston and to 
be guided by their own judgment. 


Three New Plays Mulled 
For Theatre 48 Schedule 


Dallas, June 29. 

' Theatre °48 will open its third 
Dallas season Nov. 8 in the Gulf 
Oil Playhouse at Fair Park. Man- 
aging director Margo Jones an- 
nounced she may produced Jean- 
Paul Sartre’s “Passion of Proces- 
sional.” It will be the first time 
one of his plays has been produced 
jin Dallas. “Cross Purposes,” by 
| Camus, also is under eonsideration. 

A manuscript play titled “Skoal” 
'by Vivian Johannas is on the Dallas 
ischedule along with revivals of 
'Chekhov’s “The Sea Gull” and 
| Shakespeare's “Twelfth Night.” 
|; in the east of Tennessee Wil- 








|liams’ “Summer and Smoke” which 
| Miss Jones will direct on Broadway 
|in October so far are three former 
|Theatre ‘48 members: Tod An- 
drews, Betty Greene Little and 
Raymond Van Sickle. 

Wilson Brooks, who spent last 
summer and winter with Theatre 
'°48, is now in “Command Decision,” 
on Broadway. Jack Warden is be- 
ing considered for the part of 
Glenn Campbell in the Broadway 
production of “Leaf and Bough” by 
Joseph Hayes. He created the role 
in its initial production here last 
' winter. 





* Second negotiation meeting be- 


tween League of N. Y. Theatres 
| (managers) and Equity commit- 


| 
jtees for the purpose of entering 
| into a new contract was held Mon- 
|}day (28) and, as expected, sharp 
differences were argued. Actors’ 
demands number 28 and in addi- 
tion therg are 21 from the. chorus 
union, for a total of 49 proposed 
contract changes. Most of the de- 
mands of the two unions are dupli- 
cations but the chorus wants the 
same. minimum pay of $75 on 
Broadway and $100 on the road, 
}as actors have, and both seek re- 
hearsal pay of $50 weekly, from 
the first day of rehearsal. 

After a three-hour session Mon- 
;day (28) it was decided to meet 
}again tomorrow (Thurs.) and nego- 
| tiate point by point, after strong 
i differences of opinion wére aired. 
'It’s understood the managers asked 
| Equity to withdraw all demands 
‘which would increase + operating 
|expenses because of declining box- 
office. Idea was rejected. Equity 
| was asked to give evidence to sup- 
port the boosts. 


Equityites contend that the in- 
,creases constitute a small per- 
|centage of the cost of production, 
while the managers can’t see it 
that way, countering by pointing 
out that production is a one-time 
outlay, while higher company sal- 
aries sought would be a weekly 
acdition to the operating budget. 
Equity wants protection for ill- 
nesses both when the star forces 
canceliation of performances be- 
cause of ill health, or when the 
supporting player cannot appear 
for the same reason. New contract 
would extend from Aug. 15, ’48 to 
Nov. 15, ’49, to be annually nego- 
tiated thereafter. 


There are to be no more seven- 
day stands, if the actors have their 
way. All shows are to be ‘on a 
six-day week basis, all to have a 
layoff of 24 hours weekly, as re- 
quired in New York. Shows play- 
ing Sundays in town or out would 
have to lay off Mondays or some 
other weekday. Right to lay off 
shows without salary the weeks 
before Christmas and_ Easter 
would be out for companies on 
tour (few are dark on Broadway), 
and if performances are not given 
all in the company would get ex- 


(Continued on page 51) 


Shubert-Lafayette Suit 
For 106 Vs. AFM Dropped; 
House Takes 3 Musicians 


Detroit, June 29. 


Shubert-Lafayette theatre has 
nixed its $10,000 suit against De- 
troit local and American Federa- 
tion of Musicians and agreed to 
carry three union musicians under 
contract, according to Milton Mad- 
den, attorney for Lafayette Dra- 
matic Productions. 

Action also involved Jack Fer- 
entz, president, and George Clancy, 
secretary, of the Detroit branch. It 
was filed last February after thea- 
tre was forced to cancel Maurice 
Chevalier beeause of union dispute. 


Singer brought own accompanist 
and theatre dropped musicians for 
‘run of engagement. Taft-Hartley 
law violations were charged in the 
suit, which was filed in federal 
court. 

In announcing out-of-court set- 
tlement, Madden said no money 
was involved but theatre agreed to 
carry three musicians at all times. 
Before-the row, six were employed 
but none has been carried on con- 
tract esince. 


Wings for ‘Angels’ 
Los Angeles, June 29. 
John O’Harris was granted per- 
mission by the Police Commission 
to reopen his legit production, 
“City of Angels,” at the Musart. 
Play, written by John Bright and 
dealing with racial discrimination, 
had been closed for a week because 
it lacked a permit. 
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Legit in A.C. Convention Hall Again: 


Conn. Strawhat 


Atlantic City, June 29. 
Huge ballreom of Convention 
Hall will again be converted into 
a summer theatre with David Lowe 
for a secend season presenting 


Broadway successes. Lowe made a | 


go of it last season despite some 
bad weather breaks. 
flis shows will have competition 


in the Jehn Harris “Ice-Capades,”’ | 
which opens July 6 with a benefil | 
performance for the Press Club of | 
Atlantic City Boy Scouts fund. So | 


far Lowe has the only legit in town 
though burlesque is deing biz at 
the uptown Globe. 

Lowe will open his seasen July 
12 and will run shows through Sept. 


5. First scheduled is “John Loves | 


Gives Ballet Preem 


house, has arranged a concert pro- 
gram for the summer, opening 
Sunday (27) with Glady’s Swarth- 
eut. She also has booked other 
names artists for the season. 

Offerings last week did fairly 
good business, although only 
Bucks could claim capacity at each 
performance. 








Bennington Teeoft 
Bennington, Vt., June 29. 
Bennington Drama Festival, di- 
rected by Howard Shaw, will be- 
gin its third season at the Benning- 


|ton High School auditorium to- | 


| night (29) in “Dear Ruth.” 
| Opening performance is spon- 
|sored by B'nai B'rith. 





é H Williams. Philip Tonge 
= dnetiog: Eddie McHugh is 
stage manager; Robert Lowen, art | 
direetor, and George Meister, man- 
aging director. Opening show is | 
“First Mrs. Fraser.” starring Jane > 





——————— 


bber, lin O'Conner, | e.@ « 
— Pexto “ men Leeds, Ar- | Fx f 
thur Lovejoy, Mary Lee_ Phelps | ritic 
Show Biz to Fight Vs. 





Cowl, with Reginald Mason as her 


Ei iS peed 2 cnet. OF MINN. TO SPONSOR 
se punday , s ap 
mn FREE PRO CONCERTS 


sen reservations and ticket demand 
Minneapolis, June 29. 


indicates a brisk season.. 

‘Partition’ Fer Monticelle Minnesota Summer Session, a 50- 
Monticello, N. Y.. June 29. | piece professional orchestra spon- 
“Partition,” a drama by C. Hart | sored by the Univ. of Minnesota in 
Schaaf about current world affairs, | cooperation with the Minneapolis 
will be tried out at the Forestburgh AFM, will present free concerts 
summer theatre here the week of | this summer in the Northrop Audi- 
| Aug. 8 by the company from the |torium on the campus. 
| Provincetown playhouse, N. Y. | Dr Paul M. Oberg, chairman of | 
| “Three Votes for Love.” comedy | tne yniversity’s music department, 

by Paul Cutler, will be tested later ih eneienk: 











“Mary,” to be followed by “For | 
Love or Money,” with Janet Blair,; Malden Bridge, N. Y., June 29. 

and then “Life With Father.”| The Malden Bridge Playhouse 
Other plays tentatively scheduled | will open its third season tomorrow 


Maiden Bridge Ringing Up 


ape May, June 29. 


Effie Young, will be tried out Sept. 
6 (Labor Day) at the Cape theatre 


—— Cape May Say 


“Never Say Never,” comedy by | 


i ‘Central City’s Music 
Festival Preps Two 


are “Kind Lady,” with Sylvia Sid- 
ney, who appeared here last year. 
“Tonight or Never,” with Elisabeth 
Bergner; “The Little Foxes,” and 
possibly “Bloomer Girt.” 

Theatre will again be ramped 
with seats fer 2,200. Lease is the 
same as last year, the city to get 


6°° of the first $10,000; 8% of the | 
next $5,000 and 10% of everything | 


above that. Terms are based on 


gross receipts, with the producer | 
Top to run 


to pay all expenses. 
from $2.59 or $3. 





Seuthbury Skeds Baliet 
Southbury. Conn., June 29. 

The Connectieut strawhat circuit 
has now seen everything. After 
serving for years as the testing 
ground of barns-to-Broadway hope- 
fuls in the field of straight plays. 
the Nutmeg state has now come 
up with the world premiere of a 
baliet paced by some of the art's 
classiest prima bailerinas. 

Spot for this unfurling was Jack 
Quinn’s Southbury Playhouse and 
the occasion was the initial per- 
formance of a 20-minute ballet 
titled “Variations,” by Todd Bo- 
lender, to the music of Mozart. It 
was extremely well received. 

With costumes by Robert Davi- 


son and musical direction by Nico- | 
las Kopeikine, theme was executed | 


by Ruthanna Boris, Maria Tall- 
chief, Marie-Jeanne, Mary Ellen 
Moylan and Tannaquil Leclerc. 
wit Luis Lopez and Francisco 
Moeneion featuring a minuetto. 

Two other ballets, “Commedia 
Balletica” and “Mother Goose 
Suite.” preceded “Variations” and 
the company also included Bea- 
trice Tompkins, Herbert Bliss, 
Frank Hobi, Rita Karlin, Margaret 
Walker, Janice Roman and Joan 
Bowman. 

That the venture went over fi- 
nancially was indicated by the Sat- 
urday night sellout and a healthy 
b.o. for Sunday. Latter ineluded 
a busload of New York dance ad- 


dicts who made the six-hour round- | 


trip hegira into the sticks for a 
gander at the new ballet. 





Denison Group Is Set 
Granville, O., June 29. 
_With more than $10,000 in the 
kitty from sponsors, Denison 
Univ.’s Summer Theatre counts its 
second season a success already 
even if the group is only in the 
third week of a seven-week 
schedule. Thirty-five of the spon- 
sors pledged te pay up to $100 
each to cover any deficit. With 
this working capital the troupe 
urchased its own tent, which has 
n erected on the lower campus. 
Prof. Edward A. Wright, head of 
Denison's theatre arts department. 
is the director and Paul E. Randall. 
director of drama at Temple Univ.. 
is co-director. 





Keen Competition in Pa. 


Strawhat competition will be. 


keen in this section this summer. 
with five theatres within a 40-mile 
radius of Easton. 
Playhouse at New Hope had the 
field all to itself for a while. with 
filled houses nightly. Playhouse 
appears little affected by the com- 
petition which has grown up since. 
despite new competition from four 
sas ogee " 
week was an indication of 
the bid each made for cash cus- 
tomers. While Bucks showed “The 
Late George Appley,” with Grant 
Mitchell, the Clinton Music [lall. 
less than 20 miles away, had Sid- 
ney Blackmer in “All My Sons.” 
Hunterdon Hills theatre at Jut- 
land, three miles from Clinton, had 
Alan Baxter in “Voice of the Tur- 
tle’; the Playhouse at 
Mountainhome had William Van 
_—_ =  rogg E nave Mary.” and 
ayloft, near entown, had John 
Carradine in “20th Century.” 
In addition, lone Hutaine, who 
Owns the Hunterdon Hills Play- 


; 
Fee Ds. A De f2\> 


Bucks County | 


|(Wed.) with “Years Ago.” Ralph 
Browne, Dorty Harris and Mary 
|EJizabeth Aurelius are featured. 
| Direction is by Eunice Osborne. 
| Performances run through Sunday. 
' Appearing also are Peggy Deane, 
| Steve Christian, Marjorie Butter- 
| worth, Theodora Landess, Marland 
Messner and William Sturgess. 
Elizabeth Grefe designed the cos- 
'tumes; Monte Gillespie, the stage 
| settings. 





Bar Harbor Preems ‘Word’ 
Bar Harbor, June 29. 

“Word to the Wise,” a new play 
| by Maurice Dolbier, will be pre- 
|miered Monday (5) at the Bar Har- 
‘bor playhouse. 

Alexis Luce and Theodore Leav- 
itt are featured. 





Lake George Hayloft 
Lake George, N. Y., June 29. 

| Joe Crosby’s Barn Playhouse at 
| Bolton Landing will lift the cur- 
{iain tonight (Tues.) with “Yes, My 
| Darling Daughter.” 

| Spot, a new one, is advertised as 
|““‘the only summer theatre on Lake 
| George.” Performances’ extend 
) through Sunday. 


| Steckbridge’s 4'2G ‘Skin’ 
Stockbridge, Mass., June 29. 
“The Skin of Our Teeth,” with 
Thorton Wilder and Carol Stone. 
did an estimated $4,500 in seven 
performances at the Berkshire 
Playhouse. At $1.20-$2.92 scale. 
Saturday matinee audience in 
cluded Elmer Rice and wife. Betty 
Field, who debuted at Stockbridge 
as a maid in “First Mrs. Fraser.” 
in 1933. Miss Field will appear 
with ‘Wilder in “Skin” at Westport. 
aa probably the week of July 
Kendall Clark, a Berkshire Play- 
house standby, and Pat Papert, a 
newcomer from Texas, have the 





principal roles in “John Loves 
Mary.” which tees off tonight 
‘Tues.). Gage Clarke, who made 


his debut here a dozen years ago, 
returns for the first of three plays: 
in which he will appear. 








Lenawee’s Six-Week Season 
Adrian, Mich., June 29. 

Lenawee Players, most of whom 
are or have been students in the 
drama department of Catholic 
Univ. in Washington, will offer a 
| six-week season in a barn five 
miles north of Adrian, Mich., on 
Route M 52. Dorothy Chernuck, 
who heads the drama department 
of Trinity College, Washington, 
is director. James Brennan, Chi- 
cago, formerly with the Touring 
Players, is technical director. The 
barn will seat 225 persons. 

Season will open July 7. with 
“Kiss and Tell.” Performances 
will be given Wednesday through 
Sunday. Other plays to be of- 
fered are “Night Must Fall,” 
“Charley’s Aunt.” “Our Town,” 
“Angel Street and “Importance of 
Being Earnest.” 








Denver Rep Re-skeds 
Denver, June 29. 

Heavy advance sales has caused 
the Artists Repertory Theatre, 
coming to Denver this year, to 
eancel the projected two days a 
week in the Colorado Springs audi- 
torium. The plan originally was 
to give five shows each week (four 
nights and a matinee) in Phipps 
auditorium, Denver, and two nights 
‘in Colorado Springs. The seven 
; shows will all be staged in Denver. 
| Teeing off Thursday (1) night 
iwith a gala opening, advance sale 
indicates near capacity crowds. 
‘Prices are $1.20 and $2.40 for 
nights, and $1 and $1.80 for the 
matinee. The final show, a new 
musical, “Sounds Like Music.” 
will be $3.60. Elitch stock is get- 
ting 60c to $1.30 for Sunday night 
and Wednesday matinee, and 80c 
to $2 fer cther nights. 

Artists Repertory is using the 
guest star setup with a resident 
company, made up of Frances Mit- 
chel, David Durston, Frank Mosier, 





lege drama prof, will stage it. 
Play, based on a mag story by 
Myna Leckwood, has twice been 


produced. 





Cape Stretches Seasen 
Boston, June 29. 

With signing of Joan Caulfield 
to appear in “Voice of the Turtle.” 
week of Aug. 30, the season at 
Richard Aldrich’s Cape Cod Play- 
house, Dennis, has been extended 
to ten weeks instead of nine as 
originally scheduled. 





Dumke in Salt Lake ‘Boat’ 
Salt Lake City, June 29. 

Ralph Dumke has signed to play 
Captain Andy in “Show Boat,” 
completing the University theatre 
east for the opener of the summer 
festival, July 14. Kenneth Spen- 
cer, Peggy Engel and Richard 
Charles have other leads. Origi- 
nally scheduled for 15 perform- 
ances of “Show Boat” and “Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream.” the fes- 
tival has been cut to 13 perform- 
ances, with two showings of 
“Dream” dropped. 

“Dream,” unlike “Boat,” will be 
produced with a local cast. but 
with two of the leads from “Boat” 
doubling in “Dream.” 





Seattle’s New Strawhat 
Seattle, June 29. 

Newest strawhat here is the Sur- 
rey Playbarn, which opened last 
week with a production of “Night 
Must Fall.” Playbarn, on east side 
of Lake Washington, near Bellevue, 
is operated by a community group 
and uses a drawing room setup, 
with no stage. Plans call fer four 
productions this summer with 
plays to be put on alternately in 
repertory. Second production will 
be “Kiss and Tell.” 

Decorations are by Gerald Grace 
and Mrs. Phillip von Phul. Milo 
Ryan is general manager. 





Brattleboro Bews July 13 
Brattleboro, Vt., June 29. 

Harry Young, who will open the 
Brattleboro Opera House for the 
eighth season of summer 
July 13, has signed Lois Wilson 
and Eddie Nugent to guest in “Yes. 
My Darling Daughter” and Julie 
Haydon for her origina! role in 
“The Glass Menagerie.” Young 
probably will make his only ap- 
pearance in “Menagerie.” Ellen 
Hardies, of the acting company, 
who directed the Tennessee Wil- 
liams drama at the Playhouse in 
Aibany last month, with Young in 
the cast, is slated to siage it at 
Brattleboro. 


Cambridge Pacts Sands 
Boston, June 29. 

Dorothy Sands has been signed 
by the Cambridge Summer Play- 
house to star in “The Circle.” week 
of July 13 and “The Devil’s Dis- 
ciple,” week of July 27. Also newly 
signed is Mary Manning Howe. 
formerly of the Abbey and Gate 
theatres, to appear in “Shadow and 
Substance,” with cast headed by 
Julie Hayden. 

Mrs. Boris Goldovsky. wife of 
the New England Opera head. will 
make her legit debut. aiso in 
‘Shadow ana Substance.” here. 
She'll appear in other spots during 
the season, too. 








Unionville Gets Group 20 
Unionville, Conn., June 29. 

Thesp organization calling itself 
the Group 20 Players will offer 
strawhat repertory at the Town 
Hall here for the season of July 27 
to Labor Day. 

Running a different play each 
week, on a Tuesday-Saturday 


Wimpole’ Street,” “Winterset,” 
“Importance of Being Earnest,” 
“The Warrior’s Husband” and 
“Night Must Fall.” 





here. Howard Bailey, Rollins Col- 
| 


stock | 


schedule, list includes “Barretts of | road 


Operas for 3-Wk. Sked 


Central City, Col., June 29. 
The Central City music play | 





|the 70-year-old opera house here, | 
pee “Cosi Fan Tutte” and “Tales | 
ot Hoffmann” to be given in alter- 
inate performances for three weeks. 
Frank St. Leger is producing; Emil / 
Cooper conducting; Herbert Graf 
|is stage director, and singers in- 
iclude Laura Grauer, Jane Hobson, 
|Claudia Pinza, Joseph Laderoute, 
'Thomas Hayward and Mario Berini. 
| The state of the stage and music 
iwill be discussed at a seminar to 
| be held at the theatre July 22, with | 
|George Somnes, New York and 
Denver theatre produeer and direc- | 
itor, as moderator. Others slated to | 
attend are Virgil Thomson, N.Y. | 
| Herald Tribune music critic; How- | 
jard Taubman, N.Y. Times music | 
|editor; Gypsy Rose Lee, and| 
| Martha Seoit, who will be in Den- | 
iver starring in “Our Town,” one 
‘of the Artists Repertory Theater 
| productions being staged in Denver | 
this summer. 

Miss Lee is coming to Denver | 
this summer with her husband, | 
Julio de Diege, painter who will} 
| teach at the Univ. of Denver, which ! 
| classes will be held in Central City. | 


‘MARKOVA, DOLIN JOIN 
_ BALLET RUSSE FOR FALL 


| Alicia Markova and Anton Dolin, 
| who have been touring with their 
own ensemble the past few seasons, 
will be guest stars with the Ballet 
Russe de Monte Carlo for latter's 
season at the Met, N. Y., this fall. 
It will be Dolin’s first appearance 
with the group. Miss Markova 
danced with Ballet Russe about a 
decade ago. 

The two will finish current guest | 
appearances at Covent Garden, | 
London, July 5. They're planing | 
from England, to arrive in N. Y. | 
July 14. They have summer dates | 
at the Hollywood Bowl and /' 
Lewisoha Stadium, N. Y. 


NCAC. Shuffles Execs 
In Morton Departure 


National Concert & Artists Corp. 
has made several exec changes 
since departure of former prez 
Alfred H. Morton to head up tele- 
vision activities for 20th-Fox. 
Marks Levine, former veepee, is 
now prez and O. O. Bottorff, also 
former veepee, is now chairman 

















of the board. (The two bought out 
Morton’s interest, and now con- 
trol NCAC). 


D. L. Cornetet was elected vee- 
pee and will remain as head of | 
the Chicago office. Alexander F. | 
Haas was also chosen veepee, and 
will continue to head up the Coast 
office. Thomas M. Reilly, sec.- 
treas., will be head of NCAC’s pop 
division in New York. Three execs 
were also made members of the 
board of directors. 


‘BURLESQUE’ FOR TEXAS 
Dallas, June 29. 
“Burlesque,” with Bert Lahr 
starred, has been booked by Inter- 
state Theatres Circuit for a Texas 
circuit run in December. 
; It will start its run at the Meiba 
rere. 


Lincoin, Neb., Pieks Director 

Chi , June 29. 
George Randall, formerly with 
company of “Anna Lucasta,” 
becomes director of the Civic the- 
atre, Lincoln, Neb. Group will use 
Circle theatre as presentation 
ouse. 











The present surge of censorship 
may destroy the vitality and char- 
acter of American show business 
and the arts, says Gilbert w. 
Gabriel, author of “I Thee Wed” 
and other novels, and former New 
York drama critic. ‘Censorship has 
got to be stopped. Maybe, by this 
time, it’s already past the stage of 
merely hoping and has reached 
definite organizing and fighting.” 

The novelist-critic is particuarly 
aroused over the recent book-seiz- 
ures and arrests of booksellers by 
Philadelphia police. He feels it’s 
time that authers, publishers, 
dramatists, producers and creative 
people in all fields of entertain- 
ment and the arts realize that what 
happened in Philadelphia was not 
an isolated event. It is part of a 
general trend. There have been 
other similar actions in Philadel- 
phia and elsewhere, he says. And 
the whole development threatens 
the freedom which is the essence of 
the American theatre and arts and 


optioned for Broadway, but never | festival will open Saturday (3) in | letters. 


“Motion pictures get strangely 
cut or rebuked by powerful, if un- 
official, boards in Philly,” said 
Gabriel... “And when a newspaper 
tries to stand up and say how un- 
fair it is—as one newspaper did, to 
iis serrow—equally sirange things 
have been known to happen to its 
advertising and its subscription 
list.” 

Hammerstein Gets Results 

Gabriel related how Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, as Authors League of 
America president, sent a telegram 
of protest on the book seizures to 
the Philadelphia mayor, with 
copies to the Philly and New York 
papers. Unexpectedly, the New 
York dailies generally ignored the 
statement, but the Philly papers 
gave it a big spread. 

“It had the town—and the mayor 
—by the ears,” said Gabriel. “And 
those raids, which they'd threat- 
ened to keep up during the next 
few days, summarily stopped. The 
matter, it was blandly announced, 
would be left for the courts to de- 
cide.” 

“The current wave of suppres- 
sion of ideas must be halied— 
halted before the magazine editors 
and book manufacturers agree with 
the Hollywood decree that bankers, 


‘for instance, mustn’t be portrayed 


as villains any more.” 

“The stopping.” said Gabriel, 
“will have to be done by several 
strong and banded agencies. One 
won't be able to fight it through 
alone against such automatically 
cohesive forces of reaction. ‘The 
Authors League is only one.” 


‘Annie’ Sets a New Aussie 
Record in Adelaide; ‘Boy’ 
Looks Like Sydney Click 


Adelaide, June 16. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” with 
Webb Tilton and Evie Hayes, after 
running for nine months solid in 
Melbourne, has hit eight weeks in 
this moderate size spot—a record 
for any musical—and may run 10 
weeks. 

“Annie” is expected to run a year 
solid in Sydney when it bows in 
there later in the year. Show is 
one of the best coin-grabbers pre- 
sented by J. C. Williamson. 








‘Boy’ Set for Run 
Sydney, June 16. 

Terence Rattigan’s “The Winslow 
Boy” has been given a brilliant 
production at the Minerva here by 
Whitehall Productions (Kathleen 
Robinson. Roland Walton and Rich- 
ard Parry). Drama should click off 
a solid run. 

Acting honors go to John Sykes, 
who also directed the show. He 
came from London some time back 
to do acting and directorial chores 
for Whitehall. Excellent cast in- 
cludes Kathleen Robinson, Richard 
Parry. Jessica Noad and Jolin 
Mellion. 

Olivier Opens in Sydney _ 

Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh open in Sydney June 29 at 
Tivoli in “School for Scandal. 
Coupie are resting presently after 
long Melbourne run. : 

There’s terrific interest in Tas- 
mania for two weeks’ run in Hobart 
of the Old Vic Co., headed by 
Olivier and Miss Leigh. Seats at 
$4.are at a premium for the rue 
veder the British Cultural Council- 





,\D. O'Connor combo. 
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Best Summer Week in Yrs. at ChiB.0,: | rer’ ces $20,000 


‘Shoes’ 386, ‘Boat’ 276, Mary’ 186 


Chieago, June 29. 





Flood of Conventioneers 

prought in one of — best ee 
in the decade at t 

weeks in “Over 30,000 American 


L- edical “Assn. delegates, plus 


visitors, brought out the / continues to draw large audi 
“For Love or | at Hub’s spacious Opera conga 


% eut” signs. 
Koa got good reviews from 


‘Okla!’ 316, Hub 
Popularity of oo 7 eee Sip 


With biz off from last week, it 


most of the dailies when it opened | still pulled a hefty $31,000. 





June 22 and looks to stay around. 





ing on the length of stay for “An- 

” “altegro” is the next musical | 
due to hit Chicago. 

Estimates for Last Week 


“annie Get Your Gun” comes into “Qklahoma!” doin hree- 

the Shubert July 5, and, depend. | rc it "g 49 | return. The Guild yan will 

ng qu y | ring “curtain” for the house unless 
‘Gos © 

















entinued from page 49 


|pense money equal to the min- ‘matum on house’s Negro exclusion 


“For Love or Money,” Selwyn | imum salary of $100. 


(ist wie (1,000; $3.71). Good $9,000 
= — Shoes,” Great 


High Button e : : 
yertbers (6th wk) (1,500; $6.18). | suggestions for new-demands and Clark 43146, 


Harris got plenty. 


of the take, $38,000. 
“John Loves Mary,” 


They Asked For It 
Equity asked members to make 


When stars or fea- 


(20th wk) (1,000; $3.71). Went up tured players are ill or die; the 


again this week. Good $18,000. 


cast would get one-eighth of the 


“Show Boat,” Shubert (17th wk) minimum pay for each missed per- 
(2,100; $4.94. Last week brought |formance. If an actor cannot ap- 
in fine take. Closed Saturday (26)| pear because of his. own illness, 


with $27,000. 


MASSEY HALL DUE FOR 





Toronto, June 29. 


he would receive half salary or the 
minimum, whichever is greater. 
After appearing for ene year in 
|a preduction, an actor shail be 
entitled to two weeks’ vacation or 
$400,000 FACELIFT minimum pay, at his diseretion, | 

5) same to apply to stage managers, 


assistants and understudies, vaca- 


Dropping plans for a new uptown tions to be staggered so perform- 


concert because of current high 
eonstruetion costs, the trustees of 


ances may not be affected. Num- 
ber of acters cannot be reduced 


Massey Hall have shuttered the |#{ter playing N. Y., Chicago, Les 


aud for the summer and will spend 


Angetes or San Francisco without 


some $400,000 in modernizing it. consent of Equity’s cuts board. 


Hall will open its 54th season Oct. 


Managers are responsible for se- 


22, with the Toronto Symphony | curing hotel reservations and upon 
under Sir Ernest MacMillan and |arrival, if such reservations are not 
the usual concert season followup. | acceptable to the actor, he shall 

Deeision to shelve temporarily | 20t be required to rehearse or per- 


the propesed uptewn concert centre 


form until such arrangements are 


was also governed by the fact that forthcoming. Names of all mem- 
Massey Hall will be at the junction | 5€Ts of the easts are to appear on 


of two new subway arteries when 
these are completed. Massey Hall 


the heuse board in front of the 
theatre. A committee set up by 


Actor Raymond Massey, and pre- | °f Theatrical Agents 


and Man- 


sented to the city, with the Massey | 28ers would investigate sanitary 


estate meeting the forthcoming 
$400,000 cost of reconversion. 








conditions of theatres and hotels 
ithroughout the country. 


While the twe-weeks’ notice rule 


applies to both actor and manager, 


eee 
no Equity deputy can be dismissed 
Houston Al F resco Opera for any reason without Equity’s 


Bows With Fledermaus’ written consent. Five-day proba- | 
tionary period remains, but not for 


stage managers or assistants. Stage 


Houston, June 29. 


Johann Strauss’ “Die Fleder-|™@nagers must be engaged two 


maus,” playing six performances 


weeks prior to start of rehearsals 


(21) ) |at not less than half salary and 
nae | the gg eer gis any work done previously shall be 
Opera Co's. third annual season | Pro-rated. 


here. Operetta starred John 


Brewnlee, Met opera baritone, | agers on 


Minimum wage for stage man- 
straight shows would 


with Nancy Swinford, loc~t so- | be $150 on Broadway and $175 for 


prano, featured as Rosalind... 


tryout and road. For musicals the 


Second production will be Sig- | minimum would be $200 in N. Y. 


mund Romberg’s 
Song,” July 5-10. 
Edward 


“The Desert |and $225 out of town, there being 
It will star |seales, too, for assistants in both 


Roecker. Margaret Rob- | classifications, in N. Y. and the 
erts, soprano, and John Shanks and | road. There would be not less than 
Betty , comedians, will be |one stage manager and assistant 
among the local artists featured. | for dramas and there would be at 

Gershwin’s “Girl Crazy” | least two assistants for musicals. 
will be the third and final produc- | Neither stage managers nor as- 
tien. Starring Harry Stockwell, the | stants would be required to play 





cast will also include local actor | 
Jerry Harvey. 

Virginia Plunkett is producer. 
Choreography is by Vivian Altfeld 


parts, except in an emergency, nor 
‘to understudy. 


Understudy Limits 
All parts must be understudied 


a Julie Rozan of this city while | pyt no understudy may cover more 


Orlando 


is under direction of |than three parts. Actors having 
assistant COM-| small parts shall neec not to un- 


Berrera, 
duetor of the Houston Symphony derstudy more than two other 
- Leeal group is designed | parts and understudies may be 
to provide opportunity for local |ysed in only one attraction. ‘No 
to gain experience in com-| actor shall be dismissed or “other- 
talent tt Outstanding professional | wise penalized” for fulfilling his 








Current Road Shows 


(June 28-July 10) 


duties or obligations as an Equity 
member, that provision having 
been inserted because claims of 
that nature were made recently in 
letouts. One week’s notice must 
be given for all benefits and all 


a_ Lueasta”—Royal Alex..| requests for benefits must be made 


Tor. (28-3). 


‘through Equity. 


Cast shall vote 


“Annie Get Your Gun”—Aud., | ed bene- 
Denver (28-3); Shubert, Chi, (5-10). ré4 on ae ee Actors 
L.A ots of 19486”—El Capitan. | rung, Stage Relief Fund and N. Y 


(28-10). 
Int rousel”—Met., Seattle ap: 
nip Vancouver (5-10). 


Love er Money”—Selwyn, , hire four extra people referred to | 
as “swing couples” for the chorus, | 

ey”—Nat’l, Wash. (28-10). |to cover dancers and singers for M. Rogers. ‘N.) 
“High Button Shoes”—Gt. North- | relief work, and their names would | 


or 
Chi. (28-10) 


ern, Chi. (28-10). 
(28-10). 


|city school benefits. 


Managers would be required to 


programmed along with the 


. | be 
Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. | others in the ensemble. Choristers 
'who understudy principals would 


(28-10) a*"—Opera Hse., Bos. ‘get $10 weekly more than the high- 


(23 9h ahoma!”—Aud.. Long Beach 

); Aud., San Diego (5-10). 

(28.38 ate Lives”—Curran, Frisco 
wo); Biltmore, L.A. (5-10). 


L. A. (28-10). 


ic. | instead of r day sub 
arts” — Philharmonic, hogs weld hag ps in case illness of 


‘est paid in the ensemble. Minimum 
‘salaries for the chorus shall be the 
‘same as for actors and one-eighth 


eek’ r performance j “ 
SS er ae ei aes sistence | tre; Dina Rees Evans. (E.) 


“Winslow Bey”—RBiltmore, L. A. istar or feature player causes can- 
(28-3); Geary, Frisco (5-10). 


cellation. 





In Its Sixth D.C. Week 


Washington, June 29. 
_a a week which saw films and 
hiteries take it on the chin from 
the GOP convention plus the Louis- 
Walcott fight, “Harvey,” in its sixth 
Stanza at the Natienal, was sole 


weathered the blitz. The Frank 
Fay starrer grossed a neat $20,000, 
which was’ $4,060 under the take 
of the previous session, but still re- 
markably solid, considering stage 
of run and competition. 

Harvey’s” all-time record run 
for the house ends July 10, with 





a last minute miracle saves it from 
closing in answer to Equity’s ulti- 


policy 





segment of town’s show biz which | 





Boy’ 15446, L.A. 
y » Lalla | 
: Los Angeles, June 29. 
Near-capacity was again the 
order at the Philharmonic, where 
Bobby Clark in “Sweethearts” 
opened a three-week run in the 
Civie Light Opera series. Figure of 
$43,500 is just short of a sellout, 
ithe matinees being slightly off. 
| Across the street at the Biltmore 
“The Winslow Boy” caught the 
town’s tancy as one of the best- 
acted plays of the season but the 
$15,500 take on the first week 

failed to show its strength. 
“Lend An Ear,” Bill Eythe's 





22 Shows on B way, Same as Year Ago; 
Business Droppmg Off, With Exits 


Broadway goes into July with 22 
attractions on the boards, same 
total as the corresponding week a 


year ago. Business dropped for | 
nearly all shows and closings are | 
looked for any weekend. Ex-: 


pected influx from the GOP con 
vention in Phila: did not material- 
ize and the Louis-Walcott fight 
fans didn’t help either, although 
the contest was pestponed two 
days because of weather. Heavy 
raan on Thursday (24) evening 
continyed until past theatre time, 
so cafes and bars got whatever 
benefit there was. Almost an inch 
of rain within an hour dented bex- 
offices of most shows more than 
takings improved earlier in the 
week. Radio and telecast of the 
fight definitely affected shows Fri- 
day night. Humidity along with wet 
weather was prevalent through 
June. 
' “Howdy Mr. fee,” skating revue 
at the. Center, was cordially re- 
ceived, some reviewers rating it 
the best of all the ice shows pre- 
sented in the Radio City spot for 
the past eight seasons. 
Estimates For Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M 4Musieal), O (Operetta). 

“Allegro,” Majestic (37th wk) 
(M-1,695; $6). Another musical is 
slated for this house in the fall, 
dependent on whether this one is 
reaty for the read then; eased off 


/ revue at the Las Palmas, has defi- Lto around $380,000. 


|nitely caught on and looks set for 
}a run. First full week caught $6,250 
for a seflout and the advance as- 
sures another clean ticket rack. 
“Blackouts,” going inte its seventh 
year, pulled up another 
$17,100 and that’s about all the 
house will hold. 


More Union Regulation 
For Strawhats Likely 
To Occur Next Season 


More regulation of summer 
stocks as the result of new rules 
adepted by Equity may extend 
backstage next year and already is 
indicated. At least one union stage- 
hand is used by the better-equipped 
strawhats and the deckhands 
locals have been inclined to be 
lenient in demands. In some straw- 
hats the actors and apprentices 
work on fashioning the scenery, 
‘making scenic changes, handling 
‘the electric light board. Stage- 
hands im those localities are start- 
ing to object. 





“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(29th wk) (R-998; $4.30). Making 
money right along and manage- 
ment now plans on playing into 
the fall; takings off however to 
$16,000. . 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 


}(111th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Class 


of run musical proven by the high 
level of grosses; last week takings 
were in the $40,000 zone. 

“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (6th 
wk) (M-977; $4.80). Gross slumped; 
two for one tickets dispensed wit 
last week and count dropped under 
$11,000. 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 
(125th wk) (C-993; $4.80). Was 
ahead until Thursday, when terpi- 
fic storm kept customers from the 
bexoffice; rated around $12,000. 

9 ”* Ziegfeld (68th wk) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Beoked through 
summer; still one of the popular 
tune shows and has made excep- 
tional profits; around $28,000. 

“Cemmand Decision,” Fulton 
(28th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Eased 
somewhat but business very profit- 
able and use of some bargain 
— helping plenty; $16,000 in- 


One complaint made to Equity | dicated 


by the business agent of the local 
‘at Wilmington, Del., protested 
against the Robin Hood Dell, 
nearby Arden showshop. He com- 
plained that the management re- 
fused to act on the suggestion that 
a union deckband be hired. Under- 
‘stood that Equity advised the 
‘strawhatter than unless a deck- 
‘hand was engaged to handle the 
iseenery, he also to operate the 
board. the actors would be in- 
structed to hand in their notice. 


Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed, are slated to 
operate this season. Equity-fran- 
chised spots are designated (E.) and 
non-Equity ones (N.). This brings 
the total number of strawhats to 
189 so far. 

CALIFORNIA 

Newport Harbor: Highschool 
eateries: “ye Viethd Productions; 
Ben Kamsler. (E.). 

Tustin: Highschool auditorium. 


(N.) 
CANADA 
Teronte: Brian Doherty, local 
‘producer, will present his Strawhat 
Players at various Canadian resorts, 











‘including Barrie, Gravenhurst, 
Huntsville, Port Carling and Bea- 
i verton. 


ILLINOIS 





NEW YORK 

| Lake Pleasant: Tamarack play- | 
‘heuse: Leon Matevosian. ‘(E.) 
| Menticello: Forestburgh summer | 
‘theatre; Provincetown players; 
John F. Grahame, Alexander 


| Maissel. \N.) 
OHIO ‘ 
| Cleveland: Cain Park amphithea- 


WISCONSIN | 
Lake Zurich: Lake Zurich play- 
house; Bella D. Itkin. (N.) 





Deerfield: Tent Show theatre; H. | $22 


“Finian’s Rainbew,” 46th Street 
(76th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Was well 
ahead of previous week until the 
downpour but was rated nearly 
$30,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (192 wk) 
(C-902; $4.20). Another long-siay- 
ing hit that would have fared 
better if the rains had not come so 
heavily; $12,000. 

“Hisk Butten Shoes,” Shubert 
(28th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Some cast 
changes, but that should not affect 
one of the list’s most popular musi- 
cals, which plays to standees; gross 
around $38,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (ist 
wk) (R-2,994; $2.88). Opened 
Thursday ‘24) and drew excellent 
press for the most part; indications 
are that Radio City house has an- 
other click. 

“Inside U.S.A.”, Century (8th 
wk) (R-1,670; $6). Early benefit 
sellout parties have been absorbed 
and business of revue ciick con- 
tinues over $47,000. 

“Joy te the World,” Plymouth 
(15th wk) (CD-1,063; $4.80). An- 
other show which may stick: Holly- 
wood comedy has done compara- 
tively well but slumped to $10,500 
last week. - 

“Leek, Ma, I’m _ Dancin’,”’ 
Adelphi (21st wk) ‘(R-1,434; $4.80). 
One of the musicals included 
among those figured to extend into 
the new season; dipped down to 


560. 

“Make Mine Manhattan.” Broad- 
hurst (24th wk) (R-1,160; $6). An- 
other show mentioned for this 
house in fall but, judging from 
business, revue will do well dur- 
ing that period here or elsewhere; 
eased off to $33,600. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco ‘18th 
wk) ‘(C-1,077; $4.80). Has been on 
cut-salary basis for some time and 
on summer basis making some 
profit; estimated at around $9,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (19th 
wk) (CD-1.357; $4.80). One of the 
most popular comedy dramas with- 


Due; ‘Howdy’ Icer Looks Chicko 


in memory; professionals as en- 
thusiastic about it as average play- 
goers; $34,500 and more every 
week. 

“Strange Bedfellews;” Morosco 
(24th wk) (C-935; $4.60). Has been 
using bargain tickets for seme time 
and netting profits; but slipped to 
approximately. $9,500 last week. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
Barrymore (30th wk) (D-1,064; 
$4.80). Leads going’ on vacation 
but indications are that attendance 
will not be affected; standees al- 
ways; $27,500. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (39th 
wk) (D-920; $4.20). Still making 
money; was overestimated previous 
week; rated around $16,000, which 
is plenty for this one. 

“The Respectful Prestitute” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (15th 
wk) (C-1,064; $420). Business 
varies but it's aiways profitable for 
shortcast plays; slipped under 


$11,000. 
REVIVAL 
“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(9th wh) (CD-712; $4:80). 
revival survivor; should go nana 
| Summer; somewhat off last week; 
approximated $13,000. 


Neighborhoed 
“Life With Father,’ Flatbush, 


n. 
“John Leves Mary,” Windsor, 
Bronx. 


“Annie’ $59,606, 





San Francisee, June 29. 
A week of summer te : 
plus radio appeal of Republican 
National Convention, hit all legits. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” at the 


h|Opera House shuttered Saturday 


(26) after a terrific two weeks and 
| slipped only a little for the third 
stanza, with a still sock $59,000. 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” in its 
second week at the Geary, did a 
thin $9,500. “Private. Lives,” in its 
third week at the Curran, had a 
fine $21,000. 


Rio’ Sets St. Loo Record; 
$55,000 Gross for Week 


St. Louis, June 29. 

An all-time attendance record for 
a single performance by the Munic- 
ipal re Assn. was hung up 
Saturday (26) when 11,935 le 
jammed the new } sas 
theatre to see the next to last per- 
formance of “Rio Rita.” The pre- 
vious , 11,407, was registered 
in 1943 for a performance of “The 
Great Waltz.” 





“Rio” drew 75,000 ees for an 
estimated gross of ,000 for seven 
| performances. 


| “Hit the Deck,” ted in 
1942 and 1944, has fous browshe 
back for the fourth week of the 
current season. The piece teed off 
a seven-night run last night before 
a crowd of 9,500 with a gross of 
approximately $4,000. 


Clinton Strawhat Has 
Opera-Concert-Ballet 


Clinton, Conn., June 29. 


AnGrews Memorial Hall, 
operated previousiy as a straight 
play strawhat, will offer opera, 
concert and ballet in a schedule 
extending from July 4 through 
Labor Day. Spot will be handled 
by Edward Dudley, Howard Dem- 
ing and Albert Kay. Dudley and 
Deming will double as vocalists- 
Managers. Kay is a New York 
teacher of languages to show biz 
personalities. 

Series opener will be Josephine 
Antoine, Metopera soprano, in a 
single recital July 4. Following 
a be ye og dance satirist, 
offering ee erent progra 
July 8-9-10.. —s 


‘ . 

Escape’ 10G, Detroit 

\ Detroit, June 29. 
Summer theatre season at Shu- 
bert-Lafayette did a fair $10,000 
last week with its initial offering, 
“Escape Me Never,” with Elisabeth 
Bergner in the title role. 

Current is “20th Century,” with 
.Mischa Auer and Haila Stoddard. 
Next attraction is Ruth Chatterton 
in “The Little Foxes.” 
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Play on Broadway 


Howdy Mr. lee 


Sonja Henie and Arthur M, Wirtz pro- 
@uciion of ice-skating revue in two parts 
(11 scenes). William H. Burke, production 
directer. Staged by Catherine Littlefield. 
Features Skippy Baxter, Eileen Seigh, 
Freddie Trenkler, Cissy Trenholm, Jinx 
Clark, Harrison Thomson, Rudy Richards, 
Paul Castle, James Sisk, Fred Werner, 
Buster Grace, Buck Pennington, Pallen- 
berg’s bear. Vocals: Nola Fairbanks, Dick 
Craig, Fred Martell, William Douglas. Set- 
tings, Bruno Maine; costumes, Billy Liv- 
ingston and Katherine Kuhn; lighting, Fa- 

ene Braun; score, Al Stillman and Alan 

loran; skating direction, May Judels 
Opened Center (Radio City), N. Y., June 24, 
°48; $2.88 top. 





Again a couple of Chicago show- 
men are the headmen in putting 
on a click skating revue at the 
Center theatre—Art Wirtz, who 
teams with Sonja Henie in the 
presentation, and Bill Burke, boss 
of production, they again having 
the clever Philadelphian, Catherine 
Littlefield, directing the ice chore- 
ography. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice” is the attrac- 
tion, this being the eighth consecu- 
tive season for steel-runner revues 
fn the house that was a booking 
problem prior to this type of diver- 
sion. Scenically it seems to top 
the others, to the credit of Bruno 
Maine, who usually does his stuff 
across the street in the Music Hall. 
Center’s shows have always been 
forte in costuming and this time 
the duds are something to see, 
while lighting effects are also most 
effective. There are half a dozen 
special songs, one or two standing 
out. Four vocalists are used, some- 
times seen and just as often 
screened in the pit. 

At the preview, a_ production 
number, “Celebration.” that indi- 
cates Easter, Fourth of July, 
Thanksgiving and the Yuletide, 
looked so good that it was spotted 
to open after intermission. Especi- 
ally effective are the costumes for 
the Christmas section. It was 
switched with “The Princess’ Birth- 
Gay,” now the first-act finale. 
Standout too is “Trinidad Wharf,” 
with Rudy Richards as a Calypso 
svcialist, one of the show’s top 
skaters, scoring, along with Cissy 
Trenholm. Latter has come along 
nicely. 

Eileen Seigh, who was on the 
Olympic skating team sent abroad 
last winter and then turned pro, is 
the first femme feature. A small 
blonde, she’s adept at spins and a 
whizz at fancy work. She does 
solos and skates with Skippy Bax- 
ter, last year’s male star, who's a 
wonder in spinning jumps. Jinx 
Clark and Kay Corceran are also 
from former Center performers 
now having major assignments. 

Harrison Thompson, who paired 
with Miss Henie in her “Hollywood 
Ice Revue” during the winter, is 
another addition to the “Howdy” 
contingent and his performance is 
a close runnerup to Baxter’s. He’s 
the main man in “The World’s 
Greatest Show,” which rings down 
the curtain. It’s an elaborate cir- 


cus number which will get better 
with more performances. 

“Cradle of Jazz” is particularly 
good, and here again Richards 
scores. Tops in ensemble numbers 
is “48 States,” with all the line 
skaters in glittering unifarms of 
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JOHN and ELIZABETH 
CHADWICK 


Appearing in “Hit the 
Deck" at the St. Louis 
Municipal Opera 


Week of June 29th 
Direction: 
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semi-military design. The pin- 
wheei evolutions are some of Miss 
Littlefield’s best direction. 


Comedy interludes are domi- 
nated by Freddy Trenkler, who is 
on several times and always wel- 
come. Master clown of the skates 
is using the firemen number that 
was in Miss Henie’s show. He 
bounds all over the place and 
sometimes offstage if not into the 
orchestra pit. From vaude is “Sir” 
Frederick Werner, with his trick 
cello but sans skates. From the 
circus come the Pallenbergs and 
their little black bear, “Snookums.” 
The turn is amusing. On early 
are Eddie Berry and John Melen- 
dez, in a fair act. 

Counting in other lighter num- 
bers are Paul Castle, smallest of 
all; Buster Grace, Buck Penning- 
ton, James Sisk, John Farris, John 
Kasper, Kenneth Leslie, John 
Walsh and Arthur Erickson. Some 
of the familiars in other Center 
shows are absent, replaced by new 
faces and talent. “Howdy” is all 
year around entertainment in one 
of the town’s roomiest, best air- 
conditioned theatres. Ibee. 


Plays Abroad 


Cage Me a Peacock 


London, June 19. 


Linnit & Dunfee presentation of musical 
in two acts by Noel Langley, adapted from 











his novel. Directed by Charles Hickman. 
Music by Eve Lynd, At Sirand, London, 
June 18, °48. 

POOR. 65s bt Rb0 6 ob aved bee 6d Yolande Donlan 
| BS Pe ced ee eee ee Bill O'Connor 
CME Aine 5 6.40.4 0s 6006.00 0005d¢ Linda Gray 
DOR ows beevbsuceces conocesece -Simon Lack 
WOOMIIM 6 6 oo bec cde es Thec¥s C6808 Mai Bacon 
CORN. 0 2 ¥d os 695000 ¥h cpa er reset Roy Dean 
PO 45446 4 o ned 0 0ckose es Bernard Ansell 
| eer ere ete y Richard Littledale 
Lucius Colitis... .sccsescceccs Philip Pearman 
Pe eer Pere ree George Bradford 
ol” er 2 rary Wor Ballard Berkeley 





A gay, inconsequential satire of 
ancient Rome, sprinkled with mod- 
ern wisecracks, with theme remi- 
niscent of “The Rape of Lucrece” 
and James Laver’s “Nymph Er- 
rant.” Its appeal here will hinge 
primarily on the author’s popular- 
ity as a novelist and the success of 
his two other plays, “Edward, My 
Son” (in collaboration) and “Little 
Lambs Eat Ivy.” In the U. S. its 
chances would be slighter. 


Althea is an amoral kutterfly 
who flits from male to male with 
conscienceless abandon. Eluding 
the goatish clutches of her guard- 
ian, she casually weds a Roman 
soldier, Sextus, passing through 
her village to some distant cam- 
paign. Enroute to his home, her 
money and virtue go sadly astray 
and, changing her name to Lucrece, 
she becomes the wife of the head 
of the army, after several amours 
in passing. 

After some years her real hus- 
band tracks her down; she disowns 
him and charges him with rape, 
hoping husband No. 2 will slay No. 
1. Instead they both decide even 
she isn’t worth killing, so they 
ship her off to become the bride 
of a very modern Foreign Office- 
type Briton. 

All this is beautifully mounted 
and smoothly accompanied by a 
Greek chorus of real charm and 
artistically blended voices. Witty 
and tuneful performances are given 
by Linda Gray as Cassandra, the 
tragic muse, and Bill ’Connor, 
from Canada. Some _ excellent 
dancers are headed by David Pal- 
tenghi, Joan Blake and David Du- 
lac, who score notably in a bull- 
fight number. ia 

Sprightly wanton role _ suits 
Yolande Donlan’s personality and 
will add to her laurels. Roy Dean 
makes a realistic study of an ador- 
ing shepherd turned soldier and 
Simon Lack is attractive. Mai Ba- 


‘con turns in a rich characterjza- 


tion as an old campaigner. Show 
runs effortlessly and is all to the 
credit of the direction of Charles 
Hickman. Clem. 


A La Carte 
London, June 18. 


Firth Shepherd presentation of revue by 
Alan Melville, music by Charles Zwar in 
two parts (27 scenes). Sets, dances by Wil- 
liam’ Chappell. Directed by Norman Mar- 
shall. Stars Hermione Baddeley, Henry 
Kendell; features Cappella & Patricia, 
Marcel 4e Bon, Dick Henderson, Jr., Irlin 
Hall, Pam _ Trevers, Gordon Bell, Joy 
O'Neill, Michael Anthony, Nigel Neilson, 
sh Morven. At Savoy, London, June 
17, °*48. 





Alan Melville, co-author of pre- 
vious successful trio of sophisticat- 
ed revues, “Sweet and Low—Low- 
er—Lowest,” has provided whole 
book for this new Firth Shepherd 
production. Henry Kendell, who 
scored so heavily in the first three 
shows, supplies outstandingly good 
caricatures in this sparkling, well- 
varied offering. This one should 
fill the Savoy for months. 

Hermione Baddeley, always a 
clever artist, carries off chief hon- 











ors on the distaff side, with her 
characterizations wittily topical. — 

Cappella and Patricia score in 
two diverse dances. Marcel le Bon 
is a likeable youngster with his 
half-French, halt-English songs put 
over in a pleasing manner. Irlin 
Hall, Joy O'Neill, Myrette Mor- 
ven and Jean Telfer give a delight- 
ful number, ‘“Ladies-in-Waiting, 
depicting Mary Queen of Scots 
four Marys. 

Dick Henderson, Jr., uses a 
pleasing voice in one or two num- 
bers partnering the talented sup- 
porting girls, most attractive of 
which is “Dawn in Govent Gar- 
den,” showing the fruit market 
men contrasting with young ballet 
fans outside the Opera ~~. 

r ein. 





Les Espagnols au Dane- 
mark 


(Spaniards in Denmark) 
Paris, June 1. 
Comedie Francaise production of comedy 
by Prosper Merimee. Directed by Jean 


Meyer. Music, Louls Beydts; sets and cos- 
tumes, Jean Denis Malcles. At Couiedie 
Francaise, Paris. : 

ee eer eT tie ty Jean Piat 
Clara Gasul......ccccescess.-Mony Dalmes 
Marquis Romana...scccerserseeecers Yonne!l 
Charles Leblanc.....eeeseresses Jean Meyer 
French Resident....-..+.+- Jean Debucourt 
Lafleur... seer cescerseveceees Michel] Vadet 
Wallis. cccccccccccccccccces Jacques Clancy 
Juan Diaw.....csccccccsers Georges Marchal 
Mme. de Tourville...+..+++. Beatrice Bretty 
Mme. de Coulanges.......-++++ Mony Dalmes 





Production of. the 80-year-old 
comedy by the favorite writer of 
Napoleon III, never staged before, 
is a decided hit at the Francaise. 
Play has been given everything— 
nice sets and costumes, fine direc- 
tion and a generally excellent cast. 

There are no acts, but a succes- 
sion of about 14 tableaux with 
blackouts between, and some back- 
ground music. Story, which shows 
an island in Denmark occupied by 
a division of Napoleon I’s army 
made up of Spaniards, is as mod- 
ern as can be. Troops have only 
one desire—to return to Spain to 
free their country from the man 
who is supposed to be their Em- 
peror when they are in Denmark. 

Jean Debucourt, as the French 
resident, and Beatrice Bretly, as 
the mother of the adventuress, sup- 
ply some excellent comedy. Georges 
Marchal, as leading man in the 


Spanish grandee part, makes a) 
very auspicious debut at the) 
Francaise. Jean Meyer, as a rake, 


does exemplarily. All other parts 
are well cast, except for Mony 
Dalmes, who fails to register. 

Comedy includes a very fancy 
ballet, 
Direction by Jean Meyer is 
excellent. Louis Beydts, who wrote 
the score, has contributed some 
tunes that fit beautifully. 

. Costumes by Jean Denis Macles, 
who also made the sets, are most 
colorful and make the production 
a feast for the eye as well as mind. 

Maxi. 








Indie Producers 


—_—_=_==@ continued from page3 == 
Darryl Zanuck today (Tuesday) for 
first of huddles. Also will gander 
new product. 


Skouras on Stand 

Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros 
Skouras is due back from the 
Coast today (Wednesday). He’s 
slated to attend a special screen- 
ing of 20th’s “Street With No 
Name” for the FBI in Washington 
tonight and will take the stand 
there tomorrow in the FCC hear- 
ings to further 20th’s bid for a San 
Francisco television channel. 

Skouras flew to the Coast Sat- 
urday (26) night, accompanied by 
sales chief Andy W. Smith, Jr.; 
20th International prez Murray 
Silverstone; assistant sales man- 
ager William C. Gehring, and ad- 
publicity chief Charles Schlaifer. 


3 Alperson Pix for FC 
Doesn’t Affect Fox Deal 


Series of three films which 
Edward L. Alperson is going to 
make, for Film Classics will have 
no bearing on his releasing deal 
with 20th-Fox. He’ll make pix for 
both distribs simultaneously, with 
the FC product budgeted at $125,- 
000 to $150,000 and his next 20th 
release to cost about $500,000. 

The FC unit, to be known as 
Burwood Pictures, has been set up 
in partnership with Sam Burkett. 
Initial film will be “Alaska Patrol.” 
FC does not share in financing, but 
Alperson has a very favorable re- 
leasing deal, which he got as part 
of the consideration when he re- 
tired from active partnership in 
the company. He received at that 
time about 35,000 shares of stock 
in Cinecolor, of which FC is a 
wholly-owned subsid. 

His next film for 20th will be 
“Rose of Cimarron.” It will go 

















into production at the end of this| circles, Greta Keller gi 


month. 





which lends some color. | 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


Fred Stone’s wife, who lost her singing voice in a throat operation 
“about the age of 20,” started to warble “against the music, and more 
or less introduced that kind of singing in the original ‘Red Mill’.” So 
her daughter, Carol, said in an interview (25) via tape recorder, with 
Louise Banay of WROW, Albany, who went to Stockbridge, Mass., to 
make a pickup at the Berkshire Playhouse. Miss Stone was appearing 
there in “The Skin of Our Teeth” with the author, Thornton Wilder. 
The “talking against music,” said Carol, was necessary for Mrs. Stone 


because “she no longer had the range... 


trend.” 


so it started a whole new 


Miss Stone had planned to go into musicals but after seeing Lunt and 
Fontaine in “Elizabeth and Essex,” she decided to go in for drama. Her 


father believed in learning things 


thoroughly, she said. “Later dad 


said he had hoped we would select some other activity, because he 
thought show business a very difficult life, especially for girls, with 


trouping and all that.” 





Pennsylvania Railroad honored Samuel Reiter last Thursday (24) 
for 50 years of service with the line and after a simple ceremony he 
was presented with a gold lapel pin by Earle R. Somer, passenger 
traffic manager, the event getting unusual space in the dailies. Reiter, 
dubbed PRR’s “ambassador to show business,” has been handling itin- 
eraries of road shows for many years, also other traveling attractions 
including grand opera companies, orchestras, ice revues and circuses. 

Reiter, who is PRR’s district passenger agent, started as a tele- 
grapher and ticketseller, but has been in his present capacity since 
1929. He is past president of the Hot Air Club, whose members are 
agents and managers of legit attractions. 





In a personal postscript to a publicity release this week from the 
Starlight Operettas at the Texas State Fair, Dallas, Henry Senber re- 
ports his reaction to the shows: “This is an amazing operation, and I 
still don’t believe it. The customers come in by the husload from cities 
miles away from Dallas—quite a revelation, to me, at least, as to the 
possibilities of community-sponsored entertainment when presented 
with a crack production staff and ‘name’ actors on a large scale. 


“We have a very intimate theatre—5,239 seats. 


Ideal for Broadway 


producers who like to pace back and forth at the rear of the orchestra 


on opening nights. 


Down here they 


could start at one side of the the- 


atre and run like hell to reach the other end of the semi-circle before 


the end of the first act.” 





Catholic Actors Guild issued its 34th anniversary issue of Callboard 
last week, with articles bylined by wellknowns and ads from same. 
One such page insertion was Eddie Cantor's, copy being a one-liner 


which read: “Ida’s Husband.” 


An essay headed “The Play Is Not the Thing”’ was written by George 


E. Sokolsky, columnist for the N.Y. 


Sun, which ended with a warning 


about Hollywood. Other contributors included Arthur Hopkins; Louis 
Sobol, columnist for the Journal American, and Gene Buck. 





English-made miniature theatres, equipped with settings, model play- 
ers and scores and librettos for Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, will be 
distributed by the publishing firm of Duell, Sloan & Pearce, beginning 


early in October. The price will be 


“The Mikado” will be the first “production” available. 
will be about 12 inches high, 18 inches long and 10 deep. 


they can be used by kids and even a 
with phonograph recordings. 





,% 


$10. 

The units 
It’s figured 
few adult G&S fans, in conjunction 





Strawhat Review |. 








The Astonished Ostrich 
New Milford, Conn., June 24. 


Louis Townsend production of comedy in 
three acts by Archie N. Menzies. Stars 
Greta Keller. Directed by Fred Stewart. 
Setting by John Matus. Opened at Theatre- 
in-the-Dale, New Milford, June 23, °48; §2 
top. 


re ey rere William Robertson 
Arthur Waring. ccccvvccer: Philip Robinson 
Louise Dexter. .scccccscoess+--Greta Keller 


Anne Hunter. <.0i¢e¢6ase600 Cele McLaughlin 
POURE PIUROP. vic.ctccedeccsic Fredric Martin 





Back in 1938 this opus enjoyed 
fair success in London. Two years 
later Michael Todd gave it a whirl 


in a strawhat tryout at Ivoryion 
in a production featuring Celeste 
Holm. Nothing came of the effort. 
Now the “Ostrich” has withdrawn 
its head from the sand in order, 
once again, to scan the theatrical 
horizon, this time in the bucolic 
surroundings of New Milford. The 
view it got from here is not too 
optimistic and a reinterment of the 
cranium will probably be the 
wisest step as far as a Broadway 
attempt is concerned. 


As set forth here, production is 
by no means a dull one but when 
all the chips are down, the capable 
playing, competent staging and 
satisfactory physical layout total 
okay pasture diversion, period. 


Play has a certain amount of 
warmth and interest in its. story 
of a playwright who, at 40, sud- 
denly finds himself the father of 
a 17-year-old boy. Tangled threads 
of this yarn have the playwright 
proposing marriage to his current 
mistress just at the time when the 
hitherto unknown son steps, skele- 
ton-style, out of the author's closet. 


Boy’s mother, who had married a 
servant of the playwright’s family 
in order to give the lad a name 
when it became apparent that “she 
could not marry the author him- 
self, tags along. When it develops 
that the oe fern valet is the 
man who had married and deserted 
her 17 years before when he 
learned of her physical condition, 
stage is set for a standard finale of 
the author marrying his mistress, 
the mother and the valet again 
combining forces, and the boy 
choosing to tie in with his step- 
father rather than with his new- 
found actual parent. 


More to the fore recently as a 
vocal entertainer than’ in thesp 
ves a com- 





petent reading of the mistress role. ' 


Her self assurance is a solid prop 
for her several scenes. William 
Robertson gets the play’s meaty 
part as the valet and he masticates 
it efficiently. Fredric Martin’s 
naivete makes the son an impor- 
tart entity and Philip Robinson’s 
playwright is credible. Cele Mc- 
Laughlin gives sincerity to the 
mother character. 


Play is well paced and moves 
along interestingly within its limi- 
tations. Single set of a Mayfair flat 
is a bit on the drab side from the 
wallpaper angle, but otherwise 
attractive. Bone. 





‘Anna’ 8G,. Toronto 


Toronto, June 29. 


On second week of return en- 
gagement, “Anna Lucasta” grossed 
a tepid $8,000 at the Royal Alex- 
andra (1,525), scaled at $2.50 top. 

Current “Lucasta” troupe also 
broke up here for the season, coin- 
cidental with summer shuttering of 
the Royal. 








(ADVERTISEMENT) 
SEALED PROPOSALS will be received 
by the Wederal Works Agency, Wash- 
ington, D. C., up to 2:00 o'clock, P.M., 
Eastern Daylight Savings Time, July 1, 
1948, and then opened publicly, to lease 
the Belasco Theater Building, Washing- 
ton, D. €., except the fifth floor, that 
portion of the fourth floor containing 
approximately 2,125 sq. ft. and located 
immediately in front of the storage loft 
over the stage, and. that portion of the 
basement containing approximately 700 
sq. ft. and lying south of the main south 
wall of the building, which are reserved 
to the United States and to which there 
are direet means of access from the ad- 
joining Treasury Department Annex No. 
1, for a term of years commencing on 
September 1, 1948, and ending on August 
31, 1958: PROVIDED that if the Con- 
gress shall appropriate funds for the 
construction of a new building on the 
site of the Belasco Theater Building dur- 
ing the term of the lease, the Govern- 
ment shall have the right to cancel the 
lease on one year’s notice in writing; 
PROVIDED FURTHER that at the ex- 
piration of the first five years of the term 
of the lease, the Government shall have 
the right to cancel the lease for any 
cause whatsoever on one year’s notice 
in writing. All proposals must be accom- 
panied by the required deposit and must 
be submitted on the form of proposal! 
which may be obtained in Room 7023 of 
the Federal Works Agency Building, 19th 
and “KF” Streets, N. W., Washington, 
D. C. The Federal Works Agency re- 
serves the right to réject any or all pro- 
posals, and to waive any informality in 
proposals received when such rejection 
or waiver ia in the interest of the United 
States. If more than one proposal be 
offered by any one party, by, or in the 
name of his or their clerk, partner, agent, 
or other person, all such proposals may 
be rejected. Prospective bidders may 
view the property by appointment os 
by calling Executive 4900, Branch 3727, 
or by addressing a letter to the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings, Washing 
ton 25, D. C. 
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Literati 








South Bend Drugzists Ban Comics 

Drive against “obnoxious” comic 
pooks in Minmeapolis, started by 
Mayor Al Feeney in banning 40 
from local sale, was taken up by 
South Bend (Ind.) Pharmacy Ciub, 
which announced Thursday (24) 
that all comic books will be re- 
moved from 45 members’ shelves. 

Move puts teeth into club’s reso- 
Jution demanding a moratorium on 
comic book sales until standards of 
decency can be guaranteed by pub- 





lishers, Albert J. Dougherty, secre- 
tary of club, said. 


Seuth Bend outfit plans to pre-| iched with the handling of his 


sent its resolution to Indiana Phar- | 
maceutical Assn. for action at) 


French Lick convention July 6, 7 | 


‘and 8. It banned all comic books 
temporarily because “the druggist 
should not be plaeed in the posi- 
tion of being a censor of a free 
American press.” One Seuth Bend 
distributor said he was caught with 
150,000 cemic books, although out- 
Jet through chain stores presum- 
ably remains open. South. Bend 
Pharmacy Club is made up of in- 
dependent druggists. 

In Detroit, the Catholic Church 
won a battle against sale barn of 
comic book, “Is This Tomorrow.” 
Ruling handed down Saturday (26) 
by Assistant Prosecutor George 
Gray permits sale as a supplement 
to Catholic Digest. Gray’s ruling 
eliminated possibility of arrests of 
priests who said they intended to 
sell Digest and banned comic to 
—— from pulpits despite 

an. 

Lev Gleason Publications sought 
an injunction last week in Chicago 
circuit court to prevent police 
from interfering with the distribu- 
tion of the comie book, “Crime 
Does Not Pay.” Distribution was 
stopped by police) commissioner 
last October. 

Suit stateséa recent Supreme 
Court decision calls unconstitu- 
tional state laws prohibiting sale of 
magazines containing stories of 
bloodshed and crime. 





Beef on Crime News Hobbling 

Newspaper and radio men of sub- 
urban Montgomery and Prince 
George’s Counties, Maryland, are 
up in arms over court-suggested 
proposals which would hobble 
newspapers and radio stations in 
covering crime news. A _ standing 
committee on rules and procedure 
of the Maryland Court of Appeals 
would, in effeet, make statewide 
certain restrictions now in force 
in Baltimore. ‘ 

The proposals would (1) prevent 
publication of the picture of an 
accused person without his con- 
sent—this now affects newspapers, 
but would also hit television and 
facsimile in the future; (2) prohibit 
anyone officially connected with a 
criminal case from releasing state- 
ments made by the accused, or 
telling of the accused's actions, or 
predicting the future course of a 
trial; and (3) prohibit officers from 
giving and newspapers from pub- 
lishing—would also affect radio— 
evidence brought to light after the 
accused is arrested. 





Overall Writers Conferences 


More writers conferences will 
be held this summer than ever be- 
fore, with every part of the coun- 
try represented in gatherings. 

Middlebury College’s Bread Loaf 
will be held at Middlebury, Vt.. 
Aug. 18 to Sept. 1, under the direc- 
tion of Theodore Morrison. The 
staff of teachers and lecturers in- 
cludes Bernard De Voto, Louis Un- 
termeyer, Fletcher Platt and Rob- 
ert Frost. 

The Rocky Mountain Conference 
starts July 26 and continues to 
Aug. 13. Harry Shaw, of Harper 
Bros., will direet this gathering, 
held at the Univ. of Colorado, and 
will feature John Mason Brown, 
John N. Tunis, Vincent McHugh 
and Mark Scherer. 

The Huekleberry Mt. Workshop 
Camp will be held at Henderson- 
ville. N. C., with three three-weeks’ 
terms between June 28 and Aug. 
29. The Seuthwestern Writers 
Conference, to be held at Corpus 
Christi, Tex., July 6-9, includes 
cash awards. The Midwestern 
Writers Conference, July 6-10, has 
the Studebaker theatre, in Chicago, 
as a meeting ground, with $7,000 
in prizes. The Univ. of New 
Hampshire has a writers confer- 
ence, Aug. 9-20, under direction of 
aw S. Towne, at Durham, 

In the east the two big summer 
courses are at Columbia and Ford- 
ham. Columbia Univ.’s, July 6 to 
Aug. 13, has a large staff, includ- 
ing Martha Foley on advanced fic- 
tion writing. At Fordham Univ. a 
course will run July 6 to Aug. 14, 
with an extensive workshop pian— 
journalism, creative writing, typog- 


ton-Mifflin. 





raphy and layout, Life magazine 
technique and photography, with a 


staff featuring Ralph Morse, of 
Life; Thomas Orr, picture editor of 
Newsweek; T. S. Mathews, man- 
aging editor of Time, and Red 
Smith, N. Y. Herald Tribune-sports 
department. 


— 


Douglas Scowls at Pix 


Lloyd C. Douglas is reported 
steering clear of motion picture 
producers with his new novel. “The 
Big Fisherman,” whieh will be 
published in November by Hough- 





Understood the author is dissat- 


characters in the screenplay of 
“The Robe” and at the six-year de- 
lay in getting the story before the 
cameras. He is reported to have 
said he would never sell another 
book to a film studio. 





Screen Mag Pubs Name Dawson 


Hal Dawson, film representative 
for the Del Publishing Co., has 
been named managing. director for 


the Negro’s role in the film indus- 
try, written by Peter Noble, will 
be published by Harcourt Brace & 
Co. in the fall. 


_ True Police Cases, Fawcett pub- 
lication, goes bi-monthly. Sam 
Schneider now edits, after resigna- 
‘tion of Horace Brown, formerly 
also editor of True, editorial head 
of which is taken over by Bill 
Williams. 

John Wilstach has sold an article 
on rackets dealing with death, 
“Preying On Death,” to Hillman 
Periodicals. and a western article, 
“The Fifty’s Great Stand.” to Pop- 
ular Pubs. Also a serial, “Horo- 
scope For Murder,’ to American 
Astrology Magazine. 


William Lindsay Gresham, au- 
thor of “Nightmare Alley,” has 
been visiting carnivals in New Jer- 
sey and Pennsylvania, for an arti- 
cle for summer number of Life. He 
has been accompanied by several 
staff photographers. His deal was 
made by Brandt & Brandt agency, 
which has alse contracted his next 
novel, as yet untitled, with Rine- 
hart. Theme is said to be around 
a T. B. sanitarium. Gresham’s wife, 
Joy Davidman, has a new novel, 
with same lit agency, contracted 
with Macmillan. 





the Assn. of Screen Magazine Pub- 
lishers, according to an ASMP: 
board announcement last week. 
He replaces Homer Rockwell, the | 
organization's former prexy. 

Now in its second year of oper- 
ation, ASMP supplies data to fitm 
producers on audience trends and 
facets relating to screen mags. Re- 
sults of a five-year analysis of fitm- 
going habits by Dr. Paul F. Lazars- 
feld, psychology professor at Col- 
umbia Univ., were given under its 
auspices. 





Anna Beettiger Sells Daily 


Arizona Times, owned and pub- 
lished in Phoenix by Anna Roose- 
velt Boettiger, was sold Monday 
(28) to a group headed by Colum- 
bus Giragi, Times columnist. Mrs. 
Boettiger, daughter of the- late 
President, took over control of the 
paper several months ago from her 
husband, John Boettiger, former 
Seattle, Chicago newspaper execu- 
tive. , 

In a statement announcing: sale 
of the paper, Mrs. Boettiger said 
additional capital would be _ in- 
vested in Times by Giragi and as- 
sociates. Understood Fred A. EI- 
dean, New York public relations 
counselor, is among principal in- 
vestors. Now in Phoenix, Eldean 
refused to comment on sale. Sixty 
employees, eight in editorial de- 
partment, were notified by regis- 
tered mail this morning that their 
services terminated immediately. 
Times, New Deal sheet, went daily 
14 months ago. Under new policy, 
Times will be operated independ- 
ently and will not be affiliated with 
any political party. 





Kling Tells All 


“How I Pick Winners,” Ken 
Kling’s manual on horse racing, is 
an informative, humorous tome 
published by the Greystone Press. 
Kling has been selecting horses in 
his cartoon strip “Joe and As- 
bestos” for over 15 years, his 
sketches and comment appearing 


in the N. Y. Mirror and syndicated ; 


to other dailies. In mentioning the 
“tricks of the trade,” Kling says 
that “only knowledge and experi- 
ence can spot the aces up the 
sleeves of the horsemen.” He avers 
that his carteon characters in mak- | 
ing imaginary bets never have had | 
a losing year since he started in 
1926 

Kling contends that the best 
horse seldom wins the Kentucky 
Derby (Citation excluded) and cites 
instances of winners of the Louis- 
ville classic who never copped an- 
other stake. His most successful 
day of selecting was a card at Bel- 
mont Park, he naming six straight 
winning longshots, aeeounted for 
by “personal connections and 
plenty of luck.” Sports-cartoonist 
thinks that without betting, race- 
track would have a “vast crowd of 
10 people or less daily” and savs 
his book is “not intended to be an 
inducement to patrenize the horse 
courses strictly for the purpose to 
purchase peanuts, hotdogs or clam 
chowder. or kid yourself that you 
can get the same exercise or sun- 
burn available at any beach or golf 
course.” Kling observes that more 
women play the ponies than ever 
before. Ibee. 





CHATTER 


Thomas Mitchell switched from 
actor to suthor with a piece on the 
painter, Picasse, in Art Digest mag. 

“Tell Us a Funny Story,” fiction 
piece by Metro flack Bill Ornstein, 
-. — Southern Jewish Out- 
ook. 

Joe Van Cotton, publisher of the 
Belgian magazine, Cine Revue, 
wound up a seven-week stay in 
Hollywood and sails July 2 for Rot- 
terdam. 











20th--Fox 


Continued from page MM 





tem permitting coordination with 





the facilities of WBAL-TV. 


Construction permit requests for | 
standard stations have been sent to 
the Commission by Chester County 
Broadcasting Co., Coatesville, Pa.; 
| James Madison Broadcasting, 
| Orange, Va.; and Quincy Broad- 
casting, Quincy, Iil. 

The Commission said a consoli- 
dated hearing for commercial TV 
stations in Frenso would be held, 
and designated Donroy Broadcast- 
ing Co., California Inland Broad- 
casting Co., Television Fresno Co., 
KARM, The George Harm Station 
to take part. 

Guy Gannett Broadcasting Serv- 
ices and Oliver Broadcasting Corp., | 
are to appear for consolidated hear- 
ing for a channel in Portland, Me. 

New York Hearing 


Another consolidated hearing has 
been ordered for Class B FM sta- 
tions in New York City. New York 
has 20 channels with all but four 
granted and five applicants. They 
are: Debs Memorial Radio Fund, 
Inc.; Radio Corp. of the Board of 
Missions and Church Extension of 
the Methodist Church, Crosley 
Broadcasting Corp., Atlantic Broad- 
casting Co. and Ebbetts McKeever 
Exhibition Co. (Brooklyn Dodgers). 


FM applicants during the week 
were: McClatchy Broadcasting Co., 
Bakersfield, Cal., and Mohawk 
Broadcasting Co., Mason, la. 

FCC granted petition of Philco 
Television Corp., and Allen B. 
DuMont Labs., leave to intervene 
and participate in proceedings in 
the matter of American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co., and Western 
Union Telegraph Co., charges and 
regulations for television transmis- 
sion services and facilities. Hear- 
ings on this matter were held June 
15 and postponed until Sept. 28. 


Merchandising 


hitdom, has disappeared, and that 
today the only personal contact 
with the public is through retail 
clerks who don’t care if sales are 
made or not. 

Exactly what methods can be 
used to improve outmoded mer- 
chandising methods are not always 
readily advanced by those who 
spiel Joudest about the need. But, 
it’s pointed out that other indus- 
tries hire experts at such tasks to 
tell them the most likely paths to- 
ward improving the attractiveness 
and saleability of anything from 
soup to nuts, and there's ne reason 
why such an internationally de- 
manded “ommodity such as music 
couldn't do the same. 

Many publishers insist that the 
current slump is caused as much 
by the public belief that there are 
no new songs being marketed be- 
cause of the AFM ban, as by any- 
thing. else. And that it isn't up to 
the recording companies alone to | 
convince the public otherwise. That 
the music buyer is still available 
is pointed out by the sale of Leeds 
Music’s “Now is The Hour,” which. 
launched before Jan. 1, has seld 
more than 800,000 copies and is 
still going at this late date. Those 
are wartime-boom figures in com- 
parison to tlre post-ban sales piled 




















up by “Nature Boy,” which hasn't 





“The Negro in Films,” history of 





surpassed 300,000 to date. 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 
reeereeeseoeoes By Frank Scully sencinanbitinnin 


Murray Hill, June 26. 

Once a year I go to Ken Murray’s frequently refurbished “Blackouts” 
and endure the humiliation of backstage guffaws at the news that there's 
a Variery mugg in the house (“one of those dolts who gave us six 
weeks to live back in 1942!"). I usually follow this up by retreating 
toa monastery in the mountains back of Malibu where I spend three 
days in prayer and fasting in expiation of this-most magnificent of our 
many misses. 

“Blackouts” went inio iis seventh big year Thursday (24, and having 
been one happy family from the beginning the cast threw themselves 
a party that was really unconfmed. The screams and laughter could 
be too well heard in the Variery office, which was. across the street 
from El Capitan when this “Palace” of the Pacific first presented its 
streamlined vaude at $1.50 on the eve of June 24, 1942, but has since 
moved around the corner to get away from a lifetime of leers. : 

As of its anniversary night, Richard Hunt, who has been keeping 
pressbeoks on this variotous phenomenon since the beginning, claims 
“Blackouts” has-now passed its 3.223 consecutive performance, thereby 
topping “Life With Father's” 3,210 and “Tobacco Road's” 3,182—the 
generally accepted champ and runnerup in the legit field. 

One Man’s Champ 


Completely ignoring “The Drunkard,” now in its 15th year at the 
Mart, which claims some 5,500 consecutive performances, and Elsa 
Lanchester and the Yale Puppeteers, now in their eighth year in a 
quaint crackerbox called the Turnabout, maestro Murray disallows the 
ctaims of his rivals because one serves beers and pretzels and is prac- 
tically a nitery, while the other uses puppets whieh pay no dues to 
either AGVA, Equity or Petrillo and therefore, by his empiric standards, 
are not legit shows at all. 

Coneeding his point for the mo, that means his “Blackouts” actually 
passed “Father” on June 14. That was the day a President of the 
United States came to Los Angeles for the first time in 10 years, and 
more than 1,000,000 peasants and 1,100 motorcycle cops turned out to 
cheer him on his way. But on reachitrrg Hollywood seme smart operator 
turned the Prez south and he ended at the Anmrbassador hetel stooging 
for a flock of Republicans. Had he turned north and visited the El 
Capitan he would not only have pulled the smartest switch of the ycar 
but he: would have witnessed a new theatrical record in the moment of 
its making. 

Now in its 314th week, the “Blackouts” has played to exeess of 
3,500,000 patrons. The show, currently in its 10th edition, is estimated 
to have grossed more than $5,000,000 in its six-year run. It has a 
weekly nut of $10,000 and does around $17,000, come wars, peaee or 
frigid friendships. It employs 125 persons. To date, 44 girls have 
been signed to studio contracts from the line. Of the eriginal cast 
only Marie Wilson and Murray remain. 

Miss Wilson (“My Friend Irma’) appeared in 2.332 consecutive per- 
formances: before- taking a week’s vacation. In six years she has been 
in all but 25 performances. She's the Lou Gehrig of show biz. 

In the war years the show’s patrons set a national record. They 
bought $9,599;300 in war bonds in five special matinees. One show 
alone took in $2,000,000. 

Twenty-five members of the cast have bought and paid for Hollyweed 
homes during the singularly sweet siege. 

Fireman Murray Saves the Child 

About everybody who is anybody (and in Hollywood, whe isn’t?) has 
seen and praised Mortician Murray for the lifelike way he has em- 
balmed an otherwise dead era of show biz. — ; 

Guest artists pop up almost nightly. Among those who have tried 
their hand at topping Murray have been Rudy Vallee, Edgar Bergen, 
Jack Oakie, Alam Ladd, Charles Ceburn, Waiter Huston, Errol Flynn 
and Hugh Herbert. Few have succeeded. By the end of the year even 
The Saturday Evening Post will have discovered Murray. 

How did this guy succeed in lugging this Lazarus of show biz from 
the dead? Mainly by taking the vaude formula of eight or nine acts 
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running from 12 to 20 minutes each, and stepping the number of acts: 


up to 20 and limiting their time from one to five minutes. That way 
nothing was longer than Mickey Rooney’s shorts; and the blaekouts 
went by. so fast the blue gags were lost in the blue. He opened with a 
b.r. of $12.500, supplied mostly by Dave Siegel, a Cleveland attorney. 
Of the 12'2Gs, one-third went immediately into a bond with AGVA and 
is still there gathering its well-earned dust. So the show really opened 
on $8,000, which makes $5,000,000 a nice interest-on-investment for 
six years. 3 . 

Murray himself is a tenacious trouper who drives toward improve- 
ment if not perfection. I have seen him coaching dog acts. between 
shows. I have seen him telling a line of 12-year-old tap daneers how 


to tap louder than the drummer in the pit. I have seen him practicing. 


to play a clarinet less well than a 12-year-old prodigy so as to keep 
himself in the role of stooge to his latest wonder hoy-—a descendant 
of General Pershing named D’Vaughn Pershing and a kid of unques- 


tioned talent. 
Turns Birds Into Acrobats 


He showed a similar drive toward perfection when he took an act 
out of his “Blackouts” and built it into one of the unusual pictures of 
the sound-on-film era. That was George Burton's “Bill and Coo.” which 
Murray produced for Republic on a $200,000 budget. It dealt with 
lovebirds, and is destined to make plenty, since lovebirds will not be 
affected by future caprices of Parisian coutourieres. Murray protected 
himself by shooting it on 16m as well. So he is ready for television, too. 

That he can make snap judgments that really snap is attested by 
the way he hired Jack Mulhall, third in line to himself and Miss Wilson 
as the performer longest with the show. Murray spotted Mulhall in 
the audience one night and asked him to take a bow. People who 
remembered Jack as co-star of the Mulhall and Mackail silent come- 
dies gave Jack a nice hand. 

“Whatcha doing now, Jack?” Murray asked from the stage. 

Mulhall mumbled that he was between pictures. 

“You mean you're not working?” 

Mulhall meant he was not working. 

“Well, you’re working now,” said the maestro. 

Murray extended his hand and Mulhall climbed over the footlights. 
They made the deal right in front of the audience. People laughed, 
thinking it was part of an act. Mulhall has been doing the straight 
routines ever since. 

Sounds Like Campaign Oratory 

Practically every animal act which survived vaude has shown up in 
time in Murray’s “Blackouts.” He even dragged an elephant on stage 
for a while. The circus attraction had been wintering at Culver City. 
Later he took on a baby elephant. Though three years old, the be. 
was neither housebroken, stagebroken nor backstagebroken. A cutie 
pie, it would walk with its front paws on a bal), a hard trick. Murray 
worked with it as he has worked with wrestlers, acrobats, dancers, 
juggters and even actors. 

One night the b.e.’s paws slipped off the ball. It became frightened, 
led out a squeal, lost all control and lashed out with its trunk to save 
itself from falling. Murray was hit smack in the chest with the blud- 
gon, sending the maestro sailing into the audience. Attendants picked 
up the maced m.c. more dead than alive. From then on Murray di- 
rected the elephant from the wings, lest he be reduced to joining 
Peg-Leg Bates in a neveity dance. ‘ 

Some day his “Blackouts” may grow so big and he so old he will 
have to direct from a wheelchair. But if that ever happens leave it 
to Murray to turn it into a comedy cyclingvach. 22... cee een eee 
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Broadway 

Dulcie Cooper has ers Viola 
Roach in “Angel In The Wings” 
(Coronet). 

Jewish Theatrical Guild’s annual 
meeting and election to be held 
Friday (2). 

Skitch Henderson sent out dimes 
to the press in a tieup on the new 
10c subway fare. 


Dorothy Kirstein, of Hal Wallis 
Productions, back from two-week 
Mexico City vacation. 


Guy Lombardo adding helicop- 
ters for service on his Long Island- 
to-Manhattan airlines. 


Viveca Lindfors, currently vaca- 
tioning in New York, returns to 
the Warner lot next week. 


Actor Mare Lawrence to the 
Coast after winding up in Tower 
Productions’ locally-made “Jig- 
saw.” 

Actér Rhys Williams in from the 
Coast enroute to Ogunquit, Me.., 
where he'll handle some strawhat 
stints. 

Film producer Joan Harrison 
peer into N. Y. Monday (28) from 
ondon after talks with Alfred 
Hitchcock. 

Max Schosberg, retired head and 
founder of Paramount Theatres’ 
confectionary dept., planed _ to 
Geneva for the summer. 

Monroe E. Stein, film attorney, 
partnering with Maurice A. Gellis, 
former U. S. assistant attorney 
general in the anti-trust division. 

Dorothy Lawlor, the Long Island 
hateheck girl who put herself on 
the marriage block for $10,000, 
making appearances in niteries in 
that area. 

Louis “Gigi” Molinari, maitre 
dee of the Hotel Plaza’s Ren- 
dezvous Room, managing the Surf 
club, Montauk Point, L. I. during 
the summer. 

Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s 
board chairman, officially cut the 
tape yesterday (Tues.) at a cere- 


mony reopening the Walgreen 
drug store in the Paramount 
building. 


Donald O’Connor, Universal star, 
sailing July 9 for South Africa for 
personal appearances along with 

reem of U’s film, “Are You With 
t?” in Capetown and Johannes- 
burg. He’s star of pic. 

Flock of Columbia Pictures 
homeoffice ‘execs, including Jack 
Cohn, Abe Schneider, Abe Mon- 
tague and Joseph McConville, 
leave this week for the annual mid- 
summer studio conference. 

The Albert Moores (Pamela 
Robinson), formerly actors in Eva 
Le Gallienne’s Civic Reportory 
theatre, visiting N. Y. for first time 
since leaving show biz 14 years 
og They're in business in Seat- 

e. 

Bernie Kamber, eastern rep of 
or Benedict Bogeaus, and 

. Y. Post columnist Earl Wilson 
commuting from Kamber’s Wayne 
Country Club in Tyler Hill, Pa., 
where Wilson's family is summer- 


g. 

Jerry Pickman, Eagle Lion’s 
ass’t ad-pub chief, in Canon City, 
Colo., to polish off details on the 
world preem of EL’s “Canon City,” 
which opens there Monday (6) at 
ne Paramount and Webber thea- 

es. 

Irwin Margolies, film attorney 
and former Metro counsel, to the 
Coast to establish a branch office 
in Beverly Hills, being associated 
there with Edward M. Rose, former 
assistant N. Y. district attorney 
under Thomas E. Dewey. 

Richard Griffith, exec secretary 
of the National Board of Review, 
and Willard Van Dyke, documen- 
tary producer, guest speakers at 
the monthly. meet of the Motion 
Picture chapter, American Vet- 
erans Committee, held in the Taft 
hotel tonight (Wed.). 

Natalie Schafer occupying the 
Quentin Reynolds’ River House 
a while the writer is 
abroad covering the Olympics. Miss 
Schafer’s own aptrtment is under 
sublease, because of her protracted 
stay abroad. She just returned on 
the Queen Elizabeth. 

Director Irving Rapper search- 
ing Broadway legiters for an 
actress to play the lead role in 
David O. Selznick’s forthcoming 

icturization of the novel, “If This 

e My Harvest.” Meg Mundy, star 
of “The Respectful Prostitute,” is 
the leading candidate so far. 

Film producer Bryan Foy handed 
a special citation from Denver 
University Motion Picture Founda- 
tion in connection with his pic 
“Canon City,” for bringing a true 
life story to the screen and devel- 
oping “new techniques in the pres- 
entation of documentary films.” 

Actor Franchot Tone returns to 
New York today (Wednesday) from 
ne oo ret a poo bt of re- 

es u ot on “Jigsaw,” 
indie rode 4 ie 
tirely on location in N. Y. Film 
is being produced by Edward and 
Harry Danziger as their first indie 


venture. n 
Paris from Holby wc pe ni 


ood, over the 
weekend, guest of honor today 


uction being lensed en- | sh 





(Wed.) at the United Nations 
Children’s Relief Benefit program 
on invitation of the French gov- 
ernment. She returns to the Coast 
in two weeks to prepare for her 
role in DeMille’s-“Samson and 
Delilah.” 

Ben Bodne, new owner of the 
Algonquin hotel, sails Friday (2) 
for France with his wife and two 
daughters, to try to sign Marcel 
Cerdan for a middleweight title 
bout with Tony Zale, under Tour- 
nament of Champions sponsorship. 
Incidentally, Jerry O’Rourke is 
now manager of the Algonquin, 
succeeding John Martin. 

Victor Borge, just back from two 
months in his native Denmark 
where he did 32 concerts, was on 
the verge of a knighthood ceremony 
when a ship’s explosion in the 
Copenhagen harbor cancelled out 
all such ceremonies. Comic, who 
heads for the Mounds Club, Cleve- 
land, while his wife treks to their 
Chatsworth (Cal.) home, will get 
the honor through Danish consular 
officials in the U. S. 


Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 


Actor Eddie Byrne to London on 
film deai. 

Louella O. Parsons planed to 
London after brief visit. 

Maurice Moss, 20th-Fox Irish 
manager, to London on promotion 
to circuits booking manager. 

Baritone Maurice Kearney inked 
for new BBC air show, “Songs 
Through the Years.” 

Tommy St. John Barry joins Bart 
Bastable as disk jockey for Hos- 
pitals’ Trust sponsored air shows. 

Staffs of Dublin cinemas seeking 
$2.25 (male, $1.50 (female) pay 
hike, and claim, rejected by exhibs, 
will go to Labor Court. 

Hugh Hunt, onetime Abbey pro- 
ducer, back to direct Bristol Old 
Vie Co’s. presentation of J. B. 
Priestley’s “The Linden Tree.” 

Theatre Royal, 3,750-seater, 
broke pix-vaude tradition for pres- 
entation of UI’s “Naked City” star- 
ring ex-Abbeyite Barry Fitzgerald. 


Reissue of “Hellzapoppin” was 
second feature. 

Caracas 
Carver, magician, at Coney 
Island. 


Francisco Porras heads new 16m 
distrib company. 

Radio Popular signed the Jack 
Linen orchestra of Argentina. 

Elsie Albin, Swedish actress, in 
from Hollywood to do personals. 

Carla and Joseph, accordion- 
piano team, at Johnny’s Music Box. 

Atlas Films start grinding July 
5 on “Mision Atomica” with all- 
local cast. 

Eduardo Valecillos hvilding new 
800-seat pix theatre at Tovar, in 
the state of Merida. 

Boyaca, firstrun pix house, sus- 
pends 5:15 p.m. openers because 
of lack of electricity. 

La Pompadour, new east side 
spot, ordered closed for 15 days 
when neighbors complained of 
noise after midnight. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
- anes Armstrong sextet at Club 
ali. 

Gladys Swarthout, inked for 
final Watergate (outdoor) concert 
of National Symphony July 30. 

Sidney Lust, indie exhibitor, 
staging a benefit show at one of 
his nabes for a local policeman 
killed in line of duty. 

J. Edgar Hoover and Spyros 
Skouras jointly hosting at a brass 
hat preem of “Street With No 
Name” Wednesday (30) night. 

Gene Krupa, here for a one- 
nighter at Chesapeake Beach Park, 
took time out for a guest spot on 
WOL-Mutual’s “Mike Hunnicutt 
Show.” 

Cast of “Harvey,” topped by 
Frank Fay and including Nation- 
al’s house orch, gave a perform- 
ance last week at Walther Reed 
Army Hospital for vets and GI’s. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Jo Stafford came in to put on a 
show for the vets in Valley Forge 
Hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hildebrand, of 
the New Look cafe, celebrated their 
25th anni June 25. 

Phil Regan, who will sing for the 
Democrats in July, came over to 
case the GOP show. 

Margaret Whiting, the Andrews 
Sisters and Walter O’Keefe, in 
Camden for the Campbell's Soup 
party, went on the town after the 


ow. 

Edward Arnold, who plays “Mr. 
President” on the radio, stopped 
off at Convention Hall to see how 
one is picked. Nobody recognized 
the film actor as he sat in shirt- 
sleeves, chatting with several mem- 
bers of the Californa delegation. 





London 


Romney Brent due here July 9. 

Raymond Massey in town for a 
short vacation. 

Carol Reed and Graham Greene 
location hunting in Vienna for 
filmization of latter's novel, “The 
Third Man.” 

Howard Thomas, producer in 
chief of Pathe Pictures, appointed 
assistant to William Moffatt in 
charge of public relations. 

Metropolitan Ballet, which regis- 
tered a big hit at the Scala re- 
cently, is to visit Scandinavian 
capitals in August and September. 

T. S. Eliot to supervise screen- 
ing of his play, “Murder in the 
Cathedral,” scenes of which will be 
mostly shot in Canterbury Cathe- 
dral. 

Pianist Harriet Cohen has can- 
celled her summer concert book- 
ings due to an accident in which 
she severed an artery in her right 
wrist. 

To benefit continental visitors 
here for the Olympic Games, most 
theatres are following the example 
of the Criterion in reverting to 
pre-war opening hours. 

Margaret Lockwood to costar 
with Sid Field in his period com- 
edy, “Cardboard Cavalier” (Two 
Cities), from script by Noel Lang- 
ley. She'll play Nell Gwynn. 

With arrival of Ingrid Bergman, 
Alfred Hitchcock hopes to start 
shooting “Under Capricorn” early 
in July and to complete the pro- 
duction in 10 weeks at the Metro 
studios at Elstree. 

Patricia Roc to star in Sydney 
Box’s Grand National pic, ‘Beech- 
er’s Brook,” after seven months’ 
idleness following her refusal to 
appear in ‘‘London Belongs to Me,” 
claiming part unsuitable. 

Helen Hayes and Charles MacAr- 
thur have Beatrice Lillie’s Park 
Lane apartment here on a swap 
with their Nyack, N. Y., place for 
the summer. Miss Hayes due to 
open in “Glass Menagerie.” 

Robert Morley leaving “Edward, 
My Son” cast to sail for its New 
York production. John Clements 
replaces him July 19. Ian Hunter, 
who plays the part of the doctor 
friend in the current screening, 
will do same character in the 
Broadway production. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Jack Kirkland and spouse back 
at Springtown farm after honey- 
moon in Europe. 

Kitty Carlisle singing for pre- 
miere of New Hope Street Fair 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Justin Herman, shorts producer, 
commuting daily from Lumber- 
ville to Paramount bidg., N. Y. 

Charles Heidt, producer of forth- 
coming “Leaf and Bough,” down 
for confab with publicist Phyllis 
Perlman. 

Johnny Sokol’s orchestra piaying 
for New Hope Street Fair opening 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for Recreation 
Center benefit. 

Franklin Heller has taken home 
outside New Hope on Huffnagle 
road for summer. Heller is stag- 
ing Playhouse attractions. 

Conventions, storms and re- 
peated postponement of Louis- 
Walcott fight rocked Playhouse 
b.o. for first time in years despite 
attraction of Grant Mitchell in 
“Late George Apley,” which drew 
elegant set of notices. Even ticket 
holders didn’t show Friday (25). 


Provincetown, Mass. 


By Hal Cohen 

Annual Beachcombers Ball, with 
an “Infamous People’ theme for 
48, set for July 30. 

Larry Richmond, head of Music 
Dealers Service in N. Y., here with 
his family for the summer. 

Moors restaurant has unshuttered 
its nitery with Mme. Pumpeérnickle, 
Don Karlin and Bob Panofsky. 

Playhouse will try out a new 
one near end of the season, “The 
Bostonians,” by Bernard Evslin. 

Novelist Truman Capote due in 
nearby Wellfleet shortly to spend 
the summer working on a new 
book. 

Wayne Evans and team of Hum 
& Strum into Breakwater Room of 
Provincetown Inn, opening with 
Fourth of July weekend. 

Betty Williams, ex-Vaughn Mon- 
roe vocalist, entertaining at Sea 
Dragon Club with Frank M. Foley 
and John Daniels at the twin 
pianos. 

Mrs. Harvey Gaul, 
famed organist, composer and 
music critic, ,has reopened her 
home on the East End for the 
summer. 

Provincetown Art Assn. _ has 
scheduled summer series of re- 
vivals of arty pic hits, both foreign 
and domestic, starting with “Long 
Voyage Home.” 

Glamour mag doing picture story 
on Candelight Concerts (recorded), 
which John and Adelaide Gregory 
hold three evenings a week at their 
Oldest House. 

William Brinkley, a local, has 


widow of 





had his first novel, “Quick Sand,” 
accepted for publication by E. P. 
Dutton. It'll be out around the 
end of August. ; 

Julius Monk opening cabaret 
season at Atlantic House Thursday 
(1) with Imogene Coca, Daphne 
Hellman, Monica Boyar, Fletcher 
& Shiedy and Hugh Shannon. 

Dennis King came down for a 
look at P-Town while rehearsing 
S. N. Behrman’s “Second Man” for 
Dick Aldrich at the Cape Play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., next week. 

Frances Kessler, ex-Baltimore 
Symph violinist, back at Flagship, 
this time leading a trio which also 
includes Audrey Lee on bass and 
Maricarol Hanson at the keyboard. 

Provincetown Playhouse got 
started this week with Eugene 
O’Neill’s “Gold,” under direction 
of Keith Chalmers, and Charles 
Moore, Adele Thane, Virginia 
Thoms, Jay Davis, Norman Beim, 
Stanley Jay,, Joseph Miron, Justus 
Shapiro, Jim Davis and Dan Drew 
in cast. Jean-Paul Sartre’s “No 
Exit” follows. 


Miami 
By Larry Solloway 

Jay Jayson holds over with the 
Carlos Ramirez show at Clover 
Club this week. 

Wometco, theatre licensed for 
video, staging television broadcasts 
in lobby of Miami theatre. : 

Biz still off around town, with 
hotels reporting the expected 
Cuban influx far behind last year. 

New film house in Little River 
to be built by Bernstein (Indiana 
exhibs) interests, who built Dixie 
theatre here last winter. ee 

Rosemary Carpenter, of Miami 
Beach, won Florida contest and 
will go to Atlantic City for “Miss 
America” contest. She’s an expert 
pianist. 

Swank new Delano hotel will in- 
clude a nitery, also dance terraces 
and cocktail lounges. Spot will be 
one of biggest oceanfront spots 
here. Saxony hotel, another sky- 
scraper under construction further 
uptown. 


Buenos Aires 


Spanish cellist Gaspar Cassado 
concertizing on Mundo Web. 

Metro’s Stuart Dunlap back in 
Buenos Aires after U. S. trek. 

Sigwart Kusiel, Columbia super- 
visor, planes into Buenos Aires. 

Michael Havas, new RKO super- 
visor for Latin-America, in Buenos 
Aires. 

Italian warbler Alberto Rabagli- 
atti in for Radio Belgrano broad- 
casts. 

Exhibitor Clemente Lococo, Jr., 
of Gran Cine Opera circuit, under- 
goes appendectomy. 

Sam Bekeris, Eagle Lion prexy 
for Latin America, clippers from 
Buenos Aires to Rio de Janeiro. 

Screenwriter Nicolas Olivari cast 
by Aldo Fabrizzi for major role in 
Fabrizzi’s “Immigrant,” being 
filmed locally. 


Shanghai 
‘ By Hal P. Mills 

Miss China of 1948 contest set 
here, with first.prize a trip to 
Hollywood and a screen test. 

Threat of pix distributors to 
withdraw from the Shanghai and 
China market because of low fixed 


admission prices has thus far 
failed to materialize. 
Municipal authorities have 


clamped down on theatres and 
amusement places having air-con- 
ditioning. Reason is shortage of 
power. No new air-conditioning 
plants may be used; others are 
“te 

rotests when a local nitery ad- 
vertised that it was shortly Sie. 
ing to the spot Manuela, Japanese 
Queen of Rhumba, from Tokyo, 
caused prompt cancellation of en- 
gagement. Manuela rose to star- 


dom in Shanghai during the Jap 
occupation. 


Mexico City 


4 tag Senco L. GRAHAME 
ran organ and Ni 
at the Hotel Reforma. pe crag 
: Mexican _Pullman strike denting 
biz, including show biz, by dearth 
at ke 

ation Y (Radio Mil) givi 
half-hour weekly of songs ica 
lish sung by Rita Elliott. 

Sofia Alvarez, Colombian who is 
a Mexican film name, to N. Y. for 
+i weeks, then back here for a 

La Cucaracha (The Cockroach), 
Mexico’s pioneer cocktail lounge, 
now owned by Jose Barona De La 
O, wealthy young lawyer. 

Frank Morgan, Robert Mitchum, 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Jourdan and 
Ricky Soma presented to President 
Miguel Aleman by Mayor Fernando 
Cases Aleman. 

Stations XEMU and XEMJ at 
Piedras Negras, on the central 
Texas border, closed by a wage 
strike. They’re owned by Alfonso 
L. Bress and Jesus Elizondo. . 








Hollywood 


Ida Lupino became an American 
citizen. 

Arthur Treacher to Dallas for 
two strawhatters. 

Biii Thomas to Guaymas, Mex., 
for deep-sea fishing. 

Mitzi Green opens July 21 at 
Lake Tahoe Biltmore. 

Martita Hunt in from England 
for role in “The Fan.” 

Larry Stevens opens July 5 at 
Billy Gray’s Band Box, 

Frank Borzage planed to Mex- 
ico City to scout locations. 

Tom Alfred resumed flacking 
after week in the hospital. 

Fritz Feld finished his 175th 
film role in “Mexican Hayride.” 

Lloyd Gough to Lake’ Arrow- 
head to recuperate from a shoulder 
injury. 

Jimmy Durante installed as hon- 
orary mayor of Arrowhead Hot 


Springs. 

Ralph Jester to’ Algeria to film 
backgrounds for “Samson and 
Delilah.” 


Charles Korvin slated for straw- 
hatters in Gilford, Conn., and Bar 
Harbor, Me. 

Burt Lancaster starts next Sep- 
tember on stage tour, featuring his 
old acrobatic act. 

Joan Fontaine returned to work 
after three days in a dark room 
with “kleig eyes.” 

Donald O’Connor leaves for 
South Africa next week for Jo- 
hannesburg Diamond Jubilee. 

James Stewart will do narration 
on short for the benefit of Lou 
Costello, Jr., Youth Foundation. 

Friars Club turning over a per- 
centage of receipts from its Satur- 
day night charity affairs to Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. 

Roy Mack shifted from Fred- 
ericks Bros. to Artists Corporation 
of America as general manager 
of bookings for acts, bands, fairs 
and club dates. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 


. — Dosia, opera singer, off to 
Cynda Glenn expected back in 
Paris soen. 

Peggy Brown in American hos- 
pital for checkup. 

The Harry Novaks back to town 
after a South American and N. Y. 
trip. 

Jed Harris here for a short visit. 

Flandre Palace cinema in Paris 
shuttered by the police for not ob- 
serving safety ukases. ' 

American Forces Network 
orchestra to play at gala in the 
Louvre sponsored by President 
Vincent Auriol, organized by Matt 
Duffin. 

Danielle Darrieux marrying (her 
third) George (Midi) Mitsinkides, 
writer-actor who was with her in 
the cast of the French adaptation 
of “Design for the Living.” 

Jean Dalrymple and Gabriel . 
Pascal huddling with Jean-Paul 
Sartre as to who will direct this 
“Dirty Hands” in N. Y. Publisher 
Louis Nagle prepping trip to see 
the Sept. 27 opening. 

Bill and Edith Goetz and Bob 
Goldstein, here after a week in 
London, going to Rome, Switzer- 
land, Brussels and Amsterdam, re- 
turning to U. S. July 23 on the 
Queen Mary. 


Montreal 


By Max Newton 


Carl Brisson slated for August 
date at Normandie Roof. 

Bob Lyon, an “Oklahoma!” gra@, 
opens at Ruby Foos this week. 

American tourists kiting biz up 
at all clubs, with heavy crowds ex- 
pected over holiday weekend. 

Quebec Productions, producers 
of “Whispering City,” are set for 
a whodunit scripted by’ ex-Mont- 
realer Ted Allan. 

Marina Than, wife of producer 
Joseph Than, of newly organized 
Canadian Internation! Screen Pro- 
ductions, slated to.start talent 
school for future filmsters. Mrs. 
Than plans to visit larger Canadian 
cities in search of likely actors. 


Detroit 


By Stan Worris 


Ruloff Trio off for date at La 
Patio in Mexico City. 

Nancy Carroll opened strawhat 
season at Will-O-Way Playhouse in 
Bloomfield Hills with “Years Ago. 

Nancy Carroll opened straw hat 
season at Will-O-Way Playhouse in 
Bloomfield Hills with “Years Ago. 

WXYZ’s 300-foot radio tower 
demolished to make room for new 
TV and FM tower to rise in its 
place on Woodward avenue in Sep- 
tember. 

Ground broken Saturday (28) for 
WAIW-FM, first United Auto 
Workers (CIO) radio station, 
owned and operated by 
Broadcasting Corp. of which Wal- 
ter Reuther is president. 
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Beachcomber, Miami 
“Sorrento” and a jive limning of 


_ #Q) Man River.” 


Near show stop was windup of 
acro-dancer Rosanne’s act. Looks, 
figure and costuming that enhances. 
both, plus her spins, twists and 
flips had them palming throughout. 

Production wise, Boots McKen- 
na has costumed the line tastefully 
in three imaginative stagings. Tap- 
stress Serina Hall works with en- 
semble handling the vocals along 
with Dennis and in own spot, de- 
livers nifty spin-taps. Frank Linale 
orch handles backgrounding in 
highly effective fashion. Lary. 





Walnut Reom, Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, June 24. 
Randolph & Co. (2), Dennis & 
Darlene, Will Back Orch (10) with 
Eunice Clark; $2.50 minimum, $1 
cover Saturdays. : 





First offering under new policy 
of a changed bill every four weeks 
should wear well during the allot- 
ted brace of fortnights. Show 
epens via the orch route, with Will 
Back in neat accordion fronting 
on a Strauss waltz, followed by 
Eunice Clark’s so-so vocal of “You 
Can't Be True, Dear.” 

Randolph links his tricks to- 
gether by puffing on a series of 
cigs that pop into his hand. Deft 
while 
romping through card manipula- 
tions and prop disappearances to 
steady returns. n he offs for 
extra apparatus, femme assistant 
fills nicely with a haywire try to 
duplicate a previous trick. 


Best-selling sequence has Ran- 
dolph producing a duek on a plat- 
ter that holds a broken egg until 
he claps on the lid. For cute 
closer magico ‘uses a hanf€ipuppet 
rabbi to turn up the right card 
in a silk hat. . 


Dennis and Darlene go well in 
this room where dueting is tradi- 
tional fare. Pair trills effectively 
in operetta standards, with top re- 
sponse drawn by “New Moon” vo* 
cals. Brought back, they close 
warmly with “Cosi Cosa.” Bazt. 


Samovar, Montreal 
Montreal, June 29. 
Nype & Cote, Lloyd & Willis, 
Jack Byron, Bill Skinner orch; $2 


minimum. 





Youth takes over in the new 
Samovar revue. Only reminders of 
this predominately Old - Russian 
spot are the murals and impresario 
Carol. Top billing goes te Nype 
and Coie, two youngsters new to 
the club circuit with plenty of 
style and _ presentation. Voices 
blend well and choice of numbers, 
mainly from current legit musicals, 
is good. Business around mike 
sometimes interferes with projec- 
tion but charm and self-assurance 
win solid returns. 


Tapsters Lloyd and Willis give 
out with much enthusiasm and 
taient on their routines. Dances 
are sometimes brittle but never 
lacking in energy. A change of 
Pace would help numbers, best of 
which is a softshoe by Lloyd. Both 
are teamed for smash finish. 


Opener’ is Jack Bryon, who 
sprinkles his songs with a few of 
the simpler sleight-of-hand tricks 
familiar to the steady clientele. 
Presentation is good but act needs 
smoothing out of the magic rou- 
tines. Usual finale, a tradition at 
this spot, is taken over by_princi- 
pals backed neatly by Bill Skinner 
orch, which also beats out dance- 
able tempos for customer dansapa- 
tion. Newt. 





Sheraton Roof, N. Y.- 
(HOTEL SHERATON) 
Roy Ross Orch; $2 minimum; 
$2.50 Sat. 





Off the beaten path is the Shera- 
ton Roof. But with Roy Ross’ band 
along with an attractive ivy-cov- 
ered terrace as double lure, this 
sky top layout should do well 
through the hot weather months. 
It's a neat setting for al fresco 
diners what with the midtown sky- 
line and a vista of the East river 
as a patural background. 

Ross, who's doubling from 
WNEW, N. Y. where his crew is 
the house band, supplies an _infec- 
tious rhythm for dancers. His six 
piece combo, comprising five 


‘rhythm and one reed, is primarily 


built around the leader's piano 
accordion. Latter instrument is re- 
lied upon to carry the melody al- 
though occasionally the burden is 


* shifted to the lone sax. Strictly a 


sweet combo, the unit leans to 
Gershwin and the quiet rds. 
Prior to becoming 
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house conductor in late 1944. Ross 
had held down stints at several 
other New York hotel rooms as 
well as doing arrangements for 
Hildegarde and Jean Sablon upon 
occasion. Petrillo recording ban 
now affords him ample sparetime 
to take on the Sheraton chore. 
Roof itself seats some 250 diners 
on its outside terrace while an in- 
door adjacent room accommodates 
about 150 more. Peculiar zoning 
regulations in this area prevents 
the band frem playing outside 
after 11 p.m. It shifts indoors after 
that, with the music piped to the 
terrace via a tinny p.a. system 


|efforts. It’s the spot’s sole disad- 
vantage. Gilb. 


Clever Club 
(PORTLAND, ORE.) 
Portland, Ore., June 26. 
Radio Ranvblers (3), Billy Bishop, 
Russ Graham Orch (6); no cover, 
$1.50 minimum. 





When. biz slumped all over town 
Messrs. O'Hara and _ Ferguson, 
Clover Club operators, took off 
cover charge and substituted nom- 
inal minimum. New policy is pay- 
ing off. 

Current lineup opens with Billy 
Bishop, magico, who keeps his 
tricks at a minimum, but inter- 
lards the hocus-pocus with clever 
patter. Guy gets plenty of laughs 
with audience participation rope 
trick. Other stunts are sufficiently 
solid to win a beg-off. 

Radio Ramblers score-with their 
songs and mimicry. Their bur- 
lesque of radio shows are solid. 
Irving Lane handles the vocals, 
while partners Sammy Vine and 
George Marvin do the comedy bits. 
Trio works hard and wins solid re- 
turns. 

Russ Graham orch sets 
tempo for dancers and backs show 
capably. Feve. 
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students became convinced that 
grosses and reviews have little 
relationship. Only foreign pix are 


| supposedly dependent on the plau- | 


|dits of the pundits. 

Sindlinger said that additional 
research on the subject recently 
had proven his original . findings, 
when he headed Dr. George Gal- 
lup’s Audience Research Institute, 
were ‘far too low. Q.-and-A. ex- 
pert declared that the 8% figure 
is correct on those whose theatre- 
going is affected directly, but the 
additional research had shown 
that reviewers indirectly influence 
almost half of all potential patrons. 

Sindlinger, who now heads his 
own company, is—along with the 
trend of most other pollsters now— 
leaving the straight statistical sur- 
veys behind, in favor of “qualita- 
tive’ research. It was thus he 
learned, he said, that ‘‘people say 
one thing, but do another as far 
as their filmgoing—or any other— 
habits are concerned.” 

Original figures were obtained by 
querying patrons in lines at New 
York boxoffices on what brought 
them there. This disclosed only 
12% of those ready to slap their 
coins on the b.o. sill had read a 
review of the picture they were 
about to see, and 4° of them said 
they’d be there whether they re- 
view had been good or bad. 

What these people didn't dis- 
close, Sindlinger said, his new re- 
search reveals, is that they were 
there because someone else had 
read a good review of the picture. 
Only through long questioning, he 
stated, was it possible to make 
filmgoers recall from whom they 
got the information that sent them 
to the boxoffice. By tracing back 
to the person who_ influenced 
them, it was discovered that he 
had read a review or had, in turn, 
been influenced by someone else 
who had. Sometimes the person 
who had actually made up the mind 
of a whole series of people as to 
desirability or undesirability of 
seeing a film was five or six steps 
back. oe 

Sindlinger maintains it is not 
the reviews themselves which af- 
fect filmgoing, but the word- 
of-mouth on the reviews. It is 
through this w.-of-m. that critics 
gain momentum for their opinions. 

The original survey, Sindlinger 
declared, had caused many Holly- 
wood producers to say: “To heck 
with the critics.” That attitude, 
based on the later research, he as- 





WNEW’'s ‘serted, needs revising. 


which fails to do justice to Ross’ | 


the 


MARRIAGES 


Virginia Rocke to Edmund C. 
| Grainger, Jr., Rye, N. Y., June 26. 

He’s son of prez and general man- 
‘ager of the Shea circuit. ° 

Dawn Thomas to Ralph Hayden, 
'Seattie, June 5. He's office man- 
,ager for Paramount exchange 
| there. 

Mildred E. Wolfe to Jack Grood, 
Buffalo, N. Y., June 22. Bride is 
asst. director at Kleinhans Music 
Hall; he’s manager of Chez Ami 
nitery there. 


Rosemary Ward to Joseph Cal- 
velli, Chicago, June 26. He’s 20th- 
Fox Chicago office manager. 


Kay Albers to Carl Warner 
Holmgren, Chicago, June 26. Bride 
|is with ABC central division music 
| staff; he’s an announcer with 
| WJD, Chicago. 





| Helena L. Schwyn to Burt T. 
| Ryan. Jr., Toledo, June, 24. Her 
father is head of Carl H. Schwyn 
Theatres, Inc., in that city. 


Marlias Pedersen to Charles 
Rondeau, Jr., Las Vegas, June 25. 
He's an indie film producer. 


Carolyn Walker to Freddy Mor- 
gan, Las Vegas, June 19. He’s 
former member of banjo team of 
|Morgan & Stone, now with Spike 
i Jones Band. 
| Teri Gold to Leo Jaffe, Elkton, 
|Maryland, June 23. He’s asst. 
treasurer of Columbia Pittures. 

Marguerite Koppl to John K. 
Butler, Las Vegas, June 19. Bride 
is a story analyst; he’s a screen 
writer at Republic. 

Sheila O'Reilly to Donagh Mac- 
Donagh, Dublin, Ireland, June 2. 
Bride is an actress. 

Mary Louise Lantz to Bob Merry- 
man, Cincinnati, June 24. Bride is 
radio actress; he’s an announcer on 
station WLW and Crosley’s video 
WLWT. 








BIRTHS 
Mr. and Mrs. Holger Harthern, 
daughter, Hollywood, June 20. 


Mother is Sarah Shelby, radio ac- 
tress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Lasker, 
son, Hollywood, June 23. Mother is 
screen actress; father is a film 
producer. . 

Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Doran, daugh- 
ter, Burbank, Cal., June 22. Father 
is Paramount studio director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin S. Mills, 
|! son, Chicago, June 2U. Father is 
| program coordinator of WGN-TV, 
| Chicago. 

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Sharp, son, 
Glendale, Cal., June 23. Father is 
a radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Easton, son, 
Seattle, June 18. Father is singer- 
announcer on KOMO, Seattie. 

. Mr. and Mrs. Jim N. Kendall, 
twin daughters, Seattle, June 10. 
Father is assistant manager of 


Coliseum theatre in that city. 








All Time High 


Continued from page 1! 


ried by all four networks and most 
indie stations. 
ABC's radio airing of the title 


rating of 59.3, the share-of-audi- 
ence being 92.4. (The highest 
commercial Hooper on record, 67.8, 
was achieved by ABC's broadcast 


bout.) 

-The 86.6 tele rating — which 
means 86.6% of the N. Y. tele 
homes were looking—wasn’t the 
only record-smashing audience fig- 
ure scored by the fight. The gur- 
vey showed 86.9% of Gotham’s 
video sets were in use, the highest 
total ever recorded by Hooper in 
either radio or tele; 99.7% of the 
total of those looking and listen- 
ing were tuned to WNBT, NBC’s 
N. Y. outlet, alfhough all N. Y. tele 
and radio stations were on the air 
at the time; and an average of 12 
persons per set watched the tele- 
east. Of this number, seven were 
men, four were women and one 
was a child. 


Skelton Tours 


Continued from page 1 


many kids they had. When we got 
back it was like old home week. 
We talked on level ground. Show 
business has gotten away from 
that. On this trip, I'm trying to 
get a little of it back.” 

Edna Stillwell, Skelton’s ex-wife, 
is making a similar survey for 
Skelton in the midwest, and the 
two parties will join forces to gan- 
der the east. Miss Stillwell, now 
wife of director-producer Frank 
Borzage, produces her ex-mate’s 
‘ airer. te 











fight copped a sock nationwide |. 


of the second Louis-Billy Conn | 








OBITUARIES 


VINCENT O'BRIEN 

Vincent O’Brien, 79, Irish music 
teacher who discovered John Mc- 
Cormack, died at his home in Dub- 
lin, Ireland, June 27. He became 
a church organist at 14, later be- 
coming organist at Dublin Pro- 
Cathedral and conductor of famous 
Palestrina Choir. 

McCormack was one of his voice 
pupils and he made a world tour 
with him in 1913. Madame Mar- 
garet Burke-Sheridan and the late 
Walter McNally were aiso among 
his pupils. When Eire state-owned 
radio station was established he 
was its first director of music, re- 
tiring in 1941 after 15 years. 

O’Brien was also an operatic 
conductor, professor at St. Pat- 
rick’s College, Maynooth, and a 
Doctor of Music of National Uni- 
versity of Ireland. 

Survived by a 
O’Brien, 
sician. 


HENRY (HY) SANDERS 

Henry (Hy) Sanders, 65, retired 
motion picture theatre owner and 
film salesman, died after a heart 
attack June 16 in Reno, while en- 
route to his home in Little Rock, 
Ark. 

Sanders started in Cape Girar- 
deau, Mo., as owner of the Or- 
pheum, which he later sold and en- 


son, Oliver 
also a well-known mu- 





Charlotte Learn. Garrity 
(July 6, 1947) 


We Miss You Darling ~ 
—Your Sisters and Niece, 


BETTY, ALICE ond BETTE 





tered film sales in St. Louis. He 
jiater returned to theatre operation, 
associated with the Dubinsky inter- 
ests in Kansas City houses and 
with Steve Brody in the ownership 
of three Little Rock houses which 
he disposed of. His wife and 
daughter survive. 


JAY STONE TONEY 

Jay Stone Toney, baritone, mem- 
ber of the Southernaires, Negro 
ensemble heard weekly over ABC, 
died June 23 at Marshalltown, Ia., 
following a heart attack. His body 
was brought back to New York for 
burial. 

Toney was born in Columbia, 
Tenn., where he sang in church 
choirs before becoming a member 
of the vocal group. 


JOSEPH MARUCA 
Joseph Maruca, 51, former band- 
leader and one-time saxophonist 
with Paul Whiteman’s orch, died 
in Norwalk, Conn., June 23. Since 
retiring from the podium he had 
operated a musical instrument 
business in New York. 
Survived by parents, 





three 


| brothers and three sisters. 





BERTHA VAN DEN BERG 
Bertha van den Berg, 70, former 
coneert pianist, died June 25, at 


In Loving Memory of 


Charlotte Learn Garrity 


who passed away 


July 6, 1947 
John J. Garrity, Sr. 
John J. Garrity, Jr. 
Patricia Garrity Gibaudan 





the Beverly Hills home of her son, 
Richard Abbott, actor. 

Mrs. van den Berg appeared for 
several seasons with Toseanini and 
was one of the few femme pianists 
to play under his directing at N. Y. 
Philharmonic. 





LOUIS H. BRUSH 

Louis H. Brush, 76, chairman of 
the board of the Brush-Moore 
Newspapers, Inc., Salem, O., and 
president of the Ohio Broadcast- 
ing Co., operators of WHBC, Can- 
ton, O.. and WPAY, Portsmouth, 
O., died after a heart attack in 
Philadelphia, June 24. 


ALLEN CHAPMAN ; 

Aiien L. Chapman, 47, musician, 
died in San Antonio, June 24. 
Known as Allie Chapman, he had 
been playing in various bands in 
the San Antonio area since he was 
18. Recently he has been pianist 
— Pat Miller's band at Helotes, 

ex. 








NIEL J. KIRCHBAUM 

Niel J. Kirchbaum, 46, former 
Akron, O., theatre owner, died 
June 20 in Canton, O. He former- 
ly operated the Norga and Rialto 
theatres in Akron. 

Wife, sister, and three brothers 
survive. 





VIRGIL MERRITT 


Virgil Merritt,-52, owner of the 


we 








| Kincaid theatre, Taylorville, TH, in 


association with Dominic Frisina of 
the Frisina Amus. Co., died in that 
city, June 14. 

His wife and son will continue 
the management of the house. 





EVERETT G. OPIE 
Everett G. Opie, 44, radio produ- 
cer, died in Chicago, June 25. He 
was affiliated with several stations 
and during last World War was 
chief of radio transcriptiens fer 
the Treasury department. 
Survived by wife and son. 





J. K. BERETTA 


J. K. Beretta, 86, Texas banker, 
died at his home in San Antonio, 


IN MEMORY OF 


DAVID OWEN 


1900-1947 
My Friend and Teacher 
DAVID L. RICH 


une 21. Until last month he was 
part owner of KPAB, Laredo and 
KAIR (FM) there. He sold his in- 
terest to Mark Perkins. 


REZIN D. MacLEAN 


Rezin D. MacLean, 89, veteran 
Shakespearean actor, died in Hol- 
lywood, June 27. He starred in 
the “Mission Play” in Los Angeles 
from 1924 to 1937. 











Wife, 59, of Samuel B. Petten- 
gill, ABC commentator and news- 
paper columnist, died in Tarry- 
town hospital, Tarrytown, N. Y., 
June 28. 





Muriel Weichselfelder, 60, stage- 
hand in Fort Wayne, Ind., died 
June 20 in that city. 


Mother of Harold Schuster, film 
ee + died June 23 in Holly- 
wood. 








Stepmother, 71, of Clark Gable, 
died June 19 in Encino, Cal. 





Wife of Viadimir Sokoloff, actor, 
died June 22 in Hollywood. 


1000-Theatre 
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of 200 such houses, with an aver- 
age seating capacity of 1,800 
could thus play to a simultaneeus 
audience of 360,000 people. The- 
atres could be shuttered during the 
day of an event, opening only for 
the tele show. They could then 
charge as much as $5 per head, 
which is still far less than the best 
seats at sports arenas for the top 
fights, and gross more than §1,- 
500,000. They plan eventually to 
extend the tele string to 1,000 
20th theatres throughout the coun- 
try which would, in time; insure a 

With sueh figures to play around 
with, a eircuit of tele theatres 
could offer fight promoters, or 
promoters of other sports events, 
enough to more than compensate 
for any loss ir the stadium gate. 
Potential sponsors of such events 
via home tele could never afford to 
meet such a bid from a string of 
theatres. Events, in fact, would 
probably not be available to home 
receivers, since their transmission 
via microwave relay could be in a 
higher frequency, outside’ the 
range of home sets. In that way 
the string of theatres would be 
virtually assured of capacity 
houses. 

There is already talk, in fact, of 
a circuit of theatres promoting its 
own fights. According to a 20th 
spokesman, there would be nothing 
to prevent his outfit from signing 
an exclusive pact with boxing title 
contenders. Championship fights 
could then be staged in a small 
gymnasium, since the usual arena 
gate would be only added gravy for 
what the string of theatres would 
gross. Because of the difficulty 
of a film outfit entering the busi- 
ness of grooming fighters, however, 
it’s expected that they'll probably 
prefer to work with established 


} promoters. 


It's recalled, incidentally, that 
Foote, Cone & Belding tele veepee 
Ralph B. Austrian had predicted 
this exact course of action more 
than three years ago. Austrian 
_did his crystal-balling in a speech 
before the Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Engineers in October, 1944, 
when he was still prez of RKO 
Television Corp. ‘ 
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